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SECRETARY OF THE IITERIOR, 



Ti:AN<MnTl\G 



In t'ninn'inuec tcifh a reaohdlon of ilw Snutie of Decemhcr S, 1S70, iorre- 
spouflenrv vonwrnlnn the I'tv Itulititis hi Colorado, 



Jam Ai:Y 7. I'r'Hl. — KcferriMl tn tin- CiMiiiultriM- im Imludi Al'jiii-* ami onlrrtMl ti> l»o 

]iriiit«Ml. 



l>j:i»AKrAir,NT nr Tin: Imkuk^w, 

Sir: Fn rrsjMHiso to tin* ifNolutioii nf tli'* SrjKitc n\' l)rf«'niln*i' s, isTO, 
I liave the lioiior tt> tiMiisinit IhTrwirli "rti]>irs of jill conrsiMHnlrMrt* hy 
IrttrrsortoleirrjiiiisUotwcM'ii tin' Sfcn*t;uv t»t' tin* InTrrior • * * jiml 
X. <'. !Mt'oker, late Tiidijiii ji«:'riir :it Wliiir l;i\i-r Aucim-v. since tlu* Isi ot* 
rhinuary, ISTO, and also copirs nl' all rMirr«'vj),nnh»iifr l»y Irttrrs or tflr- 
;rnnns bftwoon tlio said SiM'iM'tary of tlh» Intt-rinr * • * antH^'ninil 
llati'h, (ioneral Adams, the «;'ov«'iiior of rolora<li>. SjuM-ial Ap'nt Pol- 
lock, of and con('<'rnin<r the \'\o Indiiins in Colorado." 
Very respt*ctfiillv, 

i\ sriUKZ. 

The President of the Senate. 



l)i:i\viMMi:xr <m- the Interioi;, 

W Halt III tj inn, 'Jininnrii (I, ls>o. 

Sir: In response to the resolniion of ilic Sen jtc t)f I)ee<Mnber s, is7i», 
I have the honor t«) transmit liei<\\ itli '-nipirs i»rall eorrespondein'i- l»y 
letters or telejrninis between tin- * < 'oniinissioner of Iinll;m 

Aftiiirs find X. (•. ^Feeker, late Indian Au'ent \\\ White liM\'er A-vin-.x. 
siiiee the I'St day of Jan nary, IS7i>, and alsnropirs of all eone.s]n)ndrii«r 
by letters or tele.iira ins betwem the said * " ( 'onniMssij)ner :;nl 

(yenei'al TIateli, (leneral Adums tbe u'ovrrnor o\ Toloindo, Spi'i] li 
A;rent Polloek, of and rtnict riiiii.i:" iIh* I'lr lndi:i:)s \\\ (\'I:i!:)«1m." 
\ erv resptM'tfnllv. 



' . . ' I : > i I .- . , 



The i*REsM»i:NT i 1 I :i.: s \ •. , . 



2 UTE INDIANS IN COLORADO. 

Department of the Interior, 

Washington^ January 6, 1880. 

Sir: la transmitting to tlie Senate copies of correspondence with 
reference to the Ute Indians in Colorado, as called for by Senate res- 
olation of December 8, 1879, 1 beg leave to say that I have retained two 
letters received from General Adams, the one concerning the testimony 
taken by the Ute commission, and the other touching further negotia- 
tions with the Utes with reference to their reservation, which letters, it 
is believed, the interests of i>ublic policy demand should be withheld 
from publication at the present time. 
Very respectfully, 

C. SCHURZ, 

Secretary, 

The President of the Senate. 



Commissioner Hayt to Secretary Schurz, 

[Telegram.] 

Office of Indian Affairs, 
}Yashingtony D. C, Oct. 1, 1879. 

Hon. C. Schurz, 

Muscogee^ Indian Territory : 

Dispatches received to-day from Agent Meeker convey information 
of an expected outbreak by^ his Indians. A later dispatch from Eawlins 
reports that Major Thornburgh's command was attacked by th« Indians 
on Milk Creek, eighteen miles north of the agency, and that the major 
and thirteen soldiers were killed, and fears are expressed that Agent 
Meeker and his employes are massacred. These reports may be ex- 
aggerated. Will confer with Secretary McCrary. 

E. A. HAYT, 

Commissioner, 



Agent Stanley to Commissioner Hayt, 

[Telegram.] 

Los PiNOS, Colo., Octoher 2, 1879. 
To Commissioner Hayt : 

Chief Ouray, the head of the Ute nation, sends the following order to 
his people by a runner : 

To the chi^s, capiainSj headmen, and Utes at White River : 

You are hereby requested and commanded to cease hostilities against the whites, 
injuring no inpocent person, nor any others, further than to protect your own lives and 
property from unlawful and unauthorized combinations of horse-thieves and dcspera- 
doeSj as anything further will ultimately end in disaster to all parties. ' 

STANLEY, Agetit. 
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Agent Stanley to Commissioner Rayt, 

[Telegram. ] 

Los PiNOS Agency, October 9, 1879. 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 

Washington : 

Employ^ Brady and escort of Indians have jost arrived from White 
River. The Utes recognized and obeyed Ouray's order — withdrew and 
will tight no more, unless forced to do so. If soldiers are now stopped 
the trouble can be stopped by a peace commission to investigate offenses, 
and let the blame rest where it may. This will save life, expense, and 
distress, if it can be accomplished. 

Later: 1.30 p. m. — A runner is just in from the Southern Ute Agency 
with a letter from the agent. A general council has been held. The 
Utes will obey Ouray's request, and will stay at home and take no part 
in the White River trouble, and request Ouray to inform them of their 
decision. 

STANLEY, Agent. 

I concur in the above. 

OURAY, 
Read Chief of the Utes. 



Secretary Schiirz to Agent Stanley, 

9 [Telegram.] 

Department of the Interior, 

October 13, 1879. 
Stanley, Agent, 

Del NortCy Colo. : 

Your dispatch received. Tell Ouray that his efforts are highly ap- 
preciated by the government. In view of the attack made upon the 
troops and massacre of agent and employes, the troops will have to pro- 
ceed to White River Agency. Ouray should endeavor to prevent any 
resistance to this movement. 

The troops are now in great force, and resistance would result only in 
great disaster to the Indians. The hostiles will have to surrender and 
throw themselves upon the mercy of the government. The guilty par- 
ties must be identified and delivered up. We shall see that no injustice 
is done to any one. Peaceable Indians will be protected. Ouray's 
recommendation for mercy in individual cases will be respected as far as 
the general interest may permit. Special agents are being dispatched 
to Los Pinos with further instructions. 

C. SCHURZ, 
Secretary. 
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Governor Pitkin to Seci'etary Schurz» 

L Telegram.] 

Denver, Colo., Octoher 12, 1879 

Hon. Carl Schurz, 

Secretary of the Interior. Washington, B. C. : 

Have just received the following dispatch from Herman Linders, post- 
master at Lake City, Colo., dated October 10 : 

Conrier in from Los Pinos Agency says Oaray and all other Uncompabgre Ute chiefs 
dissatisfied with Assent Stanley, and they cannot guarantee safety while he is there. 
They all want the department to replace him, at least temporarily, at once, and I would 
snggest Fred. C. Peck as the man for the place. Having been with Agent Adams two 
years ago I know all the headmen, and will go with Peck to the Agency. Act quick, as 
Ouray wants a good man to act with him. 

(Signed) LINDERS. 

My advices indicate that many of the Uncompahgre Utes are at 
White Kiver. 

FREDERICK W. PITKIN, Governor. 



Secretary Schurz to Governor PitMn. 

[Telegram.] 

Department of the Interior, 

Washington^ October 13, 1879. 
Gov. Fred. W. Pitkin, 

Denver, Colo.: 

Dispatch received. I have ordered Inspector Pollock, a trustworthy 
and energetic officer, to proceed to Los Pinos at once and take charge, 
if necessary. We expect also to have General Charles Adams detailed 
for special duty, and to send him to Los Pinos. Ouray informs us that 
his orders are being respected, and that there is prospect of ending the 
difficulty. Permit me to suggest that militia and armed citizens be 
strictly instructed to confine themselves to protection of life and prop- 
erty outside of reservation, if such should become necessary, which now 
seems improbable. Regard this as confidential. 

C. SCHURZ. 



Secretary Schurz to Mr, Adams. 

[Telegram.] 

Department of the Interior, 

Washington, October 13, 1879. 
General Charles Adams, 

Denver, Colo.: 

You have been detailed by the Post Office Department, at my request, 
for temporary special service among the Utes. The letter addressed to 
you by the Postmaster- General to this effect will be sent b}^ mail ; but, 
as time is precious, I would request you to proceed without delay to Los 
Pinos. Your first object will be to strengthen Ouray in his friendly at- 
titude, in case the refusal of the government to stop the troops produce 
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excitement among the Los Piuos Utes. This done, it is desired that you 
secure a sufiBcient escort of Indians, with Chief Billy, or some other re- 
liable and influential chief, and, if possible. Interpreter Curtis, and go 
with them to White River, to rescue the employes still alive, and to ad- 
vise the hostiles to surrender, and those who have taken no part in hos- 
tilities to keep out of the tight. No promises are to be made, but that 
those who surrender first will have the greatest claim to mercy, except 
the murderers of agent and employes and the ringleaders in the attack on 
Major Thornburgh, and that peaceable Indians will have full protection. 
If you cannot accomplish a complete surrender, you may succeed in di- 
viding them. In the latter case, you may consider the policy of bring- 
ing the peaceably disposed Indians over to Los Piuos. You may assure 
all that the troops are bound to force their wa}^ to White lliver, and to 
destroy all resistance. The longer the resistance lasts the worse it will 
be for the Indiana. Whether 3'ou think this mission to White River 
]>racticable, and what measures are to be taken in detail, is left to your 
judgment and knowledge of circumstances and persons. Show this 
dispatch to Agent Stanley as sufficient authority for the furnishing of 
rations and all other facilities needed. If you think of other points re- 
quiring instructions, telegraph at once with your acceptance. Keep me 
well advised. 

C. SCHURZ, Secretary of the Interior. 



/Secretary Schurz to Mr. Adams. 

[Telegram.] 

Depaetmbnt of the Interior, 

Washington^ October 14, 1879. 
General Charles Adams, 

/Special Agent, Leadville, Colo. : , 

Have received no acknowledgment of yesterday's dispatch. Situa- 
tion is changed since hostiles evacuated White Eiver Agency. Ascer- 
tain, if possible, at Los Pinoa, where White River Utes are, to put your- 
self in communication with them. They are to understand that thos6 
who took no part in the massacre and fight have nothing to fear. Con- 
vince Ouray and other chiefs that they cannot aftbrd to shield or con- 
ceal guilty parties, and that resistance has no possible chance. Make 
every possible effort to discover and rescue the female members of Mee- 
ker family. Put yourself in communication with General Merritt, sup- 
posed yet to be at White River, and give him all the information you 
have, with your opinion of the condition of things. General Merritt is 
advised of your mission. Express to him your opinion freely. Ac- 
knowledge receipt. 

C. SCHURZ, Secretary. 



Secretary Schurz to Oovernor PitMn. 

[Telegram.] 

Department of the Interior, 

Washington^ October 14, 1879. 
Governor Pitkin, Denver, Colo. : 

Telegraphed General Adams at Leadville last night, but have no re- 
sponse. If yon know where he is, please advise him that explicit in- 
sttactions were telegraphed to Leadville. 
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Governor Pitkin to Secretary Schurz. 

[Telegram.] 

Denver, Colo., October 13, 1879, 

Hon. Oabl Schurz, WasMngton^ B. C. : 

General Adams at Leadville. Your dispatch considered confidential. 

FEEDERICK W. PITKIX. 



Secretary Schurz to Governor Pitkin^ 

[Telegram.] 

Department of the Interior, 

Washington^ October 13, 1879. 

Governor Pitkin, Denver^ Colo. : 

The Post-Office Department has made the detail of General Adams, 
' as desired. If he is in Denver, please inform him. I shall send instruc- 
tions. 

0. SCHURZ. 



Mr, Adams to Secretary Schurz, 

[Telegram.] 

Denver, Colo., October 14, 1879. 

Carl Schurz, Secretary of Interior , Washington, D. C, : 

Have only just arrived from Leadville, and received your dispatch of 
yesterday and also of this afternoon ; will start to-morrow morning, via 
Alamosa, and farther instructions will reach me there tomorrow night ^ 
will hasten and endeavor to carry out your wishes. 

CHAS. ADAMS, 

Special Agent. 



Secretary Schurz to Mr, Adams, 

[Telegram.] 

Department of the Interior, 

October 15, 1879. 
General Charles Adams, Alamosa, Colo. : 

No further instructions. I have largely to trust your judgment. The 
main object is to bring the offenders to justice, and at the same time 
avoid further collision. Eeport fully. 

C. SCHURZ, Secretary. 
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Oovernor PitJcin to Secretary Schurz. 

[Telegram.] 

Denter, Colo., October 15, 1879. 
Hod. Carl Sohurz, 

Secretary of Interior^ Washingtonj D. C ; 

There is the most intense excitement throaghoat the State over the 
captivity and possible tortares of the female prisoners taken at White 
Biver. If there are enongh regulars in the State to successfully over- 
come the Indians, would it not be well for General Hatch to march 
directly to Uncompahgre Agency, and seize all women and children as 
hostages. If Federal force too small, we can furnish enough additional 
troops in San Juan in a day. The barbarities practiced by the Utes 
have inflamed our people almost bevoud the possibilitv of control. 

FREDERICK W. PITKIN. 



Secretary Schurz to Governor PitJcin. 

[Telegram.! 

Department of the Interior, 

Washington^ October 16, 1879. 

Governor Pitkin, Denver^ Colo. : 

The course suggested in your dispatch cannot be adopted. No effort 
will be spared to rescue those in i>eril. General Sherman tells me that 
the troops in hand appear sufficient for present purposes, and there is 
neither authority nor occasion for enlisting volunteers or State forces. 
You will readily recognize the importance of keeping militia and armed 
citizens away from the Ii)di4n reserve to avoid more extended and un- 
necessary complications. 

0. SCHURZ, Secretary. 



General Sherman to Secretary Schurz, 

Headquarters Army ok* the United States, 

Washington^ I). C, October 17, 1879. 

Dear Sir : I have a telegram from General Sheridan, saying he has 
a message from General Merritt to the effect that to punish the hostile 
Utes he would, on the 15th instant, move from White River for the 
Grand River and the Los Pinos Agency, bat General Sheridan supposes 
that before starting General Merritt will have received my dispatch of 
October 13, notifying him of the appointment of Special Agent Adams, 
and to be governed in his conduct by his instructions. 

Do you want General Merritt's force of about one thousand men to be 
at White River or at the Los Pinos Agency ? 

Some one must determine this question, and as the Interior Depart- 
ment has charge of the Ute Indians, and the military is acting to sup- 
port the Indian Bureau in its management of this tribe of Indians, I 
beg of you to inform me whether you prefer that this military force shall 
be at the Los Pinos Agency or at White River. 
Your obedient servant, 

W. T. SHERMAN, General. 

Hon. Carl Schurz, 

Secretary of tJie Interior^ W<Mhinqio\\^ !)• C* 
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Secretary Schurz to General Sherman. 

Department of the Interior, 

October 18, 1879. 

General: In reply to your letter of yesterday, referring to General 
Sheridan's dispatch, in which he expressed his apprehensions as to the 
difficulties likely to attend a movement of General Merritt's troops 
across the mountain ridge between the White River and the Los Pinos 
Agencies, which dispatch you communicated to me in full at our inter- 
view subsequent to the receipt of your letter, I have the honor to say 
that General Charles Adams, the special agent of this Department, will 
probably reach the Los Pinos Agency to day or to-morrow. As you 
know, he is instructed to ascertain, if possible, the present whereabouts 
of the White River Utes, and, succeeding in this, to use every effort, 
with the aid of Chief Ouray, to bring about their surrender, I may 
have a telegraphic report from him by Wednesday next. It will probably 
then appear whether that surrender can be accomplished without the 
assistance of a considerable body of troops or not. 

In the mean time I fully agree with the opinion you expressed at our 
interview last night, that General Merritt should not at present under- 
take the hazardous march across the mountain divide, but remain at or 
near White River, and that another body of troops be concentrated at 
Alamosa to act as the condition of things at Los Pinos and the Southern 
Ute Agency may require. 

I shall without delav inform General Adams of the instfuctions tele- 
graphed by you to General Sheridan last night, and direct him to put 
himself in communication not only with General Merritt, as ordered be- 
fore, but also with the commander of the forces at Alamosa, keeping 
both these officers fully advised of the situation of things. 
Very truly, your obedient servant, 

C. SCHURZ, Secretary. 

General W. T. Sherman, TJ. S. Army. 



Secretary Schurz to Mr. Adams. 

[Telegram.] 

Department of the Interior, 

Wa8hingt07i^ October 18, 1879. 
General Charles adams. 

Special Agent Los Pinos Agency^ via Bel Norte^ Colo. : 

General Merritt is instructed to remain at or near White River until 
further orders. A force is being concentrated at Alamoso, probably 
under Colonel Mackenzie, subject to requisition from Los Pinos or 
Southern Ute Agency, in case of necessity. Keep tlie commanders at 
both places fully advised. Insist vigorously with Ouray and his people 
upou surrender of guilty White River Utes. Make strenuous demand 
on Ouray to use his whole power. Those who ^bet the hostiles will be 
held responsible. It is most desirable that surrender be effected peace- 
ably. If not, government forces must be called upon. Prompt com- 
pliance is the only salvation of the Utes undere xisting circumstances. 
Make every effort for rescue of Meeker ladies. Inspector Pollock has 
been sent to look into affairs of agency. He wi 1 co-operate with you 
as circumstances demand. Keport lully. 

C. SCHURZ, Secretary. 
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General Sheridan to General SJurman. 

[Conimanicated by the General of the Army to the Interior Department.] 

Headquarters Military Division of the Missouri. 

Chicago, October 21, 1879. 

General: I inclose, herewith, a copy of my telegram of the 17th 
iiistaut, as it was pablished by all the newspapers here, and as it was 
doubtless sent oat by the associated press. I also inclose a copy of this 
telegram as it was actually sent to you. I desire to call your attention 
to the fact that what I meant has been misconstrued, owing to the very 
important difference which exists between the wording of a certain 
sentence in the original and in the dispatch as published. My telegram 
shows that I referred to a range of the Eocky Mountains between the 
White Eiver Agency and Eawlins, while the published dispatch makes 
nie refer to the range between the White Eiver Agency and the Uncom- 
pahgre Agency. The Secretary of the Interior seems to have taken this 
latter view of the matter, as evinced by his letter to you of the 18th 
iDstant. 

In some way my telegram of the 17th has been seriously altered, and 
I would like to know on whom the responsibility for the alteration rests. 
I did not in that telegram allude to the difficulties of a march by Merritt's 
command from the White Eiver Agency to the Los Pinos, as no difficul- 
ties as to crossing the range between these two points existed. 

I do not write tbis to provoke any discussion of the matter, but to 
learn how the alterations referred to occurred. 

I ask that these papers be transmitted to the honorable the Secretary 
of the Interior for his information. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient ser- 
vant, 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 

Lieutenant- General. 

General W. T. Sherman, 

Washington J D, C. 

[Copy of telegram as puMisbed in the newspa- [Copy of telegram as actaally sent by General 

p«rd.J Sheridau.J 

Chicago, October 17, 1879. Headquarters Military 

To General Sherman : Division, Missouri, 

General Merritt says, in a dispatch just ^ ^ ^^ ^ Chicago, October 17, 1879. 

received, tbat he intends to march in pur- General W. T. Sherman, 
snit of the hostile Indians to Grand River ; Washington, D. C. : 

on the 15th, and from there to the Cncom- '■ General Merritt says, in a dispatch just 
pahgre Agency, where he requests supplies received, that he intends to march in pur- 
to be sent; subsequently your dispatch of suit of the hostile Indians to Grand River 
October 13 was sent him, with orders to on the 15th, and from there to the Uucom- 
obey the direction therein given, and I pahgre Agency, where he requests supplies 
presume this will stop him. Your dis- to be sent ; subsequently your dispatch of 
patch should have reached him on the 15th. October 13 was sent to him, with orders to 
General Merntt, and General Crook, the obey the directions therein given, and I 
department commander, are at a loss to presume this will stop him. Your dis- 
know what to do, and so am I. There are patch shouhl have reached him on 15th. 
1,500 or 1,(500 men at White River. Their General Merritt, and General Crook, the 
road to the Uocompahgre Agency is over department commander, are at a loss to 
the main range of the Rocky Mountains, i know what to do, and so am I. There are 
and is very bad, and the danger of being ' tifteen or sixteen hundred men at White 
caught by winter snow should be seriously ' River ; the road thertf * is over the maint 
entertained. We went to the White River i range of the Rocky Mountains ; the road I 
Agency at the solicitation of the Indian is bad, and the danger of being caught by 
Bureau, whose agent was murdered, and , winter snow should be seriously enter- 
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cor men killed and wonnded, and now we 
are left in the heart of the monntains, with 
cor hands tied and the danger of being 
snowed in staring us in the face. I am 
not easily discouraged, but it looks as 
though we had been pretty bad]y sold out 
in this business. It is folly to say that the 
murderers of the agent and Major Thorn- 
burg must be punished. How are they to 
be punished? Who is going to punish 
them, and how ]ong are the troops to wait 
at the agency for it to be done 1 

I will direct Crook to throw into the 
agency all the supplies he possibly can as 
the only course left open. 



tained. We went to the agency at the so- 
licitation of the Indian Bureau, whose 
agent was murdered, and our men killed 
and wounded, aud now we are left in the 
heart of the mountains with our hands 
tied, and the danger of being snowed in 
staring us in the face. I am uot easily dis- 
couraged, but it looks as though we had 
been pretty badly sold out in this business. 
It is folly to say that the murderers of the 
agent and Colonel Thornbnrg must be pun- 
ished. How are they to be punished, and 
who is going to punish them? Aud how 
long are we to wait at the agency for it to 
be done I 
P. H. SHERIDAN, \ I will direct Crook to throw into the 

Lieutenant' Genei'ah I agency all the supplies he possibly can, as 

I the only course left open. 
I P. H. SHERIDAN, 

I Lieutenant-GeneraL 



Headquarters of the Army of the United States, 

Washington, D. G., October 24, 1879. 

General: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 
October 21, inclosing a copy of yonr correct dispatch of October 17, 
with a newspaper slip, giving what purports to be a copy of that dis- 
patch. I have now before me the actual telegraph dispatch as received 
by me, which is identical with the one you sent. The paragraph in the 
newspaper slip has been altered, but by whom we know not. Your 
original dispatch reads: ''There are fifteen or sixteen hundred men at 
White River; their road there is over the main range of the Rocky 
Mountains;" whereas the printed slip is — *' Their road to the Uncom- 
])ahgre Agency is over the main range,^ &c. The error is manifest, and 
I will send to the Secretary of the Interior a copy of your communica- 
tion of the 21st, &?. 

I also notice that all assert and claim that Merritt's march south from 
White River was arrested, and he called back by orders from Washing- 
ton of October 13. I have examined again my dispatch of that date 
and the inclosures from the Interior Department of same day, neither of 
which can be construed as a "recall." General Merritt doubtless so 
construed it, and at that time doubtless saw the difficulties ahead. I 
still regard his force as in a good position for ulterior events, ami that 
the negotiations by the Secretary of the Interior, by and through Gen- 
eral Adams, were clearly within his official province, not subject to our 
criticisms, and in a measure warranted by the perilous situation of the 
females still held by the Utes, and the general belief that Chief Doug- 
lass and his followers had a claim to forbearance for the few days needed 
for these negotiations. Time was also needed by you to get Mackenzie's 
and Hatch's troops in good position for action from the direction of Fort 
Garland and Fort Lewis. 

We are fully conscious that winter is near at hand ; that the question 
is a most difficult one, and that it must be met in the best way possible. 
Truly, yours, 

W. T. SHERMAN, General 

General P. H. Sheridan, 

Commanding Military Division of the Missouri, Chicago, III, 
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Mr, Adams to Secretary Schurz, 

LTelegram.] 

Los PiNOS, Colo., October 21, 1879. 

Carl Schurz, 

Secretn^y of the Interior^ Washington D, G. : 

Arrived last ni^ht at Ouray's camp, and now make preparations to 
go to the camp of Doaglass, between Grand and Gunnison Kivers, with 
e»cort of Indians, to secure the captive women and children, who, I have 
assurance, are safe and will be delivered. Troops should not proceed 
south from White River meanwhile, as I believe that your conditions to 
secure peace will be complied with. None of the Southern and only a 
part of the White Kiver Utes have been engaged in the trouble, and all 
rumors of depredations off the reservation are untrue, except the driv- 
ing off of hyrses from Bear River, and this before Ouray's order to cease 
iij2:hting was received. Ouray has perfect control of his own people, 
and the White River Utes are in constant communication with him. 
All desire peace. I expect to return in six days with the women and 
children. 

CHARLES ADAMS, 

Special Agent. 



4 Governor Pitkin to Secretary Schtirz. 

[Telegram.] 

Denver, Colo., October 22, 1879. 

Hon. Carl Schurz, 

Secretary of the Interior, Washington, 7>. C, : 

Information from Southwestern Colorado satisfies me that most 
of Ouray's warriors were in the Thornburgh fi<rht. To surrender 
the criminals, Ouray must surrender his tribe, which he is power- 
eriess to do. They adhere to him for protection only, and will not sub- 
mit to punishment; neither will they surrender White River Utes, who 
are bound to them b^' the closest ties, and are no more guilty than 
themselves. They whipped Thornburgh's command, and now Merritt 
retires. It cannot be disguised that the fighting men of the tribe are 
hostile uiid flushed with victor^'. They are savages ; they take no pris- 
ont^rs except women ; their trophies are not banners, but scalps. 

If the policy of military inactivity continues, our frontier settlements 
are liable to become scenes of massacre. Unless the troops move against 
the Indians, the Indians will move against the settlers. Must three 
biindred miles of bor<ler settlements be subjected to this peril ! The 
general government is doing nothing to defend our settlements. The 
Sttite cautiot defend all this border except by attacking the enemy. In 
behalf of our people I represent this danger to you, and urge that the 
government recognize that a war with barbarians now exists, which in- 
volves the lives of numerous exposed mining settlements. It can be 
terminated only by the most vigorous and uninterrupted warfare. 

FREDERICK W. PITKIN, 

Governor. 
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Secretary ScJiurz to Governor Pitkin. 

[Telegram.] 

Department of the Interior, 

Washington, October 23, 1879. 
Governor Pitkin, Denver, Colo, : 

Your dispatch received. I iutnisted with the important duty of a 
special agent to the Utes General Charles Adams, a citizen of Colorado, 
who a month ago was represented to me by yourself as a gentleman of 
excellent character, uncommon ability and energy, intimately acquainted 
with the Utes, and eminently qualified to deal with them in an emer- 
gency. He is with them now, and his last report was that '* none of the 
Southern and only a part of the White River Utes have been engaged 
in the trouble, and all rumors of depredations off the reservations are 
untrue, except the driving off of horses from Bear River, and this be- 
fore Ouray's order to cease fighting was received.'' General Adams 
reports this after having traversed Southwestern Colorado, the source 
of your information. He also states: '' The captive women and chil- 
dren, who I have assurance are safe, will be delivered. Troops should 
not proceed south from White River, as I believe that your conditions 
to secure peace will be complied with." 

This report of a responsible man, who has your confidence as well as 
mine and who speaks from personal observation, is certainly entitled to 
credit. The liberation of the captive women and children is the first 
thing to be accomplished. General Adams expects to bring them in, if 
not interfered with, in a few days. He will then also report on i:he 
surrender of the guilty Indians. 

Meanwhile military preparations are not relaxed, so that a failure of 
the efforts mentioned may be followed by energetic action. We are 
endeavoring to prevent a general war with the whole Ute tribe, which 
will be a better way to protect your border settlements than by a gen- 
eral attack upon the Indians by armed citizens, as your dispatch seems 
to suggest. It is, thererefore, earnestly hoped that every effort will be 
made to prevent an unnecessary extension of the trouble which may be 
precipitated by inconsiderate action. 

C. SCHURZ, Secretary. 



Secretary Schurz to Mr. Adams, 
[Telegram.] 

Department of the Interior, 

Washington, October 24, 1879. 
General Charles Adams, 

Special Agent, Los Pinos Agency, via Del Ncrte, Colo. : 

A strong body of troops is concentrated in Southwest Colorado ; Gen- 
eral Merritt's force still at White River; each strong enough to cope 
with the Utes. If your mission to secure the captive women and chil- 
dren and the surrender of the guilty Indians is not successful, these 
troops will advance without delay. I telegraph this that you may ad- 
vise Indians that nothing short of prompt compliance with these two 
conditions will save them. Your dispatch of eighteenth gave me hope. 

C SCHURZ, Secretary. 
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Mr. Adams to Secretary Schurz. 

[Telegram.] 

Camp on Plateau Creek, 
Via Los Pinos, October 21, 1879. 

C. Schurz, Secretary, Washington^ D. C, : 

Arrived here this morning, and have succeeded in persuading Indians 
to release Mrs. Meeker, Miss Meeker, Mrs. Price, and two children, with- 
out condition, who will leave here to-morrow morning for Lake City and 
Denver with sufficient escort. I go on to White Kiver to communicate 
with General Merritt. The Indians are anxious tor peace and desire a 
full investigation of the trouble. 

CHAS. ADAMS, 

Special Agent, 



Mr. Adams to Secretary Schurz. 

[Telegram.] 

Camp White Eiver, Colorado, October 21, 1879. 

(Via Rawlins, October 25, 1879.) 
Hon. Carl Schurz, 

Secretary, Washington, D. C. : 

Arrived here last night, midnight, being met by troops in force 20 
miles south. Have consulted with General Merritt, and we a^ree on 
further movements. After sending my dispatch of the 2Ist from Plateau 
Creek, advising you of the rescue of the women and children without 
condition, I rode over to the main camp on Grand Iliverand met all the 
chiefs engaged in the Milk Creek affair and agency massacre. They 
explained their side, saying that they tried to avoid a fight with Major 
Tbornbnrgh by inviting him and escort to the agency for a talk and 
peaceable arrangements, but that this was refused, and thatThornburgh 
insisted upon fighting as the best mode of settlement; that then the 
fight inside the line of reservation naturally occurred, about a hundred 
of the young men under leaders Jack and Johnson being engaged there- 
in ; that, further, when a messenger from the front arrived in the main 
camp between old and new agency reporting the killing and wounding 
of i^O of the young men, they all, without exception, concluded to kill 
Agent Meeker, holding him responsible for the loss, and because the 
evening before he had told them that Major Thornburgh had a wagon 
full of handcuffs and rope to hang some and put the others in irons;' 
that then, after killing Meeker, one of the employes shot and killed an 
Indian, and the others barrica<led themselves in a building for a fight, 
and that thereupon they set fire to the building and shot them while 
escaping therefrom ; and that the two parties of freighters on the road 
were then also killed, after opening tire on the Indians. The Indians 
lost, killed and died of wounds, during first day, 23 ; afterwards, in fight 
with employes and freighters, 14; total, 37, That they consider that in 
view of this loss and what they call an open and upright fight, they not 
having molested any settlers, they should be allowed to remain where 
they are, unmolesteii by the troops; that the whole affair should be in- 
vestigated, and if any one is guilty of anything except open and fair 
fighting, then those to be punished. They claim that they are all ecLuallY 
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interested in what took place, and especially blame Agent Meeker for 
the determined effort to get them into trouble. Captain Jack was the 
spokesman on this occasion, and all the others agreed to what he said. 

After leaving the hostile camp we met runners, whp rei)Oited that 
their lookouts had a fight on the 20th with a hunting jparty from the 
camp, brought about accidentally by a scout firing on an Indian 20 
miles from here, in which two whites, the scout Hume, and Lieutenant 
Weir, and two Indians were killed. The Indians claim that they w^ere 
posted at that place to observe movements of troops, and did not want 
to tight, and did not until after Hume had killed an Indian. 

My conclusions of the whole affair are, that if Major Thoruburgh had 
gone to the agency with escort simply, the whole trouble would have 
been averted; that the party of young men under Jack went out to 
fight unknown to the older chiefs, and that the loss of so many young 
men excited the others so that the killing at the agency could not be 
averted. It is hard to say at present who should be punished, and only 
after examining Mrs. Meeker and the others, which so far I have had no 
opportunity to do, can the full guilt be fastened on any one ; but I am 
satisfied that the attack on Thornburgh was premeditated, and that the 
leaders should be punished. 

I shall return tomorrow to the hostile camp and on to Chief Ouray. 
"Shall explain to him my reasons for thinking attack on Thornburgh 
premeditated and unnecessary, he having heard only the story of the 
Indians ; shall insist and advise that he bring the leaders to justice, 
and I think that part may be safely left with him, and think also that 
they should be given credit for their good treatment of the captives 
and the delivery of same to me. General Merritt meanwhile will keep 
the troops here ; and I would request in answer to this a final demand 
or proposition directed to Ouray, which may be sent me via Del Norte 
to Los Pinos Agency, and which I shall communicate to him, and then, 
if refused, try to keep him peaceable while General Merritt advances. I 
have given all information I possess in regard to the country to the lat- 
ter, and while I know that eventually these Indians will be conquered, 
I also know that the campaign will be very difficult in winter, and that 
the settlements on the Gunnison and Middle Park will suffer severely. 
All these matters might be considered, and farther action taken accord- 
ingly. I shall be back at Los Pinos by 30th, and expect further instruc- 
tions there. 

CHARLES ADAMS, 

Special Agent. 



Agent Stanley to Secretary Schurz, 

[Telegram. ] 

Los Pinos Aoenoy, Colorado, 

October 23, 1879. 
Secretary Schurz, 

Washington^ D. C. : 

Women given up. The Utes want peace. Ouray will do all he can. 
If troops are stopped, he can do much ; if not, cannot say how much he 
can do ; he has done much already ; his voice and influence is for peace 
and justice. 

STANLEY, Agent. 
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Secretary Schurz to Mr. Adams. 

[Telegram.] 

Department of the Interior, 

Washington^ October 26, 1879. 
General Charles Adams, 

Special Agent, Los Pinos Agency, via Del Norte, Colo. : 

Di8i>atcb of 24tb from White River received. Your dispatch from 
Plateau Creek also received. The President desires me to express his 
very high appreciation of the courage and good judgment displayed in 
the performance of your task. 

You will now insist upon the following terms: The White River Utes 
are to move their camp temporarily to the neighborhood of Los Pinos. 
A commission consisting of Brevet Major-General Hatch, yourself, and 
Ouray, to meet at Los Pinos as soon as possible, legal adviser and clerk 
to be furnished by government, to take testimony to ascertain the guilty 
parties ; the guilty parties so ascertained to be dealt with as white men 
would be under like circumstances. The White River Utes, or at least 
the mischievous elements among them, to be disarmed. These terms, 
approved by the President and General Sberman, are fair, and the most 
favorable that can be offered. State this to Onrav. 

C. SCHURZ, Secretary. 



Secretary Schurz to Mr. Adams. 

[Telegram.] 

Department of the Interior, 

Washington, October 26, 1879. 
General Charles Adams, 

Special Agent, Los Finos Agency, via Del Norte, Colo.: 

Additional instructions, confidential. You will be able to judge whether 
you can insist upon the disarmament of the White River Utes without 
breaking up a peaceful arrangement, or whether this condition can be 
dispensed with without danger. It is highly desirable that it be effect- 
ed ; do it if you can. 

After having settled terms, consult Ouray and others, according to 
your judgment, about measures to prevent trouble in future. Peace- 
able maintenance of the whole Ute Reservation, considering the heated 
feeling of people of Colorado, will be hardly possible. Settlement in 
severalty according to plan discussed by us at Denver ; removal of those 
who will not so settle to consolidated reservation on headwaters of 
Chama and Navajo Rivers, as agreed upon with commission last year; 
removal of part of Ute tribe to Uintah or Indian Territory, are among 
the possibilities. Sound the influential men about this as your judg- 
ment may suggest and report. More about this by letter. 

C. SCHURZ, Secretary. 



Secretary Schurz to Mr. Adams, 

Department of the Interior, 
Office of the Secretary, 
Washington, D. C, October 27, 1879. 

My Dear Sir : It gives me heartfelt pleasure to add my thanks for 
the good sei vices you have rendered to the acknowledgmeute.Ll'^V^- 
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g:raplie(l from tbe President to yoo yesterday. 1 am sure you will have 
the applause of every good man in the country. 

In yesterday's telegram I indicated the desirability of a settlement of 
the Ute troubles, including a thorough change in the condition of that 
tribe. When 1 saw you at Denver we discussed the practicability of in- 
ducing the Utes to settle down upon agricultural lands in their reser- 
vation, in severalty, and to accept individual title in fee-8im|)le inalienable 
for a period of years, secured by law to be obtained at the ensuing ses- 
sion of Congress. It must be evident to every sensible man among them 
that the late outbreak and the excitement following thereupon in the 
State of Colorado have thoroughly changed their relations with the 
white people of that State, and that it will be very difficult to maintain 
between them peace and good understanding as long as the present ter- 
ritorial limits of their reservation continue. They will be exposed to 
all sorts of trouble, and may be subjected to very disastrous consequen- 
ces if they remain located as they are. In our conversation at Denver 
a month ago we agreed that their settlemeut in severalty upon agricul- 
tural lands in their reservation, each head of a family and each adult 
male member of the tribe taking 160 acres, the rest of the land to be 
disposed of to settlers and miners for the benefit of the Indians, would 
be calculated to meet the difficulty. It seems probable that under ex- 
isting circumstances many of them might be induced to settle down in 
this manner who but a short time Hgo rejected the idea of working for 
a living and were determined to adhere to their old ways. 

You will undoubtedly have many opportunities to press this idea 
upon them, and possibly may come .to a definite understanding with 
them to that effect. I desire that you should make every possible effort 
in that direction. We shall be ready to furnish all those who show a 
willingness to follow this advice all the necessary agricultural imple- 
ments, and as large a supply as possible of cattle and other domestic 
animals; in short, to promote their progress and prosperity in every 
possible way. This you can state to them. 

If there are many still unwilling to do this, even under present cir- 
cumstances, it will be necessary to get them out of the way of the 
trouble that will inevitably result from contact with white settlers and 
mining prospectors. You remember that last year a commission was sent 
out to induce the Utes to settle near the headwaters of the Chama and 
Navajo Elvers, and that, while several bands agreed to do so, the Wliite 
Kiver Utes refused. Congress made no appropriation to carry out the 
agreement, and thus it dropped for the time being. It might be takea 
np again now, with the certainty that if the Utes want to remove to 
that locality, Congress will make the necessary provision at the next 
session. It is doubtful, however, whether the country indicated will be 
the best for the Utes, inasmuch as within the limits defined by the com- 
mission at that time there seems to be very little land capable of any 
sort of cultivation. Perhaps you know that country yourself, and can 
form an opinion upon that subject. It has also occurred to us here 
that some of the Utes might desire to join their relations at the Uintah 
Agency. If so, there seems to be not only no objection, but it is rather 
desirable, inasmuch as it would divide the tribe. Whether there is any 
prospect of inducing any of the Utes to go to the Indian Territory, you 
will probably be able to ascertain soon. If I remember rightly, you ex- 
pressed the opinion to me at Denver that there was not. If they could be 
prevailed upon to take that step, it would of all solutions be the best. I 
think it will not be difficult for you to make them understand that now 
every chance of their continuing their old life of hunters is past, and 
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that the absolute necessity of going to work and settling down quietly 
like white people is immediately upon them. 

Having full confidence in your judgment, as well as your zeal, I have 
only to request that, after you have surveyed the field in all directions, 
you will give me a full report, and your own suggestions as to what will 
be practicable and advisable, so that thereupon more definite instruc- 
tions may be forwarded to you. 
Very truly, yours, 

0. SCHURZ, Secretary. 

General Chas. Adams, &c. 



Inspector Pollock to Commissioner Hayt, 

[Telegram.] 

Los riNOS, Colo., October 25, 1879. 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 

Washi7igton^ D. G, : 

Latest. — Your telegram of 18th instant this moment received. Brought 
stenographer from Denver ; have investigated agency affairs here; Stan- 
ley is not a proper man for agent, biit do not think it advisable to 
change at this time, as matters are quiet here, and Adams is authorized 
to act. I will to-morrow proceed to Southern Agency in compliance with 
your telegram of fourteenth. Letter on agency affairs. 

POLLOCK, Inspector. 



Mr. Adams to Secretary Schurz. 

[Telegram.] 

LosEN PiNOS, Colo., October 29, 1879. 
Hon. C. ScnuRZ, Washington^ I). C. : 

Returned here this morning, and had another long council with the 
Indians on Grand River on the 20th instant. They are willing that the 
guilty be punished; but it is almost impossible to learn particulars and 
names of such from them. I have faith in Ouray's ability to compel the 
surrender, or killing of those found guilty, and in order to Jiscertain 
£his it seems best that a commission of three, of whom one should be an 
officer of the Army, say General Crook or ^Vlerritt, be sent here to make 
a thorough investigation, find out the guilty, and determine the punish- 
ment. Chief Ouray favors this, and agrees to have the White River 
chiefs in attendance here. 

It don't seem advisable under the circumstances to involve the peo- 
ple of Colorado, living in exposed localities, in the horrors of a border 
warfare, which would surely take place should these negotiations fail. 
My argument of great number of troo|)s against them, they meet by 
rapidity of movements on their part, knowledge of country, and ex- 
posed frontier, whereby many innocent whites would suffer, as well as 
they in the end succumb by being hunted and killed. 
' I send this while writing an answer to mine of 24:th, from White 
River, and will be guided thereby further. 

CHAS. ADAMS, 

Special Agent. 
S. Ex. 31 2 
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Mr, Adams to Secretary Schurz. 

[Telegram.] 

Alamosa, Colo., November 2, 1879. 
Hon. C. Schurz, Secretary of the Interior, Washington, D. G. : 

Your dispatch of 26tb was received on 29th, soon after nnne of lat- 
ter date bad left, it being substantially in accordance with Ouray's 
and my views of the situation. The terms will be carried out fully upon 
receipt of dispatch. Couriers were immediately dispatched to the hos- 
tile camp with orders to come to Uncompahgre at once, and Ouray 
thinks that in ten days from that time, or the 8th of ^November, we 
will be ready for business. 

Although confident that we will succeed, I would advise that the 
troops now at Garland be sent quietly to Lake City at once, from there 
to make cam]) at Indian Creek, on edge of reservation, where they 
would be only 50 miles from Uncompahgre, within easy reach. I would 
also ask authority to enlist with pay a number, say 30, Uncompahgre 
Utes, as a police force for the time being, to guard agency, make ar- 
rests, and carry dispatches. 1 would also suggest that you request La- 
fayette Head, of Conejos, Colo., lieutenant governor of this State, to act as 
official interpreter for the commission. Ouray and myself consider him 
the best man to be obtained. Telegram will reach him via Alamosa. 
Meanwhile I have come out to consult with General Hatch, and also to 
take testimony of the late captives, and further telegrams will reach me 
today at Manitou; to morrow and next day at Denver. Such of the 
officers as Lieutenant Cherry and Captain Payne, of Thornburgh's com- 
mand, as can throw light on that fight might be sent here as witnesses 
without delay. A short hand reporter should also be provided. 

ADAMS, Agent. 



Secretary Schurz to Mr Adams, 

[Telegram.] 

Department of the Interior, 

^Va8hington, November 3, 1879, 

General Adams, Special Agent, Denver, Colo. : 

Your dispatch from Los Pinos, October 29, and Alamosa, November 2, 
received. Your action approved. Name of interpreter you suggest is 
not clear in your dispatch. 1 authorize you to engage him for the de- 
partment. Engage also a stenographer there at usual rates. Inspector 
Pollock had stenographer with him, who ujay still be within reach ; if 
not, engage another. General Hatch will provi<le a military officer as 
legal counsel. Select an agency employe as clerk, if one is needed in 
addition to stenographer. 

You are authorized to select as many Indian policemen as needed, to 
be paid out of scout fund, $15 per month, and rations. Call them 
scouts. 

I consulted General Sherman concerning" movements of troops. Is 
this agreed upon between you and Ouray f Care should be taken not 
to arouse any suspicion with Ouray and Indians generaJly as to our 
good faith. Is the whole force of 1,500 mien, or only part of them, 
wanted at Lake City and Indian Creek ? The movement of troops be- 



UTE INDIANS IN COLORADO. 19 

ihg attended with trouble and expense, General Shermin desires an- 
swer to these questions before issuing orders. Is there danger that ex- 
cited people in Colorado may still try to precipitate conflict? I leave 
it to your judgment to inform Governor Pitkin, confidentially, that a 
settlement of the Ute question in accordance with interests of people of 
Colorado, but also just to Indians, is earnestly intended, but the mat- 
ter of surrender must be disposed of first ; and that interference by au- 
thorities or people of Colorado would be most unwise, and cannot be 
tolerated. 

C. SCnURZ, Secretary. 



Mr. Adams to Secretary ScMirz. 

[Telegram.] 

Denver, Colo., November 4, 1879. 
C. SCHURZ, Secretary of the Interior^ Washington, D. C: 

la answer to yours of yesterday, would state that I did not consult 
Ouray about moving, troops from Garland to Lake City, inasmuch as I 
did not know that any troops were there, supposing all to l|p with Gen- 
eral Hatch, at Pagosa ; but I know that he would be satisfied, if some, 
say 300, would be near to the agency, without being on reservation ; 
they being at Garland practically of no value, should any trouble occur, 
which is not anticipated, but may take place. If Lake City is too near 
reservation, say four or five companies of cavalry might go 20 miles^ 
above town of Saguache, where they would be eighty minutes near, 
aDd Indians would not know it. 

If, however, this movement should be attended with too much cost,, 
we might wait until November 8, and, if then necessary-, the movement 
may be made. I should like to have them nearer, without making In- 
dians suspicious. As to feeling in Colorado, I think the commission wilL 
be given a fair opportunity to settle the trouble. I had a long interview 
with Pitkin, and informed him fully of your instructions and your hopes 
in the interest of Colorado, and he wishes me to state tbat he will give 
me all assistance in his power for success. I have asked him to keep 
the newspapers quiet. Tbe people are all right. Will go to Greeley to- 
day, where Meekers are, and return to morrow, south. 

C. ADAMS, Special Agent. 



Oeneral Hatch to Secretary Schttrz. 

[Telegram.] 

Alamosa, Colo., November 4, 1871). 

To the Secretary of the Interior, 

Washington y I). 0. : 

Learn Adams is in Denver. From what department is the expense 
to be paid of clerk and taking evidence, as directed in telegram f Can 
the interest-money due the Utes, some of which is now in my hands, 
be used for this purpose ? 

HATCH, Commissioner. 



20 UTE INDIANS IN COLORADO. 

Mr. Adams to Secretary Schurz, 

[Telegram.] 

Denver, Colo., November 4, 1879. 
lion. Carl Schurz, 

Secretary of the Interior, Washington^ D. G. : 

The examination, under oatb, of tbe late captives discloses such brutal 
and barbarous treatment ot them (particulars by mail), in which Chiefs 
Douglass and Johnson with others are implicated, and which has been 
unknown and unexpected to me (as 1 also believe to Ouray), that I fear 
now, with living witnesses against them, that perhaps they will not obey 
Ouray's order, and troops will probably have to be used against them. 
Still, in order to carry out our arrangement, I shall go back to Los 
Pinos, as if nothing further had transpired ; shall notify Ouray, and 
look the situation over, and, for the reasons stated, the cavalry now at 
Fort Garland should make a forward movement to Indian Creek, either 
via Saguache or Lake City, and they can be stopped, if necessary, after 
consultation with Ouray; but I now consider it more probable that they 
will have to be used, while before this investigation I thought other- 
wise. I have just heard from General Hatch, and anything to me to- 
morrow wij^ be forwarded to me from here. 

CHARLES ADAMS, 

Special Agent. 



Secretary Schurz to Mr, Adams, 

[Telegram.] 

Department of the Interior, 

Washington^ November 5, 1879. 
General Charles Adams, 

Special Agents Denver, Colo,: 

Your dispatch of yesterday received. I conferred about it with Gen- 
eral Sherman. He had received the following telegram from Colonel 
Mackenzie: 

I received this morning the following message from Special Agent Adams, that he, 
Mr. Adams, telegraphed to Washington to have the troops now at Fort Garland sent 
to Lake City, where the Ute peace commission sit. He, Mr. Adams, thought the 
movement would take place in a few days. My own experience and judgment leads 
me to believe that any such movement until the i)eace commisoion has entirely com- 
pleted its labors will be peculiarly objectionable. 

General Sherman and myself are of the same opinion. It appears to 
us that the success of your commission depends greatly upon Ouray's 
influence, and that his influence is more likely to be weakened than 
strengthened by threatening military movements, which cannot be kept 
secret from the Indians. Anything that can be construed as bad faith 
on our part may defeat a peaceable settlement. The troops would be 
moved for one of two purposes, either to operate promptly against the 
Indians if the commission fail?, or to insure the safety of the commis- 
sion. In the first case it is thought that the troops could advance and 
operate from their present position quickly enough as soon as the failure 
of the commission is certain. They have orders to that effect. As to 
the safety of the commission, troops 50 miles from them will be too far 
to do any immediate good, while their advance might have the same 



UTE INDIANS IN COLORADO. 21 

effect as in the Thornburgh case. You will have to depend largely upon 
the fidelity of Oaray and his people. Ascertain his feelings about this 
matter. 

Your apprehension that Douglass and Johnson with living witnesses 
against them will not obey Ouray's order and make the use of troops 
necessary seems to leave out of account the circumstance that those 
witnesses were in their power and they surrendered them uncondition- 
ally. A favorable arrangement as to the future location of the Utes 
will be calculated to somewhat mitigate the punishment of guilty par- 
ties. You will be better able to judge when you see whether White 
River Utes have obeyed Ouray's order to come to Los Pinos. Estab- 
lish a line of reliable runners between Los Pinos and Del Norte for the 
rapid transmission of information. I need scarcely impress upon you 
the great importance to the country of the success of your mission. 
Your courage and judgment have so far won such applause throughout 
the country that a failure of peaceable settlement now would be a great 
disappointment as well as disaster. You must not fail. I express my 
opinion franklv ; do the same. 

C. SOHURZ, Secretary. 



Mr, Adams to Secretary Schurz. 

[Telegram. ] 

Colorado Springs, Colo., November 6, 1879. 

C- SCHTJRZ, 

Secretary of the Interior J Washington^ D, C ; 

Your dispatch of yesterday received. All right. Will do the best I 
can, and still hope to be successful. My own life is nothing, if war can 
be averted from Colorado. 

C. ADAMS, Special Agent, 

Agent Stanley to Commissioner Indian Affairs. 

[Telegram.] 

Los PiNos Indian Agency, Colo., 

November- 3, 1879. 
Commissioner Indian Affairs, 

Washington^ B.C.: 

How shall the White River Utes be subsisted while at this agency, 
also others, during the sitting of the proposed commission at this place! 

STANLEY, Agent, 

Secretary Schurz to Mr. Adams. 

[Telegram.] 

Department of the Interior, 

Washington, November 8, 1879. 
General Charles Adams, 

Special Agent, Los Pinos Agency, via Del Norte, Colo. : 

Agent Stanley inquires whether White Kiver Utes, while commvmow 
is sitting, are to be fed. My opinion is that tliey ate> e>\\\X\\^OL\Ai\vc>>(K\\\i^. 
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They took 1,700 head of cattle from White River, and destroyed other 
supplieH. The cattle may keep them alive for some time. If want 
makes them feel what they have done, so much the better. 1 leave it, 
however, to the commissiou, to decide whether the granting or with- 
holding of supplies will be best calculated to make them surrender the 
guilty and accede to other conditions. Perhaps the alternative of sup- 
plies if tbey yield, or starvation if they don't, may have a strong effect. 
Communicate the judgment of the commission on this point to Agent 
Stanley, who will act accordingly. Show this to Stanley as answer to 
his dlHpatch. Keep in mind that according to treaty all those members 
of Uto tribe who commit hostilities against the government lose their 
treaty rights. Your success is earnestly hoped for. 

C. SCHDRZ, Secretary. 



Mr, Adams to Secretary Schurz, 

[Telegram.] 

Los Pings Agency, November 10, 1879. 

lion. 0. Scuuuz, 

Secretary of the Interior^ Washington^ B. 0. ; 

Arrived here yesterday and immediately proceeded to Chief Ouray's 
house, where I met about twenty of the chiefs and head men of White 
lliver Utea, who had come in in obedience to Ouray's orders. The others 
are expected. The camp of these Indians is about 50 miles distant on 
Gunnison Kiver. 

Nothing is changed in situation here. Chief Ouray is positive that 
when satisfied of the guilt of Indians, he will have power enough to ar- 
rest and hold them. Remained all night with them and returned here 
to-day. 

I expect General Hatch and attaches of commission to-morrow, and 
that the work of taking testimony may proceed at once. I shall have a 
number of Indian witnesses in attendance. 

I should desire the immeiliate pfesence of Captain Payne, Lieutenant 
Cherry, Scout Rankin, and such others of Thornburgh's command as 
can testify in the case ; also ofl5cial copies of correspondence bt^twcen 
Meeker and Thornburgh and Meeker and the department. 

Since coming back here am Siitistied that your views as expressed in 
telegram of oth instant were correct and wise, and in case of failure we 
shall have plenty of time to warn settlers, and it is always time to com- 
menoe war. I shall try to push the work of the commission, and shall 
ket'p you advised constantly. 

C. ADAMS, Commissioner. 



S^^r^iary Schnrz to Mr, Adams. 

Detaetmknt of the Interior, 

XoremUr li, 1879. 

SiK ; 111 AooonUnoe with your re<|aest I transmit herewith certified 
copies of i\a|x^r$ on file in the Indian Office relative to the reoent oat- 
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break of White River Utes ; also copy of the letter of the Gonimis- 
siouer of Indian Affairs transmitting said papers to this department. 
Very respectfullv, 

C. SCHURZ, Secretary. 

General Charles xVdams, 

Special Agents cCc, Los Pinofty Colo. 



Mr. Adams to Secretary Schttr::. 

« 

[Telegram.] 

Los PiNOS, Colo., November 14, 1879. 

Hon. C. ScnuRZ, 

Secretary J Washington^ 7). C. : 

The commission is now organized, ^nd Chiefs Douglass, Johnson, and 
Sawawick are in attendance to give testimonv. All is going smoothly. 

C. ADAMS, Special Agent. 



Secretary Schiirz to Mr. Adams. 

[ IVlograin. ] 

Department of the Interior, 

Washington^ Xovember 15, 1879. 

General Charles Adams, 

Ute Commission, IjOS Finos Agency, ria Lake City, Colo. : 

Papers have been mailed, and Captain Payne and Lieutenant Cherry 
ordered to appear. Scout Rankin is at Rawlins, and says he will ap- 
pear if his expenses are paid, he not being in government service. Is 
his appearance thought important ? Does the commission recommend 
anything with regard to Jack, reported to have gone to Uintah ; or can 
Ourav manage his case ! He should, if possible, be brought in. 

C. SCUURZ, Secretary. 



Mr, Adams to Secretary Sehurz. 

L Telegram.] 

Los Pinos Agency, Xovember 15, 1879. 
Hon. C. Schurz, 

Secretary of the Interior, Washington, D. C: 

We have been in session the fourth day, and have examined some of 
the hostile chiefs without result whatever. They, evidently, have re- 
solved among themselves not to criminate others, while they protest 
their own innocence. Chief Ouray, however, asks for time, and we 
think it best to proceed slowly. Inasmuch as this plea may be made 
for indefinite period, 1 would request instructions on that question. 
The commission, under your instructions, has ordered Agent Stanley to 
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issue rations to such of the White Kiver Dtes as have been brought 
hero by Ouray as witnesses, and to none others. 

0. ADAMS, Special Agent. 



Secretary Schurz to Mr. Adams. 

[Telegram. ] 

Department of the Interior, 

Washington^ November 17, 1879. 
General Chas. Adams, 

Ute Commission, Los Pinos, via Lake Citg, Colo. : 

Dispatch of 15th received. The artifice of the chiefs is too transpar- 
ent. The following declaration might be made by commission: The 
agent and employes have been murdered. Thornburgh's command was 
attacked. Nobody else was there to do this but the White River Utes. 
If they will not disclose who is responsible, they must all be held responsi- 
ble, forfeit their treaty rights, and be otherwise dealt with as the gov- 
ernment may determine. The testimony of individual members of 
White River baud may thus be obtained. Every effort should be made 
to accomplish this. The testimony of captive women is also material. 
Finally, the commission will have to make up their minds as to who the 
guilty parties are, and ask Ouray to give them up. Take your own 
time. If you accomplish your object a few days make no difference^ 
Directions of commission as to rations are approved. 

0. SOHDRZ, Secretary. 



Secretary Sclmrz to 3[r, Adams. 

[Telegram.] 

Department of the Interior, 

Washington^ November 18, 1870. 
General Charles Adams, 

Ute Commission, Los Finos, via Lake City, Colo, : 

It appears to me that you should go to the people of White River 
Utes instead of the chiefs. I did not expect that the chiefs would crim- 
inate themselves. Their people will have to consider whether they will 
sacrifice themselves for the responsibility of their chiefs. Probably you 
can reach those people by some of Ouray's Indians. The solution may 
be found in this direction. Do not give up until every expedient is ex- 
hausted. 

C. SCHURZ, Secretary. 



Mr. Adams to Secretary Schurz. 

[Telegram.] 

Los PiNOS, November 17, 1879. 
Hon. C. Schurz, 

Secretary of the Interior, Washington, D. C: 

Ouray has proposed, and I heartily agree with him, that after the 
commission has taken testimony, it adjourn to Washington to make ita 
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report, accompanied by about eight or ten of tbe principal chiefs, includ- 
ing, say, Douglass, Sawonick, and Jack, from White,River. I think this 
best for the reason that a final settlement of all the difficulties, includ- 
ing the reservation and removal question, had better be decided at the 
seat of government and while Congress is in session; thinking this in 
accordance with the wish expressed by you in our personal interview at 
Denver, I favor the plan. General Hatch, president of the commission, 
telegraphs vou also. 

CHAS. ADAMS, 

Special AgenU 



General Hatch to Secretary Schurz. 

[Telegram.] 

Los PiNOS, Colo., November 17, 1879. 

Seceetary of the Interior, 

Washington^ D, G. : 

Chief Ouray this morning asks for time, and believe it is the interest 
of the government to take to Washington such chiefs as we may desig- 
nate, not to exceed ten, including some of the leading White River 
chiefs. In the mean time, while waiting for your answer, we will con- 
tinue to take such testimony as wo can obtain here and elsewhere. 

HATCH, Golond. 



General Hatch to Secretary Schurz. 

[Telegram.] 

Los PiKos Agency, Colo., 

Xovemher 18, 1879. 
Secretary of the Interior, 

Washington y £>, G. : 

Commission will take testimony of officers and men now at White 
Biver, on its way out, at some convenient point. To save expense and 
time, Ouray promises to bring Jack here in six days ; will take him to 
Washington, if that course is approved. I concur with General Adams 
that this is the best plan now presented. 

HATCH, Golonel. 



Secretary Schurz to General Hatch. 

[Telegram.] 

Department of the Interior, 

November 19, 1870. 
To General Hatch, 

Ute Commission^ Los Finos Agency ^ via LaJce Gity, Golo. : 

Ouray's proposition to come to Washington with some chiefs is ac- 
ceptable, with the proviso that we cannot receive here as delegates any 
White River Utes who were connected with the crimes committed there. 
Their talk before the commission as if no crimes had been c3mi£Lltt^*(i 
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to tbeir knowledge ia tbe merest trifling. Ouray cannot expect the 
government to accept such testimony, or to act upon any assumption so 
absurd. 

There can be no doubt that Douglas, Jack, and the other White Kiver 
chiefs know who attacked Thornburgh and who massacred the agency 
people. Tbeir concerted efforts to shield the guilty parties by tbe trans- 
parent plea of ignorance as to the well-known facts, raises a strong 
presumption against themselves, and they are therefore not fit men to 
treat with. They can clear themselves so as to be received here only 
by pointing out and surrendering the guilty parties. They must all be 
made to understand that unless this is done the whole tribe must be 
held responsible and be dealt with accordingly. You may assure Ouray 
that his loyalty is highly appreciated by the government and his advice 
always welcome, but the question whether the guilty parties must be 
found and surrendered, in failure of which the tribe must be proceeded 
against, is not open for negotiation. 

Ouray's visit here can have only two objects, to recommend mercy in 
individual cases, and then his recommendation will be received with re- 
spect; and secondly, to discuss with us what arrangements are to be 
made for the Utes hereafter. If the commission has any further facts 
or views to state with regard to the delegation, do so without delay. 
Can you advise what should be done in case Ouray and the loyal chiefs 
come away to insure good conduct on the part of the White Kivor lead- 
ers? The commission, if they have reason to think themselves in danger, 
must follow their own judgment in taking such steps as their safety may 
require. I earnestly hope you will succeed. 

0. SCHURZ, Secretary. 



Oeneral Hatch to Secretary Schurz, 

[Telegram.] 

Los PiNos Agency, 

November 19, 1879. 
Secretary of the Interior, 

Washington^ D, C. : 

In answer to dispatch of 17th, yesterday, the commission was as- 
sured that all of the White River Utes would come in and give their full 
testimony. The Indians' attempt at dodging is well understood by the 
commission, who have demanded a different course on the part of the 
Indians. Ouray has ordered all the Indians in here by the 24th. We 
shall then arrive at the fact or close the commission with the demand 
intimated in your letter. 

HATCH, Commissioner. 



Mr, Adams to Secretary Schurz. 

[Telegram.] 

Los PiNos Agency, Colo., 

November 2\, 1879. 
Hon. 0. Schurz, 

Secretary of the Interior, Washington, D, (7. ; 

In answer to yours of 18th, just received, will state that I do not 
propose to give up, as I know from all my dealings with them that be- 
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fore a point cau be gained the case often looked hopeless and yet was 
accoDQplished. The snow is very deep on the mountains now, and has 
put an end to military movements for this winter, so that while I am 
urging the Indians as much as possible, and threaten as much as I dare, 
I know some delay will be in our favor. 

CHA8. ADAMS. 



Secretary Schtirz to General Hatch, 

[Tclogram.] 

Department of the Interior, 

Washington, Kovemher 22, 1879. 

General Hatch, 

Ute Commission, Los Finos Agency, via Lake City, Colo. : 

Your dispatch of 19th received. When you have all the White Eiver 
Utes under your influence, it may be well to have them understand, in 
the way ot suggestion without making formal promises, that those who 
merely took part in the light at Milk Creek at the instigation of their 
leaders, will be considered ftrst entitled to mercy, if they now promptly 
comply with the demands of the government. This is the real intention 
here, but it seems proper to leave Ouray the opportunity of interceding 
in their behalf. This will probably facilitate the identification and sur- 
render of the really guilty parties. You seem now on the road to suc- 
cess. Take your own time. 

C. SOnURZ, Secretary. 



Oeneral Hatch to Secretary Schurz, 

[Telegram.] 

Los PiNos Agency, 

November 24, 18'?9. 

0. Schurz, 

Secretary of the Interior, Washingt07i, D. C: 

We have information the White River Utes are on their way, includ- 
ing Jack. We are now of opinion that we sball be successful in carry- 
ing out your wishes. At all events, we have patience enough to try it. 
So far as the danger is concerned, the commission have not given that a 
thought; they must take their chances. 

HATCH, Commissioner. 



General Hatch to Secretary Schnrz, 

[Telegram.] 

Los PiNOS Agency, Colo., 

November 25, 1879. 
Secretary of the Interior, 

Washington^ 1). C, : 

^o new developments today since dispatch of yesterday. 

HATCH ^ Commm\o\\.eY » 



28 UTE INDIANS IN COLORADO. 

Oeneral Hatch to Secretary Schurz. . 

[Telegram.] 

Los PiNos Agency, Colo., 

November 26, 1879. 

Secretary of the Interior, 

Washington^ D. 0. ; 

All investigation was stopped this morning by runners from the White 
Eiver Utes, who state runners from the Uintah Utes say troops were 
moving to Uintah Agency, to make prisoners, and all Uintahs had left 
for camps of White Kiver Utes, who now refuse to come in until assured 
this is not true. Indians are informed this is false. Troops are in- 
structed not to advance during present negotiations. Advance of troops 
closes any further business he e. Ouray thinks the story is an inven- 
tion of the Mormon element, who are doing all in their power to create 
serious trouble. This will delay the commission six days, until the 
White River runners return from the Uintah Agency. 

HATCH, Commissioner. 



Secretary Schurz to Agent Stanley, 

[Telegram.] 

Department of the Interior, 

Washington, November 24, 1879. 

Agent Stanley, 

Los PinoSj via Lalce City, Colo. ; 

It is reported in the newspapers that you are interfering with the 
business of the commission. You are positively forbidden to do so. 
You will refei; Ouray and all other Indians speaking to you about the 
pending difficulty to the commission. 

0. SCHUIiZ, Secretary. 



Secretary Schurz to Mr. Adams. 

[Telegram.] 

Department of the Interior, 

Washington, November 24, 1879. 

General Charles Adams, 

Ute Commission^ Los Finos Agency^ via Lalce City, CoL : 

It is reported that Agent Stanley is interfering with the work of the 
commission. Is this so? He has j)ositive orders to abstain from such 
interference, and to refer all Indians speaking to him about the pending 
difficulty to the commission. 

C. SCHURZ, Secretary. 
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Mr, Adams to Secretary Sclmrz, 

[Telegram.] 

Westebn Union TELEaEAPH Co3ipany, 

Los Pinos Agency^ November 2%^ 1879. 

C. ScnuRZ, 

Secretary of the Interior^ Washington^ D. G, : 

Agent Stanley continues to interfere; yesterday be received and re- 
ceipted for money stolen by Douglass during the Meeker massacre, and 
did not notify the commission, but secretly opened correspondence with 
Mrs. Meeker in regard thereto. By such action the Indians are led to 
believe that the surrender of stolen property might be taken in extenua- 
tion of their crimes, which we have steadily refused. You can see that 
whether Stanley does this through ignorance, or want of discretion, or 
motives of his own, he is working directly against us, and unless the 
Indians are given to understand that his course is disapproved they 
will continue to believe that Agent Stanley can give them better terms 
than we can. 

CHAS. ADAMS. 



Secretary Schurz to Agent Stanley, 

m 

[Telegram. ] 

Department of the Interior, 

Washingtony November 30, 1879. 

General Stanley, 

Los PinoSj via Lalce City, Colo. : 

You are ordered to report here at the Indian Office without delay. 
Leave the clerk in charge of the agency. Turn over to commission all 
correspondence relating to White liiver difficulty. Do not delay jour 
departure a moment. 

0. SCHURZ, Secretary. 



Secretary Schurz to Qeneral Hatch. 

[Telegram. ] 

Department of the Interior, 

Washington, November 29, 1879. 

General Hatch, 

Ute Commission J Los Finos Agency, via Lake City, Colo. : 

I T^ish you would endeavor to ascertain in your inquiries whether the 
Mormous are really responsible for the mischief reported by you on 26th. 
Your perseverance deserves great praise, and we still hope you will 
succeed. 

C. SCHURZ, Secretary. 
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General Hatch to Secretary Schnrz, 

[Telogram.] 

Los PiNOS, yovember 29, 1879. 
Secretary of the Interior, 

Washington^ D, C. : 

The advance of the White River Utes are comiug in. Word is sent 
us, there seems to bo more in the Mormon inflaence than we first sap- 
posed. 

HATCH, Cor^imissioner. 



Secretary Schurz to General Hatch. 

[Telegram.] 

Department of the Interior, 

Washrngtoiij December 1, 1879. 
General Hatch, 

Ute Commission^ Los Pinos Agency, via Lake City, Colo,: 

Dispatch of November 29 received. Impress as strongly as possible 
upon Indians Article 6 of Ute treaty of ^6S, by which they explicitly 
bind themselves to surrender offenders, in failure of which the tribe 
makes itself responsible for violation of treaty and forfeits all its treaty 
rights. 

C. SOHURZ, Secretary. 



General Hatch to Secretary Schurz. 

[Telegram.] 

* 

W^estern Union Telegraph Company, 

Los Pinos Agency, November 28, 1879. 

Secretary of the Interior, 

Washington, D. C. : 

Shall J pay members and recorder of commission $5 per diem ? No- 
arrangement made by agent to provide food and lodging here. 

E. HATCH, Commissioner. 



Secretary Schurz to General Hatch. 

[Telegram.] 

Department of the Interior, 

Washington, November 30, 1879. 
General Hatch, 

Ute Commission, Los Pinos Agency, via Lake City, Colo. : 

You may pay members and recorder of commission as requested in 
your dispatch of 28th. Agent Stanley has been ordered to Washington 
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without delay. The clerk will take charge of the Agency and is instruct- 
ed to give the commission every possible accommodation and to refrain 
strictly from all interference with its business. 

C. SOHURZ, Secretary. 



General Hatch to Secretary Schurz, 

[Telegram.] 

Los PiNOS Agency, December 1, 1879. 

Secretary of the Interior, 

Washington, Z>. 0. ; 

The Indians continue to come in and seem inclined to testify more 
freely. 

HATCH, Commissioner. 



General Hatch to Secretary Schurz. 

[Telegram. ] 

Los PiNOS Agency, December 3, 1879. 

Secretary of the Interior, 

Washington, D* C. ; 

All the hostiles including Jack have arrived this morning. Matters 
are improving, though no one can predict what the Indians may do at 
present. 

HATCH, Commissioner. 



General Hatch to Secretary Schurz. 

[Telegram.] 

Los Finos Agency, December 7, 1879. 

Seicretary of the Interior, 

Washingto7i, D. C. : 

Closed testimony yesterday; demanded parties recognized at mas- 
sacre; the list includes head chief Douglass. The Indians went into 
council last night and are now in council; will answer tomorrow. 
I^reseut indications are that they will accept the ultimatum, surrender 
of the guilty or annihilation of the tribe. The Indians consider death 
incidental to surrender and trial. The struggle among themselves has 
assumed serious proportions. The influence so far is in favor of sur- 
render. A trifle may change this any moment. 

HATCH, Commissioner, 
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General Hatch to Secretary Schurz 

[Telegram.] 

Los PiNOS Agency, December 6, 1879. 

0. ScniTBz, 

Secretary of the Interior^ Washington^ D, C, : 

The Indians have given their answer. They will surrender the guilty 
parties if they be tried in Washington. They believe they cannot have 
a fair trial in Colorado or Xew Mexico ; that the people of Colorado 
were all their enemies. The White lliver chiefs leave to bring the par- 
ties demanded. We wait your decision before leaving. 

HATCH, Commissioner, 



Secretary Schurz to General Hatch. 

[Telegram.] 

Department of the Inteeioe, 

Washington, December 8, 1879. < 

General Hatch, 

Ute Commission, Los Pinos Agency, via Lake City, Colo. : 

1 congratulate the commission on the success achieved. I shall lay 
the matter before the Cabinet to-morrow and then advise you of the 
decision. 

C. SCHURZ, Secretary. 



Secretary Schurz to General Hatch. 

[Telegram.] 

Department of the Interior, 

Washington, December 9, 1879. 

General Hatch, 

Ute Commission, Los Pinos Agency, via Lake City. Colo.: 

Eeceive the surrender of the Indians designated by your commission^ 
with the understanding that they will be guaranteed a fair trial by a^ 
military commission outside of Colorado and New Mexico. Inform 
Ouray that he will be received here with four or five Uncompahgres, 
three Southren Utes, and three White Ei ver Utes. Take care that good 
and influential men be selected, especially from the White River Utes. 
It will probably be desirable to have Jack here. Take possession of the- 
prisoners with a military guard to convey them in the first place to Fort 
Leavenworth. 

C. SCHURZ, Secretary. 
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Secf^eiary Schurz to General Hatch. 

[Telegram.] 

Department of the Interior, 

WashingtoHj December 9, 1879. 

General Hatch, 

Ute Commis8ionj Los Pines Agency, via Lake City, Colo. : 

CoDfideDtial. It is preferred not to bring the prisoners to Wash- 
ington for trial. Fort Leavenworth would in many respects be 
more convenient. Try to arrange it so. But if it is essential to pro- 
cure the surrender you may consent to have them brought for trial to 
the Department of the East, in which Washington is situated, in which 
case the trial might be had 'at Fortress Monroe. 

0. SCnURZ, Secretary. 



General Hatch to /Secretary Schiirz. 

Los Pinos Agency, JDecemher 10, 1879. 

The Secretary of the Interior, 

Washington, 2>. 0.: 

The Indians, in their request to be tried in Washington, mean by Wash- 
ington the general government; are willing to be tried anywhere out of 
Colorado; state through Ouray that they may as well be hung to the 
trees at agency as to be taken to Denver. Ouray says, as we have 
demanded all the names mentioned by the women, they have made a 
mistake, which will be known at trial, but that they will serve the proper 
persons as soon as ascertained who they are. They turn over all Indians 
mentioned by the women. 

HATCn, Commissioner. 



Mr. Adams to Secretary Schurz. 

[Telegram.] 

Lake City, Colo., December 13, 1879. 
C. Schurz, 

Secretary of Interior: 

General Hatch having taken charge of prisoners and other arrange- 
ments for chiefs to go to Washington, and there being nothing to do 
for me at Los Pinos, I left that place. Am ready to return to my post- 
office duties. Any further instructions will reach me at Manitou. From 
there I will advise you of my opinion in regard to further negotiations 
with the Indians by letter. 

0. ADAMS. 
S. Ex. 31 3 
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Secretary Schurz to Mr. Adams. 

[Telegram.] 

Department of the Interior, 

Washhigton, December 15, 1879. 
General Charles Adams, 

Special Agent, Alamoso, Colo. : 

Yoor dispatch of 13th received. Last dispatch from General Hatch 
is of the 10th. Have received nothing definite about surrender of pris- 
oners. Were they surrendered when you left, and what was state of 
affairs then ? I desire to have you here, together with the delejgratiOD, 
and hear your opinion concerning further negotiations. Please answer 
immediately. 

C. SOHUKZ, Secretary. 



Mr. Adams to Secretary Schurz. 

[Telegram.] 

South Pueblo, Colo., December 16, 1870. 
Carl Schurz, 

Secretary of Interior, }Vas1iington, D. (J.: 

Yours of yesterday just received, while traveling home. Your dis 
patch of 0th was received by us on 11th and communicated to Ouray 
who immediately left for camp of White Elver Utes to hurry up theii 
movements. Before the receipt of your dispatch one of the twelve des- 
ignated by us, a son of Douglass, had been brought in, but we instructed 
Ouray to keep him and others until the full number was ready to 13€ 
delivered. Before I left I understood that a few others were at bis 
house, but not all, which was hardly to be expected, as only five days 
had elapsed, with snow very deep, traveling slow, and the Indians 
much scattered. I consider the surrender an accomplished fact, and can- 
not think of a possibility that it be prevented, although General Hatch 
may be delayed in bringing them out, as the snowfall in that country' 
has been unprecedented and transportation can hardly be obtained. 
Further negotiations in Washington as to the reservation will be easier 
of accomplishment than our task so far. Will write you fully. 

CHAS ADAMS. 



General Hatch to Secretary Schurz. 

[Telegram.] 

Los PiNos, Agency, Colo., 

December 13, 1879. 
Secretary of the Interior, 

Washington J D, C. : 

Ouray has left for the bands of White River Utes, to assist in bringiol 
in the Indians demanded. It is now as certain that the Indians will t>^ 
surrendered as any arrangements can be relied upon with Indiai^^ 
Adams left for Denver yesterday. 

HATCH, Commissioner* 
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Oeneral Hatch to Secretary Schurz, 

Los PiNOS, Agency, December 22, 1879. 

Secretary of the Interior, 

Washitigton^ B, G. : 

If necessary, will you authorize one of the agency employes to go on 
with Indians f 

HATCH, Commissioner. 



Secretary Schurz to Oeneral Hatch. 

Department of the Interior, 

Washington^ December 24, 1879. 
General Hatch, 

Ute Commission^ Los Pinos Agency^ Colo. : 

Yes. Select any one that can be temporarily spared. 

C. SCHUKZ. 



General Hatch to Secretary Schurz. 

[Telegram.] 

Los Pin OS, December 20, 1879. 
Secretary of Interior, 

WashingtoHy D. C. : 

Ouray returned from White.River Utes this morning; has given the 
tribe until the 23d to bring in the prisoners. We shall know then whether 
they will be given up. There is a serious division in the tribe. 

HATCH, Commissioner. 



Secretary Schurz to Oeneral Hatch. 

Department of Interior, 

Washiiigtonj December 22, 1879. 
General Hatch, 

Ute Commission^ Los Pinos Agency, via Lake City, Colo. : 

Your dispatch of 20th received. Do not permit Ouray and White 
River Utes to indulge in any doubt as to the inevitable consequences 
of a refusal to surrender the parties pointed out by the commission in 
violation of this treaty. 

0. SCHURZ, 

Secretary. 
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• Oeneral Hatch to Secretary Schurz. 

Los PiNOS, Agency, Colo., 

December 24, 1879. 
Secretary of the Interior, 

Wa^hington^ £>. C: 

Jack, Colorow, Sawawick, of the White liiver Utes, carae in jester- 
day with part of prisoners. I refused to accept an;- if not all, and 
informed the chiefs shoald leave on 28th ; wonld receive the prisoners 
at Eiiue's or any point on the road. It was impressed upon them that 
they had solemnly agreed to accept the terms decided upon in council; 
that the chiefs of the other tribes present with the White Eiver Utes 
would be held responsible for the consequence ; that the government 
was lenient, and would accept nothing less. !No assurance can now be 
sent you that these prisoners will be turned over. Either the prisoners 
have escaped, or the chiefs have not the power to take them. Ouray 
attributes much of the trouble to Mormon influence. It is apparent the 
war spirit is iucreasing. I had secured transportation for the ludiaus, 
which shall now discharge, as it may be impossible to go over the range. 
The chiefs are willing enough to go. If you have any instructions, 
please answer early. 

HATCH, Commissioned'. 



Secretary Schurz to Oeneral Hatch. 

Department of the Interior, 

WashingtOHj JJece^nber 26, 1879. 
General Hatch, 

Ute Commissiony Los Pinos Agency^ via LaJce City^ Colo. : 

Your dispatch of 24th received. I desire to communicate it to th^ 
President who is absent. Await further answer at Los Pinos. 

C. SOHURZ, Secretary. 



Secretary Schurz to General Hatch. 

[Telegram.] 

Interior Department, 
WashingtOHj December 26, 1870. 
General Hatch, 

Ute Commission^ Los Pinos Agency ^ via LaJce City, Colo, : 

Your position taken in the talk with the chiefs is in the main approved* 
It is thought possible, however, that tbe cliiefs made a last attempt at 
bargaining, while really feeling the necessity of surrender. Your dis- 
patch does not state how many and which of the parties designated by 
commission were brought in. If nine or ten of the principal culprits, 
Douglass included, are giv'en up, the terms may be considered substan- 
tially complied with. The escape of two or three individuals of minor 
importance is of little consequence if the principal culprits are surren- 
dered. You know who they are. I write this after consultation with the 
President, the Secretary of War, and General Sherman, and we are all 
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agreed upon these instructions. We do not want a war if it can be 
honorably avoided. A war would be difficult and very costly in every 
respect, and for more than two months military operations are impossi- 
ble. Time spent in endeavors to secure peace on our terms is therefore 
not time lost. General Sherman is decided in the opinion that even 
under the worst circumstances, procrastination would now be good 
policy. While the dignity of the government must not becompromised, 
and while your threat to leave may possibly have been the best thing to 
bring about full compliance with our terms, no possibility of peaceable 
settlement should be thrown away until every expedient is exhausted. 
The arrangements with the Utes which are to follow the prevention of 
war, are of equal if not greater importance for the future. I trust to 
your good judgment to manage things without precipitation, so that 
notwithstanding difficulties the good end be still accomplished. Nobody 
expected the surrender to be very prompt and cheerful, but it is not 
thought impossible now. 

C. SCHURZ, Secretary. 



Secretary Scliurz to Oeneral Hatch, 

Department of the Interior, 

Waahingtony December 27, 1879. 

General Hatch : 

Ute Commission^ Los Pinos via Lake City^ Colo.: 

The press dispatch in this morning's papers seems to suggest that you 
desire to go to Kline's ranch for reasons of convenience. In that case 
do. not understand my dispatch of last night as opposing that movement 
if yon can carry out instructions there as well as at Los Pinos. Please 
telegraph more fully about state of things. 

C. SCHURZ, Secretary. 



Oeneral Hatch to Secretary Schurz. 

Los Pinos AasNCY, 

Decmnber 26, 1879. 
Secretary of the Interior, 

Wa^shington^ D. C: 

If Indians fail to turn over prisoners on 28th, have decided to take 
five chiefs out of Indian country ; three of them, Southern chiefs, ordered 
bere. Ouray says he must go. There is strong opposition from war 
party to commission leaving until terms can be obtained from govern- 
Dient as Indians desire. Telegraph Indian Creek if you wish Indian 
chiefs to go further. White Kiver Utes came in yesterday, wanting ra- 
tions. Sherman in charge referred them to me for authority to issue. I 
refused until they comply with agreement. 

HATCH, Commissioner. 
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Secretary Schurz to Geiieral Hatch. 

[Telegram.] 

Interior Department, 

' Washington^ December 30, 1879. 

General Hatch, 

TIte Commission^ Indian Greelc or Los Pinos^ via LaJce City^ Colo,': 

The friendly chiefs yoa have selected are to come to Washington. It 
is understood that no White Eiver Utes can be received here unless the 
surrender is effected. Make all the necessary arrangements as to inter- 
preter and employ^ to accompany those coming. 

C. SOHURZ, Secretary. 



Seci'etary Schurz to General Hatch, 

Interior Department, 

Washington^ December 28, 1870. 

To General Hatch, 

TIte Commission^ Los Pinos on Indian CreeJc, viaLaJce City, Colo.: 

Let no rations be issued to White Kiver Utes so long as our terms are 
not complied with. Follow your own judgment as to taking chiefs oat 
of Indian country. The question . whether they are to be brought here 
is reserved for decision according to circumstances. Telegraph more 
fully to give me a clear view of the situation. 

0. SOHUKZ, Secretary. 



General Hatch to Secretary Schurz. 

[Telegram.] 

Cliff's Kanch, Colo., December 20, 1870. 

Secretary of the Interior, 

Washington, D. C. : 

Cline's Kanch is ten miles nearer the camps of the White Kiver Utes 
than the agency and twenty-four miles nearer Lake City. My object in 
coming here was to show the Indians I intended to leave and not to 
have them come to agency with their families, where we should be forced 
to give them rations. There is not enough there now for the Uncom- 
pahgres. The Indians in the hands of Ouray of those demanded were 
Douglass, Johnny, Thomas, Peter, Auctewee, Pansitz. It will be neces- 
sary for me to take my men and teams over the mountains before it is> 
too late. I am already obliged to abandon my wagons, and cannot sub- 
sist my animals without great expense. I can return myself. 

HATCH, Commissioner, 
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Secretary Schurz to General Hatch. 

[Telegram.] 

Department of the Interior, 

Washingtonj December 29, 1879. 

General Hatch, 

Ute Commission^ Indian CreeJc 

or Los Pinos, via Lake City^ Colo, : 

Dispatch in papers this morning speaks of danger to yoar personal 
safety. If such danger exists, you will, of course, consider yourself fully 
authorized to take any steps your safety may require irrespective of 
former instructions. If, surrender failing, you have brought Indian chiefs 
with you to Los Pinos, keep them at such place as you may select until 
farther instructions as to their being taken here, which will be sent 
to-morrow. 

C. SCHURZ, Secretary. 



General Hatch to Secretary Schurz. 

[Telegram.] 

Cline's Ranch, Colo., December 30, 1879. 

Secretary of the Interior, 

Wa^hingtonj D. C. : 

Last night Ouray came with Jack, Sawawick, and some of the White 
River Utes, the southern chiefs who were at Los Pinos as hostages for 
tbe good conduct of the White River Utes. I have decided to take 
Jack, Sawawick, and Sam with me. I can then return, if required, to 
again negotiate for the prisoners. I have decided as long as these chiefs 
are held, these Indians will not break out. The Indians demanded, on 
being informed no rations would be issued until the tribe complied with 
tbe demand of the government, left for the Lower Grand River to hunt. 
It will require a month to hunt then) up. 

HATCH, Commissioner. 



General Hatch to Secretary Schurz, 

[Telegram.] 

Cline's Ranch, Colo., December 30, 1879. 

Secretary of the Interior, 

Washington^ D. C. : 

Yours 30th received. By taking the White River chiefs the Indians 
^ill be quiet. Guerro, with his band of Uncompahgres, it seems, ad- 
vised the White River Indians not to go as prisoners, but to leave at 
once. He gives more trouble than others, and recommended holding 
the commission. 

HATCH, Commissioner. 
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Secretary Schurz to General Hatch. 

Department of the Interior, 

Wa^hingtorij December 31, 1879. 

Gcueral Hatch, 

Vte Commission J Curie's Ranch, via LaJce City, CoIq.: 

Your three telegrams of the 29th and 30th received. It is much to he 
regretted that .your dispatches were not more explicit before. 

I learn now for the first time that among those actually offered for 
surrender were Chief Douglass and others of the principal culprits. 
Your last dispatches are not clear on the following points: 

Am I to understand that the order not to feed the White River Utes 
was construed by you as meaning that the prisoners offered should not 
be fed, and for this reason they were permitted to go on a distant hunt! 

Did you propose to bring White River chiefs, in case of failure of the 
surrender, away with you to be taken to Washington, or for what i)ur- 
pose ? 

Telegraph explicit information to clear up these uncertainties, and do 
not send on any chiefs as telegraphed yesterday, until I am clearly ad- 
vised of state of things, and can instruct accordingly. 

C. SCHURZ, Secretary. 



General Hatch to Secretary Schurz. 
[Telegram.] 

Lake City, Colo., January 2, 1880. 

Secretary of the Interior, 

Washington, D. C: 

I arrived here to-night. Received your dispatch of 30th at Indian 
Creek. Send Indians forward by way of Saguache as directed. Re- 
ceived here your dispatch of 31st. The .understanding was clear with 
the Indians, when they turned over the prisoners they were to be rationed 
and their families during their absence. When the Utes made the 
agreement I certainly supposed it would be kept. It is the only one 
they have ever broken with me. It was evident that the war spirit was 
increasing when I left the agency ] it was my intention to take some of 
the chiefs with me to prevent any demonstration from the young men. 
I informed the Indians I should take them as far as Indian Creek, and 
to Washington if you wished them to go. Your telegram, stating you 
wished the negotiations prolonged, made it important [to keep] these 
Indians with me. As long as we have them in our hands there is no 
danger of an outbreak of them. If you will inform me at Alamosa what 
you wish done with the Indians ; also, dispatch to be read to the Indians 
of what you have determined, I can send back one of the Indians. In- 
sist upon the terms, and contract [protract] this policy as long as you 
wish. I therefore do not j^et give up the hope they will turn the prison- 
ers over ; prefer, however, that the Indians who return should visit the 
camp at Garland. Do you wish any evidence taken ? None has yet been 
taken from witness of Thornburgh's command. I have endeavored to 
explain as explicitly as possible. 

HATCH, Commissioner. 
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Secretary Schicrz to General Hatch, 

[Telegram.] 

WAsniNGTONj January 2, 1880. 

General Hatch, 

Ute Commission^ LaJce City : 

(If Hatch has left forward to Alamosa, Colo.) 

Yours of this date received. Please answer the following questions : 
Are the White Eiver Utes offered for surrender still in Ouray's power, 
or where are they ? What chiefs are with you, and to what bands do they 
belong? Yours of December 24:th, announcing offer of part of prisoners 
for surrender was understood as meaning that only a few insignificant 
Indians had been brought in. Had you reported before refusing them 
that Chief Douglass, his son, and others of consequence were among 
them, you would have been Instructed to keep them, and then try for 
the rest. Is there prospect of getting them now! You express hope 
that surrender may still be obtained. Can, in your opinion, anything 
be done from here to that end, and what ? Your proposition to take 
the chiefs who are with you to camp at Garland is approved. I shall 
send dispat^sh to be read to the Indians when I have received your an- 
swer to this. You will also have instructions as to sending delegation 
to Washington. O. SCHCTRZ, 

Secretary. 



General Hatch to Secretary Schurz. 

[Telegram.] 

Alamosa, Colo., January 3, 1880. 

Secretary of the Interior, 

Washington^ D. C : 

The White Eiver Utes who were with Ouray on the 24th are not in 
power, neither have they been since the 26th. The Indians sent 
oat by way of Saguache — Ouray, Wash, Charlie (Dncompahgres)^ Jack, 
Sawawick, Uncle Sam, Charlie (White River Utes); Toputche, Camatche, 
Alexandre, Wimmamache, Agiula,and Buckskin Charlie (of theMuache) 
—expected here on the oth. Ouray was requested to keep the Indians 
you refer to, but had not the power. I am of opinion that the Indians, 
when assured by yourself that there is no other way to avoid destruc- 
tion, will decide to turn over the prisoners. The promise made by them 
that they will turn over those demanded should be insisted upon to the 
last man. As long as these Indians are in our hands the agency at Los 
Pinos is secure. Ouray came out at his own request; brought his wife 
with him. I think it advisable to have them ull before you at Wash- 
ington, or such point as you may designate. 

HATCH, 

Commissioner. 
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Oeneral Hatch to Secretary Schnrz. 

[Telctp^m. ] 

Alamosa, Colo., January 4, 1880. 
Secretary of the Interior, 

Washingtan^ />. C : 

Adams arrived last night ; advises all the Indians be taken to Wasl 
ington at once on arrival here. 

HATCH, 

Commissioner. 



Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

Washingt07i, January 3, 1880. 

Sir : By department reference I have the honor to be in receipt c^i 
Senate resolution of the 8th altimo, calling *'for copies of all corresponcT- 
ence, by letters or telegrams, between the Secretary of the Interior, 
Commissioner of Indian Aftairs, and N. C. Meeker, late Indian ageut 
at White River Agency, since the 1st day of Janaary, 1871), and also 
copies of all correspondence, by letters or telegrams, between the said 
Secretary of the Interior, Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and General 
Hatch, General Adams, the governor of Colorado, Special Agent Pol- 
lock, of and concerning the Ute Indians in Colorado." 

The papers called for by above resolution are respectfully forwarded 
herewith. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. A. HAYT, 

Commissioner. 

The Hon. Secretary of the Interior. 



Department of the Interior, 

September 15, 1879. 

Sir : I have the honor to invite your attention to the inclosed copy 
of letter of this date from the Commissioner of Indian Aft'airs, with iii- 
closure therein noted, in relation to insubordination of the Indians at 
White Eiver Agency, Colorado, in assaulting and driving the agent, !N. 
C. Meeker, from his agency. 

In view of the state of affairs at said agency, as communicated, I re- 
spectfully request that the commandant of the nearest military post 
may be instructed by telegraph to detail a suf&cient guard for the ar- 
rest of such of the Indians as may be found implicated in the disturb- 
ance, and that the ringleaders be held as prisoners until the matter has 
been thoroughly investigated. 
Very respectfully, 

A. BELL, 
Acting Secretary. 

The Hon. Secretary of War. 



Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 
Washington, September 15, 1879. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit herewith copy of a telegram, dated 
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10th instaat, from United States Agent N. O. Meeker, of the White 
Eiver Agency, Colorado, who states that he has been assanlted by a 
leading Indian chief, Johnson, forced from his home, and badly injured, 
bat was rescued by his employes, and that they are in danger of losing 
their lives, and requests protection. 

I respectfnlly recommend that the matter be referred to the honorable 
Secretary of War, with the request that he cause the necessary orders 
to issue to the commandant of the nearest military post to the agency 
to detail a sufficient number of troops to arrest such Indian chiefs as are 
insubordinate, and enforce obedience to the requirements of the agent 
and afford him such protection as the exigency of the case requires ; 
also that the ringleaders be held as prisoners until an investigation oan 
be had. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. J. BEOOKS, 

Acting Commissioner. 

The Hon. Secretary of the Interior. 



White Eiver Agency, Colo., 

September 10, 1879. 

Sir : I have been assaulted by a leading chief, Johnson, forced out 
of my own house, and injured badly, but was rescued by employes. It 
is now revealed that Johnson originated all the trouble stated in letter 
September 8. His son shot at the plowman, and the opposition to plow- 
ing is wide. Plowing stops ; life of self, family, and employes not safe ; 
want protection immediately j have asked Governor Pitkin to confer 
with General Pope. 

N. 0. MEEKEE, 

Indian Agent 
L. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner, c&c, Washingtcnj D. C. 



Department of the Interior, 

November 29, 1879. 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith, for your information, a 
copy of a telegram this day received from General Hatch, dated Los 
Pinos Agency, Colorado, November 26, 1879, in relation to information 
received through ^'runners,'' in relation to movements and intentions of 
Uintah and White Eiver Utes, based upon rumors in relation to the ad- 
vance of the troops against them, which rumors are believed to be cir- 
culated by the Mormons. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

0. SCHCEZ, Secretary. 

The Hon. Secretary of War. 



[Telegram.] 

Los PiNOS Agency, Colo., 

November 26, 1879. 
Secretary of the Interior, 

Washington^ D, C. : 

All investigation was stopped this morning by rumors from the White 
Eiver Utes, who state runners from the Uintah Utes say troooa ^ex<2k 
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moving to Uintab Agency, to make prisoners, and all Uintabs had left 
for camps on White Kiver. (Jtes now refuse to come in until assnred 
this is not tme. Indians are informed this is false. Troops are in- 
structed pot to advance daring present negotiations. Advance of troops 
closes any further business here. Ouray thinks the story is an inven- 
tion of the Mormon element, who are doing all in their power to create 
serions tronble. This will delay tlie commission six days, nntil th 
White River runners return from the Uintah Agency. 

HATCH, Commissioner, 



War Department, 
Washington City, Xovember 28, 1879. 

Sir : I have the honor to inclose herewith copy of telegram from CoU 
Edward Hatch, commissioner, dated the 24th instant, asking if it is th 
intention to move at once upon the hostile Indians upon their refnsal oi^ 
failure to turn over the guilty parties ; also copy of the reply of th^ 
General of the Army thereto. 
Very respectfully, 

GEO. W. McCRAEY, 

Secretary of War. 
The Hon. Secretary of the Interior. 



[Telegram.] 

Los PiNOS, November 24, 1879. 
(Received 10.05 p. m.) 
To General W. T. Sherman, 

Washington, D. G. : 

Is it the intention to move at once upon the hostile Indians, upon re- 
fusal or failure to turn over the guilty Indians. I think it important we 
should know it; in thirty days it will be too late to supply troops over 
the mountains. Ouray, who thinks he can turn over the guilty, wants 
thirty days delay. 

HATCH, 
Colonel and Commissioner, 



[Telegram.] 

Headquarters Army of the United States, 
» Washington, B, C, November 25, 1879. 

To General P. H.. Sheridan, 

Commanding Division, Chicago, III. : 

I received your dispatch of yesterday, announcing your recovery and 
return to your office, and of course am delighted. 

General Ed. Hatch telegraphs me direct from Los Pinos, under date 
of 23d, asking if it be the intention to move at once upon the hostile 
Indians, upon their refusal or failure to turn over the guilty parties. I 
prefer that he, as commissioner, should not report to me direct or in- 
quire about intentions. No military order will go from Washington to 
any one but to you, and no such orders are contemplated until the In- 
terior Department makes a formal written demand on the War Depart- 

ent for action. 
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If winter be tben too far advanced for military operations, then we 
must wait, as we cannot be responsible for the weather or for the moun- 
tains. In the end the guilty must be punished. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 

OeneraL 



Department of the Interior, 

September 2, 1879. 

Sir : I have the honor to inclose herewith copy of a letter from the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, dated the 1st instant, and a copy of a 
letter from Agent Meeker, of the White River Agency, respecting dep- 
redations committed by Indians belonging to the said agency. 

I beg to call your attention to the recommendation of the Commis- 
sioner, and to urge that yon comply with the same if possible. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. BELL, 
Acting Secretary. 
The Hon. Secretary of War. 



Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

Washington, September 1, 1879. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit herewith copy of a letter dated 
11th ultimo, from United States Agent Meeker, of the White River 
-Agency, resi)ectlng depredations committed by Indians of his agency, 
and difficulties in his way in keeping them upon the reservation, with- 
out military aid. The agent states that the large majority of them are 
constantly off the reservation, and intimately associated with the ruf- 
fians, renegades, and cattle thieves of the frontier,'' and he is of opinion 
that these outlaws, aided by the Indians, will make raids on the herds 
of government cattle during the coming winter. The agent also calls 
attention to the evils resulting to the ludians from the unlawful traffic 
in ammunition and liquor by traders whose stores are on Snake and Bear 
Bivers, and the necessity of military aid to break up this traffic. For 
the past eighteen months or more, frequent complaints have been made 
to the office, on account of the traffic carried on with the Indians b}^ 
the traders in the locations indicated, at whose stores the renegade Utes 
of Northern Colorado, and hostile Bannocks in Southern Idaho and 
Wyoming Territories, with other lawless bands, have procured ample 
supplies of ammunition. Two years since, Capt. Charles Parker, U. S. 
A., stationed at Fort Steele, was directed, on the recommendation of 
this office, to make an investigation of affairs on the Bear Kiver, with 
a view to the establishment of a military post there, to protect the set- 
tlers and break up the lawless traffic with the ludians, and keep them 
opon their reservations. After a thorough investigation of the matter, 
that officer, together with the agent of tbe White Kiver Agency, re- 
ported strongly in favor of the measure, and on the 19th of September, 
1877, copies of the papers were transmitted to the department, with a 
view to securing the necessary action on the part of the War Depart- 
ment. But the views of the General of the Army were then adverse to 
tbe recommendation of the officer, and the evils complained of have 
since become more wide spread and serious in their character. 

The agent urges the necessity of the employment of a military force 
to overawe and restrain the Indians, and to break up the traffic referred 
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to OD Suake aud Bear Elvers, and it is respectfully recommended that 
his communication be referred to the honorable the Secretary of War, 
with the request that he cause the necessary orders to issae to the com- 
mandant at Fort Steele, to detail the requisite number of troops for the 
purposes indicated. 

Very respecfully, 

E. J. BROOKS, 

Acting Commissioner. 
The Hon. Secretary of the Interior. 



White River AaENor, Colo., 

A^tgust 11, 1879. 

Sir : In a letter of this date (A) are several things connected with the 
subject of this letter. I have a strouff'belief that a raid is to be made 
on our herd tlirough the connivance of the Indians, and what I want is 
sufficient military force to be sent hither to awe these savages, so that 
they will stay at home. When this shall be done the Indians will be in 
a condition to improve, but now it is simply impossible ; indeed, I fear 
they are already so demoralized that years upon years will be required 
to make anything out of them. A few, say twenty or thirty, I have 
under my control, aud I have great hopes of them; but the rest, fully 
seven hundred, will not stay here. It is useless for anybody to tell me 
to keep them at home while there is no obstacle to their going away, 
and even while they are welcomed by white men who teach them all 
kinds of iniquities. 

I had a conversation the other day on the cars with Major Thorn- 
burgh, commandant at Fort Steele. He said he had always sent my re- 
quests forward and that he had received no orders, and he added that 
if you should request the Secretary of War to command him to keep the 
tribes on their reservation he could start a company of fifty cavalry at 
a day's notice, but without orders he could not go ten miles from the 
fort. 

Another trouble lies in the stores on Snake aud Bear Rivers, or even 
nearer by, which sell ammunition for goods, playing-cards being in large 
supply. Let me ask you what is the use of my warning these traders 
when they know I have no power to back me ? It is only a farce. I 
once wrote to the governor of this State about the violation of the law, 
and he told me if I could apply to the deputy United States marshal for 
the district he would move. I did not apply to him, because said deputy 
kei>t an Indian store himself. 

The things to be done are three : Have the military break up the sell- 
ing of ammunition (and liquor), and the buying of annuity goods at 
these stores. Then, as the Indians cculd not hunt they would work to 
get money, perhaps trap some, aud a store would be established here. 
Of course the military must keep them on their reservation, and white 
men off. When these things shall be done the Indians will begin to 
consider the question of sending their children to school, and they will 
open farms. Now they will not. Already they are making their plans 
for going north, after they get their annuity goods, to hunt buffalo. If 
anything can be done I would like to have a hand in it. 
Respectfully, 

N. 0. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent. 

Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs^ Washington, 2>. C, 
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Department of the Interior, 

October 22, 1879. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit herewith, for your information and 
consideration, a copy of telegram dated the 2l8t instant, from Special 
Agent Charles Adams, at Los Piuos,in relation to matters affecting the 
Ute Indians and the objects of his mission. 
Very respectfully, 

G. SCHURZ, Secretary. 
The Hon. Secret ABY of War. 



[Telegram.] 

Lus PiNOS, Colo., October 21, 1879. 
Carl Schurz, 

Secretary of Interior, Washington, Z>. C: 

Arrived last night at Ouray's camp, and now make preparations to 
go to the camp of Douglass, between Grand and Gunnison Rivers, with 
escort of Indians, to secure the captive women and children, who, I 
have assurances, are safe and will be delivered. Troops should not pro- 
ceed south from White River meanwhile, as I believe that your condi- 
tions to secure peace will be complied with. Kone of the Southern, and 
only a part of the White River Utes, have been engaged in the trouble ; 
all rumors of depredations off the reservation are untrue, except the 
driving oft* of horses from Bear River, and this before Ouray's order to 
cease fighting was received. Ouray has perfect control of his own peo- 
ple, and the White River Utes are in constant communication with him. 
All desire peace. 1 expect to return in six days with the women and 
children. 

CHARLES ADAMS, 

Special Agent 



Department of the Interior, 

October 28, 1879. 

Sir : I have the honor to inclose herewith, for your information, copies 
of communications and telegrams recently received at the Indian Office 
from United States Agents Page and Stanley and Special Agent Ad- 
ams concerning the difficulties with the Utes. 

1 am, sir, very respectfully, vour obedient servant, 

C. SCHURZ, 

Secretary. 
The Hon. Secretary of War. 



Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 
Washington, October 27, 1879. 

Sir : I have the honor to inclose herewith copies of communications 
and telegrams recently received from United States Agents Page and 
Stanley and Special Agent Adams in relation to the difficulties with the 
Utes, and respectfully recommend that they be transmitted to the War 
Department for its information. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. A. HAYT, 

Commissioner. 
The Hon. Secretary of the Interior. 
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[Telegram.] 

FoBT Lewis, Colo., October 18, 1879. 

Hayt, 

Indian Commissioner* j Washingtonj 2>. C: 

Arrived at Fort Lewis yesterday with twenty Utes, chiefs and head- 
men ; held council with General Hatch. They assured him they de- 
sired to remain at peace. I return to agency at once with them. 

PAGE, Agent 



rNlTED 8TATES INDIAN SERVICE, 

Los TiNos Indian Agency, Colo, 

October 15, 1879. 

Sir: There has been no fighting since Sunday, the 5th, when Ouray's 
order reached the Indians, through the hands of employ^ J. W. Brady 
and his escort of Indians. Neitlier has there been any depredations 
committed, that we can learn of by any Indian here or elsewhere. 

Noneof the Southern Utes, none of the Uncampahgre, or my Utes, and 
only a j)art of the White Kiver Utes, led by Captain Jack, took part in 
the fight at White Elver, as I learn it from the Utes here, and I believe 
what they say. If we should -take the statements of what newspapers 
here say (find a few more samples inclosed), and especially the Denver 
Tribune, one would suppose that every Ute on the reservation was on 
the war-path and half of the people in Colorado murdered and their 
property destroyed by tire and stolen by the Utes. In justice to S'apa- 
venaro, the third chief in command of all of the Utes, I wish to say 
that he is a geritleman compared to liis traducers, and was not in the 
White River tight as published, but was here in this vicinity at the time 
of the tight, and headed the Brady escort to that place, in the interest 
of peace and humanity, and that all the Indians came away from the 
battle-field with him when he returned to this place, and is yet a gen- 
tleman and an advocate of peace and good feeliug and friendship be- 
tween the white man and the Utes. If the American people were all 
as honest and conscientious as Sapavenaro, there wonhl be no trouble 
with the Indians auywhere, and we indeed could be truthfully called a 
Christian people. 

Everything is quiet here ; even the whites are getting ashamed of 
themselves and becoming rational, and, tlierefore, no danger threatens 
in the near future. If the soldiers are withdrawn, and a man placed in 
charge who has sufficient discrimination to know how to deal with the 
White River Utes as a band of children, which they are, there need be 
no trouble with them, at least no serious trouble. 

I am not speaking in a reflective nor a suggestive sense, but simply 
aim to give the Indian character and disposition as 1 have learned them 
by studying my Utes since here. 

I hope and trust the Indian Department at Washington will use 
every influence to see that the Utes have a fair hearing in this matter, 
that the world may know who is to blame, the Utes or the cormorants 
surrounding them. I am absolutely disgusted at the conduct of the 
white people, and am not at all surprised that the Indians do occa- 
sionally turn upon the traducers and robbers of their rights. The 
worm will squirm when tread upon and the noble horse defend himself 
when goaded to desperation, and wliy not an Indian, one of God's peO- 
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pie, who is covered by the same divine mantle of charity that enrobes 
the whites, and who are as devout worshipers, in their simple way, at 
the seat of justice and mercy as the white man, with none of the white 
man's hypocrisy and studied cant. 
Respectfully, 

W. M. STANLEY, 
iliited States Indian Agent, 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs^ Washington^ D, C. 



Los PiNOS, Colo., October 18. 
(Received in Washington 2l8t instant.) 

Arrived last night at Ouray's camp, and now make preparations to go 
to the camp of Douglass, between Grand and Gunnison Rivers, with 
escort of Indians, to secure the captive women and children, who, I have 
assurances, are safe and will be delivered. Troops should not proceed 
south from ^Yhite River. Meanwhile, as I believed that your conditions 
to secure peace will be complied with, none of the Southern and only a 
part of the White River Utes have been engaged in the trouble, and all 
rumors of the depredations off the reservation are untrue, excei)t the 
driving off of horses from Bear River, and this before Ouray's order to 
cease fighting was received. Ouray has perfect control of his own peo- 
ple, and the White River Utes are in constant communication with him. 
All desire peace. I expect to return here in six days with the women 
and children. 

CHARLES ADAMS, 

Special Agent. 

Carl Schurz, 

Secretary of the Interior, Washiitgton, 



DEPART3IENT OF THE INTERIOR, 

October 29, 1879. 

Sir : I have the honor to invite your attention to the inclosed copy of 
a telegram this day received from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 
addressed to him under date of the 24th instant, from Los Pinos, Colo., 
by United States Indian Inspector Pollock, in relation to an interview 
had by him with the Ute chief Ouray, relative to the causes which led 
to hostilities on the part of the White River Utes, and the means to be 
adopted to prevent further difficulties, together with a copy of the letter 
of the commissioner transmitting said telegram. 
Yery respectfully, 

C. SCHURZ, 

Secretary, 
The Hon. Secretary of War. 



Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

WashingtoUy October 28, 1879. 

Sib : I have the honor to transmit herewith copy of a telegram, dated 
24th instant, from United States Indian Inspector W. J. Pollock.^ ^^vx^ 

S. Ex.31 4' 



60 UTE INDIANS IN COLORADO. 

an account of an interview had^by him with the Ute chief Ouray rela- 
tive to the cause of the hostilities on the part of the White River Utes, 
and the measures to be adopted to prevent further difficulties, and re- 
spectfully recommend that the same be transmitted to the War Depart- 
ment for its information. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 



E. A. HAYT, 

Commissioner. 



The Hon. Secretary of the Interior. 



[Telegram.] 

Los Pinos, Colo., October 24, 1879. 

Commissioner Indian Affairs, 

^VashingtonJ D. C. : 

Since telegram yesterday have had long confidential talk with Ouray. 
He says no white man had been killed, nor had Indians malicious 
intentions until after approach of military upon their country; that 
before Thoruburgh engagement one of his nephews and another peace- 
able Indian were killed by soldiers ; that if military are withdrawn there 
will be no more bloodshed ; that White Eiver Indians are in close com- 
munication with Utah Utes, Eastern Shoshones, Northern Arapahoes, 
and others, who have heretofore agreed to share their fate, and are now 
ready to aid in opposing advance of troops. He expresses. fears of gen- 
eral Indian war unless military are withdrawn, and for his own safety 
should it become known he communicated plans of Indians. 

POLLOCK, Inspector. 



Department of the Interior, 

October 30, 1879. 

Sir : I have the honor to invite your attention to the inclosed copies 
of letter from Agent Page, of Southern Ute Agency, dated, respectively, 
the 1 5th and 19th instant, relative to the condition and attitude of the 
Utes of that agency, and copy of a telegram, dated the 23d instant, 
from Inspector Pollock, relative to difficulties with White River Utes, 
and the course pursued by Chief Ouray and himself, which papers have 
this day been received by this department from the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs. 

. Very respectful!, 

C. SCHURZ, 

Secretary. 
The Hon. Secretary of War. 



Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

^Vash^ngtonJ October 29, 1879. 
Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith copies of two letters from 
United States Agent H. F. Page, of the Southern Ute Agency, dated 
15th and 19th instant, respectively, relative to the condition and atti- 
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tade of the Utes of that ageocy, and copy of a telegram, dated 23d 
instant, from United State Inspector W. J. Pollock, relative to difficul- 
ties with White River Utes, and the coarse pursaed by Chief Ouray 
and himself. I respectfully recommend a reference of these papers to 
the War Department for its information. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 



The Hon. Secretary of the Interior. 



E. A. HAYT, 

Commissioner. 



United States Indian Service, 
Southern Ute Agency, Colo., 

October 15, 1879. 

Sir: I start to-morrow morning, the 16th, for Fort Lewis, fifty miles 
east, on horseback, accompanied by Chief Ignacio, Jaqula, chjef of 
Maaches, Narragimsup, chief of renegades, and ten other chiefs and 
headmen, to meet General Hatch, U. S. A., commanding district, for 
the purpose of allowing the Indians an opportunity to give him assur- . 
ances of their good behavior. 

I expect to be absent from the agency four days. All is quiet and 
orderly here. The Indians are under perfect control ; the danger of 
an outbreak seems to have passed. 
I have not called for military assistance for the agency. 
Very respectfully, 

HENRY PAGE, 
United States Indian Agent. 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner Indian A fairs. 



United States Indian Service, 

Southern Ute Agency, 

October 19, 1879. 

Sir : I arrived at agency last night with Indians from council with 
General Hatch at Fort Lewis, of which I sent you telegram. To-morrow 
will commence the issue of annuity goods. Think some of the young 
bucks have stolen away and gone to join the White Rivers; will know 
positively to-morrow and next day. 

My regular reports are unavoidably delayed, my whole time being 
spent in efforts to keep the Indians under control. I still expect to 
keep the Southern Utes on reserve and out of the fight. 
Very respectfully, 

HENRI PAGE, 

United States Agency. 
Hon. E. A. Hoyt, 

Indian Commissioner. 



[Telegram.] 

Los Pinos, Colo., October 23, 1879. 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 

Washington, D. C. : 

Courier just arrived bearing messages from General Adams dated 2Ist. 
Says that just after leaving Adams he was overtaken by au ludiauL ^V^<^ 
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informed him the soldiers were catting roads and ad vancing on tba 
tioDof Wiiite Birer Indians camped oil Grand River; that another 
had commenced ; that Indiana desire peace, but would contest tb 
vauce of soldiers. Ouray, who is advised of every movement, 
propositions have been made by the Uintah and Shoshones to a 
preventing advance of soldiers. Other adviceswill doubtless be rec 
before morning, and if iightiug continuea, Ouray and myself will st 
the front tomorrow and trv to ]>revent farther bloodshed. 

POLLOCK, Impem 



Department of the Inteeiob, 

XovemI>er 8, 1* 

SiB: I have the honor to traDsmit herewith, for yoar informi 

telegrams commauicated tbrongh the Indiaa Office by letter of 7 

stant, this day received, from United States Indian Agent Stanley 

Pinos agency, aii'd Inspector Pollock, dated, respectively, 24th anc 

□Itimo, in relation to Ut« ditficalties. 

Very respectfully, 

C. SCBUE2 
Secreti 
The Hon Sechetary of War. 



depahtjieat of the interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 
Waakiagton, November 7, It 
Sib : I have the honor to transmit herewith copies of telegrams 
United States Agent Stanley and United States Inspector Pol 
iJated 24 and 25 ultimo, respectively, relative to Ute difficulties, ai 
spectfnlly recommend their reference to the War Department for 
formation. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 



The Hon. Secretary op toe Interior. 



[Tl-ll'ilRlll]. ] 



1. A. HAT! 
Commissio': 



Los Pinos, Colo., October 24, li 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 

Washington, D. C: 
Womea and children safe at Ouray's hoase, but somewhat des 
of clothing; will be provided for here. Ladies returned in chai 
George D. Sherman, clerk at this agency, and W. M. Cline, of Cimi 
with escort of my Utes. General Adams gone to meet Merritt's comi 
who is said to be advancing. Douglass refused Secretary Schur: 
vitatlon to come here. 

STANLEY, As 
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[ Tele jif ram.] 

Los PiNOS, Colo , October 25, 1879. 

MISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 

Washington^ D, C, : 

le captives, Mrs. and Miss Meeker, Mis. Price, and two children, ar- 
l last night in charge of Major Sherman, agency clerk, and Mr. Cline; 
> at Ouray's house, and go ea>st today. They are in good health, 
idering the hardships endured. Have taken their statements in 
il. Xo books or papers were saved. They brought away only the 
les they wore; their private funds, amounting to 830, were taken, 
ms expected here to-morrow. Nervousness apparent here yet. 
le prevails. Saltpeter could not save this country but for the coun- 
f Ourav. 

POLLOCK, Inspector. 



Depart:)hent of the Interior, 

December 10, 1879. 

R: I have the honor to inclose herewith copies of two dispatches 
smitted to General Hatch, Ute commissioner, under date of 9th in- 
t, in relation to surrender of Wliite River Utes and their convey- 
under military guard to Fort Leavenworth, or, if essential, to Fortress 
roe, and have respectfully to request that corresponding instruc- 
s may be given the proper military authorities. 
Verv respectfullv, 

C. SCHUKZ, Secretary. 
be Hon. Secretary of War. 



[Tfleuraiij.] 

I)epart3ient of tue Interior, 

Washington, December 9, 1879. 
leral Hatch, 

Ute Commission, Los Finos Agency, via Lake City, Colo,: 

deceive the surrender of the Indians designated by your commission, 
b the understanding that they will be guaranteed a fair trial by a 
itary commission outside of Colorado and Xew Mexico. Inform 
ay that he will he received here with four or five Uncompahgres, 
i^ Southern Utes, and three White River Utes. Take care that good 
iiitiiiential men be selected, especially from the White River Utes. 
nil probably be <lesirable to have Jack here. Take possession of the 
iouers, with a military guard to convey them in the first place to Fort 
ivenworth. 

C. SCHURZ, Secretary. 



[TrU'^nuii. J 

itideutial.J Department of the Interior, 

Washington, December 9, 1879. 

eral Hatch, 

Ute Commission, Los Pinos Agency, via Lake City, Colo.: 

is preferred not to bring the prisoners to Washington for trial. For t 
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an account of an interview had^by him with the Ute chief Ouray rela- 
tive to the cause of the hostilities on the part of the White Eiver Utes, 
and the measures to be adopted to prevent further difficulties, and re- 
spectfully recommend that the same be transmitted to the War Depart- 
ment for its information. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 



E. A. HAYT, 

Commissioner, 



The Hon. Secretary of the Interior. 



[Telegram.] 

Los PiNOS, Colo., October 24, 1879. 

Commissioner Indian Affairs, 

Washington, D. C. : 

Since telegram yesterday have had long confidential talk with Ouray. 
He says no white man had been killed, nor had Indians malicious 
intentions until after approach of military upon their country; that 
before Thornburgh engagement one of his nephews and another peace- 
able Indian were killed by soldiers ; that if military are withdrawn there 
will be no more bloodshed ; that White Kiver Indians are in close com- 
munication with Utah Utes, Eastern Shoshones, Northern Arapahoes, 
and others, who have heretofore agreed to share their fate, and are now 
ready to aid in opposing advance of troops. He expresses. fears of gen- 
eral Indian war unless military are withdrawn, and for his own safety 
should it become known he communicated plans of Indians. 

POLLOCK, Inspector. 



Department of the Interior, 

October 30, 1S79. 

Sir : I have the honor to invite your attention to the inclosed copies 
of letter from Agent Page, of Southern Ute Agency, dated, respectively, 
the 1 5th and 19th instant, relative to the condition and attitudie of the 
Utes of that agency, and copy of a telegram, dated the 23d instant, 
from Inspector Pollock, relative to difficulties with White Kiver Utes, 
and the course pursued by Chief Ouray and himself, which papers have 
this day been received by this department from the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs. 

. Very respectfull, 

C. SCHURZ, 

Secretary, 
The Hon. Secretary of War. 



Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

Washington^ October 29, 1879. 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith copies of two letters fron 
United States Agent H. F. Page, of the Southern Ute Agency, datec 
15th and 19th instant, respectively, relative to the condition and atti 



^v 



mU. 
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tade of the Utes of that agency, and copy of a telegram, dated 23d 
instant, from United State Inspector W. J. Pollock, relative to diffical- 
ties with White River Utes, and the coarse pursued by Chief Ouray 
and himself. I respectfully recommend a reference of these papers to 
the War Department for its information. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. A. HAYT, 
Commissioner. 
The Hon. Secretary of the Interior. 



United States Indian Service, 
Southern Ute Agency, Colo., 

October 15, 1879. 

Sir : I start to-morrow morning, the 16th, for Fort Lewis, fifty miles 
east, on horseback, accompanied by Chief Ignacio, Jaqula, chief of 
Muaches, Narragimsup, chief of renegades, and ten other chiefs and 
headmen, to meet General Hatch, U. S. A., commanding district, for 
the purpose of allowing the Indians an opportunity to give him assnr- . 
ances of their good behavior. 

E expect to be absent from the agency four days. All is quiet and 
orderly here. The Indians are under perfect control ; the danger of 
an outbreak seems to have passed. 
I have not called for military assistance for the agency. 
Very respectfully, 

HENRY PAGE, 
United States Indian Agent, 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner Indian A fairs. 



United States Indian Service, 

Southern Ute Agency, 

October 19, 1879. 

Sir : I arrived at agency last night with Indians from council with 

General Hatch at Fort Lewis, of which I sent you telegram. To-morrow 

m\\ commence the issue of annuity goods. Think some of the young 

bucks have stolen away and gone to join the White Rivers; will know 

positively to-morrow and next day. 

% regular reports are unavoidably delayed, my whole time being 
spent in efforts to keep the Indians under control. I still expect to 
keep the Southern Utes on reserve and out of the fight. 
Very respectfully, 

HENRl^ PAGE, 

United States Agency, 
Hon. E. A. HOYT, 

Indian Commissioner, 



[Telegram.] 

Los PiNOS, Colo., October 23, 1879. 

Commissioner op Indian Affairs, 

Washington, D, 0. ; 

Goarier just arrived bearing messages from General Adams dated 21st. 
«*y8 that just after leaving Adams he was overtaken by an Indian who 
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informed him the soldiers were cutting roads and advancing on that por- 
tion of White Kiver Indians camped on Grand Eiver ; that another fight 
bad commenced ; that Indians desire peace, but would contest the ad- 
vance of soldiers. Ouray, who is advised of every movement, says 
propositions have been made by the Uintah and Shoshones to aid in 
preventing advance of soldiers. Other advices will doubtless be received 
before morning, and if fighting continues, Ouray and myself will start to 
the front to-morrow and try to prevent further bloodshed. 

POLLOCK, Inspector. 



Department of the Interior, 

Xovemher 8, 1879. 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith, for your informatioD^ 
telegrams communicated through the Indian Office by letter of 7th in- 
stant, this day received, from United States Indian Agent Stanley, Los 
Pinos agency, and Inspector Pollock, dated, respectively, 24th and 2oth 
ultimo, in relation to Ute difficulties. 
Very respectfully, 

C. SCHURZ, 
Secretary, 
The Hon Secretary of \Yar. 



Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

Wmhington^ 2foveniber 7, 1879. 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith copies of telegrams from 
United States Agent Stanley and United States Inspector Pollock ^ 
dated 24 and 25 ultimo, respectively, relative to Ute difficulties, and re- 
spectfully recommend their reference to the War Department for its in- 
formation. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 



The Hon. Secretary of the Interior. 



E. A. HAYT, 

Commissioner, 



[Telegram.] 

Los Pinos, Colo., October 24, 1879. 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 

Washington, D, C. : 

Women and children safe at Ouray's house, but somewhat destitute 
of clothing; will be provided for here. Ladies returned in charge of 
George D. Sherman, clerk at this agency, and W. M. Cline, of Cimarron^ 
with escort of my Utes. General Adams gone to meet Merritt's command^ 
who is said to be advancing. Douglass refused Secretary Schurz's in- 
vitation to come here. 

STAKLEY, Agent. 
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[Telegram.] 

Los PiNOS, Colo , Odober 25, 1879. 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 

Washington J D, C. : 

The captives, Mrs. and Miss Meeker, Mrs. Price, and two children, ar- 
rived last night in charge ot* Major Sherman, agency clerk, and Mr. Cline; 
sleep at Ouray's house, and go east today. They are in good health, 
considering the hardships endured. Have taken their statements in 
detail. Xo books or papers were saved. They brought away only the 
clothes they wore; their private funds, amounting to 830, were taken. 
Adams expected here to-morrow. Nervousness apparent here yet. 
Peace prevails. Saltpeter could not save this country but for the coun- 
sel of Ourav. 

POLLOCK, Inspector. 



Department of the Interior, 

December 10, 1879. 

Sir: I have the honor to inclose herewith copies of two dispatches 
transmitted to General Hatch, Ute commissioner, under date of 9th in- 
stant, in relation to surrender of White River Utes and their convey- 
ance under military guard to Fort Leavenworth, or, if essential, to Fortress 
Monroe, and have respectfully to request that corresponding instruc- 
tions may be given the proper military authorities. 
Verv respectfully, 

C. SCHUKZ. Secretary. 
The Hon. Secretary of War. 



[T»'le^raiM.] 
DEPART3IENT OF TUE INTERIOR, 

Washington, December 9, 1879. 
(leueral Hatch, 

Ute Commission^ Los Finos Agency, via Lake City, Colo,: 

Keeeive the surrender of the Indians designated by your commission, 
with the understanding that they will be guaranteed a fair trial by a 
military commission outside of Colorado and New Mexico. Inform 
Ouray that he will he received here with four or live Uncompahgres, 
three Southern Utes, and three White River Utes. Take care that good 
and influential men be selected, especially from the White River Utes. 
It will probably be desirable to have Jack here. Take possession of the 
prisoners, with a military guard to convey them in the first place to Fort 
Leavenworth. 

C. SCHURZ, Secretary. 



[Telegram. J 

Contideutial.J Department of tue Interior, 

Washington, December 9, 1879. 

General Hatch, 

Ute Commission, Los Pinos Agency, via Lake City, Colo.: 

It is preferred not to bring the prisoners to Washington for trial. For t 
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Leavenworth would in many respects be more convenient. Try to ar- 
range it so. But if it is essential to procure the surrender, you may con- 
sent to have them brought for trial to the Department of the East, in 
which Washington is situated, in which case the trial might be had at 
Fortress Monroe. 

C. SCHURZ, Secretary. 



r Telegram.] 



Adjutant-General's Office, 

Washington^ July 8, 1879. 

General P. H. Sheridan, U. S. A., 

Chicago^ III, : 

Agent Meeker, of the White River Agency, Colorado, reports that 
commander at Fort Steele pays no attention to his repeated requests to 
keep the Indians where they belong. 

As the Secretary of the Interior represents that a military force is 
needed immediately to bring wandering Indians back to the agency and 
to stop their destruction of timber, the Secretary of War desires 
yon to take such action as may be necessary to accomplish the wishes 
of the Interior Department. 

R. C. DRUM, 
Assistant Adjutant-OeneraL 

[First indorsement.] 

Adjutant-General's Office, Jtdy 9, 1879. 

Copy of telegram to accompany second indorsement on 4278, A. G* 
O., 1879. Official copy. 

R. C. DRUM, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 

The Hon. Secretary of the Interior. 

[Second indorsement.] 

War Department, 
Washington^ 2>. C, July 9, 1879. 

Respectfully referred to the Hon. Secretary of the Interior for hi& 
information. 

JOHN TWEEDALE, 
Acting Chief Cleric^ for the Secretary of War in his absence. 

[Third indorsement.] 

Department of the Interior, 

July 11, 1879. 

Respectfully referred to Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

W. J. VANCE, 
Acting Chief Clerk, 



United States Indian Service, 
White River Agency, Colorado, 

March 17, 1879. 

Sir : It is my duty to inform yon that quite a large party of Whit& 
River Utes are about to start for the north, perhaps for the scene of In- 
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dian troubles. Whether they intend to mix in is doubtful, but I think it 
entirely certain they will carry considerable supplies of ammunition for 
sale to their allies. 

I have before reported to yon that there are several stores on Snake 
and Bear Rivers which keep full supplies of ammunition. I would here- 
by request you to arrest all White River Utes bound north, and either 
hold them or send them back to the reservation. They deserve a lesson. 
I wish also the sale of ammunition as above kept be put an end to, 
agreeably to orders in such cases. 
Respect full V, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent. 
To the Commandant at Foet Steele, 

Wyoming. 

[First indorsement.] 

Headquarters Fort Fred. Steele, Wyo., 

March 22, 1879. 

Respectfully forwarded to headquarters Dapartmeat of the Platte. 
Attention invited to the inclosed letter of Indian Agent Meeker, and in- 
' stmctions requested if the department commander desires any action 
taken in the premises. 

T. T. THORNBURGH, 
Major Fourth Infantry^ Commanding. 

[Second indorsement.] 

Headquarters Department of the Platte, 

Fort Omahaj Nebr.^ March 26, 1879. 

Respectfully forwarded to the assistant adjutant-general, U. S. A., 
headquarters, Military Division of the Missouri. 

GEORGE CROOK, 
Brigadier- General^ Commanding. 

[Third indorsement.] 

Headquarters Military Division Missouri, 

Chicago^ April 2, 1879. 

Respectfully forwarded to the Adjutant-General of the Army. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Lieutenant' Oen^ral, Conimanding. 

Adjutant General's Office, April 7, 1879. 

Official copy. 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant GeneraL 

The Hon. Secretary of the Interior. 



War Department, 
Washington City, April 9, 1879. 

SiR: I have the honor to transmit for your information copy of a 
communication from Mr. N. C. Meeker, Indian agent at White Rivet 
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Agency, stating that a large part of White River Utes are about to start 
north, probably for the scene of Indian troubles, and requesting that all 
White River Utes be held or sent back to the reserve if found going 
north. 

General Sherman, in submitting the above letter, remarks that he un- 
derstands that the White River Utes have agreed to go south to the 
reservation, and that if they go north they simply complicate matters, 
and force on the military the most unpleasant duty of capturing them 
and compelling them to go to their new reservation. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEO. W. McCRARY, 

Secretary of War, 
The Hon. Secretary of the Interior. 

[First indorsement.] 

Department of the Interior, 

April 11, 1879. 

Respectfully referred to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

G. M. LOCKWOOD, 

Chief Clerh 



Copy of indorsements on oommuuicatiou (4730, A. G. C, 1879), dated 
July 18, 1879, from Interior Department, transmitting copy of letter 
of Commissioner of Indian Affairs, dated 17th instant, with iuclos- 
ures relating to affairs at the White River Agency, Colorado, and 
action of the Indians at said agency. 

[First indorsement.] 

Headquarters of the Army, 

Washington, July 28, 1879. 

Respectfully referred to General P. H. Sheridan for investigation 
and report, returning these papers. 

W. T. SHERMAlSf, General. 

[Second indorsement.] 

Headquarters Military Division of the Missouri, 

Chicago, July 31, 1879. 

Respectfully referred to the commanding general Department of the 
Platte for investigation, action, and report. 
By command of Lieutenant-General Sheridan. 

M. V. SHERIDAN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel and Military Secretary, 

[Third indorsement.] 

Headquarters Department of the Platte, 

Fort Omaha, Nebr,, August 4, 1879. 

Respectfully returned to the assistant adjutant-general, U. S. A., 
headquarters Military Division of the Missouri, inviting attention to 
the report of Maj. T. T. Thornburgh, Fourth Infantry, commanding 
Fort Fred Steele, Wyo., and the accompanying statement of parties 
who were in the vicinity and who were cognizant of all the facts. 
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Major Thoruburgh's report, with these statements, are forwarded here- 
with. 

From these stateunentg it will be seen : First, that besides killing the 
^ame the Indians committed no depredations; Second, that the post- 
commandant of Fort Steele, Wyo., did not receive timely information of 
the presence of the Indians referred to. 

I ask attention to the fact that it is impossible for the military, placed 
as they are at such great distance from the agencies, to prevent Indians 
from leaving without authority, unless warning in due time by the In- 
dian authorities is given, nor can a post-commander force them to re- 
turn without running the risk of bringing on a war for which he would 
be held accountable. For this reason the i)Ost-commauder is required 
to refer the matter to higher militarj' authority, which also involves de- 
lay. Unless troops are stationed at the agencies, they cannot know in 
time when Indians are absent by authority, nor can they prevent the 
occurrence of troubles, for which they are frequently and most unjustly 
held responsible. 

GEORGE CROOK, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 



Headquarters Fort Fred Steele, Wyo., 

July 27, 1879. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of the recent 
visit ot the Ute Indians from the White River Agency to this vicinity. 

About the 25th of June a band of some 100 Indians from the White 
River Agency made their appearance at a mining camp on the divide 
near the head of Jack and Savoy Creeks, some sixty miles south of this 
post, and engaged in hunting and trading in this vicinity for about one 
week when they departed, as they said, for their agency. 

I did not learn of the presence of these Indians until after their depar- 
ture, nor was I notified by the agent at White River that they had left 
tbeir agency until June 11, when I received a communication from him, 
dated June 7, stating th«t a considerable number of the Indians had 
left their reservation, and were burning timber and wantonly destroy- 
ing game along Bear and Snake Rivers; also warning oif miners and 
ranchmen; and requesting me to cause them to return to their reserva- 
tion. 

Upon receiving this letter, I made inquiries and could not find such 
a state of affairs to exist, but did find that the Indians had killed a great 
deal of game and use<l the skins tor trade. The miners they visited in 
this section were not molested, but on the contrary were presented with 
an abundance of game. 

No stock was molested, and. so far as I can learn, no one attributes 
the burning of timber to these Indians. Since 1 have been in command 
of this post (one year) Agent Meeker, of the White River Agency, 
has written me two letters, dated November 11, 1878, and June 7, 1879. 
These letters have usually come to me after the Indians had paid a flying 
but peaceable visit to this country and departed (as they always say) 
to their agency. 

The White River Agency is situated some 200 niil(;s from this post, 
and there are very few settlers in the country between Fort Fred Steele 
and the agency; consequently, I am not informed as soon as I should 
be of the movements of these Indians. Bear and Snake Rivers are 



I 
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about 100 miles from tbis post, and to reacb tbem by traveling tbis dis- 
tance would require tbe trip to be made through a very rough country, 
impracticable for wagons, the only transportation available. 

I have never received any orders from my superiors to cause these 
Indians to remain on their reservation at the request of the agent, but 
am ready to attempt anything required of me. I have been able to 
communicate with nearly every ranchman residing within one hundred 
miles of this post, in reference to the late visit of these Indians, and for- 
ward herewith letters received from them. Both the letters mentioned 
above as having been received from Agent Meeker were forwarded to 
higher autnority, and instructions have been asked to guide me in this 
matter. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

T. T. THORNBURGH, 
Major Fourth Infantry^ Comtnajtding Fast, 

The Assistant Adjutant General, 

Headquarters Department of the Flatte^ Fort Omaha^ Nehr. 

[Indorsement on above report.] 

Headquarters Department of the Platte, 

Fort Omaha, Nebr.j August 4, 1879. 

Respectfully forwarded to the Assistant Adjutant-General United 
States Army, headquarters Military Division of the Missouri, for the 
information of the LieutenantGeneral, in connection with telegram of 
8th ultimo, from the Adjutant-General's office, transmitted for my in- 
formation and guidance and action, from your office, July 9, 1879. Atten- 
tion is invited to the report of the commanding officer Fort Fred Steele, 
Wyo., on the subject, and to the accompanying statements. 

GEOEGE CROOK, 
Brigadier General Commanding. 

[Inclosarea to above report.] 

Upper North Platte, 
Brush CreelCj July 6, 1879. 

Dear Sir: In regard to your inquiries of the Ute Indians on the 
Dpper NoTth Platte, would say that there were about 65 or 70 lodges as 
near as I can ascertain ; they camped on Jack Creek, about the middle 
of June; they were evidently a hunting party, doing no damage, and 
seeming perfectly friendly. They had caught some elk calves which 
they wanted to trade for cartridges, but the ranchmen would not 
trade. 

They traded them some butter for furs and skins, and killed enough 
game for their own immediate use. 
Yours, respectfully, 

TAYLOR PENNOCK. 

Major THORNBURGH, 

Commanding Officer Fort Fred SteeU. 

P. S. They went south towards North Park, between the 3d and 5th 
f July, b:it did no da nage nor made no threats. T. P. 
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Warm Springs, Wyo., 

July 23, 1879. 

Dear Sir: Io response to your inquiries regarding the Ute Indians 
who were recently in this part of the country, I submit the following : 
The Indians committed no depredations in this settlement beyond 
slaughtering grim 3 by. the wholesale. Xo hostility was m-iuifested to 
wards any of the settlers, the Indians cjnducbing themselves pea-ii- 
ably and quietly. No cattle was killed, and no fires set. 

Kamors of trouble in the North Park have reached here from time ta 
time, but I cannot vouch for their truthfulness. The Indians left this 
country for the North Park about the 3d of this month, at least not 
lat«r than that time. 

We have no one to blame for the Indians being in this country but 
ourselves, for we were aware of the fact that, if you had been notified 
of their presence, you would have at once taken steps to remove them* 
Yours, &c., 

J. F. CRAWFORD. 

Major Thornbvrgh, 

Post Commander J Fort Steele^ Wyoming. 



Lake Creek, Carbon County, Wyo., 

July 24, 1879. 

Sir: In compliance with your request, I take pleasure in giving yoa 
all the information in my possession in reference to the late visit of the 
Ute Indians from the White River Agency to this part of the country. 
I reside, as you know, about 25 miles south of Fort Steele, on the Platte 
River, and about the last of June I had occasion to go to Spring Creek, 
some 12 miles farther south, and I found that a band of some one hun- 
dred Indians had just left Wagner's ranch, having remained there only 
two days, which time they used for trading horses, skins, &c. These 
Indians are very friendly, and tried in every way not to get into trouble 
with any one. They killed considerable game", more than they could 
nse, but that is not an uncommon thing in this country. I heard of no 
acts of hostility, and, in fact, I know that none was committed, as i 
have seen nearly all the ranchmen in 100 miles of us since their depart- 
ure. I have seen Mr. Jones, a miner from North Park, who told me that 
a good many miners, when they learned of the approach of the Indians,. 
left and returned home. No depredations were committed at the Park 
that I have ever heard of. 

WM. BRANER. 

Major Thornburgh, 

Commanding Fort Fred Steele. 



North Platte River, Wyo., 

July 25, 1879. 

Sir : In reply to your inquiries, I would respectfully state that the 
band of Indians who were lately here left this country on the 1st inst.,. 
going south into Colorado. I don't think they set out any fires, or in- 
terfered with the settlers in any way whilst here, and I have had a good 
chance to know. They killed considerable game while here. 
Yours, very respectfully, 

B. T. RYAN. 
Major T. T. Thornburgh, 

Fort Steele^ Wyo. 
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Fort Steele, Wyo., 

July 26, 1879. 

Dear Sir: Iu answer to your iuquiry, I have just returued from a 
seveu days' journey through the country which the Ute ludiuus have 
been traveling and hunting. Being well acquainted with settlers of the 
<}ountry, have met and conversed with most of them, and have heard 
no complaint except the great slaughter of game. 

I traveled 30 or 4:0 miles along the base of the mountains on their 
trail, and did not see where any prairie or tiliiber lire had originated 
from their camps or where there had been any recent tire. I learn from 
the ranchmen that the Indians left for the North Park about July the 
first, and have heard nothing further of their movements. 
Very respectfully, vours, 

NEWTON MAJOR. 

Afajor Thornburgh. 



Warm Springs, Wyo., 

July 25, 1879. 

Sir: In answer to your inquiry regarding the Ute Indians, I do not 
think they set any of the fires in this part of the country, as the tie- 
men admitted to me that the fires on Brush and Frencb Creeks caught 
from their camp-fires. They crossed on Beaver Creek, fifty miles south 
of Steele, on June last or July 1, going north. 
Very respectful Iv, 

W\ B. HUGHS. 
Major T. T. THOR^BURGH, 

Commanding^ Fort Steele. 



Grand Encampment Creek, 

July 26, 1879. 

Sir : In reply to your inquiries concerning the Ute Indians who lately 
visited this region, I can inform you that I saw and traded with these 
Indians on or about the 8th of July, when they were on their way south 
toward their agency by way of North Park. These Indians, about fifty 
in number, were very peaceable and polite, and did not commit any 
depredations or show any hostility toward any of the settlers in this 
country. There were fires set about this time in the timber, but it is 
not known how they originated. I have since their departure learned 
from Mr. John LeForce, of North Park, that another baud of these In- 
dians were in North Park iu June, and that some of the miners talked 
of driving them off, but on conversing with W^hite Antelope, their 
chief, they learned that the Indians did not wish trouble, and they im- 
mediately left. This is all I know or have heard of this subject. 

GREY NICHOLS 

Maj. T. T. Thornburgh, 

Fourth Infantry^ Fort Fred Steele, Wyo, 



Fort Steele. Wyo., 

July 26, 1879. 

Sir : Referring to your inquiries as to the doings of the Utes who 
-were lately in the Platte Valley south of this post, I would respectfully 
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State that a party of White-River Ute Indians camped on Beaver Creek 
June 30, they being then on their way south, and that they crossed the 
Colorado line July 1. During their stay on the Platte they killed con- 
siderable game, but offered no violence to settlers, nor did they, so far 
as I have been able to learn by diligent inquiry, set fire to any grass or 
timber in this country. I have traveled all through the country referred 
to since the Ist of July, and am satisfied that had any violence been 
committed by the Indians I should have heard of it. 

Very respectfully, 

J. M. HUGCS. 
Maj. T. T. Thornburgh, 

Commanding Officer, Fort Fred Steele, Wyo. 

[Fourth iudorsemeDt.] 

Headquarters Military Division of the Missouri, 

Chicago, August G, 1879. 

Respectfully forwarded to the Adjutant of the Army, inviting atten- 
tion to the indorsement of General Crook and report of Major. liioin- 
bargh. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Lieutenant- GeneraL Commanding. 

[Fifth iudorsement.] 

Official copy. 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant- GeneraL 

Adjutant-General's Office, August 11, 1879. 
The Hon. Secretary of the Interior. 



Headquarters Department of the Missouri, 

Fort Leavenworth, Kans., September 13, 1879. 

Colonel : I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of a copy of letter 
from the Acting Secretary of the Interior, in relation to the depreda- 
tions and other badcouductof the Ute Indians belonging to the White 
River Agency in Colorado, with the indorsements thereon, and I respect- 
fully submit the following report of the facts concerning that agency. 

The letter of Indian Agent Meeker has been copied and retained, 
and will be acted on as far as it requires action and the means at my 
command admit. 

I had a conversation with Mr. Meeker in Colorado last month, on the 
subject of th'ese Indians, and I only regret that he did not in the pres- 
ent communication relate all the facts concerning that band of Qtes 
and their agency and conduct which he told me. 

Such a relation as he made to me would of necessity have an impor- 
tant bearing in determining the measure which ought to be promptly 
adopted in their case. 

The White Eiver band of Utes is in no sense dififerent from the other 
bands of that nation. They are worthless, idle vagabonds, who are no 
more likely to earn a living where they are by manual labor than by 
teaching metaphysics. They declined to join the southern bands last 
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year in tbeir treaty with the cominissiou for a removal to a new and 
consolidated agency on the waters of the Chama and Navajo Rivers. 
Their agency is very remote from any railroad or any military post in 
either the Department of the Platte or the Missouri. They do no good 
for themselves or any one else at their present agency, and shoald be 
required to go to the new agency with the other bands of Utes. 

The government herd of cattle which is referred to is simply the herds 
of cattle for the supply of the Indians themselves. If they dei)redate 
only on their own cattle, I do not know that there is much to complain 
of. To establish a military post at that remote place, for the mere pur- 
pose of preventing this baud of Indians from consuming their beef 
in le;?s time than they ought to do it according to the table of issues 
determined by the Indian department, would be an exceedingly costly 
way of saving money or property, and probably would accomplish 
nothing, unless the troops were required to furnish sentries and herders 
for the cattle in question. A removal of the herd every ten days would 
* hardly be more expensive. 

As to the depredations of these Indians away from their reservations, 
I have only to say that no Utes in Colorado that I know of are kept on 
their reservations, except when they choose to stay there. Indians in 
number from every band in the State are perpetually roaming about, 
annoying lawful settlers and burning forests, besides killing cattle at 
times and turning their horses into the pastures of the settlers in Mid- 
dle Park and elsewhere. 

I have been compelled to keep a cavalry company every summer 
scouting in such well known places of public resort as the South and 
Middle Parks, as a sort of police against these wandering Indians. 

For these and kindred reasons, I have for several years urged the 
consolidation of all these bands of Utes into one n sirvation and agency 
to be located on the Chama and Navajo Rivers, and the establishment 
of a strong military post north of and in their immediate vicinity. We 
have the appropriation and are ready to build the post as soon as the 
Indians are moved or ready to move. 

The agreement with the Indians which was made last year (but which 
the White River band did not then accede to) was made in this view. 
It has not yet been ratified by the Senate, as I understand, but there 
is no doubt the arrangement referred to should be carried out at the 
earliest practicable moment. 

It is a great injury to the Indians, to the people of Colorado, and to 
the government, every day, that things are permitted to run on as they 
have been and are now. 

I have treated quite fully of this matter in my annual report, which 
will be forwarded in a few days, and need not enlarge upon it here. 

The nearest post, by far, to this White River Agency \s Fort Fred 
Steele, on the Union Pacific Railroad. 

I have received letters from several of the settlers in that region who 
have been molested by individuals of the White River band, and who 
have taken out warrants against the individual Indians and placed them 
in the hands of the sheriff for that county to issue. They ask me for 
troops to serve as a posse for the sheriff, which, under the law, I am 
unable to furnish. 

I will direct Captain Dodge's company. Ninth Cavalry, now scouting 
in the Middle Park, to proceed to the agency at White River to see if 
he can settle matters there for the present, and to carry out the requests 
of the Indian agent. 

It is not practicable to keep either men or horses there this winter, 
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even were it wise to do so, and these Indians sbould be required, early 
iu the spring, to remove to the new reservation. 

The outlaws and renegades to whom the Indian agent refers are, I 
presume, Utes, largely if not wholly, and they are no more "renegades" 
than any other Indiaiis'of the tribe. 

Very respectfuUv, vour obedient servant, 

JNO. POPE, 
Brevet Major-General^ U. S. J.., Commanding, 
Col. W. D. Whipple, 

Assistant Adjutant-Oeneral^ Chicago, III. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters Military Division op the Missouri, 

Chicago, September 26, 1879. 

Resi>ectfully forwarded to the Adjutant-General of the Army. 
The directions referred to iu this communication by General Pope 
were sent to him inadvertently. 

Heretofore the disturbances at the White Kiver Agency have always 
been controlled by the commanding general Department of the Platte, 
via Fort Steele, because it is the nearest military station to the agency 
and the direct line of travel to it. 

Three or four companies are now en route to said agency to settle the 
' troubles there, and General Pope has been notified that it will not be 
necessary for him to take action in reference thereto. 

I agree with General Pope that it would be best if this band of Utes 
were on the new reservation in Northern New Mexico, at the headwaters 
of the Ghama Elver, and united with the Utes to go there; but such a 
removal will not be an easy thing to accomplish, and there is no one 
who should be better able to comprehend the difficulties to be encoun- 
teied in removing Indians from the place of their nativity than General 
Pope. 

The Navajoes in his department were once removed to the Fort Stan- 
ton Reservation, and we were obliged to bring them back to their old 
homes. 

Victoria's band, now hostile, has been moved two or three times, and 
now trying to get back to their own country, and each time their re- 
moval has been attended with loss of property and bloodshed. 

It is not long ago since General Poi>e had an example of this kind 
in the struggle of the Northern Cheyeuues to get back to their birth- 
place, with all the sad conseiiuences that attended the efifort on their 
part. 

The Indians are a primitive i>eople, and so much are they attached 
to their homes, that they can rarely be removed without serious trouble. 
I recommend, therefore, no action, in so far as the military are concerned, 
except simply to quell the existing disturbance, and then to await such 
final decision as may seem best by the Indian Bureau. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Lieutenant General, Commanding. 

[iDdorsement.] 

War Department, 
Washington, D, C, October 7, 1879. 

Respectfully transmitted to the honorable the Secretary of the In- 
terior for his information. 

H.'T. CROSBY, 
Chief Clerk, for the Secretary of War in his a6«eivce. 
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Department of the Interior, 

October 11, 1879. 

Eespecttiilly referred to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

GEO. M. LOCKWOOD, 

Chief Clerk. 



Headquarters District of New Mexico, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant General's Office, 

Santa Fe, Xew Mexico, September 13, 1879. 

Sir: Referring to telegram of the commanding general of this date, 
relative to Captain Dodge proceeding to White Eiver Agency, I have 
the honor to inform you that on August 28, 1879, Captain Dodge in- 
formed these headquarters, from Hot Sulphur Springs, Colorado, as loi- 
lows : 

A large fire is reported to the west on Gore Range, and the Indians are reported to 
be the authors of it. What their object can be in burning the grass and timber un- 
less it be done in a spirit of pure deviltry is not understood. Perhaps, however, 
theythink that by burning the country outside, it will confine the game to 
their own reserve. I have seenand talked with two of the chiefs from the White 
River Agency, giving t^hem to understand that their performances would not be toler- 
ated, and received their assurances that there ehould be no cause for complaint on that 
score in the future. 

In the absence of Colonel Hatch. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN S. LOUD; 
First Lieutenant and Adjutant Niyith Cavalry, 

Acting Asmtstayit Adjutant- General. 

To Assistant Adjutant-General, 

Fort Leavemcorthj Kans, 

[First indorsement.] 

Headquarters Department of the Missouri, 

Fo7^t Leavenworth, Kans,, September 18, 1879. 

Respectfully forwarded to the assistant adjutant-general headquarters 
military division of the Missouri for the information of the Lieutenant^ 
General. 

JNO. POPE, 
Brevet Brigadier-General, Commanding. 

[Second indorsement.] 

Headquarters Military Division of the Missouri, 

Chicago, September 22, 1879. 

Respectfully forwarded to the Adjutant-General of the Army. 
In absence of the Lieutenant-General commanding. 

WM. D. WHIPPLE, 
Assistant Adjutant Gemr a L 
OflBcial copy, 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant- General. 
Adjutant General's Office, September 29, 1879. 

The Hon. Secrecary of the Interior. 
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[Third indorsement.] 

War Department, 
Washington, D. C, September 30, 1879. 

Respectfully transmitted to the houorable the Secretary of the In- 
terior for his information. 
For the Secretary of War in his absence. 

H. T. CROSBY, 

Chief Cleric. 
[Foarth indorsement.] 

Department of the Interior, October 2, 1879. 

Respectfully eferred to the Ooininissioner of Indian Affairs. 

GEO. M. LOCKWOOD, 

Chief Clerk. 



War Department, 
WaMnglon City, September 15, 1879. 

SiE : In reply to your letter of the loth instant, covering one from 
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, in relation to insubordination of the 
ludians at the White River Agency, Colorado, and requesting that the 
commandant of the nearest military post may be instructed by tele- 
graph to detail a sufiQcient guard for the arrest of such of the Indians as 
may be found implicated in the disturbance, &c., I have the honor to 
inform you that instructions have been given in accordance with your 
wishes. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEO. W. McCRARY, 

Secretary of War. 
Tiie Hon. Secretary of the Interior. 

Department of the Interior, September 17, 1879. 

Respectfully referred to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

GEO. M. LbCKWOOD, 

Chief Clerk. 



State of Colorado, Executive Department, 

Denver J September 16, 1879. 

My Dear Sir: I have the honor to inclose herewith a communica- 
tion from N. C. Meeker, esq., Indian agent at the White River Agency, 
in which he details the feelings of the Utes at that point, and desires 
me to confer with you for the purpose of securing at least one hundred 
troops lor the protection of the agency. 

I also inclose herewith a copy of a letter just received by Maj. James 
B. Thompson, special agent of the General Land Office, in charge of 
the government timber of the State, from J. B. Donaldson, superintend- 
ent of the International Mining Company at Hahii's Peak, in Routt 
County, detailing what he knows in relation to the forest fires now 
burning in that locality. 

1 received, yesterday, your dispatch advising me that a company of 
cavalry had been ordered to proceed at once to the White River 
Agency. 

S. Ex. 31 5 
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Your letter concerning the disposition of the Utes, I presume, will 
reach me to-day. 
I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

FREDERICK W. PITKIN, 

Governor. 
Maj. Gen. John Pope, 

Fort Leavemcorth^ Kane, 



United States Indian Service, 

White River Agency, Colorado, 

September 10, 1879. 

Sir: We have plowed eighty acres, and the Indians object to any 
more being done, and to any more fencing. We shall stop plowing. 
One of the plowmen was shot at last week. On Monday I was assaulted 
in my own house, while my wife was present, by a leading chief named 
Johnson, and forced out-doors and considerably injured, as I was in a 
crippled condition, having previously met with an accident, a wagon 
falling over on me. The employes came to my rescue. I had built this 
Johnson a house, given him a wagon and harness, and fed him at my 
table many, many times. The trouble is, he has 150 horses, and wants 
the land for pasturage, although the agency was moved that this same 
land might be used, and the agency buildings are on it. I have had 
two days' council with [the chiefs and headmen of the tribe, who con- 
cluded, after a sort of a way, that I might plow, but they will do noth- 
ing to permit me to, and they laugh at my being forced out of my 
house. 

I have no confi<lence in any of them, and I feel that none of the white 
people are safe. I know they are not if we go on to perform work 
directed by Commissioner of Indian Affairs. Here are my wife and 
daughter in this condition. 

Confer with General Pope, Commissioner, and Senator Teller. At 
least 100 soldiers ought to come hither to protect us, and to keep the 
Utes on their reservation — should be more. 

Don't let this application get in the papers, for I know the Indians 
will hear of it in a few days. Of course, what the Indians have done is 
a matter of news. 
Truly, 

N. 0. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent, 

Governor Pitkin, 

Denver J Colo. 



International Camp, Hahn's Peak, 

Routt County^ Colorado^ September 10, 1879. 

Dear Sir : Your favor of September 6 is received. The forest fire 
that began near Sand Mountain early in May last, has been burning 
ever since, and has finally culminated, after sweeping all over that sec- 
tion of country, in a grand attack on our mining property on String 
Ridge, sweeping all before it, and causing us very serious expense to 
keep it out of this camp. Besides, it is now sweeping everything be- 
fore it along the line of our 17-mile ditch, on which we have several \ 
miles of fluming. The fire is so hot and the smoke is so dense that we 
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cannot reach many of oar flames t:> know at present how many of them 
are destroyed. It' any are left it will be nothing short of a miracle. 

Thousands of acres have been burned over, and who can say where it 
will stopf Oar saw-mill, and timber, I think may go, unless we get 
rain or snow within the next three days. We keep men night and 
day battling it where we can, but man is almost powerless against such 
a destructive element when once set in motion. 

Frank Hinman asked the Utes, when he was on Snake Eiver, why 
they set the timber on fire in our section, and they replied, '^ In order 
that their ponies could travel. Now too much timber." Jim Baker, 
the scout, who lives on Snake River, was out with a surveying party, 
and says the Utes started a tire in the timber in two different places, 
not far from their camp. I am not acquainted with any of the Utes ; 
and of course they will not converse with a stranger; but I do know 
they were in our vicinity when these fires were started in the spring, and 
there bad been no hunters around or we should have known it, because 
the miniug camps are their market for meat. 

About the quantity of timber and grazing land burned over, I cannot 
give it in acres, but it is immense. It can only be measured by miles, 
and at this date it is growing more fierce every day. Nothing can now 
stop it but a storm of rain or snow. 
Verv respectfully, yours, 

J. B. DONALDSON, 

James B. Tbompson, Superintendent. 

Special Agent, General Land-Office. 

[Indorsements.] 

1.] Headquarters Department of the Missouri, 

Fort Leaventcorth, Kans,, September 20, 1879. 

Official copy respectfnlly forwarded to the assistant adjutant- general 
Military Division of the Missouri, for the information of the Lieutenant- 
General. 

JNO. POPE, 
Brevet Major- General, U, S. A,j Commanding, 

2. 1 Headquarters Military Division of the Missouri, 

Chicago^ September 25, 1879. 

Respectfully forwarded to the Adjutant-General of the Army. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Lieutenant- General, Commanding. 

3. 1 Adjutant-General's Office, 

Spetemher 30, 1879. 
Official copy. . 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant- General. 
The Hon. Secretary of the Interior. 

4. 1 War Department, 

Washington, D. C, September 30, 1879. 

Respectfully transmitted to the honorable the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior for his information. 
For the Secretary of War, in his absence. 

H. T. CROSBY, 

CKie/ CVcrVt. 
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6«] Department of the Interior, 

October 2, 1879. 

Bespectfally referred to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

GEO. M. LOCK WOOD, 

Chief Olerlc. 



War Department, 
^\ashington City, September 18, 1879. 

Sir : Your letter of the 15th instant inclosing copy of correspondence 
relating to an assault by Indians at the White Eiver Agency upon their 
agent, N. C. Meeker, and requesting that a military guard be detailed 
sufficient for the arrest of the Indians implicated, and that they be held 
as prisoners until the matter is investigated, has been received. 

In reply thereto I have the honor to transmit copy of dispatch of the 
15th instant from headquarters Division of the Missouri on the subject, 
and of telegraphic instructions from this department for a compliance 
with your wishes. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. W. McCRARY, 

Secretary of War. 
The Hon. Secretary of the Interior. 

[First indorsement.] 

Department of the Interior, 

September 23, 1879. 

Respectfully referred to the Commissioner ot Indian Affairs. 

GEO. M. LOCKWOOD, 

Chief Clei'lc, 
(One inclosure.) 

[Telegram.] 

CHiCAao, III., September 15, 1879. 

Received Washington, D. C, September 15 — 4.55 p. m. 

To Adjutant General, 

Washington, D. C, : 

Reports from James France and J. W. Steele, both of Rawlins, are to 
the effect that agent Meeker, White River Agency, expected trouble 
from the Utes, sends a dispatch to department of the Interior that im- 
plies have been shot, and that agent's life would not have been 
safe but for assistance of employes. As uo request for assistance came 
from agent, no action has been taken here. 

WM. D. WHIPPLE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 

Headquarters of the Army, 
Adjutant-General's Office, 

Washington, September 16, 1879. 
Lieut Gen. P. H. Sheridan, 

Commanding Division Missouri, Chicago, III. : 

In reply to your dispatch of yesterday, relative to White River Utes, 
under agent Meeker, the Secretary of War approves request of Interior 
Department just received, and General of the Army directs that neces- 
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sary orders be given the nearest military commander to the Agency to 
detail a sufficient number of troops to arrest such Indian chiefs as are 
insubordinate, and enforce obedience to the requirements of the agent, 
and afford him such protection as the exigency of the case requires ; 
also that the ringleaders be held as prisoners until an investigation can 
be had. 
Please acknowledge receipt. 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant' General. 

CHiCAao, III., September 16, 1879. 

(Received War Department.) 
To General B. D. Townsbnd : 

Your dispatch relative to White River Utea received, and necessary 
orders given. 

WM. D. WHIPPLE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 

[First indorsement.] 

Official copy. 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant' Genet^aL 
Adjutant-Geneeal's Office, September 16, 1879. 

The Hon. Seobetaey of the Intebiob. 



[Telegram.] 

Chicago, III., September 30, 1879. 
To Adjutant-Geneeal, 

Washington, D. C: 

Major Thornburg telegraphs, on 26th, from Bear Eiver, Colorado : 
** Have met some iJte chiefs here ; they seem friendly and promise to go 
with me to Agency ; say Utes don't understand why we have come. 
Have tried to explain satisfactorily. Do not anticipate trouble." 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 

Lieutenant- General. 

[First indorsement.] 

Official copy* 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant' General. 
Adjutant- Genebal's Office, October 1, 1879. 

The Hon. Seobetaby of the Intebiob. 

L^o^^i^d indorsement.] 

Wab Depabtment, 
Washington, D. C, October 1, 1879. 

Bespectfully transmitted to the honorable the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior for his information. 
For the Secretary of War, in his absence. 

H. T. CROSBY, 

Chief Clerk. 
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Department of the Interior, 

October 3, 1879. 

Respectfully referred to the Commissioner of Indian Afiairs. 

GEO. M. LOGKWOOD, 

Chief Cleric, 



Headquarters Military Division of the Missouri, 

Chicago^ October 1, 1879. 

Sir : In addition to the troops which you have ordered from your de- 
partment to be concentrated at Rawlin's Station to go to the relief of 
Captain Payne's command, there have been ordered six companies of 
the Seventh Infantry from Fort Snelling, Department of Dakota, to 
proceed without delay to same station, the commanding officer to report 
to you on arrival at Omaha. 

The Lieutenant-General commanding says: The events which have re- 
cently transpired in connection with Major Thornburgh's command will 
make it necessary to occupy a point at Ute Agency on White River this 
fall and winter, and with a sufficient force to control the hostile Indians 
there and protect the agency and settlements. It will therefore be 
necessary on your part to take steps without delay to accomplish this 
purpose. Should you find that more infantry force will be required for 
the purpose indicated, it will be sent to you from other departments. 
Very respectfully, vour obedient servant, 

WM. D. WHIPPLE, 
Assistant Adjutant Oeneral. 
Brig. Gen. George Crook, 

Commanding Department o/ the Platte^ Chicago^ III. 



[Telegram.] 



Headquarters Military Division of the Missouri, 

Chicago, October 1, 1879. 
General A. H. Terry, 

Saint Paid, Minn,: 

Major Thornburgh's command, three companies of cavalry and one.of 
infantry, were attacked near the White River Ute Agency, Colorado. 
Thornburgh and ten men were killed, and about twenty soldiers and 
teamsters were wounded. The balance of the command is in a condition 
to hold out until the re-enforcements ordered reach it.- As the country is 
very mountainous. Crook will want more infantry than he has, and I 
wish you to send without delay the six companies of the Seventh In- 
fantry now at Fort Snelling to Eawlihs Station, on Union Pacific Rail- 
road. The men should take with them forty rounds of ammunition per 
man. An additional supply will be placed at Rawlins. The command- 
ing of&cer will report to General Crook as he passes through Omaha. 
General Crook will have camp and garrison equipage provided at 
Rawlins Station. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 

Lieutenant' Oeneral, 
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[iDdorsement.] 

Headquarters Military Division op the Missouri, 

Chicago, October 2, 1879. 

Respectful!}' forwarded to the Adjutant-General of the Army. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Lieutenant' Oeneral, Commanding. 

Official copy. 

B. D. TOWNSEND, 

Adju ta nt- Genera L 
Adjutant-General's Office, 

October 7, 1879. 

The Hon. Secretary of the Interior. 

War Depart]ment, 
^ya8hington, J). C, October 8, 1879. 

Respectfully transmitted to the honorable the Secretary of the Interior 
for his information. 
For the Secretary of War in his absence. 

H. T. CROSBY, 

Chief Clerh 

Department of Interior, 

October 10, 1879. 

Respectfully referred to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

GEO. M. LOCK WOOD, 

Chief Clerk. 



[Telegram.] 



Chicago, III., October 1, 1879. 

To Adjutant- General of the Army: 

Telegram from Captain Payne to General Crook announces that Major 
Thornburgh's column of three companies of cavalry and one of infantry 
were attacked at Mill Cxuek, Colorado, on September 29, and driven 
back to where the wagon^^as parked, with the loss of ]M«jor Thorn- 
burgh and ten men killed, with Lieutenant Paddock and Dr. Grimes 
slightly wounded, and twenty soldiers and teamsters wounded. About 
three four ihs of the animals have been killed. The command is now 
in good condition to bold out until re-enforcements reach it. Major 
Thornburgh was met by apparently friendly Indians, as will appear 
from the following telegram of yesterday: 

FOKT Omaha, Scpfemher 30. 
General GEOK(iE Ckook, Chicago : 

Thorubur^li telegraphs on 26th from Bear River, Colorado: " Have met some Ute 
chiefs here. They seem friendly, and promise to go with me to the agency. Say Utes 
don't understand why we have come. Have tried to explain satisfactorily. Do not 
now anticipate any trouble." 

R. W. WILLIAMS, 
Jasislant Adjutant' General, 

Re enforcements to the number of 530, cavalry and infantry, have been 
dispatched, under Colonel Merritt, to the relief of Captain Payne. 



5* /i<; /•«ri t ■. V 4 I \t 



t J . ,. P. H. SHERIDAN, 



<< l' I > . • - . . • V 



Lieutenant- General. 
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[Telegram.] 

Chicago, III., October 1, 1879. 
To General E. D. Townsend : 

General Crook has ordered General Merritt, with 530 men, cavalry and 
infantry, to the relief of the command of Major Thornburgh. In addi- 
tion, fonr companies of cavalry have been ordered from Fetterman, 
Laramie, and Itobinson, and I have ordered six companies of Seventh 
Infantry from Fort Snelling to report to General Crook, at Rawlins 
Station, Union Pacific Kailroad. Major Thornburgh was attacked in a 
canon. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 

Lieutenant- Oeneral. 

Copy 6383, 6384, A. G. O., 1879, to accomi)any first indorsement on 
former telegrams October 1, 1879, from Lieutenant-General Sheridan, 
covering report of Captain Payne of fight with Utes and the killing of 
Major Thornburgh; also as to troops for relief of Captain Payne, &c. 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 

A djutant Oeneral. 

War Department, 
Washingtonj D. C, October 2, 1879. 

Respectfully transmitted to the honorable the Secretary of the Interior 
for his information. 
For the Secretary of War in his absence. 

H. T. CROSBY, 

Chief Clerk. 



[Telegram.] 

Chicago, III., October 2, 1879. 
General E. D. Townsend, 

Washington^ I>. C, : 

We have nothing new this morning from Department of Platte. 

General Merritt was to have started this morning from Rawlins with 
over 500 men. The six companies of Seventh Infantry from Fort Snell- 
ing and other companies from different posts will reach Rawlins to-mor- 
row, and will follow up General Merritt. 

These additional troops will make his strength, exclusive of Major 
Thornburgh's command, over 900 men, and with it about 1,100. General 
Crook, who left here this morning for the West, thinks this will be 
sufficient. I have notified him that I can give him another regiment. 

Duplicate sent to Secretary of War at Keokuk, Iowa. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 

Lieutenant Oeneral. 



October 2. 

Lieutenant General Sheridan telegraphs nothing new from Depart- 
ment of the Platte this a. m., and reports assignment of troops under 
General Merritt, which, with Thornburgh's command, will be about 
1,100. 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant Oeneral. 
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War Department, 
Washington J D. C, October 3, 1879. 

Bespectfal)}' transmitted to the honorable the Secretary of the Interior 
for his information. 

For the Secretary of War in his absence. 

H. T. CROSBY, 

Chief Clerk. 



[Telegram.] 



Headquarters Department of the Missouri, 

Fort Leavenicorth, Kans., October 3, 1879. 

Lieat. Gen. P. H. Sueridan, 

ChicagOj 111. : 

The following dispatch has been sent to Colonel Hatch. 

JOHN POPE, 
Brevet Major-Oeneraly Commanding. 

Foar companies Twenty-Second Infantry from Fort Gibson have been ordered to 
leave immediately for Fort Garland, where they wiU be at'yonr orders ; please see to it 
at once. I think the battalion onght to march for, Pagosa on Ruffoer's road immedi- 
ately, sending baggage aronnd by Conejos. Yon will, however, best know what to do 
with them. I wiU immediately concentrate another battalion of fonr infantry com- 
panies at some point on the railroad, whence they can be rapidly sent to Pagosa, if 
needed. I think it will be well to have the garrison of Wingate ready to move toward 
Pagosa. Also, the first indication of an excitement or trouble among the sonthem 
bands of Ut^s mnst be met. It can be checked at the start, bnt very difficult later. 

Let me know eve.-ything and I will send yon all I have. Acknowledge receipt. I 
have DO cavalry available, as yon know. 

JOHN POPE, 
Brevet Major-General , Commanding. 

[First indorsement.] 

Headquarters Military Division of the Missouri, 

Chicago, October 4, 1879. 

Respectfully forwarded to the Adjutant-General of the Array. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Lieutenant' General^ Com manding. 

[Second indorsement.] 

Adjutant-General's Office. 

October 8, 1879. 

Official copy : 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant' General 
The Hon. Secretary of the Interior. 

[Third indorsement.] 

War Department, 
Washington, D. C, October 9, 1879. 

Respectfully transmitted to tlie honorable the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior for his information. 
For the Secretary of War, in his absence : 

H. T. CROSBY, 
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r Fourth indorsement.] 

Department of the Interior, 

October 11, 1879. 

Eespectfully referred to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

GEO. M. LOCKWOOD, 

Chief Clerk. 



[Telegram.] 

CHiCAao, October 7, 1879. 

(Keceived Washington, October 7, 1879 — 4.50 p. m.) 

To General E. D. Townsend, 

Washington, J), C. : 

Lieutenant Price, from Fortification Creek, writes, October 3d, that 
Payne has been able to hold the Indians ; that he has been joined by 
Dodge's Company of Ninth Cavalry, and that Merritt must have reached 
him next day, 4th instant. 

P. H. SHEKIDAN, 

Lieutenant' Oenerah 

[Second indorsement.] 

War Department, 
Washington, D. C, October 9, 1879. 

Eespectfully transmitted to the honorable the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior for his information. 
For the Secretary of War, in his absence : 

H. T. CROSBY, 

Chief Clerk. 

[Third indorsement.] 

Department of the Interior, 

October 11, 1879. 

Respectfully referred to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

GEO. M. LOCKWOOD, 

Chief Clerk. 

[First indorsement.] 

Adjutant-General's Office, 

October 8, 1879. 
Official copy : 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant- General, 
The Hon. Secretary of the Interior. 



[Telegram.] 

Chicago, III., October 8, 1879. 
To General E. D. Townsend, U. S. A. : 

News of the safety of Captain Payne's command confirmed ; particulars 
will be sent when received. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 

Lieutenant- General. 
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Chicago, III., October 8, 1879. 
•General E. D. Townsend, U. S. A., 

Washington^ D. C. : 

The following dispatch from General Crook just received. It looks 
reliable. 

P. H. SHEEIDAN, 

Lieutenant-GeneraL 



FoBT Steele, VVyo., 

October 8, 1879. 
General P. H. Sheridan, 

Chicago^ IIU : 

The following just received at Eawlins and given you for what it is 
worth : 

The mail-carrier says, in response to why General Merritt has not sent a courier, that 
be thoaght probably he has sent one and be was picked up by the Indians. 

Rawlins, the 8th — 1.30 a, m. 
General Crook, Fort Ste4iU : 

Mail in. Xo dispatches. Mtail-carrier reports that he left Snake River at one o'clock 
yesterday morning ; that William Listige went with Merritt's command from Snake 
River to Payne's command, and returned to Snake River yesterday morning. Merritt 
had a severe fight with the Indians Monday afternoon, two miles east of Payne's com- 
mand, thrashed the Indians, killing 37 of them, and formed a junction with the besieged 
garrison ; the latter were all right, having lost but two men killed since they in- 
trenched. The colored cavalry company joined Payne last Friday night, but had a 
severe fight in doing so, having lost all their horses but two. Merritt had conversa- 
tion witn the Indians under white Hag, and told them they could surrender if they 
wonld give np arms and ponies. They wished to know if troops were going to agency ; 
and, if so, they would fight to bitter end. Mail-carrier knows nothing of condition of 
ofiQcers and men in last week's fight. The second detachment from here were twenty- 
foar honrs behind Merritt. Indians stole stock at crossing of Snake River yesterday 
momiog. 

GILLISS. 



Official copy. 



[First indorsement] 



GEO. CROOK, 

Brigadier- General. 



Adjutant-General's Office, 

October 8, Ii^79. 

The Hon. Secretary of the Interior. 



E. D. TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant- General, 



r Second indorsement.! 

AVAR Department, 
Washington,!). C, October d, 1879. 

Respectfully transmitted to the honorable the Secretary of the In 
terior for his information. 

For the Secretary of AVar in his absence. 

H. F. CEOSBY, 

Chief Clerl\ 

Department of the Interior, 

October 11, 1879. 

Respectfully referred to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

GEO. M. LOCKWOOD, 

Chief Clerk. 



76 UTE INDIANS IN COLORADO. 

[Telegram.] 

Chicago, III., October 8, 1879. 
General W. T. Sherman, 

War Department ; 

Your dispatch received. Captain Payne is all right. His command 
lost Thornburgh and eleven men killed. Three officers and forty^ men 
wounded. All but one slightly. 

The command was relieved by Merritt on Sunday morning. 

Dodge's company, Ninth Cavalry, had reached Payne the day be- 
fore. 

The above is official. 

It is reported that Merritt has had an engagement. Particulars not 
officially known. It is reported, and probably so, that he killed 37 In- 
dians. 

P. H. SHBEIDAN, 

Lieutenant' Oeneral. 

Forwarded from Saint Louis, Mo., October 10; 1879. 

[First indorsement.] 

Official copy. 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant' General, 

Adjutant-General's Office, 

October 10, 1870. 

The Hon. Seoeetaby of the Interior. 

[Second indorsement.] 

War Department, 
Washington, D. C, October 13, 1879. 

Eespectfully transmitted to the honorable the Secretary of the In- 
terior for his information. 
For the Secretary of War in his absence. 

H. F. CEOSBY, 

Chief Cleric, 

[Third indorsement.] 

Department of the Interior, 

October 14, 1879. 

Respectfully referred to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

GEO. M. LOOKWOOD, 

Chief Clerk. 



[Telegram.] 

Chicago, October 8, 1879. 
To Adjutant General, W. D. C. : 

The following telegram from General Pope is the one referred to in 
my telegram of this morning; the date of Captain Dodge's dispatch 
has been asked for from General Pope. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 

Lieutenant- General. 
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The foIlowiDg is just received : Captain Dodce, being senior to Payne is, of coarse, 
in eommand of the whole force after he joined them. 

JOHN POPE, 

Brevet Major-GenerdL 

Milk River, Colorado, 
Via Rawlinsj W'g, October 8, 1879. 

Adjutant General Department op the Missouri, 

Fart Leavenicorthf Kansas : 

At daylight this morning I re-enforced the cavalry command of Major Thombnrgh. 
Indians all around ns ana keen np a planging tire on our pits. All oar animals are 
dead. Cannot commanicate with agency, bat dare not hope that any one there is left 
alive. The command is in goxl spirits and we can hold oat till saccor arrives. We 
cannot move on acconnt of the woanded, of whom there are 42, havioff do transx>ortation 
to move them; the stench from the dead animals and distance u'om water are oar 
great disadvantages; judging from their extravagance in its nse the lodians are 
abundantly supplied with ammunition. It is impossible to anticipate their intentions 
or give an idea of their next move. 

DODGE, 
Captain Xinth Cavalry f Commanding, 

[First indorsement.] 

Official copy. 

E. D. TbWNSEND, 

Adjutant' QeneraL 
Adjutant-General's Office, October 9, 1879. 

The Hon. Secretary of the Interior. 

[Second indorsement.] 

War Department, 
Washington, D. C, October 9, 1879. 

Be8i)ectfally traDsmittetl to the honorable the Secretary of the Interior 
for his information. 
For the Secretary of War in his absence. 

H. T. CROSBY, 

Chief Clerk. 

[Third indorsement. ] 

Department of the Interior, 

October 11,1879. 

Bespectfolly referred to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

GEO. M. LOCKWOOD, 

Chief Clerk. 



£Telejyfram.] 

CmcAao, 10, 21, 1879, 
(Received Washington, 2.22 p. m.) 

To Adjutant-General of the Army, Washington D. C. ; 

The following dispatch is repeated for the information of the General 
of the Army. General Pope has informed Colonel Hatch that Merritt 
has been withdrawn to White River agency, and also of the proposed 
disposition of the Fourth Cavalry. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 

Lieutenant QeneraL 

Fort Lewis, October 16, via Alamosa, October 19. 

To Assistant Axxtutant-General, Fort Leavenworth : 

» 

Since my report of coancil with Indians yesterday the interpreter and scout report 
that on the eighth six Indians came from the White River agency to the Son them 
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Utes ; that night a war-dance was held, and many yonng warriors left with the White 
River Utes. The six Utes fired the yonng hncks with reports of great victory over 
Thornbnrgh's troops. 

This morning Sa van, Chief Chapotes, and Aqnato of the Manchas came alone and 
reported the same. 

It seems Ignacio had instmcted his men that this information was to be withheld. 
These chiefs say it is impossible to control all their yonng bncks. On the 21st annuity 
goods will be issned by Colonel Page, when the missing Indians will be known. Also 
send the interpreter to agency who knows nearly every Indian in those tribes. 
, I shall be at Animas on the 20th when I hope to obtain information from Merritt's 
front. 

If it is the intention to fight them, the Fourth Cavalry sh :n1d come forward at once. 
We have rnmors that* conciliatory measures are being taken. If Merritt forces his 
way into the Uncompahge Park, the general commanding may think it best to send 
the Fourth, thus leaving me to do the work here with what I have. I am now in 
commnnication with Colonel BuelPs command on the San Jnan. 

HATCH, Colonel 

October 21, 1879. 

Missouri division repeats telegram from Colonel Hatch, Fort Louis, October 16, 1879, 
that many young warriors of the Southern Utes have been induced by Indians from 
White Kiver agency to join. the hostiles. Ignacio and other chiefs say it is impossible 
to control all their young bucks; also that he is in communication with Buell's com- 
mand. 

General Sheridan has informed him that Merritt has been withdrawn to White River 
a*;ency, and also of the proposed disposition of the Fourth Cavalry. 

Official copy. 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant- General, 

Adjutant- General's Office, October 22, 1879. 

War Department, 
Washinqtoji, D. C, October 22, 1879. 

Respectfully transmitted to the honorable the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior for bis information. 
For the Secretary of War, in his absence. 

H. T. CROSBY, 

Chief Clerk. 

Department of the Interior, 

October 24, 1879. 
Re8|)ectfully referred to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

GEO. M. LOCKWOOD, 

Chief Cleric, 



[Telegram.] 

Chicago, III., October 10, 1879. 

Gen. Wm. T. Sherman, 

Washington^ D, C: 

I have nothing new from the Northern Utes this morning. General 
Crook notifies me that when all the troops now en route between Raw- 
lins and White River agency join General Merritt, he will have a force 
of 1,500 men. 

Instructions were sent from these headquarters to push on to the 
agency and to leave no stone unturned to punish those Indians who at- 

r 
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tacked the troops and killed the agent and his employ(3S, and that only 
their unconditional surrender should be accepted. 

P. H. SHEKIDAN, 

Lieutenant Qeneral, 

[First iiidorHeineDt.] 

October 10, 1879. 
Official copy. 

K. O. DRUM, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 

Adjutant General's Office, 

October 11, 1879. 
The Hon. Secretary of the Interior. 

[Second indorsement.] 

War Deptrtment, 
Washington, D. C\, October* 11, 1879. 

Respectfully transmitted to the honorable the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior for his iuformation. 

For the Secretary of War, in his absence. 

H. T. CROSBY, 

Chief Clerk. 

[Third indorsement.] 

DErARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 

October U, 1879. 

Respectfully referred to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

GEO. M. LOCKVVOOD, 

Chief Cleric, 



[Telegram.] 



Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, 

October 14, 1879. 
To Assistant Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters Military Division of the Missouri, 

^ Chicago^ III, 

Following is repeated for iuformation of Lieutenant-General. 

joh:n^ pope, 

Brevet Major- General Commanding, 

Alamosa, Colo., October 14, 1879. 
To Assistant Adjutant-General, 

Department of the Missouri, 

Fort Leavenworth J Kansas : 

CoramaDdinfr officer Fort Lewis reports, under date of October llth, on Tuesday 
last Southern Utes assembled at agency. Some, under influence of liquor, behaved 
badly, which caused agent to prepare to leave. Twenty cattlemen from Piuos River 
went to agency and remained with agent two days. 

From 500 to 600 Indians reported i)reHent on issue- days ; wanted rations for absent 
families. When refused, showed great dissatisfaction. The absent Indians reported 
having gone north. Arrival of troops, of which people have been informed, at Animas 
and other places, has allayed fears. 

Presence of troops in the immediate vicinity will alone satisfy settlers. 

VALOIS, 
' Acting Assistant QxiaxixniMys^Ki . 
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FoET Leavenworth, Kansas, 

October 14, 1879. 
To Assistant Adjutant-General, 

Hbadquererts Military Division of the Missouri, 

Chicago, III. : 

The following is repeated for the information of the Lieutenant-Gen- 
eral 

JOHN POPE, 
Brevet Major- Oeneralj Commanding. 

Alamosa, Colo., October 14, 1879. 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 

Department of the Missouri, 

Fort Leavenworth: 

Reliable information jnst in from Oaray. Chief Ouray has bis Indians nnder perfect' 
control. Will see that freighters and others have no trouble. Citizens of Ouray have 
men and arms to spare. 

VALOIS, 
Acting Assistant Quartermaster, 



Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, 

October 14, 1879. 
Assistant AdjutantGeneral, 

Headquarters Military Division of the Missouri, 

Chicago, III. : 

The following repeated for the information of the Lieutenant-General. 

JOHN POPE, 
Brevet Major-General, Commanding, 

Alamosa, Colo., October 14, 1879. 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Department of the Missouri, 

Fort Leavenworth J Kansas : 

Captain Bean with H Company, Fifteenth, arrived at Fort Lewis 03t.)l>er 11. Rd- 
ports all quiet. Saw no Indians en route, 

VALOIS, 
Acting Assistant Quarterm^tster, 

[First indorsement.] 

Headquarters Military Division of the Missouri, 

Chicago, October 15, 1879. 

Respectfully forwarded to the Adjutant-General of the Armv. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Lieutenant' General, Commanding. 

[Indorsemen ts. ] 

October 15, 1879. 

Missouri division forwards copy of telegrams from General Pope, 
who repeats telegrams from Lieutenant Valois about affairs at Southern 
Ute Agency. He reports Ouray has his Indians under perfect control, 
and that citizens have men and arms to spare ] also that Captain Bean, 
who arrived at Fort Lewis on 11th instant, saw no Indians, and reports 
all quiet. 

Official copy. 

E. 1). TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant' General. 
Adjutant-General's Office, 

October 20, 1879. 

The Hon. Secretary of the Interior. 
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War Department, 
Washington^ D. C, October* 20, 1879. 

SespectfuUj transmitted to the Hon. Secretary of the Interior for his 
information. 

For the Secretary of War, in his absence. 

H. T. CROSBY, 

Chief Clerk. 

Department of the Interior, 

October 22, 1879. 

Besi>ectfa11y referred to Commissioner Indian Affairs. 

GEO. M. LOCKWOOD, 

Chief Clerk. 



Chicago, III., October 14, 1879. 

Adjutant-General United States Army : 

The following dispatch is forwarded for the information of the Gen- 
eral of the Army. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 

Lieutenant- General. 

Fort Omaha, Nebk., October 13. 
Assistant Aiwutant-Gexkkal, 

Headquarters Military Division of the Missouri, 

Chicago: 

Menitt, aoder date of October 11, telegraphs to General Crook id snbstance as fol- 
lows : 

*^Thi8 morniog I moved my command down the river to a point near the new 
agency. All day I have bad the cavalry with me out in three different parties to dis- 
cover in which direction the Indians have gone. 

*' I have had reports from all save the one down the river beyond the new agency. 
All report that the trails lead southerly to Grand River. 

'^I cannot tell how badly I am off tor competent scouts. Those I have are timid, 
and will go nowhere without a company of cavalry. One good Indian would be worth 
them all. 

" Have but little doubt that Indians have gone to Uncompahgre Agency. 

" Agency here is all completely burned. 

" Have buried seven dead men, including Agent Meeker, here. Three buried on our 
road. 

"I expect Gilbert and Henry to reach here to-morrow. After arrival of Gilbert's 
eommand, will move, if possible, towards Grand River, Am entirely in doubt as to 
force that can be mustered against me by hostiles. 

"It is pretty well ascertained that all the Uintah Agency Indians who were willing 
liave joined these Indians before Tbornburgh's fight. 

*'If the orders are to go on to the Southern Agency and fight what we meet, I will 
be glad to carry them out. General Sheridan and you know more about that than I 
can, and I hope you will not delay giving me directions, iuformation, and orders. You 
may be assured I will carry out your orders as far as it is possible to do so.'' 

After saying that there are no Indians nf whom he knows so little, and describing 
tbe great quantities of military supplies which have been sold these ludians by ranch- 
HMD, Colonel Merritt states that a later report from down the river confirms his sup- 
positioD that the hostiles have all gone south, and reports his iutention, ag poo aas Gil?. 
berffarriye s. to move toward Grand River in the Uncompahgre Agency, with all his 
oommaDcT, leaving a guard with the wagons behind here. 

Lieatenant Bourke will reach Omaha to-morrow afternoon, and I hope to ascertain 
from him all instructions which have been given Merritt. 

In absence of General Crook — 

R. WILLIAMS, 
Assiaianl Adjutant-General. 

S. Ex. 31 6 
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[First indorsement.] 

OOTOBEB 14, 1879. 

LieutenaDt-General Sheridau forwards telegram from headquarters 
Department of the Platte, with information from General Merritt that 
he has moved near agency, has buried 10 men, including Agent 
Meeker, and will follow hostiles south towards Uncompahgre Agency 
when joined by Colonel Gilbert's command. 

Official copy. 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant General. 
Adjutant-General's Office, 

October 15, 1879. 

War Department, 
Washington, D, C, October 15, 1879. 

Eespectfully transmitted to the honorable the Secretary of the Inte* 
rior for his information. 
For the Secretary of War in his absence. 

H. T. CROSBY, 

Chief Clerk. 

Department of the Interior, 

October* 17, 1879. 

Respectfully referred to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

GEO. M. LOCKWOOD, 

Chief Clerk. 



[Telegram.] 

CniCAao, October 13, 1879. 
To General W.»T. Sherman, 

Washington, D. 6\ ; 

The latest official news from General Merritt is 9th instant. He says 
he has been joined by Major Bryant's command and will send back the 
wounded next day, and will move against the Indians. 

There is no information Lere which goes to show that any of the ; 
Southern Ute bauds will become hostile, and it is quite certain none 
have so far been engaged with the White River Utes. 

I have at last succeeded in getting Crook to arrange for speedier in- 
formation from Merritt. } 

P. H. SHERIDAN, ^ 

Lietctenant- General. 

fFirst indorfemeni.] 

October 13, 1879. 

Lieutenant-General Sheridan telegraphs latest from General Merritt, 
9th: Has been joined by Major Bryant's command, and will send back r 
wounded next day and move against Indians. j 

No evidence of Southern Utes having become hostile, &c. r 

Of&cial copy. 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant' General. 
Adjutant General's Office, i 

October 14, 1879. f 



i 
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« 

War Department, 
Washington, D. C\ October 15, 1879. 

Bespectfally traDsmitted to the hoaorable Secretary of the Interior 
for his information. 
For the Secretary of War, in his absence. 

H. T. CROSBY, 

Chief ClerJc. 

Department of the Interior. 

OctoOer 17, 1879. 

BespectfuU}^ referred to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

GEO. M. LOCKWOOD, 

Chief Clerk. 



[Telegram.] 

Headquarters Army of the United States, 

Washington, D. C, Octobe}' 13, 1879. 

General P. H. Sheridan, 

Commanding Division^ Chicago : 

The honorable Secretary of the Interior has this 10^ a. m. called with 
a dispatch^ given at length below, which is communicated for your infor- 
mation, and which should go for what it is worth to Generals Crook and 
Merritt. The latter, on the spot, can tell if the hostiles have ceased fitjht- 
ing. If so, General Merritt should go iu every event to the agency to as- 
certain the actual condition of facts. All Indians v/ho oppose, must be 
cleaned out of the way if they resist. If they surrender their arms and 
ponies, they should be held as prisoners to be disposed of by superior 
orders. 

The Secretary of the Interior will send a special agent at once to 
Oaray, who is believed to be honest and our friend. He may prevent 
the Southern Utes from being involved, and the Interior Department 
can befriend him afterward by showing favor to some of his special 
friends } but the murderers of the agent and servants must be punished, 
as also those who fought and killed Major Thorn burgh and men. 

Please acknowledge receipt. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 

Oeiieral. 

[Indorsement.] 

Greneral W. T. Sherman to Lieutenant-General P. H. Sheridan. Com- 
manicates telegram received by Interior Department from Los Pinos 
Agency, stating that Utes recognized and obe3ed Ouray's order and with- 
drew and will tight no more, and stating that trouble can be settled by 
peace commissioners if soldiers are now stopped. Directs that it be sent 
to Generals Crook and Merritt, and gives directions and plans of future 
operations. 

Official copy. 

E. D. TOWXSEND, 

• Adjutant Qeneral. 
Adjutant-General's Office, 

October 13, 1879. 
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War Department, 
Washington, D. C, October 15, 1879. 

Eespectfully transmitted to the honorable Secretary of the Interior 
for his information. 
For the Secretarj of War, in his absence. 

H. T. CROSBY, 

Chief Clerk, 

Department of the Interior, 

October 17, 1879. 

Respectfully referred to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

GEO. M. LOCKWOOD, 

Chief Clerh 



[Telegram.] 



War Department, 
Washington, D. C, October 14, 1879. 

(From Chicago, III., to W. T. Sherman General, War Department,) 

Your dispatches of yesterday have been sent to General Merritt by 

special courier. The latest news from White River Agency indicates 

that the Indians have carried off the women belonging to that agency. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 

Lieutenant- Oeneral. 

[First iudorsemeut.] 

October 14, 1879. 

Lieutenant-General Sheridan telegraphs that he sent dispatches of 
the General of the Army of 13th to General Merritt by courier, and 
that latest news from White River indicates that the Indians have 
carried off the women of the agency. 

Official copy. 

E. D. TOWNSBND, 

Adjutant-General. 
Adjutant-General's Office, 

October 15, 1879. 

War Department, 
Washington, B. 6\, October 15, 1879. 

Respectfully transmitted to the honorable the Secretary of the In- 
terior for his information. 
For the Secretary of War, in his absence. 

H. T. CROSBY, 

Chief Cleric. 

Department of the interior, 

October 17, 1879. 

Respectfully referred to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 

GEO. M. LOCKWOOD, 

Chief Clerk. 
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[Telegram.] 

CHiCAao, October 11, 1879. 
To General W. T. Sherman, 

Washington^ D. C: 

No news from Merritt this morning. General Crook telegraphs that 
he has heard from Uintah Utes 5 that they are all quiet, and will not 
join hostiles. General Pope says Hatch received telegram from Mr. 
Beaumont, of Animas City, that Agent Page, of Southern Ute Agency, 
had gone to get his employes ; that he was afraid of his life and would 
leave the agency. It is a litle strange that this telegram should come 
from Mr. Beaumont, of Animas City, instead of the agent himself, who 
is a good man, and was an officer of the Army during the war. There- 
fore, I don't take much stock in the information. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 

Lieutenant- Genera I. 

[First iDdorsement.] 

October 11, 1879. 

Lieu tenant-General Sheridan reports no news from Merritt. General 
Crook reports Uintah Utes quiet and will not join hostiles. General Pope 
has received telegram from Mr. Beaumont that Agent Page, of Southern 
Ute Agency, had gone to get his employes, as he was afraid of his life 
and would leave agency. 

Official copy. 

E. D. TOWNSBND, 

Adjutant- General. 
Adjutant General's Office, 

October 14, 1879. 

[Second iDdorsement.] 

War Department, 
Washington^ B, C, October 15, 1879. 

Respectfully transmitted to the honorable the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior for his information. 
For the Secretary of War, in his absence. 

H. T. CROSBY, 

Chief Clerk. 

[Third indorsement.] 

Department of the Interior, 

October 17, 1879. 

Respectfully referred to the Comoiissioner of Indian Affairs. 

GEO. M. LOGKWOOD, 

Chief Cleric. 



[Telegram.] 

OniCAGO, October 19, 1879. 
To General W. T. Sherman, 

Washington^ D. C. : 
I received your dispatch of yesterday, last night. Your suggestion* 
io reference to columns at Pagossa and Alamosa have, to some extent, 
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been anticipated by General Pope. Hatch has at Pagosaa and beyond 
a colamn of eight companies of infantry aod four companies of cavalry. 
There is now being organized at Garland, which is a better i>oint than 
Alamosa, a colamn of six companies of the Fourth Cavalry and five com- 
panies of infantry, to which can be added two more companies of infantry, 
and I can also add six more companies of cavalry, now at Rawlina Sta- 
tion, making a force of eighteen companies, aggregating at least nine 
bxindred men. General Merritt had followed the hostileaiu the direction 
of the Uncompahgre Agency, as he had notified me, but turned back on 
receiving your dispatch of the 13th. Had he gone on, it was my inten- 
tion to have supplied him from the south by his own request, so that 
there need have been no fears on the part of the Interior Department 
regarding his supplies. My telegram related to the pass between Raw- 
lins and White River Agency. We now understand this aflfair in all its 
bearings, and will not give you any further trouble, excejit to send in- 
formation as it arrives. I regret tbat Merritt was not permitted to go 
on, as I have not the slightest belief that Ouray can deliver up the mur- 
derers, and I fear valuable time will be lost. After your dispatch of the 
13th, I directed Crook to send to White River Agency supplies in abund- 
ance before the deep snows come on, and will assume the risk of keeping 
Merritt with his present force at that point, to await further develop- 
ments. I understand that country pretty well. My last suminer's trips 
give me a very fair knowledge of the country in the vicinity of the Los 
Pinos Agency and south of that place. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Lieutenant- OeneraL 

[First iDdorsement.] 

October 19,1870. Missouri Division reports that telegram of 18th, 
relative to columns at Pagossa and Alamosa, was partly anticipated by 
General Pope, and that a column is now being organized at Garland. 
Regrets Merritt was not allowed to go on, and fears valuable time will 
be lost. Also reports arrangements made to supply Merritt's command. 

Official copy. 

B. D. TOWNSEND, 
Adjutant' OeneraL 
Adjutant-General's Office, 

October 20, 1879. 

[Second indorsement.] 

War Department, 
Washington^ J). C, October 20, 1879. 

EespectfuUy transmitted to the honorable the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior for his information. 

For the Secretary of War, in his absence. 

H. T. CROSBY, 
Chief Clerl'. 

[Third indorsement.] 

Department of the Interior, 

October 23, 1879. 

EespectfuUy referred to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

GEO. M. LOCKWOOD, 

Chief Clerk. 
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[Telegnm.] 

FOKT LEAYENWOBTHy EANS., 

October 16, 1879. 

To the Assistant Adjutant-General, 

Headqv4iriers Military Division of the Missouri^ Ohicago^ III, : 

The following is reported for the iDformatioD of the LieoteDant-Gen- 

JOHN POPE, 
Brevet Major-General^ Commanding, 

Alamosa, Colo., October 15, 1879. 

Assistant Adjutant-General, 

Ik^rtment of the MUsouri, Fort Leavenworth^ Kans. : 

The following jast received from Page, iDdian agent Soathern Utes, addressed to 
Colonel Hatch, dated October 12 : 

Ignacio's baad are, with few exceptions, on reservation near agency ; Pi-Utes on the 
Mooeos and Dolores. I have told Utes that I wonld not ask for troops at agency if 
(hey remain on reservation and behave themselves, which they seem to be doing, al- 
though the slightest thing might cause a change. The greatest danger is that Wnite 
Biver Utes may come this way and excite these Indians to war. By reqnest of Indian 
ooancil I sent, the 6th instant, coarier informing Oaray and White River Utes that 
need not expect aid from Southern Utes. 

VAL0I8, 
Acting Assistant Quartermaster^ in charge of Office, 

[First indorsement.] 

Headquarters Military Division Missouri, 

Chicago^ October 17, 1879. 

Bespectfallj forwarded to the Adjutant-General of the Army. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Lieutenant' Oeneralf Commanding. 



r Telegram.] 



Fort Leavenworth, Kans., 

October 17, 1879. 
To Assistant Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters Military Division of the Missouri^ Chicago^ 111, : 

The following is repeated for the information of the Lieutenant Gen- 
eral: 

JOHN POPE, 
Brevet Major-QeneraU Commanding. 

AiJiMOSA, Colo., October 16, 1879. 
Assistant Aixfctant-General, 

Department of the Mi880U\;if Fort Leavenworth, Kann.: 

Nothing new. Mail from Fort Lewis delayed iu snows in the mountains. 

VALOIS, 
Acting Assistant Quartermaster* 

[First indorsement.] 

Headquarters Military Division Missouri, 

Chicago, October 18, 1879. 

Bespeethilly forwarded to the Adjutant-General of the Army. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Lieutenant'Qeneral^ Com'\^vaivd.\tvQ. 
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[Telegram.] 

Fort Leavenworth, Kans., 

October 18, 1879. 
Col. W. D. Whipple, 

Assistant Adjutant- General^ Chicago^ HL: 

Dispatch jftst received from Alamosa reports no news of any conse- 
quence from Southwest Colorado. 

JOHN POPE, 
Brevet Major- Oeneral, Commanding. 

[First indorsement.] 

Headquarters Military Division Missouri, 

Chicago^ October 1 8, 1879. 

Eespectfully forwarded to the Adjutant-General of the Army. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Lieutenant' General j Commanding. 

(First indorsement.] 

General Sheridan, October 17 and 18, forwards copies of dispatcher 
from General Pope, communicating information from Lieutenant Yalois, 
Indian Agent Page, and Colonel Hatch relative to disposition of South- 
em band of Utes. Mail delayed in snow in mountains. No news from 
Alamosa and Southwest Colorado, &c., &c. 
Official copy. 

E. D. TOWNSBND, 

A djutant- General. 
Adjutant-General's Office, 

October 22, 1879. 

[Second indorsement.] 

War Department, 
Washington, D. 0., October 22, 1879. 

Respectfully transmitted to the honorable the Secretary of the Inte- 
Tior for his information. 

For the Secretary of War, in his absence. 

H. T. CROSBY, 

Chief Cleric. 

[Third indorsement.] 

DEPART31ENT OF THE INTERIOR, 

October 23, 1879. 

Respectfully referred to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

GEO. M. LOCKWOOD, 

Chief Cleric. 



[Telegram. ] 

Chicago, III., October 17, 1879. 
General W. T. Sherman, 

Washington, D. C: 

General Merritt says in a dispatch just received that he intends to 
march in pursuit of the hostile Indians to Grand River on the 15th, and 
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from there to the Uncompahgre Agency, where he reqaests supplies to 
be sent. Subsequently your (lisi>atch of October 13th was sent to him, 
with orders to obey the (iirections therein given, and I presume this will 
stop bim. Your dispatch should have reached him on 15th. General 
Merritt, and General Crook, the department commander, are at a loss to 
know what to do, and so am I. There are fifteen or sixteen hundred 
men at White River. Their roa<l there is over the main range of the 
Bocky Mountains. The road is bad, and the danger of being caught by 
winter snow should be seriously entertained. We went to the agency 
attbe solicitation of the Indian Bureau, whose agent was murdered and', 
oar men killed and wounded, and now we are left in the heart of the : 
moantains with our hands tied and the danger of being snowed in star- 
ing as in the face. I am not easily discouraged, but it looks as though 
we had been pretty badly sold out in this business. It is folly to say ' 
that the murderers of the agent and Colonel Thornburgh must be pun-. 
isbed. How are they to be punished and who is going to punish them, 
and how long are we to await at the agency for it to be done ? I will 
direct Crook to throw into the agency all the supplies he possibly can, 
as the only course left open. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Lieutenant- Oeneral. 



[Telegram] 



Headquarters Army op the United States, 

Washingtorij October 17, 1879, 
To General P. H. Shibridan, 

Commanding Division^ Chicago, III,: 

Dispatch of to day received. I will approve emphatically anything 
General Merritt may do towards punishing the White River Utes for 
their perfidy and the murders committed, and will sanction any amount 
of expense necessary to supply his command wherever it may go. But 
meantime I have called on the Secretary of the Interior, categorically, to 
know if he wants this military force to remain at the White River Agen- 
cy, or to go on to the Los Pinos Ageney, and will let yon know the 
moment I receive my answer. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 

OeneraL 



Headquarters Army op the United States, 

Washington, D. C, October 17, 187^. 

Dear Sir : I have a telegram from General Sheridan saying he had 
a message from General Merritt to the effect, that to punish the hostile 
Utes, he would on the 15th instant move from White River for the Grand 
River and the Los Pinos Agency, but General Sheridan supposes that 
before starting General Merritt will have received my dispatch of Octo- 
ber 13, notifying him of the appointment of Special Agent Adams, and 
to be governed in his conduct by his instructions. 

Do you want General Merritt's force of about one thousand men to 
be at the White River, or at the Los Pinos Agency! Some one must 
determine this question, and as the Interior Department has charge of 
the Ute Indians, arnd the military is acting to support the Indian De- 
partment in its management of this tribe of Indians, I beg of you to 
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inform me whether you prefer this military foree shall be at the Los 
PiDOS Agency or at White Biv^. 
Toar obedient servant, 

W. T. SHEBMAN, 

QeneraL 
Hon. Cabl Sohukz, 

Secretary of the Interior j Washington^ D. C. 



[Telegram.] 



Headquarters Army of the United States, 

Washington, D. 0., October 17, 1879. 

Oeneral P. H. Sheridan, 

Commanding Division, GhicagOj III. : 

I have just seen the honorable Secretary of the Interior, who will 
answer your dispatch officially to-morrow. He says he does not expect 
to hear from Special Agent Adams until Wednesday of next week, who 
is known to be on the road from Alamosa to Los Pinos Agency. You 
may, therefore, if not too late, hold Merritt's command, or such part of 
it as you deem sufficient, at White Biver, and proceed to collect an- 
other force, preferably under Mackenzie, at Alamosa, to operate from 
that direction in case Agent Adams fails in his mission, and makes a 
further requisition for military help to capture the guilty Utes. 

W. T. SHEBMAN, 

OeneraL 



[Telegram.] 



Headquarters Army of the United States, 

Washington, D. C, October IS, 1879. 

Hon. Geo. W. McCrary, 

Secretary of TF(rr, Keolcuk, Iowa : 

Merritt has thoroughly scoured the country about White Biver, but 
the mountains to the south are so high and covered with snow, that, on 
eonsultatiou with the honorable Secretary of the Interior, I have in- 
structed General Sheridan that Merritt need not expose his command 
to cross over to Los Pinos, but to leave at White Biver a force sufficient 
to prevent return of the hostilities to that quarter, and proceed to col- 
lect at Alamosa, in Southern Colorado, another command which can 
operate lor that quarter, after Special Agent Adams has made demand 
on Ouray, principal chief of the Utes, for surrender of murderers and 
been unsuccessful. 

I suppose it is the true office of the Secretary of the Interior to take 
the initiative, and our business to act after he has exhausted his power. 

The troops have done all that was possible up to date. 

W. T. SHEBMAN, 

OeneraL 
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Hbadquabtebs Abmy of the Unitbd States, 

Wiuhingian, D. 0., Oetober 18, 1879. 

General P. H. Shebidan, 

Commanding Division^ Chicago, 111. : 

Id connection with my dispatch of last night, 1 now telegraph you 
entire a letter this moment received from the honorable Secretary of 
the Interior. I do not deem it wise to make orders to yon concerning 
the conduct of yonr troops, bnt to commnnicate to yon the objects we 
desire to have accomplished, and to leave you and the actaal command- 
ers of the troops to act according to their better knowledge of the geo- 
graphy and resources of tbe country iu which tbey have to operate. 

The troops have relieved Captain Payne's command and have posses- 
sioD of the agency where the agent and employes were murdered. This 
was the first step, indispensable, and has been thoroughly and well ac- 
eomplished. The next step is to secure tbe murderers for punishment. 
Tbe Secretary of tbe interior is tbe party to decide on the proper course, 
aud the military should respond to his call, or that of his special agent, 
riz, Adams, and this you may construe as our duty. You may reduce 
' the force at White River to a number adequate to prevent the return 
of the hostile Utes to White River, recall to Fort Steele all the surplus, 
and then proceed with all )H)ssible dispatch to collect at Alamosa an- 
other force which can o|>erate about LosPinos, or further south, during 
this 8eam>n of the year. 

The murderers may be surrendered by Ouray, or tbey may have to be 
fought or picked up in detail. 

Please acknowledge receipt of this and report if you think General 
Merritt can be reached in time. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 

General. 



Department of the Interior, 

Washington, October 18, 1879. 

General: In reply to your letter of yesterday, referring to General 
Sheridan's dispatch in which he expresseil bis apprehensions as to the 
difficulties likely to attend a movement of General Merritt's troops across 
tbe mountain ridge between the White River aud tbe Los Pinos Agen- 
cies, which dispatch you communicated to me in full at our interview 
sabsequent to the receipt of your letter, I have tbe honor to say that 
General Charles Adams, the special agent of this department, will prob- 
ably reach the Los Pinos Agency to-day or to-morrow. As you know, he 
is instructed to ascertain, if possible, tbe present whereabouts of tbe 
White River Utes, and succeeding in this to use every effort, with tbe 
aidof Chief Ouray, to bring about their surrender. I may have a tel- 
egraphic rei>ort from hi m 1)3' Wednesday next; it will probably then 
appear whether that surrender can be accomplished without tbe assist- 
ance of a considerable body of troops or not. 

Id tbe meantime I fully a^ree with the opinion you expressed at our 
interview last night, that General Merritt should not at present under- 
take tbe hazardous march across tbe mountain divide, bat remaiu at or 
near White River, and that another body of troops be concentrated at 
Alamosa to act as the condition of things at Los Pinos and tbe south- 
em Ute Agency may require. I shall without dela}' inform General 
Adanu of the instructions telegraphed by you to General Sheridan last 
Bight, and direct him to put himself in communication not only with 
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General Merritt, as ordered before, bat also with the commander of the 
forces at Alamosa, keeping both these officers fully advised of the sit- 
uation of things. 

Very truly, vour obedient servant, 

C. SOHUEZ, 

Secretary. 
General W. T. Sherman, U. S. A. 



Headquarters District of New Mexico, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant General's Office, 

Santa Fe, N. AJex., October 19, 1879 

Sir : The district commander directs that you use every endeavor to 
ascertain if the rumors and reports relative to Indians running offstage 
stock between the Little Colorado and Camp Verde are true, and report 
the facts to this office at once with the latest results in the premises. It is 
also important that you also ascertain and report at tbe same time if the 
Navajoe Indians in your vicinity are in any way connected with the 
affair, and whether they have evinced any disposition to be troublesome 
or take part with other Indians in hostilities. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN S. LOUD, 
First Lieutenant and Adjutant Ninth Cavalry^ A. A. A. General. 

The Commanding Officer, 

Fort Wingate, N. Mex. 

Official copy : 

JOHN S. LOUD, 
First Lieutenant and Adjutant Ninth Cavalry^ A. A. A. Oeneral. 



Headquarters Fort Wingate, N. Mex., 

Octoher 21, 1879. 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of Octo- 
ber 19, in which the district commander directs that I use every endea- 
vor to ascertain whether the Indians have run oft' stage stock between 
the Little Colorado River and Camp Verde, and also whether the Nava- 
joe Indians are in any way connected with the aft'air, and whether the 
Navajoes have evinced any disposition to be troublesome or take part 
with other Indians in hostilities. 

In reply I would respectfully report that no rumors or reports have 
reached this office of any Indians running off stage stock between here 
and Camp Yerde, or anywhere in this vicinity ; nor have I heard any 
complaints made of the Navajoes being troublesome, or evincing any 
disposition to take any part with other Indians in hostilities. I have 
just returned from the Navajoe Indian Agency, where I went in person to 
witness the issue of annuity goods to these Indians on the 16th and 17th 
instant. I was in the Navajoe country live days. I returned on the 
evening of the 17th. I have witnessed four issues of annuity goods to 
these Indians. Having made two myself as agent, I never witnessed a 
more peaceable or quiet issue. The Indians appeared perfectly satis- 
fied. It was a very full count ; over 8,000 were counted into the corral, 
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and with tbe tickets that were issued to chief's for those who could not 
attend in person, tbe count reached 11,000 Xavajoe Indians. 

I bad several talks with tbe principal ebief, subcbiefs, and with a 
great many other Indians. They appeared to understand tbat the Utes 
and Apaches 'Were on tbe war path, but couldn't give or imagine (as 
tbey said) any reason why. Those living near tbe Ute country said 
tbat tbe Utes should i«ceive no protection from them ; tbat they should 
advise and should see to it tbat all Navajoes should move on this side 
of the San Juan Biver, and tbat none ot them should join either the 
Utes or Apaches; tbat they were very sure tbat none of tbe Navajoes 
had any idea ot (or desired to) do anything of tbe kind. 

I was with them constantly for three days, and kept very close watch 
of their every movement, and I saw nothing tbat looked tbe least sus- 
picioos. All of the principal chief's assured tbe agent and myself that 
if they heard anything tbat looked at all sus|>icious they would let us 
know immediately. 

I will make further inquiries in regard to the depreilations mentioned 
in your letter, and if I bear anything in regard to them will inform you 
at ODce. 

I would respectfully say to the district commander tbat, in my opin- 
ion, there should be at least two companies of soldiers kept at this post 
all the time, and one should be a company of cavalry. With two com- 
panies of troops at this post, in my opinion, there need be no apprehen- 
sion felt in regard to the Navajoe Indians; but with tbe limited force 
DOW here no one can tell what might enter the heads of some of tbe 
restless 3'oung men. We should be able to send out mounted men to 
immediately investigate any reported irregularity. 
Yery respectfullv, vour obedient servant, 

F. F. BENNETT, 
Captain yinth Cavalry, Commanding Post, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant General, 

District of Nexc Mexico, Santa Fe, X, Mex, 

[First indorsemeut. ] 

Headquarters District New Mexico, 

ISanta IV, X. Mex., October 25, 1879. 

Bespectfully forwarded to tbe assistant adjutant-general, Department 
pf the Missouri, for tbe information of tbe department commander, invit- 
ing attention to inclosed copy of letter of ll)tb instant from tbis ofiQce 
on which tbis letter is based. 
Id tbe absence of Colonel Hatcb, 

JOHN S. LOUD, 
First Lieutenant and Adjutant Ninth Cavalry, A. A. A, General. 

[Secoud indorsement.] 

Headquarters Department of the Missouri, 

Fort Leavenicorthj October 30, 1S79. 

Ke8i)ectfully forwarded to the assistant adjutant-general Military 
Kvisiou of the Missouri for tbe information of tbe Lieutenant-General 
^ninianding. 

JNO. POPE, 
Brevet Major General, Commanding. 
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[Third indorsement.] 

Hbadquabtbrs Military Division of the Missouri, 

ChicagOj November 1, 1879. 

Respectfully forwarded to the Adjutant-General of the Army. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Lieutenant General^ Commanding, 



Camp on White River, 

October 19, 1870. 

General: The dispatch announcing the appointment of Geoeral 
Charles Adams as special agent, &c., was received last night. Every- 
thing is quiet here; no signs of hostilities. 

Under orders in dispatch of the General of the Army (duplicate of 
which was received last night), I am in camp near the agency. 

In view of the approach of possible bad weather and tbe delay in 
operations, I feel it my duty to report the character of this country aud 
the roads leading to this camp from Rawlins during the winter. 

I. In this vicinity, owing to the animals belonging to the Indians 
having been confined to the range all sujiinier, and the fires which have 
since been set out by the Indians, there are no camps where cavalry can 
be long subsisted without forage, even in fair weather. In case of snow, 
such as is reported to exist here at times, it would be utterly fmpossible 
to graze. 

II. Between here and Bear River there are at least three passes which 
become, I am told and should suppose, utterly impassable in case of 
heavy snows. They are at a considerable elevation above the river 
levels and of the nature of caiions, where heavy drifts must be found. 

Beyond here (south), as far as my observations and scouts have ex- 
tended, the country is much of the same character. The Lone Tree 
Creek passes over the ranges between here and Grand River, is utterly 
impassable for wagons, j;nd almost so for animals in bad weather. 

I think, with cavalry an<l infantry and pack trains, almost any of this 
country niay be penetrated in fair weather; but in winter I am con- 
vinced, although possible to operate in it, the character of the campaign- 
ing will be very difficult. 

Of course if it is found impossible to supply all my command here, 
part of it, during the peace commission delay, can be moved on to Bear 
River or Williams Fork, where the camps are better and to which the 
roads are more practicable. No change of the kind is recommended or 
will be made, save in case of extreme necessitv. 

I report these facts because 1 think the attention of the proper officers 
should be called to them. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. MERRITT, 
Colonel^ etc., Commanding* 

General George Crook, 

Commanding Department of the Platte^ 

(Care of officer in charge Rawlins.) 
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Headquabtbbs Department of the Platte, 

Fort Omaha, Nebr., October 24, 1879. 

Official copy respectfully forwarded to the assistant adjatant-general 
United States Army, headqaarters Military Division of the Missouri, for 
the inforiDatioD of the Lientenant-General commanding. 

GEORGE CROOK, 
Brigadier- General J Commanding. 

[Indoraement.] 

Headquabteks Military Division of the Missouri, 

Chicago, October 28, 1879. 

Respectfully forwarded to the Adjutant-General of the Army. 
In the absence of the LieutenantGeneral commanding:, 

WM. D. WHIPPLE, 
Assistant Adjutant General. 

[ Indorsements. ] 

War Department, 
Washington^ D. 0., November 3, 1879. 

Bespectfully transmitted to the honorable the Secretary of the Interior 
for bis information. 

G. W. McCRARY, 

Secretary of War. 

Department of the Interior, 

Xovember 4, 1879. 

Bespectfully referred to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

R. JOSEPH, 
Acting Chief Clerk. 



[Telegram.] 



Fort Leavenworth, Kans., October 19, 1879. 

Col. W. D. Whipple, A. A. G., 

Chicago, III. : 

The following telegram, just received, is forwarded for the information 
of the Lientenant-General. 

JOHN POPE, 
Brevet Major- General, Commanding. 

Fort Lewis, Colo., October 19, 
(Via Alamosa, CoL, October 19.) 

To Assistant AdjctantGexkkai., 

Department of the Missouri , Fort Leavenworth ^ Kansas: 

The chief aocl head men of the Manchos, Weminuches, and Capotes came in to- 
day. They declare their intention of remaining at peace and to have nothing to do 
with the White River Utes. They send couriers to them to-day to so inform them. 
Colonel Page came io with the Indians and sent couriers to Uncompabgre from Animas 
City, by Oaray, for information. Should hear from there on *20th. Commands move 
oot to Animas if necessary. Can cross to Ouray, eighty miles, as well as hold the 
Indians in cheeky head, aLd look out for small parties escaping from Merritt. I had 
■ot been able to learn anything of Merritt, except in way of rumors that he is advanc- 
ing soatb from White River. The Indians informed me that Baedrs command is in 
the aettlementB on the San Jaan. His courier has not reached me. 

HATCH. 
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[First indorsement.] 

Headquarters Military Division Missouri, 

, Chicago, October 20, 1879. 

Respectfully forwarded to the Adjutant-General of the Army. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Lieutenant' General f Commanding. 

[Second indorsement,] 

OflQcial copy. 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant-General. 

Adjutant General's Office, October 24, 1879. 
The Hon. Secretary of the Interior. 

[Third endorsement.] 

War Department, 
Wixshingion, 1), 0., October 25, 1879. 

Respectfully transmitted to the honorable the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior for his information. 
For the Secretary of War, in his absence, 

H. T. CKOSBY, 

Chief Clerk. 

[Fourth indorsement.] 

Department of the Intei^ior, 

October 28, 1879. 

Respectfully referred to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

GEO. M. LOCKWOOD, 

Chief Cleric. 



[Telegram.] 



Headquarters White River Expedition, 

Cam]^ on White River, Colorado, October 21. 

General George Crook, 

Commanding Department of the Platte, at 

Ratdins, Wyo,, or by telegraph to Omaha, N'ebr. : 

General : Your dispatches of the 16th and 18th, inclosing one from 
the Lieutenant General of the division, were received last night. I 
cannot but express my appreciation of your kindness in fully represent- 
ing and understanding my situation here, being equipped for a campaign 
by one arm of the government and halted in its execution by another 
arm of the same government, on the verge of a winter in » country 
where all campaigning very shortly will be beyond human execution. 
The party of Indians in our front, which attacked Lieutenant Hall and 
killed Lieutenant Weir, is small. They fly at once on the approach of 
the cavalry, and it is not possible to overtake them. 

Lieutenant HalPs party killed two of them, and it is thought that 
Lieutenantjf Weir and^ttnme inflicted some damage on them. To pur- 
sue them until our supply trains are up is out of the question, and to go 
beyond this under the instructions from the departments is to me one 
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of doabtfal propriety. Evans is uot yet up, though I have seut wagons 
to meet him and help him along, and I hope he will be in to-day or to- 
morrow. Part of jny command is now out of rations, and the remainder 
is rationed only to include the 25th and 28th. We have succeeded in 
getting fresh beef from the agency cattle, and will not suffer for food if 
the supply trains arrive between now and the 13th. I do not know what 
Evans has in his train, nor how large it is, certainly. 

I shall remain here awaiting supplies, or until orders reach me, as I 
have indicated in former dispatches. 
Very respectfully, 

W. MERRITT, 
Colanelj cfcc, Commanding, 

Respectfully forwarded. 

BRACKETT, 

Colonel. 

Headquaetbrs Department of the Platte, 

Fort Omaha, Nebr., October 23, 1879. 

Official copy respectfully forwarded to the assistant adjutant- general, 
headquarters Military Division of the Missouri, for the information of 
the LieutenantGeneral commanding. 

GEORGE CROOK, 
Brigadier- Oeneral J Commanding, 

[First indorsement.! 

Headquabtees Military Division Missouri, 

Chicago, October 25, 1879. 

Eespectfully forwarded to the Adjutant-General of the Army. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Lieutenant- Oeneral, Commanding, 

Official copy. 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant' QeneraL 
Adjutant-General's Office, 

October 29, 1879. 

The Hon. Secretary of the Interior. 

[Second indorsement.] 

War Department, 
Washington, D, C, October 29, 1879. 

Bespectfully transmitted to the honorable the Secretary of the In- 
terior for his information. 
For the Secretary of War in his absence, 

H. F. CROSBY, 

Chief Cleric, 

[Third indorsement.] 

Department of the Interior, 

October 30, 1877. 

Respectfully referred to Commissioner of Indian Aifairs. 

R. JOSEPH, 
. Acting Chief Clerk, 

S, Ex. 31 7 
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[Telegram. J 




Headquarters White Eiver^Expedition, 

Camp on White River, Golo,, 2U^, via Rawlins, 22d, 

General Geo. Crook, 

Commanding Department of the Platte, Fort Omaha, N'ebr.: 

Yesterday 1 detailed two companies of cavalry, under Captain Wes- 
sells and Lieutenant Hall, with party of scouts, to proceed towards the 
summit between this and Grand River, to examine a trail wliich was 
reported better than the one we were on when our march was stopped. 
Lieutenant Weir accompanied Hall's party by my permission. Hall pro- 
ceeded with his party, and failed to have with bim the companies of 
cavalry which had preceded him on the road, with permission to halt and 
graze when they reached ^ood ground for the j)urpo8e. After proceed- 
ing about twenty miles. Hall's party was fired into by Indians, and, taken 
at a disadvantage, were corralled until night, when he came into camp, 
with allsavcLieuteiiant Weir and Mr. Humme, in charge of scouts. Just 
before Lieutenant Hall was fired into. Lieutenant Weir and Humme de- 
tached themselves from the party to shoot at some deer about a mile 
distant. Firing washeard in their direction, which atthetime wasthought 
to be their own at game. Now it is known they were attacked by the 
same Indians who attacked Hall. At nine o'clock last night, immediately 
after Hall's return, reporting the absence of Lieutenantgf Weir and 
•Humme, 1 detached the battalion of the Fifth Cavalry to proceed to the 
scene of the Indian attack to look for Lieutenant Weir and his compan- 
ion. Up to this time, 8 a. m., I have had no report from the battalion. 
The party which attacked Hall was not a large one. From all the cir- 
cumstances connected with the attack of Lieutenant Weir, it is believed 
he is safe, but has lost his horses. 1 hope for the best. 

Later, — ^The worst fears are realized. Lieutenant Weir's body has been 
found. He was shot through the head and killed instantly. A noble 
Christian gentleman and soldier has thus been made a victim to these 
fiends in human shape. Lieutenant Weir was an enthusiastic hunter, and 
only a few days since, near the place where he was killed, I had occasion to 
warn him of the danger he was exposed to in hunting away from the com- 
mand. Yesterday he, in common with every one else, had no idea that the 
Indians who were being treated with by the government were out on any 
murderous mission, and he took greater risks. So great was the feeling 
of security, that the oflBcer sent in charge of the party to explore the 
trail did not think any cavalry was necessary with his party, but I in- 
sisted on his taking with him two companies of cavalry. Words fail to 
express my sorrow, at this misfortune. Hunting away from or in the 
vicinity of my command, on the march or in camp, has been forbidden, 
though fishing and hunting have been permitted to a small extent on 
White Eiver. I would not intimate that Lieutenant Weir was reckless, 
for he only shared the views of most of the younger officers that the 
country for most part was safe, so far a hostiles were concerned. It is 
probable that he was killed by Indians in ambush at the first fire. 
Lieutenant Hall's party was fired at in this way, and all escaped only by 
a miracle. It is thought Humme has escaped, and he is being looked 
for now. Lieutenant Weir's body is being brought in, and will be sent 
north at once. To Lieutenant Weir's large circle of friends and relatives 
the heartfelt condolences of this commaiid are extended. He was a fa- 
vorite with us all, and we feel as though our brother had been stricken 
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dowu withoat premoDition, but, thauk God, not without an abiding faith 
in the promises of the future world. 

Very respectfully, your obedien( servant, 

W. MERRITT, 
Colonel^ Commanding. 

Respectfully forwarded. 

BRACKETT, Colonel. 

Headquarters Department of Platte, 

Fort Omaha, Nehr., October 23, 1874. 

Official copy respectfully forwarded to the assistant adjutant- general 
U. S. A., headquarters. Military Division of the Missouri, for the in- 
formation of the Lieutenant-General commanding. 

GEORGE CROOK, 
Brigadier- enteral, Commanding. 

[Indorsement. J 

Headquarters Military Division Missouri, 

Chicago, October 25, 1879. 

BespectfuUy forwarded to the Adjutant-General of the Army. • 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
lAeuteuant- General, Commanding. 

Official copy. 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant- Oensral. 

Adjutant-General's Office, October 29, 1879. 
The Hon. Secretary of the Interior. 

War Department, 
Washington, B. C, October 31, 1879. 

SespectfuUy transmitted to the honorable the Secretary of the In- 
terior for his information. 

G. W. McORARY, 

Secretary of War. 

Department of the Interior, 

November 1, 1879. 

Respectfully referred to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

R. JOSEPH, 
A cting Chief Clerk. 



[Telej^ram.] 



Fort Leavenworth, Kans., 

October 23, 1879. 
To Assistant Adjutant-General, 

Military Division of the Missouri, Chicago, III. : 

The following, jast received, is repeated for the information of the LieU' 
tenant-General. 

JOHN POPE, 
Brevet Major- General, Commanding. 
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Fort Lewis, Colo., October 18, 1879. 
( Via Alatnoaa, Colo,, October 23.) 

Leave in the morning for Los Pinos and Animas. Shall probably have information 
on 20th of Merritt's movements, and learn accurately the nnmber of Indians gone north 
from Southern Utes. 

HATCH, Colonel. 



Fort Leavenworth, Kans., 

October 23, 1879. 
To Assistant Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters Military Division of the Missouri^ Chicago^ III, : 

The following telegram is repeated for the information of the Lieuten- 
ant-6eneral. 

JOHN POPE, 
Brevet Major- General^ V. 8. A., Commanding. 

Los PiNOS River, above Agency, October 20. 
( Via Alamo8af Colo,, October 22, 1879.) 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 

Department of the Miaaouriy Fort Leavenworth, Kane, : 

At request of Page, Indian agent, have halted mounted men during issue of annuity 
to-morrow. 

Couriers expected from Ouray have not arrived to-day. Look for them to-morrow. 
Page sent two more couriers on the 18th. 

The Indians have sent two chiefe to recall their young men who have gone north. 
Some returned to-day on information that troops were arriving. We are only eighty 
miles from Ouray. Should have information earlier than it is possible to obtain via 
Lake City. 
Am in communication with Jewett, who is about forty miles soath. 

HATCH, Colonel, 
VALOIS, 
Acting Assistant Quartermaster, 

[First indorsement.] 

Headquarters Military Division Missouri, 

Chicago, October 24, 1879. 

Eespectfully forwarded to tbe Adjutant-General of the Army. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 

lAeutentant' General. 
OflBcial copy. 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant' General. 
Adjutant General's Office, October 28, 1879. 

The Hon. Secretary of the Interior. 

[Second indorsement.] 

War Department, 
Wa8hingt07i, B. C, October 29, 1879. 

Respectfully transmitted to the honorable the Secretary of the In- 
terior for his information. 
For the Secretary of War, in his absence : 

H. T. CROSBY, 

Chief Clerk. 

[Third indorsement.] 

Department of the Interior, 

October 30, 1879. 

Respectfully referred to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

R. JOSEPH, 
Acting Chief Cleric. 
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[Telegram.] 

Chicago, October 23, 1879. 

General W. T. Sherman, 

Washington D. C. : 

The following telegram from General Crook is sent for your informa- 

tiOD. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 

Lieutenant- General. 

Merritt reports firom White River October 21, in substance, that on 20th he had sent 
two companies of cavalry, under Wessell, to examine a trail leading to Grand River. 
Lieutenant Hall, with some scouts, was also sent out for same purpose, and with them 
Lieutenant Weir was permitted to so. Weir, with one of the scouts, left Hall to shoot 
at some deer. Shortly afterwards Hall was fired into by Utes, and his party oorraHed 
until night, when the party came into camp without Weir. Merritt sent the battalion 
Fifth Cavalry to look for Weir, and he reports that Weir's body has been found, shot 
through the nead. He reports that the ail'air occurred about twenty miles from White 
Biver. Copy of Merritt's dispatch will be sent you by mail. 

GEO. CROOK, 
Jh-igadier- General. 



MissoiD Ri Division, 

Chicago, October 23, 1879. 

Lieatenant-Oeneral Sheridan reports dispatch from General Crook 
reporting that Merritt sent two companies cavalry, under Wessells, to 
examine trail leading to Grand Eiver : also Lieatenant Hall and some 
scoots. With them was Lient. W. B. Weir, who left the party to shoot 
at some deer, when he was fired into by some Utes and killed. 

B. D. TOW^NSEND. 

War Department, 
Washington, D. C, October 25, 1879. 

Eespectfally transmitted to the honorable the Secretary of the In- 
terior for his information. 
For the Secretary of War, in .his absence : 

H. T. CROSBY, 

Chief Clerk. 

Department of the Interior, 

October 28, 1879. 
Eespectfally referred to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

GEO. M. LOCKWOOD, 

Chief Clerk. 



[Telegram.] 

Chicago. October 24, 1879. 
General W. T. Sherman, 

Washington, D. 0. : 

MacKenzie will have in his column, I may safely say, twelve hundred 
men. Hatch has foar hundred and seventy-two. Events may so turn 
that they cannot be united. I will, therefore, in case the present nego- 
tiations fail, draw another regiment of infantry from the Department of 
Dakota, bat will not do it unless MacKenzie has to move his colamn. tic^ 
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tbe front. I did not think it safe to move Merritt back to thai^ailroad, 
as you directed me to do, until sufficient supplies had been accumulated 
to last the garrison to be left at the agency all winter. The bostiles are 
not far south of the White Eiver Agency, and might come back again, 
and close in a small garrison and get it in a bad fix. I have, therefore, 
held Merritt for the present and will bring him out when supplies have 
been gotten. In mean time perhaps something else may occur. I take 
it that if MacKenzie's column should move it will have to push north 
of the Los Pinos Agency, as the Indians in all probability will be found 
not far south of White Eiver Agency. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 

Lieutenant' General, 



[Telegram.] 



Headquarters Army of the United States, 

WaMngtoUj D, C, October 25, 1879. 
To General P. H. Sheridan, 

Commanding Division^ Chicago^ III, : 

I have never ordered or advised the withdrawal of Colonel Merritt's 
force back to their posts or to the railroad ; on the contrary, that force 
should remain there, stripped of all surplus impediments, and be sup- 
plied as it best can be, so as to co-operate with Mackenzie and Hatch 
coming from tbe south. 

Agent Adams must now be with the Utes, and many days ought not 
to expire before the hostiles will comply with the demand of the Interior 
Department or fail to do so, when official notice will be given you, and 
every effort, must be ihade to punish them to the extent of possibility. 
We are fully aware of the approach of winter and of all difficulties, but 
cannot escape them. Everything should be done by department com- 
manders in advance to make the dangers and difficulties as small as 
possible, and carte blanche is given to that end. If Agent Adams can 
save the lives of those poor captives, and secure terms of surrender ac- 
ceptable to the government, it is manifestly , the duty of the army to 
conform. 

^W. T. SHERMAN, 

General. 

[First Indorsement.] 

Official copy. 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant General, 
Adjutant-General's Office, 

October 2b, 1879. 

The Hon. Secretary of the Interior. 

[Second indorsement.] 

War Department, 
Washington, B, (7., October 25, 1879. 

Respectfully transmitted to the honorable Secretary of the Interior 
for his information. 
For the Secretary of War, in his absence : 

H. T. CROSBY, 

Chief Cleric. 
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[Third indorsement.] 

Depabtmbnt of the. Interior, 

October 28, 1879. 

Bespectfally referred to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

GEO. M. LOOKWOOD, 

Chief Cleric, 



[Telegram.] 



Headquarters Army op the United States, 

Washington, D. (7., October 24, 1879. 
General P. H. Sheridan, 

Commanding Division, Chica^go, III, : 

I have received your three dispatches of yesterday, giving acconnt of 
tbe killing of Lientenant Weir, and of the strength of yonr several forces 
at White Eiver, Forts Garland, and Lewis. All these seem strong enongh 
and are well commanded. Let all preparations proceed, and be ready 
tbe moment I give the word to pitch in. Shonld Agent Adams fail in 
his mission, I understand that the civil authorities will stand aside and 
the military will take absolute control of this whole Ute question and 
settle it for good and all. Meantime, humanity to the captive women 
and the friendly Utes, even of the White River Agency, justify this 
seeming waste of time. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 

General. 

Proposed answer read in Cabinet and approved. 

W. T. SHERMAN, 

General. 
Headquarters Army, 

Washington, October 24, 1879. 



Fort Leavenworth, Kans., 

October 24, 1879. 

Assistant Adjutant-Genpral, 

Millitary Division Missouri, Chicago, IIL ; 

The following is repeated for the information of the Lieutenant-Gen- 
eral 

JOHN POPE, 
Brevet Major- General, Commanding. 

Los Finos River, October 21, 1879. 
( Via AlamoBttf Colo.f October 4, 1879.) 

To the AssiSTAKfT Adjutant-General, 

Department Missouriy Fort Leavenworth, Kans,: 

The agent issaed to-day annnifcies to two hnndred families. My interpreter, who 
knows every Indian, says Charlie Ojo Blanco, Coreante of the Mancnors, with twenty 
lodges, are north, and fifty of theyonnir backs of Winnemackas are with tbe White 
Biyer Utes. Tbe conrier arrived from Uncompahgre with information of Merritts ad- 
Yuioe south. Captain Jack and band on Cacbaras River. Not known whether tbe 
absent Indians from here are with him. It is known they are north. Tbe following 
from Adams, commissioner, of October 17 : ^' I proceed to camp of Douglass to-mor- 
row; expect to secure release of Meeker family and other captives without conditions, 
and retom here on 25tb." 
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The transportation that Dodge has with him I want ; if taken b^ Merritt, which is 
probable, can the deficiency be supplied? My column is near Animas, ready to act 
should Merritt drive the White River Utes south on the Dolores, or cross the mountain 
if required to Ouray. I am assured now if you had not pushed the troops to this sec- 
tion every warrior of the Southern Utes would have gone north. I have no faith in 
chiefs preventing them, as much depends upon Merritt's movements. I hope to obtain 
information from runners on the 23d. 

HATCH, Colonel 
[First indorsement.] 

Headquarters Military Division Missouri, 

Chicago, October 25, 1879. 

Eespectfally forwarded to the Adjutant-General of tlje Army. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Lieutenant Oeneral, Commanding. 

War Department, 
Washington, D. (7., November 4tj 1879. 

Eespectfully transmitted to the honorable Secretary of the Interior 
for his information. 

G. W. McORARY, 

Secretary of War. 

Department of the Interior, 

November 7, 1879, 

Eespectfally referred to the Commissioner of Indian Afifairs. 

R. JOSEPH, 
Acting Chief Clerk. 



[Telegram. ] 

War Department, 
Washington, D. C, October 25, 1879. 

(From Chicago, 111.) 

To General E. D. Townsend : 

The commanding officer at Fort Douglas telegraphs that there is no 
trnth. as far as he can learn, in report contained in Associated Press 
dispatches of yesterday, that Uintah Utes and Snakes are on warpath. 
He will keep a lookout and report further. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 

Lietitenant- Oenera l. 

[First indorsement.] 

Official copy. 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant General. 
Adjutant-General's Office, 

October 25, 1879. 

The Hon. Secretary of the Interior. 

I Second indorsement.] 

War Department, 
Washington, D. C, October 27, 1879. 

Respectfully transmitted to the honorable the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior for his information. 
For the Secretary of War, in his absence. 

H. T. CROSBY, 

Chief Clerk. 
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[Third indorsemeDt.] 

Department of the Interior, 

October 30, 1879. 

Bespectfnlly referred to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

R. JOSEPH, 
Acting Chief Cleric, 



[Telegram.] 

Chicago, III., October 26, 1879. 

(Received Washington, October 26, 1879, 3.42 p. m.) 

To General W. T. Sherman, 

Washington^ D. C, ; 

Colonel Merritt reports that Special Agent General Adams reached^ 
his camp night of 23d, and reports the white women of the agency safe,* 
and that they were delivered over to him by the Indians, and are en 
route to their friends safe and sound. 

Colonel Merritt says that General Adams will report to Indian Bureau 
what the Indians are willing to do as to the means of peace. Colonel 
Merritt says the weather is very good, and he hopes it will not become 
bad until be can move against the hostiles who are encamped on river 
near trail, their women and children being on Plateau Creek. 

P. H. SBERIDAN, 

Lieutenant General. 

[First indorsement.] 

Official copy. 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant- General. 
Adjutant-General's Office, 
October 27, 1879. 

The Hon. Secretary of the Interior. 

[Second indorsement.] 

War Department, 
Washington, D. C, October 27, 1879. 

Respectfully transmitted to the honorable the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior for his information. 
For the Secretary of War, in his absence. 

n. T. CROSBY, 

Chief Clerk. 

Department of the Interior, 

October 30, 1879. 

Respectfully referred to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

R. JOSEPH, 

Acting Chief Clerk. 



Fort Union, N. Mex., 

October 27, 1879. 

Sib : I have the honor to submit the following report : 

I left Fort Lewis, Colo., July 21, in compliance with instructions from 
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headquarters District of New Mexico, dated July 5, 1879, for the pur« 
pose of scouting in the Middle Park. My route lay via Fort Garland, 
Paguache, Fair Play, and Breckinridge. 

I arrived at the crossing of Grand River, near the mouth of Trouble- 
some Creek, in the Park, August 17, and there established a supply 
camp. My orders required me to prevent any collision between the 
Indians and settlers in that region, and I at once endeavored to learn 
the state of feeling between the two people, and, if possible, the cause 
for it. 

Many complaints were made against the Utes for having fired the 
timber in various places through the Middle and North Parks; for an 
indiscriminate slaughter of game out of season, and merely for the hides; 
for burning grass, hay, and buildings of the whites, and for threats and 
insolence to the isolated settlers and their families. One instance was 
related where a party of Indians went to a man's house, borrowed some 
matches, and with them set fire to his hay-stack near by, which nearly 
•destroyed his entire property. Other cases were mentioned of the Indi- 
ans forcing the white women to cook for them ; and another of a ranch- 
man having been driven entirely out of the country. These cases were 
all located in the North Park, and I could not verify them. 

About the end of August, Jack and Souick, two chiefs from White 
River Agency, came into my camp. They professed friendship, and 
seemed satisfied with their treatment at the agency ; they had just come 
from Denver, where they had been on a visit to Governor Pitkin, with 
the result of which they seemed much pleased. 

When I spoke to them about burning the timber, &c., they replied 
that there might be one or two bad Indians whom the chiefs could not 
control who had done so, but that the greater part of the tribe was en- 
tirely innocent of such practices. However, a few days after their visit, 
a fire broke out on the Gore Range, which was said to be the work of 
these same chiefs, and I think it probably was. 

The past season has been unusually dry, and a fire once started might 
spread indefinitely. A great amount of damage has been done, but I am 
thoroughly convinced that the Indians were only partially responsible 
for it. 

Great numbers of hunting parties frequent these parks during the 
summer and fall months, and doubtless many of these fires are due to 
their carelessness, others to the actual settlers themselves ; but there 
seems to be this distinction, that while the fires were the result of care- 
lessness on the one hand, on the part of the Indians they were set in* 
tentionally and in a mischievous spirit, for the sole purpose of annoying 
the whites. The charge of killing game out of season, &c., seems well 
founded. 

In regard to the treatment of the families of the settlers by the In- 
dians, 1 have no means of proving the truth or falsity of the reports, as 
I saw none of the people who had suffered; but the accounts were so 
positive and uncontradictory that I am obliged to believe in their accu- 
racy. 

On the 5th of September I started on a scout through Egeria Park, 
and down Bear River as far as Windsor, returning on the 24th to the 
supply camp. I could neither find nor hear of any Indians off their res- 
ervation, although they had undoubtedly been off in large numbers. 
They seem to be aware of the movement of the company, and tried to 
avoid it, always returning to their reservation whenever it approached 
them. 

While at Windsor, I first heard that Agent Meeker had been roughly 
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haodled by an Indian named Johnson, and laid over there while the 
mail went down to the agency, and returned, in order to give him (the 
agent) an opportunity to call for assistance or protection if he needed it. 
I was within sixty miles of the agency, forty by the trail, and could 
easily have gone there in two days, but did not feel authorized to do so 
until assured that the presence of troops was necessary to protect life 
and property. The accounts of the difficulty, too, as I had heard them, 
were so contradictory that I was inclined to give them little credence. 

Upon my return to Middle Park I found orders to return to the White 
Eiver Agency with the least practicable delay, for the purpose of break- 
ing up illegitimate trading establishments, and forcing a return of the 
Indians to the reservation. I was also ordered to act in accord with 
Agent Meeker and under his direction. 

Leaving my supply camp on Grand River on the 27th ultimo, for the 
White River Agency, in compliance with telegrams from headquarters 
District of Kew Mexico, dated September 13 and 18, respectively, I 
had marched to and camped on a small stream emptying into Bear 
Biver, ten or fifteen miles south of Steamboat Springs, by the 30th. 

I left camp a» usual on the 1st instant, at 6.30 a. m. After marching 
aboat ten miles, a paper was found in the sage brush by the side of the 
road, on which was written the following : <' Hurry up, the troops have 
been defeated at the agency,'' and signed *' E. E. C." Ordering the 
train to keep closed up with the column, I pushed forward to Hayden, 
which I found deserted. 

While searching the buildings here a party of citizens came up, 
among them a Mr. Gordon, who had left the intrenchments two days 
before, and from whom I learned the exact situation. 

I then moved down Bear River as rapidly as possible until 4.30 p. m., 
when I went into camp, causing all ordinary dispositions to be made for 
a night's rest. 

Having seen that my men were supplied with one hundred and twen- 
ty-five rounds of ammunition and three days' rations per man, I ordered 
the wagons repacked at half past eight, and with a guard of eight men 
sent them to Price's supply camp on Fortification Creek, while I started 
with the rest of the company for Payne's command. I took with me 
one pack mule, on which was carried a couple of blankets and a few 
picks and 6pades. The foice left me consisted of two officers and thirty- 
five soldiers, and four citizens. Gordon and a citizen named Lithgow 
having volunteered to act as guides, I decided to follow a trail in 
preference to the road. The night was bright and cold, and the march 
nnimpeded. At four o'clock we reached the river road, about five miles 
from the intrenchments, and shortly afterward came upon the dead 
bodies of three men who were lying in a gulch, near which a train loaded 
with annuity goods had been burnt by the Indians. Half an hour later we 
arrived at Payne's command. 

Singalarly enough the Indians did not molest us in the least up*to 
this time, and I can only account for it by supposing that they imag- 
ined a much stronger force coming in, and were unwilling to expose 
themselves. However, we were scarcely inside the trenches when they 
commenced a fusilade, which was kept up at intervals for the next three 
days. Of forty-two animals taken into the trenches with my company 
bat four are left, and these are wounded. I made the best disposition 
of them 1 could, but it was impossible to shelter them on all sides, and 
the Indians completely surrounded us. 

The command was corralled on a small plateau on the right bank of 
Mill Greek, and about a hundred yards from it, while some five hundred 
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yards farther back a mountain afforded the Indians ample protection, 
and enabled them to keep up a plunging fire on our position without 
being themselves exposed. On the other (south) side the mountains 
were higher and more rugged, but more distant, yet still within easy 
range of their rifles. At night, a few Indians would occatsionally crawl 
up the creek bottom, apparently within a hundred yards of us, and open 
fire. But one man was wounded In going for water, although the party 
sent out for that purpose was frequently fired on. Qur greatest trouble 
was in hauling out the dead animals at night, and watering and feeding 
those that remained. 

General Merritt's command arrived on the morning of the 5th instant 
relieving us from our awkward situation, and on the 10th I was ordered 
to take the remnant of Payne's companies with ray own and the wounded 
back to Eawlins, which place I reached October 19. 

On the morning of the 2Ist instant the company started for Fort 
Union, at which post it arrived on the 23d instant. 

In conclusion, I wish to say a word in favor of the enlisted men of my 
command whose conduct throughout was exemplary. They endured a 
forced march of seventy miles, loss of sleep, lack of food, and the depri- 
vations attendant upon their situation without a murmur, and have 
proven themselves good soldiers and reliable men. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

F. S. DODGE, 
Captain Ninth Cavalry^ Commanding Company D, 

The Assistant Adjutant General, 

Department of the Missouri^ Fort Leavenworth^ Kans, 

[First indorsement.] 

Headquarters Department of ^he Missouri, 

Fort Leavenworthy November 12, 1879. 

Eespectfully forwarded to the assistant adjutant-general, headquar- 
ters Military Division of the Missouri, for the information of the Lieu- 
tenant-General commanding. 

Attention invited to indorsement, dated October 29, 1879, from these 
headquarters, upon previous report of this officer. 
In the absence of the brevet major-general commanding. 

E. R. PLATT, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 

[ Second indorsement.] 

Headquarters Military Division Missouri, 

Chicago^ November 17, 1879. 

Eespectfully forwarded to the Adjutant-General of the Army. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Lieutenant- General J Commanding. 

War Department, 
Washington, D, C, November 25, 1879. 

Respectfully transmitted to the honorable the Secretary of the Interioi 
for his information. 

G. W. McCRARY, 

Secretary of War. 
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Department of the Interior, 

December 2, 1879. 

Respectfa1]y referred to the Commissioner of iDdiaii Affairs. 

GEO. M. LOCKWOOD, 

GhieJ Cleric. 



[Telegram.] 

Los PiNos, Colo., October 24, 1879. 

(Received at Department of tbe Interior October 28, 1.10 i). in.) 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 

Washington, D. C. : 

Women and children safe at Oaray's hoase, but somewhat destitute 
of clothing:; will be provided for here. Ladies returned in charge, of 
George D. Sherman, clerk at this agency, and W. M. Cline, of Cimarron, 
with escort of my ntes. General Adams gone to. hunt Merriti's com- 
mand, who is said to be advancing. Douglas refused Secretary Schurz's 
invitation to come here. 

STANLEY, Agent. 



Fort Leavenworth, Kans., 

October 29, 1879. 
To Assistant Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters Military Division of the Missouri, Chicago, III. : 

Tbe following is repeated for the information of the Lieutenant-Gen- 
eral: 

JNO. POPE, 
Brevet Major- Oeneral, Commanding. 

Ani>ias City, Colo., October 26, 1879. 

{Via Alamosa, Colo., October 2S.) 
To Assistant Adjutant-General, 

Department of the Missouri, Fort Leavenworth, Kans, : 

Interpreter White has inst come in from Ignacio's camp. Was there last night. 
Talked with Allilamdro, chief of the Winnemachas, who arrived from Uncompahgre. 
This chief says the Meeker women were nearly in the agency. That the hostiles told 
liim tbe soldiers first killed an old man, and they trapping beaver, which led to the 
attack. Ignacio told White he had separated with his own family of six lodges, and 
would remain at the agency. That the young bucks will not take advice, belonging 
to the Winnemncks, but will go on the war-path if the White River Utes fight. The 
yonng men of the Capotes are inclined to take the advice of the old men and remain. 
Charlie, of the Mnaches, with ten lodges is, undoubtedly with the White River Utes. 

HATCH, Colonel 

Heceived this morning. 

VALDIS, 
Acting Assistant Quartermaster. 
Official. 

W. D. WHIPPLE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 

[First indorsement.] 

Headquarters Military Division of Missouri, 

Chicago, October 30, 1879. 

Respectfully forwarded to the Adjutant-General of the Army. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Lieutenant- General^ Commandinq^ 
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[Indorsemente.] 

War Department, 
Washington^ D. C, November 6, 1879. 

Eespectfully traDsmitted to the honorable Secretary of the Interior 
for hiL information. 

G. W. McORARY, 

Secretary of War. 

Department of the Interior, 

November 7, 1879. 

Eespectfully referred to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

R. JOSEPH, 
Acting Chief Glerh 



Fort Omaha, Nebr., 

October 29, 1879. 
To Assistant Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters Military Division of the Missouri, Chicago, III. : 

Merritt telegraphs from White River, under date of 27th, " Since the 
departure of Mr. Adams, the agent of the Interior Department, on 25th, 
everything has been quiet. A few Indians were seen on the hills some 
miles to the south of our camp on the afternoon of the 25th, but they 
seemed to be merely observing the camp, and disappeared in a little 
while. Captains Hamilton, Benham, and other officers on their way to 
join command are expected in this evening with supply train. Weather 
fine.'' 

GEORGE CROOK, 
Brigadier-OeneraL Commanding. 
Official. 

W. D. WHIPPLE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 

[First indorsement.] 

Headquarters Military Division op Missouri, 

Chicago, October 30, 1879. 

Respectfully forwarded to the Adjutant-General of the Army. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Lieutenant' General, Commanding. 

[Indorsements.] 

War Department, 
Washington, D. C, November 6, 1879. 

Respectfully transmitted to the honorable Secretary of the Interior for 
his information. 

G. W. MoORART, 

Secretary of War. 

Department of the Interior, 

November 7, 1879. 

Respectfully referred to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

R. JOSEPH, 
Acting Chief Clerk. 
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Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 
Washington, September 19, 1877. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit, herewith, copy ofa r<*port of United 
States Agent B. H. Danfortb, of tbe White lliver Agency, Colorado, 
dated 28th ultimo, to Ciipt. Charles Parker, Ninth Cavalry, U. S. A., ac- 
companied by a copy of a letter from the agent of the 2d instant to this 
office, in relation to the establishment of a military post on Bear River, 
north of the Ute Reservation, Colorado. 

Frequent complaints have been made to this office within the past 
year, in consequenceof raids alleged to have been made by these Indians 
apon the settlers adjacent to their reservation, and I concur with the 
agent in the opinion that a military post established at the point indi- 
cated would serve to restrain the Indians and keep them upon the reser- 
vation, and give to the settlers a greater feeling of security. I, therefore, 
respectfully recommend that the papers be referred to the War Depart- 
ment for its information, and such action as may be deemed advisable. 
Very respectfully, 

J. Q. SMITH, 

Commissioner, 
The Hob. Secretary of the Interior. 



White River Agency, Colo., 

September 2, 1877. 

Sir : I herewith inclose copy of my letter to Capt. Charles Parker, 
Moth Cavalry, in answer to questions for information in regard to the 
basiness which will be explained in the inclosed letter. 

I think that a military post situated in the Bear River Valley would 
be a good thing, if commanded by the proper officer ; but that one at 
the agency or upon the reserve is not advisable for many serious reasons. 
I trust you will be of the same opinion. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. H. DANFORTH, 
United States Indian Agent, 
Hon. J. Q. Smith, 

Commissioner Indian Affairs, Washington, D, C. 



War Department, 
Washington City, October 12, 1877. 

Sir : Referring to your letter dated July 19 last (addressed to the 
President, and by him referred to this department for such action as 
may be deemed necessary in the premises), in relation to the defiant 
intrusion of unauthorized persons upon the northern portion of the 
White River Ute Reservation, in Colorado, I have the honor to inclose 
lierewith copies of reports of the military authorities upon the matter, 
and beg to invite your attention to the remarks of Lieutenant-General 
Sheridan upon the subject. . 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G^O, W. McCRARY, 

Secretary of War, 

The Hon. Secretary of the Interior. 
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October 16, 1877. 

Respectfully referred to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

GEO. M. LOCKWOOD, 

Chief Clerl. 

Indorsements and accompaniments thereto, on letter from the Interior 
Department of July 17, 1877, with inclosures, in relation to defiant 
intrusion of unauthorized white persons upon the northern portion of 
the White Eiver Ute Reservation, Colorado, July 19, 1877, referred 
by the President of the United States to the Secretary of War for 
such action as may be deemed necessary in the premises. Referred 
from War Department to the Adjutant General for report from proper 
department commander. 

Iridorsements. 

[Second indorsement.] 

Headquarters of the Army, 
Adjutant General's Office, 

Washingtorij July 21 , 1877. 

Respectfully referred — through headquarters Military Division of the 
Missouri — to the commanding general, Department of the Missouri, for 
report. 
These papers to be returned. 
By command of General Sherman. 

THOMAS M. VINCENT, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 

[Third indorsement.] 

Headquarters Military Division of the Missouri, 

Chicago^ III, July 26, 1877. 

Respectfully transmitted. to the commanding general, Department of 
the Missouri. 
By command of Lieutenant-General Sheridan. 

R. C. DRUM, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 

[Fourth indorsement.] 

Headquarters Department of the Missouri, 

Assistant Adjutant-General's Office, 

Fort Leavenworth, Kans., August 7, 1877. 

Respectfully referred to the commanding officer, district of New Mex- 
ico, who will take such action as the case may require and the interests 
Qf the service will allow. 

These papers to be returned with the report in relation to this matter, 
and of the action taken. 
By command of Brigadier-General Pope. 

E. R. PLATT, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 

[Fifth indorsement.] 

Headquarters District of New Mexico, 

Santa FS, N. Mex.j September 17, 1877. 

Respectfully returned to the assistant adjutant-general. Department 
of the Missouri, inviting attention to report of Capt. Charles Parker^ 
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Ninth Oavalry, relating to the White Biver Indian Agency, and my in- 
doraement on the same, from these headquarters, datod September 12. 
1877. 

EDWARD HATCH, 
Colonel Ninth Cavalry^ Commanding. 

The following ie the indorsement of Colonel Hatch referred to above: 

[Second indorsemenc] 

Headquabtebs Distbict of New Mexico, 

Santa Fe, N. Mex.^ September 12, 1877. 

Respectfully forwarded to the assistant adjntant-geueral, Depart- 
ment of the Missouri. Should the general commandiug decide to send 
tbe company from Fort Lyon, will he please designate the route by 
which he wishes the company. 

EDWARD HATCH, 
Colonel Ninth Cavalry j Commanding. 



REPORT. 



Fort Garland, Colo., 

September 6, 1877. 

Sir: I have the honor to report that I proceeded August 18, 1877, in 
compliance with Special Order No. 47, current series, Fort Garland, 
Colo., and instructions eontctined in telejrrain from headcjuarters, District . 
New Mexico, dated August 10, 1877, via Denver, Georgetown, Hot 
Sulphur Springs and Hayden to White River Agency, Colorado. I ar- 
rived on tlie 27th ultimo at the latter place, having delayed one day (Sun- 
day) in Denver for the i)nrpose of procuring the information contained 
in my telegram, marked A, herewith atiixiMl. The toll road over the 
Berthoud Pass to Sulphur 8j)rings, a distance of 48 miles, is a good 
bat expensive one for wagons to travel. I am informed that it is prac- 
ticable only between the months of June and November for each year. 
The road thence through Middle Pass over the Gore Kauge, through 
Egeria Park over the Oak Hills on to Bear or Yam pah River, and 
thence south to White liiver, a distance of about 148 miles, is quite rough 
and circuitous, though practicable tor six-mule wagons carrying 2,500 
pounds, in good weather. I am infornie«i by the best authority that the 
road from Windsor, (3olo., situated at the junction of Elk Head Creek 
and Bear River (a place of two log houses), to Fort Steele, a distance of 
125 miles, is a very good one, practicable for wagons carrying over 3,000 
pounds, for eight months in the year. This is not a toll road. 

The road by liawlins Springs (nearly the same) is 15 miles nearer, 
but at the latter place there is very little room for storage. 

Tbe only other practicable road into this country is the one via 
Laramie, Hermes Peak, Steatnboat Springs, Hayden, &c. This, I am 
Satisfied, is a much longer route an! ecpially as rough and circuitous as 
the one by Georgetown, Colo. No su|)plies have yet passed over this 
road to the agency, though it has recently bei*n established as a weekly 
mail roate, owing to the elforts of the miners at Hermes Peak, situated 
about 75 miles, by the road, from Hayden. 

I believe the mail goes in a buck-board from Laiamie twice a week to 
Hermes Peak, thence on horseback to Hayden weekly. At present there 

8. Ex. 31 8 



114 UTE INDIANS IN COLORADO. 

is only a monthly horseback mail as far as the agency, which is 65 miles, 
by the road, from Hayden (a place of two log houses), which is aboat 
10 miles east of WindiSor. 

The railroad from Denver to George, Cblo., is an expensive one for 
freights, being a monopoly. 

If wagon transportation is used exclusively from Fort Lyon to White 
River or its vicinity, 1 know the wagon road via Denver, Empire, and 
Sulphur Springs to be the best route of travel. 

Should railroads also be used as a means of transportation between 
these points, I believe the route by rail to Fort Steele and thence by 
wagon road to agency would be the quickest and cheapest for transport- 
ing 8upi)lies. 

Hay in sufficient quantities only can be procured as subsistence for 
animals in this country. I believe enough hay can be purchased on 
Bear and Snake Rivers to subsist 100 animals this coming winter. 

The Indian Agent at White River Agency, as shown in his com- 
munication, marked li, herewith attached, does not want troops stationed 
at or near his agency, but thinks their presence is necessary in the 
vicinity of the Northern Utes' Reservation to protect both the Indians 
and the settlers living in Middle Park, Steamboat Springs, Hermes 
Peak and Bear and Snake Rivers. 

I respectfully submit herewith copies of my telegrams, marked A and 
0,acomniunicatiou from Agent Danforth, marked B,* and some remarks 
of my own, foreign to my instruction, marked D, relating, however, to 
this subject-matter, for the information of the district commander. 
Very respectfully, vour obedient servant, 

CHAS. PARKER. 

Captain Ninth Cavalry, 

Acting Assitant Adjutant General, 
District of New Mexico, Santa Fe. N. Mex, 

(Through post headquarters.) 

A. 

[By telegraph.] 

Denver Colo., 

August 19, 1877. 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, 

District of New Mexico^ Santa Fe : 

Will proceed to White River tomorrow, via Georgetown, Snlpbar 
Springs and Hayden. No public conveyance beyond Sulphur Springs. 
Koad said to be good except in winter. Hay only can be procured in 
settlements near agency on Bear River. Supplies and mail at present 
sent via Rawlings Springs. Will return via that point if practicable. 
Governor Route authority. 

CHAS. PARKER, 

Captain Ninth Cavalry. 

Georgetown, Colo., September 4, 1877. 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, 

District of New Mexico, Santa FS : 

Agent does not want troops at agency, but thinks sixty cavalry men 
are needed at Windsor on Bear River. Plenty ot hay only in country 

* B not copied in AdjntaDt-General's Office, having been furnished to the Interior 
Departwent by Agent Danforth. 
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for gnimals. Best roate for wagons alone from Union or Lyon is via Den- 
ver and Salphur Springs. Best and cheapest roate by rail and wagons 
also is by BawUngs Springs, on Union Pacific Bailroad. 
Particularly by mail. 

CHAS. PABKEE, 

Captain Ninth Cavalry. 

D. 

REMARKS. 

C^ Referring to the relations which at present exist between the North- 
ern Utes and tlie settlers living in the vicinity of tiieir reserve, also 
tbe necessity for troops and the best location for tlieio, 1 have the lienor 
to state as follows : 

Few of these Indians have been in the habit of remaining upon their 
reservation as defined in the treaty of 18G8. Few of them know any- 
thing about its boundaries, or care to observe them. In the winter, when 
'Without supplies (as on one occasion), they are forced to leave their res- 
ervation for stock, shelter, an»l subsistence. At the present time they 
are in a destitute condition, being without their annuities and their sup- 
plies for the present year. The agent, Mr. Danforth, has represented 
these facts to the Interior Department, stating also that the Indians 
will sufter and commit outrages in the adjacent settlements unless their 
supplies arrive before winter. No supplies can enter the country be- 
tween November and April. Settlements within titty miles of the re- 
serve mentioned in the accompanying report occupy a great deal of 
their favorite hunting-ground, particularly Bear River. Th^y desire it 
tor summer herding and hunting, and consider all settlers upon it as 
t raspassers. 

The chiefs, Colorado, Jack, and Pioh, with their bands, rove about 
^moug the settlements and are frequently impudent and threatening to 
^11 those they dislike who refuse to give them what they ask for. These 
Indians have done imthing worse, so far, in the settlements than burn 
Op the grass and timber, a few hay-stacks, and destroy the game, empty 
Oabins in the time iidiibited by law, and generally to intimidate all 
those settlers whom they dislike. There is no doubt but these acts re- 
t:^rd the settlement of the country, and that the presence of troops in 
^nmmer would materially facilitate it. The people are all anxious to 
tiave a military post established near them. 

Mr. lies, a settler living at Windsor, very rashly whipped an Indian 
VK)y recently for driving a herd of horses on his (Iles's) meadow. The 
Indians resented this act very much. Were he to repeat it he would 
X>robably lose his life. 

The place which seemed to me best adapted for military occupation 
^::in the route traveled over, is situated at the lower extremity of E^e- 
X*ia Park, on the roaring fork of Dear River, at the base of two hills, one 
^_faarter of a mile apart, both of which are crowned by high rock chim- 
^leys. Tributary creeks skirt the base of these hills and would afford 
^n unlimited supply of clear, cold water from the White River mount- 
ains, very near. The valley from the upper hill is about three-quarters 
^:>f a mile wide and four miles long to the end of the park. Within this 
^rea is included the finest and largest natural meadow to be fouud in 
^11 that country. Opposite these hills, near by, upon the main creek, is 
^Cottonwood grove, and a little further on, two or three miles up ac 
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cessiblo billH, is a large forest of cotton wooil and pine, out of which 
ample material can be found for the construction of a po.sr. 

The celebrated Black and Trapper's Lakes are within a day's journey. 
This is a favorite place for elk in winter. The waters are well provided 
with grevling, trout, &c. The red speckled trout is found near by, in 
Black-tailed Creek. This spot is fifteen miles from Hermes Peak, the 
same distance from Hay den by the present road (which can easily be 
made much shorter), fifty miles from Hot Sulphur Springs, and Dy Gen- 
eral Hughes's old road, which there intersects the present road, it can 
not be more than fifty or sixty miles to White Kiver Agency. 

General Hughes, late Democratic candidate for governor of Colorado, 
passed over this old road with wagons several years a^^o. It also inter* 
sects the road from Hayden to agency, six miles south of Williamson's 
fork of Bear Kiver. 

The next best place is at Windsor, as recommended by Agent Dau- 
forth. Large cottonwood is there in abundance ; pine, if required, would 
have to be floated down the river twenty miles. Plenty of beef cattle 
in that country. 

KespectfuIIy submitted. 

CHAS. PAKKEIi, 

Captain Ninth Cavalry, 

r Sixth iiulorwjrnent.] 
liKAVqVAllTVAlH DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 

Fort Leavenicortli, Kans.^ September 25, 1877. 

KespectfuIIy returned, in couipliance with insructiuiis to make re- 
port upon this matter, I caused an oflicer to be sent to the reservation 
to malie an examination of affairs. The report of this oflicer, together 
with paj^ers accomi)anying it, are herewith inclosed, and attention is 
invited lo them. 

Th(* agent, in his letter to tln» Ooniinissioner of Indian Affairs, en- 
larges npon the danger of enc loaehnients upon the reservation by 
' white setth'rs, and bases his recommendation for the presence of troops 
solely upon that ground. In his letter to Captain Parker (inclosnre B 
to re[)()rt of Captain Parker) he considers troops necessary to protect 
the settlers against the Indians. The Indians arc undoubtedly very 
poorly fed upon the reservation, and are driven by hunger to leave it 
for the purjiuseof seiking lood, and no doubt their presence among the 
settlements is a source of alarm (see copies of papers, marked X and 
Y), and there may be some encroachments upon the reservation on the 
part of white settler?*, but neither of these reasons sertm-* to me to be 
of sufUcient importance to Justify the incurring of the expense which 
the establishing and nmintainingof a post in the vicinity ♦vould involve, 
and, even if the necessity were greater than it is, I have no troops that 
could possibly be spaieil for the purpose. 

1 beg, in this connection, to invite attention to the suggestions con- 
tained in the annual report of this department for this year, in which I 
have recommended that the several Ute agencies and reservations be 
consolidated into one, located in some convenient agricultural valley, 
&c. If so consolidated and placed, a reasonable military force could 
protect both Indians and whites; but until such an arrangenient is made 
it does not seem possible to me to give the protection needed at so many 
points with any force it is or may be possible to furnish for that region. 

JNO. POPE, 
Brevet Major- Oeneral, U. 8, A., Commanding. 
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[Inclosnres to sixth indorsement.] 

X, 

[Office of W. N. Brown, treasurer and ex-offldo J»x collector of Grand County, Hot 

Snlphnr Springs, Middle Park, Colorado. ] 

August 30, 1877. 

Dear General : You will recollect the writer, the nndersigned, as 
having spoken to .you last winter on the Kansas Pacific train going 
east, some time in January, about the annoyance given the citizens of 
Middle Park and depredations committed b}' the Ute Indians who 
have their headquarters on White River, Colorado, west of here. You 
vill, perhaps, recoUecthavingmet the writer again in May at the Lindell 
Botel, in Saint Louis, just as you were leaving (in fact, my family was 
given yonr room after you left), and you recollect, perhaps, my having 
again spoken to you about the matter. The Utes have several times 
this summer ordered citizens out of the park, and have burnt some cab- 
ins in the lower portion of the park — so it is currently reported — and 
have destroyed by fire vast quantities of fine pine lumber, besides hiiv- 
ing killed several thousand deer and elk and killed one white man, and 
all this within forty miles of Hot Sulphur Springs, Middle Park, Colo- 
rado; and off the Ute Reservation, as you remarked to me last winter, 
it does appear as if the " white man had no rights an Indian is bound to 
rcspecf It may be proper here to state that the head instigator of all 
this mischief is old Colorow, or "Colorado,'' as the Utes call him. He 
is a noted old renegade, and has given the people more trouble than 
any other chief. We are now getting up a petition, t) be signed by 
onr principal citizens, asking that you send a company of cavalry over 
here to keep the Utes on their reservation and afford protection to set- 
tlers at exposed points. You are perhaps aware, general, that a reso- 
lotion was introduced in the legislature of Colorado by our representa- 
tive, Mr. Stokes, last winter, asking that a military post be established 
in Grand County, in Middle Park, which resolution, I believe, passed 
both houses, and was sent to Congress in the shape of a memorial, &c. 
Ve earnestly hope, general, that you may feel justified in sending the 
mnch-ueeded protection, and at the earliest possible moment. At pres- 
ent the Utes are not in Middle Park, but are west on Bear River, but 
said when they left they woulrl soon be back again as usual in the fall. 
The petition I refer to in this communication will perhaps be forwarded 
to you in a few days from this place. I see by late papers th2 Presi- 
dent has prohibited the sale of arms and ammunition to Indians. I con- 
strue the order to apply to all Indians; and if it applies to the Utes as 
well as others, then it is one of the wisest an<l best things the govern- 
ment has done. It is so regarded here by our citizens, and I respectfully 
reqnest, if consistent with your duties as commander of this department, 
that you promulgate the prohibitory order, and send me two or three 
copies of same, so I may post in conspicuous places here. 

Jn this connection 1 may hen* state that I have had for three years, 
and now have, the only store in Hot Sulphur Springs; am assistant 
postmaster also, and will see that due notice is given, if notified by you, 
in these matters. 

Capt. Charles Parker, of the Ninth Cavalry, Fort Giuland, Colorado, 
recently passed through here on his way, on some official business, to 
the Ute Indian Agency on White River, in Western Colorado, with 
other citizens here. I laid the facts as recited in our petition before 
Captain Parker, and respectfully asked his co-operation with us in the 
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right course to obtain the desired protection, aud hope for souie recog- 
Ditiou as to oar great want in liis t'orthcouiing report. 

I know the gravity of the situation here, and know also that if the 
(Jtes continue their menaces and depredations serious trouble will fol- 
low. Either we or the renegade Utes will be exterminated, and we all 
desire peace and the averting of bloodshed, with naught but the settle- 
ment and development and good of our country and our own safety in 
view. 

General, we make this urgent, earnest request of you, hoping that it 
may be productive of peace, prosperity, and secuiity of property, life, 
and limb to all. 

With great respect, hoping soon to hear from you, I remain, general, 
yours, truly, 

WM. N. BROWN. 

Gen. John Pope, U. S. A., 

Commanding Departmmit^ Leavenicorth, Kans. 

Y. 

Hot Sulphue Springs, Colo., 
Middle Park, Grand County, 

August 30, 1877. 

Dear General: We, the undersigned, citizens of Middle Park, 
Grand County, Colorado, would respectfully represent to you that we 
are living on the frontier, on the confines of civilization, as it were, 
miles away from any military post, and without adequate protection 
from the roving and unprincipled bands of renegade Ute Indians which 
monthly visit this section without license or permit, contrary, we are 
informed, to the law's in this case made and provided by the govern- 
ment. 

We would respectfully represent that these bands of renegade Ute 
Indians properl3^ belong to the White Kiver Indian Agency, in Western 
Colorado, but spend more than two-thirds of the year off their reserva- 
tion in our country^ purposely slaughtering our game indiscriminately 
and driving it into remote districts us far away as possible from the 
white settlements — slaughtering this game at all seasons on the white 
man's territory, when a white man is not allowed to kill a pound more 
than he can use to sustain life, while at the same time it is a notorious 
fact that game exists in abundance within the limits of the Ute Indian 
Eeservation; and yet a white man cannot trap or hunt, or even cut a 
stick of wood, on the reservation without asking someJpetty chief's per- 
mission or running risk of being S(!ali)ed anil inurderiMl. 

We would respectfully call attention lo the fact thiit tlirse same Utes 
yenrl.v set lire to the forests in this park, thereby causing immense de- 
strnclion of the finest pine timber in the State, which is of incalculable 
value to all, and should be preserved ; and these (ires often burn up hay- 
stacks and cabinsj and sometimes, in the owners' absence, the Indians 
burn the cabins in the more remote parts of the settlements hereabout. 
Tliey repeatedly threaten to kill onr settlers here if they do not go out over 
the range and stay out of Middle Parlc^ and frigiiten tourists and others 
who peaceably visit this section for health and lecreation, retarding, by 
their presence and menaces, the settlement and devel<»pmeiit of Xorth- 
western Colora<lo. 

In consequence of the inadequate protection at present afforded us, 
and in consideration of the foregoing facts herein set forth, we, the un- 
dersigned, citizens of Grand County, Colorado, respectfully request that, 
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f it is your pleasure and in your power, yoa station a company of cay« 
idry at Hot Sniphnr Springs, or some other suitable place in Middle 
Park, permanently, or so long as may be deemed necessary, believing 
:hat trouble will surely be averted thereby, affording protection to the 
citizens in this region, and keeping the Indians on their reservation ; 
ind your petitioners will ever pray, &c. 

JOHN H. STOKES, 
Representative from Grand County, 

CALVIN KINNEY. 

JAMBS WAGSTAFF, 
Postmaster at Hot Sulphur Springs. 

J. G. SHAEFFER. 

W. S. CHAMBERLIN, 

County Cleric, 

T. H. JOHNSON, Sheriff. 

JOHN KINSEY, Assessor. 

THOS. J. DRAU, 
County Judge, late Captain Fifth Michigan Cavalry. 

WILLIAM N. BROWN, 

County Treasurer, 

MONROE C. WYTHE, 

Commissioner. 

WILLIAM H. GARISON. 

W. 0. MEELEN, 

County Commissioner, 

C. LUKE KINNEY. 

JAMBS O. KINNEY. 

F. M. BOURN. 

H. BOJTH. 

CHAS. F. BIXBY. 

URBAN BLICKLEY. 

M. BESSEY. 

JOHN WBSTEMORB. 

JAMES R. MOSS. 

WM. E. WALTON, 

Steamboat Springs. 

FRANK A. McQUEARY. 

GEOG. B. HUDSON. 

DAVID BOCK. 

WILLIAM REDMAN. 

DAVID PORTER. 

DAVID GARDNER. 

EDWARD C. HALTON. 

C. W. ROGER. 

WM. E. KINNEY. 

C. A. KING. 

THOS. WALLACE. 

CHAS. S. WISE, 

Bear River Route Country. 

WALTER McQUEARY. 

H. W. SHILLY. 

W. O. BULL. 
Bneral John Pope, U. S. A., 

Commanding Department Headquarters, Leavenicorth^ Kans. 
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[Seventh iodorsemeDt.] 

Headquarters Military Division of the Missouri, 

Chicago^ HI, September 29, 1877. 

Respectfully returned to the Adjutant-General of the Army. 

The condition of the Ute Indians, and their relations with the white 
settlers have been several times presented for consideration here. 

However great the necessity may be for the establishment of a post 
near this reservation, the great difficulty in the way of doing so is to 
find troops to garrison it, for we have not the troops to send there. 

The failure on the part of the Indian Bureau to furnish the Indians 
their annuities and supplies is probably the principal cause of the dis- 
turbances so frequentlv reported. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Lieutenant' General Commanding. 



Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

Washington, March 6, 1878. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the rt^ceipt by department:^ 
reference of a petition of citizens of Bear River, Routt County, Colorado^ 
who allege that Ute Indians from the White River agency are com- 
mitting depredations on the property of the settlers of that section o 
the State, that their limited supply of timber is fast disappearing hy 
reason of these depredations, and they urgently request military protec- 
tion, or the establishment of a military post on said river. 

I also inclose copy of a petitfon of citizens of Carbon County, Wyo- 
ming Territory, upon the snme subject. 

On the 19th of September last the attention of the Department was^ 
called to this subject, and copies of reports of United States Agent Dan- 
forth and Captain Charles Parker, Ninth Cavalry, U. S. A., accom- 
panied office letter of that date, with a recommendation that they be 
referred to the War Department for its information and such action as 
might be deemed advisable. Both of these officers from a personal in- 
vestigation of the country were impressed with the importance of the 
establishment of a military i>ost at the point designated, which they 
allege would serve as a protection to the settlers, and to keep the Indians 
upon their reservations. It is proper also to add in this connection that 
the office is in receipt of numerous letters in addition to the petitions re- 
ferred to, complaining of depredations committed by Indians in Northern 
Colorado and the southern portion of Wyoming Territory, and there is 
no doubt of the necessity of military protection to the citizens of that 
section of the country. 

It is therefore respectfully suggested that the petitions be referred to 
the War Department for its information and such action as the case 
demands. 

Very respectfully, C. W. HOLCOMB, 

Acting Commissioner. 

The Hon. Secretary of the Interior. 



March. 13. 1878. 

Interior Department incloses copy of letter of 6th instant from the 
Indian Bureau, with copies of petitions of citizens of Eoutt and Carbon 
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Connties, Colorado, prayiDg the establishment of a military post on Bear 
Elver for their protection. 

[First indorsemeut.] 

Headquarters of the Army, 
Adjutant-General's Office, 

'Washington^ March 25, 1878. 

Official copy; respectfully referred to Lieutenant-Geueral P. H. Sheri- 
dan, commanding military division of the Missouri, for report. ^ 
By command of General Sherman. 

E. D. TOWNSEXD, 

Adjutant-General. 

[Second indorsement.] 

Headquarters Military Division of the Missouri, 

Chicago, March 27, 1878. 

Respectfully referred to the commanding general, Department of the 
Missouri, for remark. 
By command of Lieutenant-General Sheridan. 

M. V. SHERIDAN, 
Lieutenant' Colonel and A. JD. C. 

[Third indorsement.] 

Headquarters Department of the Missouri, 

Fort Leavemcorth. Kans.j March 30, 1878. 

Respectfully returned. 

I have already given my views fully as to the establishment of a post 
in the Ute country, and pending action upon them I have, as the Lieu- 
tenant-General is aware, made such disposition of the small force avail- 
able for the purpose as will best tend to the preservation of peace in 
that section. 

JNO. POPE, 
Breret Major- General, U. 8, A., Comtnanding. 



March 5, 1878. 

Interior Department incloses letter of 27th ultimo from the Indian 
Bureau, and accompanying papers, relative to the establishment of a 
military post on the Uncompaligre Kiver. near the Southern Ute reserva- 
tion. 

[First indorsement.] 

Headquarters of the Army, 

Washingon, I), C, March 13, 1878. 

Respectfully sent to General P. H. Sheridan, commanding Military 
Division of the Missouri, for consideration and report. 

W. T. SHEKMAI^, 

GeneraL 
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[Second indorsement.] 

Headquarters Military Division of the Missouri, 

Chicago, March 16, 1878. 

Eespectfully referred to the commandiog general, Department of the 
Missouri, for report. 
By command of Lieu tenant-General Sheridan. 

E. 0. DRUM, 
Assistant Adjutant- Oeneral. 

[Third indorsement.] 

Headquarters Department of the Missouri, 

Fort Leavemcorth, Kans.^ March 28, 1878. 

Eespectfully returned to the Assistant Adjutant-General, headquar 
ters Military Division of the Missouri. My letter of February 21, 1878 
seems to roe to cover the whole subject. 

JOHN POPE, 
Brevet Major-General U. S. -4.., Commanding. 



Headquarters Department op the Missouri, 

Fort Leaventcorth, Kans.j April 2, 1878. 

Sir: I have the honor to forward inclosed, as requested in your tele- 
gram of the Ist instant, copy of my letter of February 21, 1878, re- 
ferred to in my indorsement of March 28 on letter from Interior De- 
partment. 

The records of this office show that the letter was mailed, with in- 
closures, addressed to your office, on February 22, 1878. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN POPE, 
Brevet Major- General J U. 8. A,, Commanding, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters Military Division of the Missouri^ Chicago^ 111, 



Headquarters Department of the Missouri, 

Fort Leavenworth^ Kans., February 21, 1878. 

General: In reply to the indorsement of the General of the Army 
dated February 13, 1878, covering papers referred to the War Depart- 
ment by the Secretary of the Interior, I have the honor to return the 
papers referred to, with the following rei)ort and sketch : 

The Utes are distributed at three agencies, widely separated and with 
very difficult coranmnications with each other, or with any accessible 
points near the railroad. The location of these agencies is shown in 
maps forwarded from hereon the 2d and on the 11th instant. The in- 
closed sketch shows with accuracy the immediate region to which the 
inclosed pai)ers refer. 

From Fort Garland to the Indian agency in question is a distance of 
two hundred and eight miles, part of which is over mountaiu ranges, 
very rough and difficult. A post at that agency would no doubt effect 
the specific purpose set forth in the letter of the Commissioner of In- 
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dian Affairs, bat its nsefalness would be restricted to that reservation 
alone. 

The small military force available now, anywhere, makes it impracti- 
cable, with the forces assigned to this department, to establish more 
than one post in Southwestern Colorado; and to make the post effective 
the Ute reservations ought to be consolidated into one, to be located in 
some agricultural valley easily accessible from Garland. I believe that 
tbeir con.soli(lation ought to be made at once. In my annual report and 
since I have urged the action without assuming to indicate the location 
of the consolidated agency. I now recommend, as things seem to be ap- 
proaching a crisis in that section, that the valley of the West Fork of 
the Chaune Kiver be taken for the purpose. 

The Chanue j^*^ into the Kio Grande from the west, below the mouth 
of the Conjos River, and is shown on the map forwarded to division 
headquarters several weeks since, in connection with the reports of ex- 
plorations 1)3' Lieutenants Kuffner and McGauley. 

It has a large area of cultivable land, is well protected by mountain 
ranges, north and west, is a fine grazing region, well watered, and with 
much game. It is also a desirable place from the fact that few, if any, 
ranchmen have yet intruded upon it. To the west of it, over a gentle 
divide, is reached the valley of the Norejo, the choice of the Southern 
Utes of all the rivers and streams of the lower San Juan, a magnificent 
region, abounding in game. 

In my opinion, the consolidation of all the Utes on one reservation, 
located in these valleys, is extremely desirable, and in the present or 
pros|)ective condition of the military forces it is a necessity to the pro- 
tection of both whites and Indians. 

With the great emigration to Southwestern (Colorado, the relations 
between the whites and the Indians at all three of the Ute Agencies are 
becoming more and more critical every day, whilst the agencies are so 
widely separated and so diflQcult of access from each other that it is 
wholly impracticable with the insufficient military force at our disposal 
to give anything like effective protection. 

The papers referred here from Washington and the reports received 
direct all indicate the greatest uneasiness on all sides, both from whites 
and Indians, and papers setting forth the apprehensions of each side 
are received here from the same sources. 

I have ordered the concentration of four comj)anies of the Ninth Cav- 
alry at Garland immediately to make an expedition into that region 
as soon as they can cross ihe mountains, and to visit each of the Ute 
Agencies and do what can be done to keep the peace by using to the 
full extent the very limited authority possessed by the army over In- 
dian affairs. 

Ko post can be established in that region for the present; first, be- 
cause it has not been authorized and appropriated for by Congress ; and, 
second, because no one post will fnlfiil the necessary conditions of pro 
tection whilst the Indian reservations are so widely separated. 

The point recommended for the location of a consolidated UteAgency 
is easily reached from the end of the railroad at Fort Garland, and will 
become more and more accessible as the road pi ogresses. It is admira- 
bly fitted for a military post, which being established there, and the Ute 
Reservations consolidated at the same place, all further troubles between 
whites and Indians of a serious character would be practically at an end. 

The great bulk of the emigration to Southwestern Colorado tends 
north of this proposed site, and the emigrants and settlers woqjd be out 
of the way of intruding or being intruded upon. 
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In the meantime tlie companies of cavalry above referred to will 
pat in motion for the different agencies and distarbed sections with th^ 
last practicable delay. 

It is proper to state, in tbis connection, that the company of the NintfciM 
Cavalry stationed at Fort Garland, the only cavalry in that section o 
the country, is now en route to the late Jicarilla Reservation, in the lowei 
San Juan, to vsettle, if possible^ difficulties of the same kind there, an 
there is, therefore, no force immediately available for the Uncompahgr ^ 
Agency. 

I am, general, very respectfully, vour obedient servant, 

JNO. POPE, 
Brevet Major General United States Army, Commanding, 

General E, D. Townsend, 

Adjutant General U, JS. A, 
(Through headquarters Military Division of the Missouri.) 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters Military Division of Missouri, 

Chicago, April 5, 1878. 

Kespectfnlly forwarded to tho adjutant-general of the army. J full jy 
concur with General Pope in the desirability of consolidating the Ut« 
Indians, aiid in the valley described by him, which is v*ery suitable for 
that purpose and for a military post. But after a-n experit^nce of twen- 
ty-two years With Indians I have never known the removal and con- 
solidation of Indians to be made, if they had any strength at all, 
without being preceded by hostilities, which resulted in their being put 
on reservations by the troops. The Indians are a primitive people, 
deeply attached to their homes, and it is more than probable that any 
attempt to consolidate the Utes, will result in trouble, unless we could 
muster sufficient troops to overawe them. We have not half the number 
of troops the service requires ; therefore, I am afraid, to accomplish their 
removal and consolidation, we must accept war. There are on the three 
reservations now in Colorado 9,626 Utes; in New Mexico, 1,540; in 
Utah, 4,840 ; in Nevada, 2,000; in Wyoming, 4,000: total 22,006. I do 
not know if it i« intended to put all these Indians on this reservation or 
not. Probablv, it is only to put those in Colorado and New Mexico, 
11,160 Indians. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Lieutenant- General Commanding. 



White River Agency, Colorado, 

December 23, 1878. 

Sir : Fully half the Indians belonging to this agency have been absent 
at least two months. A part of these are hunting, the rest are oft* the 
reservation, and some have gone north ct the railroad into the Sweet 
Water country hunting buffalo. I advised the commandant at Fort 
Steele of their coming, and requested that *' Washington" be arrested, 
but I have no response. I sent to those on Snake River to return. Only 
a few have done so. The other portion are in Powell Valley. They come 
hither once a week for sn})plies, and immediately return. 

Four families, and with them Douglas, are living near the agency. 
Those who are away are not likely to return till next summer. I think 
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ftll the Maaches are at Powell or oat hnatiug. CTDtil I cau made proper 
ifflprovementfi, and where the IndiaDS can be comfortable, I do not see 
tbat things will be different, 
Bespectfnlly yours, 

N. C. MEEKEE, 

Indian Agent, 
Hod. E. a. Hayt, 

Commissioner Indian Affairs^ Washington, D. C. 



United States Indian Service, 
White River Agency, Colo.^ December 9, 1878. 

Sir: I bad yours of October 12, '78, C. Colorado, M. 1816, 78, 
aud November 12, 78, C. Colorado, 1930, '78, refusing to suspend the 
law in re^rard to sale of ammunition to Indians in favor of some trader 
at this agency. I have to report the need for a store at this agency is 
^eat, but that no one will undertake to have one, for the reason that 
there are four stores on the northern border of the reservation which 
do sell ammunition, viz : Charles Perkins, on Snake River, 90 miles dis- 
tant, with heavy stocks of goods; Mr. Lith*2:ow, on Bear, 45 miles dis- 
tant; Mr. Peck, on Bear, about the same distance, aud T lylor & Perkins, 
on Mill Creek, 29 miles just over the line. As a consequence the Indi- 
ans all go to those stores to sell buckskin and expend what money they- 
can get hold of, so that with the trade of the few settlers, almost all 
stock men and not engaged in farming, these establishments are doing 
a thriving business. 1 have been told on pretty good authority, though 
I do not know it to be true, that some of these stores buy Indian 
blankets, &c. I heard of their buying suits of coats, pants, and vests 
for three. I am told, too, that the Indians sell tiour and clothing to 
the settlers, but probably in no great amount. Sometimes, though not 
often, an Indian sells a horse, and then he has mone>. Thus it is that 
with abundant supplies at this agency about half the Indians are oft* 
their reservation, but I am satisfied they would not do so if we could 
have a store. This it seems we cannot have while these outside stores 
are permitted to sell ammunition, though the keepers know, for T have 
told them, they are violating the law. I wish some steps could be taken 
to suppress the sale of ammunition, so that we could have a store. 1 
do not suppose I can exercise any autliority outside the reservation. 
This condition of aftairs leads to continued demoralization of the Indians, 
for, first, the traders tell them they ought to hunt and not work, and, 
second, the Indians iuterfere with the cattle of stock men by keeping 
their horses on their ranche, eating wha*" they call their ^rass. One 
complaint from George Boggs, a heavy stouk man, was so serious, inclu- 
ding the stampeding of cattle, that I have sent Henry James, Indian 
interpreter, to order the Indians back to their reservation. But you 
mast see that the traders will use their intluence to keep the Indians on 
those rivers that they may have their trade, and there is but little i)ros- 
pecc of their coming back, i)erhaps not till midsummer. The remainder 
of the Indians, mostly subject to Douglas, the chief, are in Powell Val- 
ley, or on their own mountains huuting. Still they are obliged to make 
journeys, which are always short, to those stores to trade. 

This seems to be a vexatious question, because to supi)ress the sale of 
ammunition is to forbid the Indians from pursuing the only industry 
they cau now engage in, and even this would be the case it those out- 
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side stores were shut up and <a store open here not selling auimanitio:a 
This letter is to explain why so luauy Indians are off the reservation. 
EespectfuUy, 

N. 0. MEEKER, 

Indian Ageiit 
Hon. E, A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. 0. 

Note, In another letter of even date herewith I wrote yon concern 
ing the issue of a hirge quantity of bar lead recently received. 

N. G. M. 



C, Colorado, E. 110, M. 156, M. 2,453. 

Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

Washington, Fehriuirij 12, 1871^ • 

Sir : I am in receipt of your letters of December 9 and of the (> t:h 
and 13th ultimo, respectively, having reference to Indians of your 
agency who leave the reservation to supply themselves with ammuni- 
tion and for other purposes, and, in reply to your recommendation tLiat 
measures be taken to empower the agent to supply them with the same 
in limited quantities or appoint a trader to do it, have to state that it iiJ 
not the policy of the office to encourage the Indians to eiigage in these 
hunting expeditions, but to use all legitimate means to induce them to 
abandon the hunt and engage in agricultural pursuits for a living. 
There is no evidence in your communications referred to that they are 
driven to the necessity of hunting for game to supply their wants, aud 
stringent measures should be adopted to prevent them from going be- 
yond the limits of the reservation for any puriiose except as provided 
in the circular letter of December 23d, ultimo. * 
Very re8[)ectfully, 

E. A. HAYT, 

Commissioner^ 

^. C. Meeker, Esq., 

United States Agent, White River Agency, 

Colorado^ via Bawlitigs, Wi/o, 



(Circular C.) 



Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

December 23, 1878. 

Sir: Manycomplaintshavingfrom time to time reached this officeof the 
absence from their reservation of various bands of Indians, it is deemed 
necessary thit the instructions embraced in circular letter to superin- 
tendents and agents, issued under date of December 17, 1874, forbidding 
the exercise of such roaming pro[)ensities on the part of Indians, 
should be repeated, with certain nioditlcations. 

You are instructed to notify the Indians under your supervision that 
they must confine their movements wholly within the limits of their 
respective reservations 5 that under no pretext must they leave same- 
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withoat a special permit io writing from the agent, approved by this 
office, and no snch permit will be granted except it sbali be made to ap- 
pear to the satisfaction of the agent and the office that the issuance of 
the same will injure to the beiietit of the applicant or applicants, and will 
in no event be likely to prove disadvantageous to the Indian service. 

The interchange of visits between dift'ererit parties or bands of In- 
diana residing on reservations widely separated from each otber is very 
objectionable, especially in cases where the route of travel from one 
reserve to the other necessitates frequent contact with white settlements 
or mining districts. 

Whenever it shall be deemed either necessary or judicious to grant 
to Indians a> peruiit of the character above mentioneil, au escort of 
police should accompany them. 

You will endeavor by ever>' means in your power to impress u[)on 
the minds of your Indians the urgent necessity existing for a strict 
compliance with these instructions, and warm them that, without this 
protection, they are liable to be looked upon atid treated as hostile In- 
dians, subject to arrest and punishment. 
Very respectfully, 

E. A. HAYT, 

Coninmsioner. 



White Eiver Agency, Colo., 

December 23, 1878. 

^Received from Hon. H. M. Teller, January 14, 1870.) 

Dear Sir: I arrived here last May to take charge of these White 
River Utes, as you may remember, and seeing how unsuitable is the 
location of the agency, by reason of its great elevation, an<l entire lack 
of land that can be tilled within several nfiles, I made application to 
have the location changed, which was granted, and a selection was made 
in Powell Valley, fifteen miles below. This valley comprises not less 
than 3,500 acres of excellent laud, with cottoiiwood along the river, 
abundance of cedar on all the mountains, aad about two months ago I 
discovered coal at the head of the valley, which, on. further investiga- 
tion, extends at least ten miles, in veins from six to ten feet thick, and 
often three to five of these veins above each other, all having a surface 
outcrop, and remarkably accessible. The stock-range on every hand 
is good, and I judge that it is sutticient for 10,000 head of cattle, which 
can live well tlie year round on the grass alone. 

The valley was divided into four parts by streets running straight, one 
street through the length of the valley being seven miles long, and where 
the other street crosses the agency buildings are to be erected. As a pre- 
liminary, four or five log structures have been built for the use of the 
employes, for stabling and blacksmith shop, and a 40-acre field has been 
plowed on which wheat is to be sown next spring, while it is intended 
to plow at least one hundred acres more for the growing of corn, pota- 
toes, pease, and vegetables next season, A grist-mill is to be built next 
year, and I think that in year after next, all the food required by these 
Indians will be grown here. 

At first the Indians were decidedly opposed to the occupancy of Powell 
Valley for the agency, because they had always used it for their winter 
encampment, particularly for pasturing their horses, since snow seldom 
hes there more than a few days, while here it lies for five months, and 
they were perfectly willing to come up. to this location once a week to 
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draw rations, when tbey would immediately retam. Their only idea of 
an agency is that it sliall be a place where they get sappliea, aince no 
crops ha<l ever been grown here, and only a sprinkle of vegetablee, 
watered from pails, and they had only a vague idea what it is to engage 
in farming; in short, they protested against any change. Vat thatim* 
portant work of furnishing a water supply was undertaken by having the 
irrigating ditch surveyed, for which (JongreHS made an appropriation, 
and then everything stopped because the Indians were oppoised to mo?* 
ing the agency, and some of them threatened, while they generally de* 
dared they would not live there, and not one of them would bare 
anything to do with farming, because Indians were never made to work, 
but white men were. All they wanted was their regular supply ot ra* 
tions and annuity goodH. In consequence, at least two months' most 
valual)le time was loNt. 

Meanwhile, I could only study the situation, and try to come to a de- 
eided resolution. A great embarraHsment arose from the necessity for 
getting the Indians to constant to the expenditure of the $3,000, appro- 
priated for building the irrigating ditch, and I wrote fully to the Com- 
missioner that their ol)j<'Ction was to the removal atalK not totheditcb, 
for even they knew, ignorant as they were, that it' the removal was to be 
made, it waH lor ilie purpose of having farming land, and in this Ciute, 
the water supply ot the ditch would follow as a matter of course, and as 
much so as a well lor getting drinking water. 

Further, these Indians are divided into two parties, Douglas, the chief 
of all, and Jack, an aspirant to his place, ho that it' one side consents to 
any measure the other Hide is Huie to oppose; therefore, to get the cou- 
sent of the whole to any measure, particularly a government one, whh 
entirely out of the (luestion, an<I to propose a goviMUinent measure is to 
press llie government between them, so tiiat to ask that Miey shall agree 
upon a policy or measure is^Just as absurd as to ask that the Democrattt 
and Republicans shall in like manner agree, I'or government is run, when 
it runs at all, by the party in power, and cannot t)e blocked by the party 
out of power. Apparently, in res))onse to such a statement of the ca.se, 
the Commissioner sent me i*<l,000 lor the eo!istruction ot the irrigating 
ditch. 

By this I was encouraged, for 1 supposed, of course, the Commissioner 
waived the obtaining of the lu<lians'<;onsent, since the i;;('n(ry was to l)e 
moved whether or no, and water uwi^t be had, and aceordingly 1 told 
Douglas and other lea<lers that the Commissioner would get a ^Mieap 
jna<l, by and by," and they had bett(»r not obJeeA to moving to I*owell 
Valley. Then lliey snrn*ndered and agreed we might move. Upon 
this, I ma<le agreement' with Mr. Lithgow, on Hear River, to execute 
the tirst' li,0()0 let't' on the> line of the ditch, through a cottonwood forest, 
and requiring the most resolute work to grub out. the l)ig trees and elean 
out a perle<;t jungle of willow thicket, and he eame on with teams and 
went ahead. 

About this tiuut (Curtis (;auH^ to the agency, having been employed hy 
the Ute commissioners at Los Pinos, and seeing the state of alt'airs, lie 
proposed 1o employ a Imnd of Indians to dig the remainder of the ditch. 
Of course I agreed to this at once, for it would follow that if they should 
work themselves, their '*(Jonsent'** to the expenditure of the $3,000 
was obtained, and as much so as when a man marries a woman, tbey 
consent. Hut we had no small Job before us, for, when J)ouglas and 
his band ]>roposed to work. Jack and his party opposed, and Douglat) 
drew off; and so two or three weeks were spent. Jack's position was 

*I would caU your especial uttciitioii to anoth«ir letter horewith on this subject. 
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this, that Indians ought not to work, that it was the white man's busi- 
ness, and that they should dig the ditch. In this dilemma I sent for 
Jack's right-hand man, Somesick, and told him that this opposition to 
the rest of the Indians working must stop or I would write to the Com- 
missioner and tell him about him. Upon this Somesick said they might 
go to work, and Jack coming around, he agreed also. Thereupon Doug- 
las and his band went to work under Curtis, who is an old hand at 
digging ditches, the contract being this, that Curtis wna to have 25 cents 
a yard and the Indians $15 a mouth and double rations. Curtis made 
a machine by which there was a vast savinj? of labor, when the cut is 
only a foot or so, and he ate, and slept, and lived with the Indians, and 
worked early and late. Twenty five Indians were at work fully a mouth, 
when freezing weather came and stopped all operations for this year, 
and they worked in a most faithful manner. They completed over 5,000 
feet, most of the way about a foot deep, and the remainder from three 
to five feet deep, and I venture to say that the same number of average 
white men would not have done better. The Indians' work came to 
$303, which was paid them in cash, and Curtis to about $200, from 
which should be deducted $20 or $30 which he paid for dried fruit and 
other things iu his own money. I think the Indians were fully paid and 
Curtis did not have too much ; indeed, I feel as if I could have been 
willing to pay him $100 out of my own little salary to secure such a 
great success. The ditch, so far finished, will water at least 1,000 acres, 
all we shall want in two years. The result of all this is that as many 
Indians want to go to farming next year, and to have farm implements 
and houses as I can possibly provide for ; in fact, while working on the 
ditch all the tools that could be got together were in use, and more 
wonld have worked if I had tools. I am absolutely embarrassed by 
their needs, for they want wagons and plows, and harness, and corrals, 
and seed of all kinds, so that it seems to me there is no kind of ques- 
tion but what they will work, and be glad to, for they believe they will 
have something and be better off. It is true these workers belong to a 
party, and fortunately to the *' administration," and they take pride in 
being conquerors, and particularly so because they are on the side of 
the government, but I have no doubt but tlie other side will, in a year 
or so, come over, and then some other subject will be found to quarrel 
about. 

Fortunately, the work be<(un and laid out in the ne.v location is in 
the right direction, and when things come together ai»Teeably to the 
original plan, they will fit without confusion or loss, though minor 
things must be excepted always, so that we seem to iiave no obstacles 
except such as present themselves to daily work and duties, and are in- 
herent in the nature of things. If the department will sustain me, as 
they seem willing to do, I think I shall get along well. 

Naturally I cannot but imagine what would be the result if I should 
retire and Army rule should come in. I think of a West Point officer 
taking charge of these Indians. He has a good knowledge of mathe- 
matics and general accounts ; he has read some history and many nov- 
els ; he is a judge of good wine, or thinks he is, and he is honorable, 
honest, and what is called a perfect gentleman. But he has a few de- 
ficiencies; he knows nothing of farming, and, like all the rest of the 
Army, he has a profound conviction that this great interior is wholly un- 
fitted for growing crops, for wherever he has been located in Montana, 
Idaho, Arizona, Colorado, or New Mexico, none of the officers or men 
have ever raised their vegetables. He says it cannot be done ; he has 
no knowledge of the primary wants of families, as they progress fccwsa. 
S. Ex. 31 9 
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one state to another — no idea of what is needed in the hoasehold to 
lessen women's labor, to command the obedience of children. He has 
not the remotest notion of the township or neighborhood organization 
by which schools, roads, and fences are established or regulated ; and 
finally, he knows little or nothing of what constitates a day's work at 
rural industry — how much a man should do, or how he should do it ; 
nothing as to how much seed is sown to an acre of any kind of grain, 
nor when it is to be sown or reaped ; nothing of hot-beds nor of small- 
fruit culture, and simply because such things are not in his line 5 nor 
does he pretend that they are. Possibly there may be some subordi- 
nate or private who understands such matters, or thinks or says he 
does ; but if such is the case, he will not be likely to have enlisted, 
because, with such qualities as would enable him to direct the Indians, 
undoubtedly the most difQcult job a man can undertake, he would find 
it far more profitable to work on his own account. 

I think it is true that at every military post is a sutler's store, and 
that there liquor is sold. I think it is true that more than half of all 
soldiers drink when they can, and true because they have enlisted from 
a class that drink ; so that the proposition to turn the Indians over to 
the Army amounts to this : That men who do not practice industry, or 
who have avoided it, are expected to make others love it ; that intem- 
perate, unchaste, and dissolute men are to inculcate temperance, chas 
tity, and morality to those who are like themselves 5 that they are to 
learn others to make homes and to establish the domestic hearth, when 
they have none of their own, and to educate families in economy, clean- 
liness, household arts and household industries, while they have no fam- 
ilies and no households ; nor could they have had in the uncertainty as 
to their abiding places. In short, it seems required that the soldiers 
shall exercise all the qualities of experts in whatever relates to the civ- 
ilized and social state, except in the solitary branch which they under- 
stand ; as if, when one wants his watch repaired, he will go to a shoe- 
maker, or his piano tuned, he will go to a lawyer. There is not a single 
factory nor business establishment in the land which can run for a sin- 
gle week unless with operatives who understand their work ; and no 
business man who understands his own interest, but will instantly dis- 
charge an emplo.y6 who gets drunk, because he knows that such a man 
is a damage to him every hour. 

Another thing I think of when I consider this subject, which is, the 
Indians fear soldiers and are prejudiced against them more than one can 
be told, and I judge, so far as I can learn, that they are afraid their 
women will be led astray. Even if the soldiers were every way compe- 
tent to civilize the Indians I think this prejudice will stand in the way 
for years, and if the plan so proposed shall be carried out I certainly ex- 
pect outbreaks on the part of the Indians — even among these peaceable 
Utes — while I am certain there could be no progress in farming nor edu- 
cation. 

Now, note, I am only speaking from my knowledge and experience, 
and labor and success with the White River Indians, and I say it would 
be a cruel and unwise thing to bring soldiers here and break up what 
seems so happily begun. Of the wild Indians of the Upper Missouri I 
have nothing to say, except that whenever a tribe of Indians anywhere 
cannot by some means or another be brought into subjection I tbink the 
taste of military rule for a few years would do them good, and I think 
all the Indian tribes had better be making up their minds pretty quick 
whether they are going to work or whether they propose to continue to 
be paupers. When I get round to it in a year or so, if I stay as long, I 
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shall propose to cut every Indian down to bare starvation point if he 
will not work. The ^^ getting around to it " means to have plenty of tilled 
ground, plenty of work to do, and to have labor organized, so that who- 
ever will shall be able to earn his bread. 
Very truly, yours, 

N. 0. MEEKER. 
Hon. H. M. Teller, U. S. 8., 

Washington^ D. C. 

P. S. — To answer more specifically as to what I want for the Iltes, I 
bave to say that the Commissioner granted $3,000 last summer for quite 
a namber of objects, and I am enabled to buy wbat I want, or if I ask 
for things not provided for I most always get them. I am about to or- 
der some two dozen one-horse plows and harness, since a great many 
Indians want to go to work. But there are a good many things they 
want or will just as soon as they get in houses, such as chairs, crockery, 
lookiDg-glasses, and, in particular, stoves, of which we shall want a 
dozen next season, but I don't know as they can be had. Quite a num- 
ber want wagons also. I have proposed to the Commissioner that I be 
authorized to take horses for wagons and stoves, and talked with the 
Indians about swapping for such things, but they don't like the idea 
very well. It seems to me it would be a good plan to fit up two or three 
Indian families, the most deserving, with such things in order that the 
rest may see how such things go. I have been ordered to establish a 
police force among the Indians but I don't see how I can when so few 
stay in one place, being here to-day and gone tomorrow, and I see no 
hope till I can get families into houses, and stay in them. I have a 
pretty poor opinion of log-houses because they never can be made to 
look anyhow and they are as cold as barns, freezing through and through, 
80 there is not much to choose between them and the wickiups. Be- 
sides, they are costly to build, the logs being crooked and heavy. I can 
bnild adobe houses full as cheap, and putting on a rough outside coat 
of lime mortar, by driving in six-penny nails to clinch and make perfectly 
neat houses, and which will be warm in winter and cool in summer, for 
I know how to do it. The Indians will make such brick, but they can- 
not chop nor do heavy work ; it is out of the question. The most hope- 
fal thing is that there are several families complaining bitterly of cold, 
and they want houses. 1 shall build one log-house right away for one 
who has three cows and two wives. 

N. C. M. 



WniTE River Agency, Colorado, 

January 6, 1879. 

Sir : It is reported to me that the relations between some of our In- 
dians and certain white men on Snake Eiver, at and around Perkins's 
store, are disgraceful, and so leading to great demoralization. For I am 
told that there are several Indian women who sleep at night with white 
men; that one of the Indian men is a procurer, getting what may be 
called a ^'commission" in this business; and that one of the Indian 
women is already in the family way. I sent a messenger sometime ago, 
to have the Indians return to their reservation, but they failed to do so, 
while others have gone north of the railroad hunting, though I requested 
the commandant at Fort Steele to arrest them; in short, though I have 
abundant supplies, fully half are off the reservation. 
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I know that as there is no store here, nor can be any so long as the 
sale of ammanitiou is forbidden here and allowed on Snake or Bear 
Eivers, the Indians, in apparent necessity, will go thither to trade ; bnt, 
inasmuch as these storekeepers are subject to no kind of regulation, the 
inducements are increased to keep the Indians away from home, and 
thus are they made more and more unfitted to enter upon steps toward 
civilization. 

What is to be done further on my part I do not know ; but it seems 
to me that Mr. Wilcox, the United States marshal at Denver, would be 
the proper authority to regulate these stores, not only in regard to the 
selling of ammunition, but also in regard to purchasing of the Indians 
various kinds of annuity goods, of which I am told abundant proof 
can be found in the goods offered for sale and lying on the shelves. 
Eespectfully, yours, 

K 0. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent. 

Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner Indian Affairs^ Waslixngton^ D. C. 



White Riyee Agency, Coloeado, 

January 13, 1879. 

SiE : I have received your circular December 23, 1878, in regard to 
the absence of Indians from their reservation, and I have to say that 
you must have under advisement several letters of mine, giving you 
full accounts of the reasons why these Indians are absent, the most 
particular reason being the absence of a store where the Indians can 
buy ammunition, since they get all they want off the reservation. The 
most satisfactory solution of this difiQculty, as I have hitherto stated, 
would lie in making government issues of ammunition through the 
agent ; and then there could be a trading-post here, and there would be 
no excuse for the Indians to leave home ^ and I am waiting a response 
to my letters above referred to. 
Respectfully, yours, 

K. G. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent. 

Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner Indian Affairs^ Washington^ 1>. O. 



White River Agency, Coloeado, 

January 6, 1879. 

SiE: In this monthly report, and it may be considered quarterly also, 
I have to say that the employes have been divided into three groups ; 
twQ men having been steadily engaged in the pinery twenty miles above 
this agency, two men are detailed at the agency, to attend to the neces- 
sary work and business of weekly issue, and in addition is the teacher 
and physician, while six men are most of the time at Powell Valley, the 
new agency location. They occupy a good-sized, comfortable loghonse 
they have built for cooking and sleeping quarters ; and a blacksmith 
shop of logs, hauled from this place, has been erected and put into as 
comfortable and effective condition as possible. Another house has 
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also been removed, intended for my own use, but stormy and bad 
weather has prevented completion. The batehering of the cattle is 
now done in that valley, saving the Indians and employ6s a long weekly 
journey, and I know of no reason why butchering should not always be 
done there, though a corral will be required. 

Once a week a team c^raes up to the agency, bringing a load of coal 
and taking back lumber or some articles needing to be moved. We are 
now burning coal, except in one fire-place, causing a great saving of time 
and labor in chopping wood, and adding greatly to the comfort of the 
house. 

A house is in the process of erection in Powell Valley, for an Indian, 
named Johnson, who has two wives, and who is so civilized as to want 
many things. This house is located with a view to making an addition, 
and upon a street to be devoted to other Indian houses, each with proper 
allotments of land. 

All the houses are located so as to be permanent, and with the inten- 
tion to have shingle roofs, boarded sides, and plastered walls — that is, it 
has been the object all along, in doing any work of this or of any kind, to 
have it part of a complete whole, and to avoid expenditures for tempo- 
rary purposes. 

The teacher has now three pupils, two boys and one girl, who are cared 
for as much as if they were her own children ; cooking, washing, mending, 
and the making of their clothes being all done for them. The girl in par- 
ticular is clothed well; perhaps this seems so because she takes most 
care of herself, and the general style and cut of her garment is similar 
to that of a girl of a good family living in a city. A great change has 
taken place in these children ; they are learning to read, write, and 
reckon with fair success, and their manners at the table are decidedly 
good, while they are rapidly learning English, though they speak it 
with diffidence, especially before their kin and strangers. Ou Christmas 
eve their stockings were hung up, and in them, next morning, were found 
the well-known assorturent of gifts ; and now, neatly dressed and well 
behaved, the contrast is marked from the day when they came without 
a shirt. 

Little can be said in regard to the health of the Indians, because the 
great body of them, in fact all but four families, are either in Powell 
Valley or oft* their reservation on Bear and Snake Eivers, but I hear of 
no deaths. The number of cases treated has consequently been small. 

The two employes engaged at the lumber camp will, by the close of 
this week, have cut about 400 pine logs, from 20 inches to 3 feet in 
diameter. This will make, when sawed, about 80,000 feet first-class 
lumber, and if we succeed in making a successful drive to Powell, next 
June, we shall have accomplished much. The location of this pinery is 
elevated ; the snow is on the side hills, where they are chopping, knee- 
deep, and though snow falls almost every day the mercury has been but 
once 2o below zero. That is an almost unknown region, and it was a sur- 
prise to learn from those employes that, only a few miles beyond where 
they are working, they found vast forests of pine easily accessible. The 
mercury here, at the agency, is often 10^ below zero ; in Powell Valley, 
seldom below. The snow here is about one foot deep. 

The cattle belongiLg to this agency are almost wholly on the ranges 
below, 300 being in Powell Valley, and they are all doing well. The 
beef killed is fat, and from 4 to 5 head a week are slaughtered. I wi$h 
to say here, in particular, that if, at any time, you should desire to make 
a special investment with the funds belonging to these Utes, that none 
can be sounder than to purchase a car-load of bulls and heifers, each of 
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good shorthorn blood to keep up the grade, and to increase it, for at 
present, as. is inevitable, it is degenerating — since the predominating 
blood is Texan. 

Eespectfully, 

N. C. MEEKER, 
♦ Indian Agent 

Hon. p]. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C. 



White River Agency, Colorado, 

January 27, 1879. 

Sir: I am iufoi^med that Washington, who is supposed to know who 
murdered McLane, is in Denver. You directed me to request the com- 
mandant at Fort Steele to arrest him, and I made the request, but he 
was not arrested, although I understand he crossed the railroad. Prass 
is with Washington, and he is known to have been present when Mr. 
Elliot was murdered in Middle Park last summer, and I believe Wash- 
ington was with him, I presume that the small band of Denver Indians, 
of whose character I have several times advised you, are also in Den- 
ver, or soon will be, their chief means of support being the stealing of 
horses and the taking up of estra\ s. So little are they subject to any 
kind of authority, that when seen in the streets of that city with a 
stolen horse nobody will make an arrest. Mr. Oarmichael, superin- 
tendent Denver Pacific, paid $25 to them to get his own horse. The 
Stock Growers' Association of Colorado has appointed a committee on 
this matter, A notice appears in the Denver Democrat, from a settler 
in Middle Park, that if any of these Indians appear in the Park they 
will be shot on sight. 
Respectfully, 

K C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent. 

Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C, 



monthly report. 

White River Agency, Colorado, 

February 3, 1879. 

Sir: The last raontli has been snowy, and much work was performed 
with difficulty. Only two male employes are at the agency ; the rest, 
eight, are in Powell Valley. Something is done, when the weather permits, 
towards increasing dwelling accommodations. The principal work is 
directed to getting out fencing materials. The line of fence is to be 
over three miles long, and it will inclose about 400 acres; which, of 
course, is more than we can plow this year, but it was seen to be more 
economical to inclose this plat at once instead of adding to the fence 
hereafter. As we have only enough wire for one string, we shall put 
on one heavy pole, and another string of wire can be put on hereafter. 
The posts are of cedar, to be set 8 feet apart, and I think such a fence 
will protect the crops next season, as there are neither sheep nor hogs 
on the range. 
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The blacksmith shop, having been removed to Powell, is in good con- 
dition, and considerable repairing of Indian gnns is done. 

The snow-fall is nuasnally heavy this year, and the cattle are so widely 
scattered that qnite a force of men is required to drive them in for 
batchering. The only feed above the snow is " rye grass,'' in bottoms 
and remote gnlches. The number of steers fit to kill is rapidly di- 
minishing, and I have cat down the nnmber reqaired to snpply weekly 
rations about two head, and there is not much grumbling. There is no 
lack of other supplies. 

Only four families are at the agency ; all the rest are at " Powell.'' 
A great many are sick with epidemic colds, souie severely, and one has 
dicHi. There has been more sickness the last month than in six or nine 
months previous. The white people suffer some, but not much. 

The teacher has three pupils who are under care night and day, every- 
thing being provided for them the same as if for her own children. 
They are orderly, obedient, and they make fair progress in learning^ 
manners, &c. The example will undoubtedly result iu such an increase 
of nambers as can be cared for when spring opens and a removal has 
been made below. 

As previously reported quite a number of Indians expect to go to farm- 
ing next season, and from the present outlook there will be more than 
can be provided with houses and implements, and especially with broken 
and inclosed ground. I have asked for many things needed to this' end, 
and I expect a favorable response soon. Perhaps I shall do well if only 
liberal garden-patches be put iu cultivation, with fair breadths of pota- 
toes, by these Indians. 

One Indian, named Johnson, has requested us to break a pair of his 

horses, as he wants to do teaming, and he wants harness and a wagon. 

The horses are nnder training, and I shall lend him wagon and harness. 

I have a full supply of seeds of grain and vegetables, and such garden 

plants as require a long season will be started early, in order that after 

frosty nights are gone plants of a good size may be set in the open 

ground, and of such I intend there shall be as full supplies as the In- 

dians may need. They would not be likely to make much progress in 

sowing small seeds, which when up require a practiced hand and eye. 

I think I can promise you that we shall raise a great abundance of all 

kinds of vegetables, which will diminish the demand for both groceries 

and meat. 

The adverse party of Indians are still off the reservation, as I have 
previously reported. Douglas, the chief, and all his band are here, and 
in a teachable and good-humored state of miud. 
Respectfully, yours, 

y. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent 

Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Intlian A fairs, Washington, 7). C. 



MONTHLY REPORT. 



White River Agency, Colorado, 

March 3, 1879. 

Sir: The first part of the last month was stormy and cold, and with 
^eep snow covering the whole country. During the latter part warmer 
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weather prevailed ; snow disappeared from most of the valleys, frost 
•came out of the grouad, and the roads settled ; upon which our wheat 
"was sown on ground plowed last fall, to the extent of our seed, viz, 
21 acres, and well harrowed in 5 a snow of six inches falling imme- 
diately after will insure rapid germination. Meanwhile all the avail- 
able force was engaged in digging post-holes, the previous part of the 
month having been devoted to cutting and hauling posts and poles. In 
this work of digging the services of live Indians have been secured, and 
I expect five more in addition hereafter. In connection, one of the In- 
dian women boards them in an Indian boarding-house, she being also 
an employ^, a condition necessary to establish, since with their ordinary 
irregular way of living they would not be able to do much work. Extra 
rations are furnished, and also dried fruit belonging to the school. Ow- 
ing to difficulties and distractions presently to be narrated, lam obliged 
to limit the ground to be inclosed to 80 acres, and perhaps 20 or 40 
more if the Indians will continue to work, but I think they will keep on, 
and so far they are faithful workers. They are for the most part young 
men, having few or no horses; the older and more wealthy disdain to 
work. Perhaps, after a time, they too will come to a different frame 
of mind. I am supported all the time by the head chief, Douglas, but 
his influence does not extend among the retainers of the chiefs who 
form the opposition faction. 

The practice of these Indians in keeping and holding horses on an ex- 
tensive scale is not only discouraging to farm industry, but is working 
most serious inconvenience, if not loss, to the cattle interest. I estimate 
that these bands of Utes must have 4,000 horses, and that at least 2,000 
are in Powell Valley, the new agency location, or vicinity ; for, although 
fully half the Indians are on Snake or Bear Elvers, they have many of 
their horses here, cared for by their friends. In addition, the Southern 
Utes coming to White Eiver brought perhaps 300 horses. Now, during 
all winter, these horses have occupied Powell Valley, and the narrow 
valleys above and below, for at least eight miles — exclusively monopo- 
lizing the range that hitherto has been used by our cattle — since there is 
fair feed in the brush and timber along the river. When the snow began to 
disappear the horses would be taken out from the river, and they covered 
all the sunny slopes and gulches, and now, at this writing, they occupy 
all the range within half a day's ride, except where they have eaten it 
out. 

As an inevitable consequence the cattle are forced back into the hills 
and mountains. Last fall I had several hundred head of cattle driven 
down to the valley, so as to be within reach of butchering, but, in less 
than a w^eek, they were forced out to the north by the horses ; and 
when we get cattle for butchering we go to a bunch among cedar hills, 
ten miles northeast, where there are no horses, as water is scarce, while 
the cattle eat snow. 

The circumference of the cattle range is thus made of such great ex- 
tent, and much of it extremely difficult of access, by reason of mount- 
ains and snows, that it is with great difficulty we now find suitable 
cattle for butchering. Beside the uncommonly large area covered with 
snow this winter has caused the cattle to scatter badly, since they seek 
small open places here and there, so that by the horses occupying all 
the warm, favorable ground, the cattle are forced to seek theit living 
where they can find it. 

So far, only one or two dead ones are reported, drowned in crossing 
the river. Two employes and several Indians have been out over the 
ranges for three weeks, more on the extreme frontiers than nearer by, 
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and one party has gone a long distance down the river, toward Utah, 
and thence to cross northward, to bring in all scattered lots, and to see 
if cattle thieves are taking advantage of this condition of affairs. 

The fact is, a conflict exists between the horses and cattle for the 
possession of the best part of the range. Similar conflicts have existed 
in all pastoral conntries, from the days of Lot and Abraham, and one 
or the other must give way. For the increase of the horses is now not 
less than 500 a year; that of the cattle about the same ; and it must be 
manifest to you, that it is utterly impossible for both to occupy the same 
range. Even if there were grass the cattle could not stay, because the 
Indians diligently herd their horses, and gather them together to water 
them at least twice each day, riding at full speed, which frightens the 
cattle, since, by similar pertormauces, they are rounded up for butcher- 
ing, and they seek other pastures far away. This condition has not 
hitherto existed, because the Indians have not wintered here for two 
years in like numbers; and then their horses were few in comparison. 
And now I have to say that, if the Indians are to be under no restraint 
nor regulations in regard to occupancy of range and increase of their 
horses, it will be impossible to hold the cattle on any of these ranges ; 
in fact, I do not see how, in a year or so, beef can be furnished the In- 
dians at all ; because if we move to a remote range, the Indians would 
follow to get the beef, and, wherever they go, they take their horses. 

The only practical plan is, to have a considerable region fenced, in 
which to hold cattle for butehering, while the main herd is kept at a 
distance. A suitable inclosure would cost about $1,500. On the range 
two or three herders would be required, and perhaps more, because 
cattle are gradually filling up the whole country, immense herds being 
already on the north and west of us, and more coming in, even from so 
far a region as Oregon ; and wherever there are many cattle there are 
thieves, who make it their business to run olf and butcher small lots, 
as opportunity offers. 

I have been talking to the Indians ever since I arrived, nearly a year, 
about their horses, telling them they must not keep so many, but it has 
no kind of eflfect. The Indian is wealthy, and he has standing precisely 
as he owns horses. When a wife dies from two to five horses will be 
shot and six to ten dogs, but none are ever or seldom sold, and the only 
real use to which they are put, aside from riding purposes, is to run 
races. Horse-racing, and consequently gambling, is the main pursuit 
for nine mouths in the year, and the Indian who has not a horse to run 
is nobody. 

Late in January a Ute named Johnson, always friendly with the agent, 
always wanting to be civilized and to have things, requested us to break 
a pair of horses for him. wanted a wagon, wanted to farm, and he must 
have a team to work. Accordingly, the men spent a good deal of time 
in breaking the horses, he riding around and soon learning to drive, and 
of course we kept the horses on hay, so that they would be in a condi- 
tion to work. Last week I discovered that he was in the habit of rac- 
ing these horses in the afternoon, and it was evident that his object had 
been to get them in good heart so that he could beat his brethren of the 
tarf, and I told him to take away his horses. However, I agreed he 
might have hay if he would haul it with his team from the old agency, 
but he refused. Thus the most serious pursuit of these Indians is horse- 
breeding and racing, and only these young men who have no horses 
will work. The conclusion is that this "horse business'' is not only a 
powerful obstacle to progress, but is a great damage to the cattle inter- 



138 UTE INDIANS IN COLORADO. 

est. It seems to me that tbey would rather give up the cattle than 
their horses. 

The great bulk of the cattle are up Clear Creek Valley 10 to 12 miles, 
where rye grass is plentiful and standing above the snow, and where 
are sunny slopes ; oft* toward the Grand many calves have come already. 
The health of the Indians has improved since warmer weather came, 
and only two deaths have occurred during the month. The health of 
the employ6s has been unusually good. 
Kespectfully, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent. 

Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, 1). C. 



White River Agency, Colorado, 

March 1)4, 1879. 

Sir : Jack, the chief of the absentee Utes, numbering perhaps 75 
lodges, came in from Bear River a few days ago, having been gone six: 
months, and he proposed to me to go to farming a little less than half 
way between this and Powell, and have a town of their own in opposi- 
tion to Douglas in Powell Valley. The location is pretty fair, and as 
the two factions cannot possibly live together, I agreed to it at once 
and offered every facility for their going to work. Whether they will 
do enough to raise a crop this year, as it is now late and fencing must 
be done, is doubtful, but Jack goes back to his camp to-day to talk with 
his retainers. For the present a ditch of quite limited capacity can be 
taken out, sufQcient for, say 40 acres, enough for a start. 

I think this measure will be carried out, and when it shall be all the 
disaffected will be consolidated under two industrial leaders, when the 
vexed problem of getting them all to work will be on the way to favor- 
able solution. 

Respectfully, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent. 

Hon. B. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs^ Washington, D, C, 



Monthly report. 



White River Agency, Colorado, 

May 5, 1879. 

Sir : The working force at this agency has been reduced during April 
by four men, who, as previously reported, have gone into business on 
their own account or returned to their farms. Three men are on their 
way hither to fill their vacancies. As a consequence, general spring 
work, and particularly preparing the ground for crops, has been delayed, 
and I find it impossible to perform all I had intended. A good deal of 
the work performed is in the nature of ''improvements" available for 
years to come, such as the building or completion of an extent of two 
miles of fence and the construction of an irrigating lateral a mile and 
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a half long, from the main canal down to the new agency location, which 
is five feet wide on the bottom and as straight as a line can be ran, 
showing how favorable the gronnd lies for irrigation. This lateral will 
water abont 300 acres of land, as mnch as we can pat in cnltivation in 
a year or so, the area this year being 80 to 100 acres. Other kind of 
work, bot mostly in the nature of improvements — that is, of getting 
ready — crowd almost every day, as of necessity they mast, where every- 
thing was recently new, and all things needful were to be provided. 
The Indians have required a great deal of time, and work is constantly 
broken off to superintend or assist them, so that continued order was 
oat of the qaestion. At the same time from 10 to 15 Indians have been 
quite regularly at work, and they have been of great help in forwarding 
common undertakings ; still they are uncertain, for generally about once 
in ten days something is the matter, all stop, but after a little they be- 
come reconciled and go to work ; but these strikes are less and less 
frequent. 

Several hours each day are devoted to dairy matters. Several of the 
Indian families early in the spring begged milk, which was refused, but 
they were told they could have cows of their own if they would milk. 
They said they would have cows, so cows were driven into the corral, 
with their calves, from the herd, and being wild, it was necessary to 
lariat them and haul them into a chute with a windlass, where, being 
tied to prevent kicking, they were milked — all of which requires courage, 
skill, and patience on the part of the employes deUiiled, and frequently 
they are badly bruised in the encounters with these fierce animals. The 
Indian women quickly learned to milk, and their men are also learning 
to break the cows. We have now seven Indian families which get milk 
this way, and several come as far as a mile and a half. But the Indians 
are having corrals built for themselves, and, as fortunately we cannot 
assist them much, they do their own work. On man on his motion cut 
poles and posts, and, being furnished with a wagon, he drew them, and 
then he did the rest of the work. There are now at least a dozen Indian 
families which want to be accommodated in like manner. 

We are now about to plant the Indians'* allotment of corn and vege- 
tables, and a great embarrassment arises from the fact that the demand 
is greater than the supply of prepared land ; hence I am forced to limit 
the areas of each, and lead them to hope for more next year. I surren- 
dered to them liO acres I had expected to plant to corn for the agency 
mnles, since land broken this spring cannot be cultivated by Indians, 
owing to the roads and the great difticulty in getting water over it. 
Even in skillful hands the yield will be unsatisfactory. 

A great obstacle is constantly presented in the idea the Indians have 
that white men can do anything, and at any time, for they have no idea 
of the amount of labor and time required to overcome natural obstacles 
on new land, and they grow impatient and wonder why more is not done. 
For instance, they want cabins; want to plant corn now; want me to 
••"hurrj-up, hurry up;'' everything must be done at once, to-day, and they 
see no prospect of the *'good time coming" they have heard so much 
aboat. There is no help for this, because they have no experience as 
a base on which explanation can rest, and they only persevere because 
they have faith, and hope that something will come at last. I think it 
is a good help to get them tied to cows, and the next thing is to get 
them tied to personal allotments of land, cabins, and a lot of ^^ trumpery." 

The adverse party of Indians with Jack have come, and they propose 
to go to farming 10 miles from Powell Valley, but it is too late to do 
more than make a small commencement this year. 
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The river is uow becoming impassable, and our butchering will be 
done, during high water, 12 miles from Powell, where all the operations 
herein mentioned are performed. The cattle are doing well. There are 
many calves, and the grass is good. The great crowd of Indian 
horses — perhaps 3,000 — keeps the cattle on remote ranges. 

Tbe health of the Indians is good. Supplies are in abundance ; bat 
there is an entire lack of vegetables. 

The school is in the same condition as previously reported — not satis- 
factory. This is now largely owing to deficiency in [)roper buildings 
and the residence of the Indians being in Powell, 18 miles away. It is 
hoped that during the present month the agent's family and the school 
will be moved, when organization can be effected. 

Eations for the week are issued still at the old location ; but no kind 
of industry is carried on here. 
Kespectfully, yours, 

X. C. MEEKER, 

Indiun Agent 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs^ Washington^ D. C. 



White River Agency, Colorado, 

April 28, 1879. 

Sir : Yours of 12th instant, " 0. Colo. C, 10, '79," inclosing affidavit 
in regard to loss of property of Mrs. N. J. Elliot by the Utes is received, 
and I note tbat you direct me to take " the action required by depart- 
ment rules upon this claim and report proceedings thereon as early as 
practicable." N'ow, in looking over what documents I possess, I find no 
directions, and nothing whatever like "department rules," and tliere- 
fore I know not how to proceed. Please forward the same that I may 
proceed. That the Utes killed Mrs. Elliot's husbaind is well known. 
That they took away some horses they confessed in council here when 
some settlers' horses were recovered. 
Eespectfully, j'ours, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent, 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs^ Washington, D. C. 



(C. Colorado, E. 10, '79.) 

Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

Wa^hingtOHy April 12, 1S79. 

Sir: Inclosed is a claim of Mrs. ^. J. Elliott, on account of a depre- 
dation alleged to have been committed by Ute Indians in the month of 
September, 1878, amounting to $450. 

You will take the action required by department rules upon this 
claim and report proceedings thereon as early as practicable. 
Very respectfully, 

E. J. BROOKS, 

Acting Commissioner, 
Mr. N. C. Meeker, 

United States Indian Agent, 

White River Agency, Colo,, via Raw I ins Station j TV. T. 
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White River Agency, Colorado, 

March 17, 1879. 

Sir: 1 am informed that some thirty White River Utes are aboat to 
start for the north, having heard of the fighting in the Upper Missouri 
country. Their object probably is to supply ammunition to the hostiles, 
and they get full supplies at the stores on the Snake and Bear Rivers. 
These belong to the adverse faction, wJio will not work, and, having no 
fixed homes nor interest, they can start off at any time. I have sent 
this information to the commandant at Fort Steele, and I have repeat- 
edly reported to you of the sale of ammunition at these stores, and 
also reported the same to the commandant at Fort Steele. 

!N0TE. — Something like a dozen Indians are honestly at work in build- 
ing and preparing land to plant, and I am doing all that possibly can 
be done to expedite such interests, which, on new land, does not show 
rapidly ; but we are making good progress. By another year, I hope 
the fruits of industry will be such as to keep all the Indians on the res- 
ervation. 

Respectfully, % 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairsy Washington^ D. G. 



White Rivee Agency, Colorado, 

May 12, 1879. 

Sir: Having notified the various trading establishments, dealing 
with my Utes, agreeably to your order, in Circular No. 29, March 27, 
1879, 1 have received a response from Charles Perkins, a copy of which 
I make herewith: 

Dixon, Wyo., May 6, 1879. 
N. C. Meeker, 

Indian Agent, White River, Colo. : 

Dear Sir : Yours of April 28, informiug me of iiulawfulness of Indian goods, received; 
vill say that other parties beside myself have been trading with them ; in fact, most 
every one that is in this country have been trading for their supplies, more or less. If 
yoQ have the authority to stop me in buying their goods when they are off their reser- 
vation, I think it would be no more than right to inform all the other parties of such 
order, and have it also published in the leading newspapers. I have not been aware 
that an Indian agent had authority outside the reservation, but I take notice of your 
letter and will try and post mysell accordingly^ I do not want to break the law, but 
at the same time the order, such as you say, ^' should '' be so enforced on all persons 
as well as myself. 

Yours, respectfully, 

CHAS. F. PERKINS. 

This letter shows the condition of affjiirs at stores 25, Taylor, Leghler, 
and Peck,(j5 and 110 (Perkins), miles distant; and I await your directions 
and orders. I think newspaper notice should be given in Carbon 
County News, Wyoming, and Denver Tribune and Central Eegister, 
Colorado. 

KespectfuUy, 

K C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent. 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs^ Washington, D, C. 
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White Bivbr Agency, Colorado, 

June 1, 1870. 

Sir : The work of tbe past month has been devoted, first, to putting 
in crops, largely by the Indians fqr their own nse, and of tliese Indians 
about fourteen have six acres of potatoes; on bottom land, they cleared 
oif brush ; and about as many have gardens within the npland field 
inclosure. A great many obstacles have been presented in the soddy 
nature of the ground, making the surface uneven, and requiring a great 
amount of labor, and besides the Indians were so ignorant, and yet so 
self-conceited, that I had great trouble in having seed properly planted, 
nor did I wholly succeed. However, they showed so much good will, 
and worked so faithfully, that there was much compensation. In ad- 
dition I have planted about 15 acres in corn, for feed for the mules, but 
at the best it can be only "sod corn,^ yielding no more than half a 
crop. Considering the dilUculties that always are presented on uew 
land, I think I have done as well in farming operations as could possi- 
bly be expected. 

Second. We have been moving, and we are moving some of the log- 
houses, to the new location, and 1 expect during this week to have tbe 
oflBce there. All this work brings much inconvenience, but we shall 
soon be in possession to commeiice establishing needed arrangements. 

The Indians are usually well. At present the greater part are oli on 
their summer hunt, and but few beside these engaged in farming re- 
main. 

The school remains unchanged. During this month I expect to have 
the school building erected in Powell Valley ; then undoubtedly there 
will be an increase of i)upil8. 1 leel that this is among the most im- 
portant of all our endeavors, and 1 iiope to lay the foundation for wide 
usefulness. 

Our irrigating canal works admirably, and all the details are com- 
plete. It is but rare that a work of this kind, carrying so much water, 
is effected in all its parts the first season. 

The grass on the range is now excellent and the herd of cattle is in a 
thriving condition. 
Ees])ectlully, 

:n. c. meeker, 

Indian A(/ent 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

ComrtuHHionvr of Indian Affairs^ Washington, D, C. 



White Eiver Agency, Colorado, 

July 2, 187D. 

Sir : I have received complaint from Governor Pitkin, Denver, to tbe 
effect that the Utes of this agency are in North Park warning the set- 
tlers to leave, and threatening death if they do not obey. I shall have 
Douglas send into North Park to recall those of his own band, at least, 
numbering about 40 lodges; the rest are under nobody's control except 
themselves. Jack, the other principal chief besides Douglas, is here 
farming; so is Douglas, but the great body are broken into small bands, 
subject to no authority. Some who have gone thither, and were well- 
disposed, asked me for authority to go, but I refused, and they finally 
went oft*. There are here this summer only from 30 to 40 lodges. 

You are witness that I have repeatedly reported to you of the absence 
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of the Indians from their reservation, being generally on Snake and 
Bear Bivers'; and I have, agreeably to yonr directions, often requested 
the military at Fort Steele, through the commandant, to clear those val- 
leys, but no iittention was paid, and no answers given. North Park is 
the best hunting ground in America, but it is too elevated for general 
farming. Becently gold discoveries have been made; a great many 
miners have gone in, and the Indians wish to occupy the ground. A 
collision is by no means improbable. 

^o sort of necessity exists for the Indians being away, only they prcr 
fer their wild life, and until restrained by military force, either of the 
Army or of the militia, things will go on as hitherto. 
Eespectfully, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Aqent, 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, 1). C. 



[Telegram. 1 

Denver, Colo., July 5, 1879. 

ToHon. E.A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C ; 

Eeports reach me daily that a band of White River Utes are off their 
reservation, destroying forests and game, near North and Middle Parks. 
They have already burned millions of dollars of timber, and areintimi- 
elating settlers and miners. Have written Indian Agent Meeker twice, 
but fear letters have not reached him. I respectfully request you to 
have telegraph order sent troops at nearest post to remove Indians to 
their reservation. If General Government does not act promptly, the 
State must. Immense forests are burning throughout Western Colo- 
rado, supposed to have been fired by Indians. I am satisfied that there 
is an organized effort on the path of Indians to destroy the timber of 
Colorado. The loss will be irreplaceable. These savages should be re- 
nioved to the Indian Territory, where they can no longer destroy the 
fiuest forests in this State. 

FRED. W. PITKIN, 

Governor, 



[Telegram.] 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

Washingt07i, J). C, July 7, 1879. 

To Meeker, 

Agentj White River Colo,, via llawlings, Wyo, : 

. Governor of Colorado reports your Indians depredating near North 
and Middle Parks. If correct, take active steps to secure their return 
to reservation. The Secretary directs that, if necessary, you will call 
Qpon nearest military post for assistance. Report facts immediately. 
Charge Indian Office. 

B. J. BROOKS, 

Acting Commissioner, 



14:4 ute ijsdians in colorado. 

White River Agency, Colorado, 

July 7, 1879. 

Sir: Having received anthentic information that my Indians are 
committing trespass on Snake and Bear Eivers, and in Middle Park, 
burning timber and wantonly destroying game, I have sent an employ^, 
Harry Dresser, and Douglas, the chief, thither, to cause them to return 
to their reservation. A large band Is in North Park, threatening ranch- 
men and miners, and I have requested the commandant at Fort Steele 
to cause these to return to the reservation. 
Respectfully, 

N. 0. MEEKER, 
Indian Agent. 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington^ D. C, 



monthly report. 

White River Agency, Colorado, 

July 7, 1879. 

Sir : During this month the office of this agency has been moved 
to the new location in Powell Valley, along with two log houses, and 
considerable portion of supplies and material. A large amount of flour, 
however, remains. A regular boarding-house relieves the employes 
from the necessity for cooking for themselves, and thus we are now being 
placed in a position by which work is more promptly and profitably 
performed. 

The season has been uncommonly dry ; we have had but one shower 
for three months, and besides the weather has been cold, and many nights, 
some even into June, frosty. As a consequence, the ten acres of pota- 
toes have come up badly, and unless there is rain soon the crop will be 
exceedingly small. However, as the land is on first bottom, partly sat- 
isfactory returns are highly probable, while if on upland, even if irri- 
gated, little or nothing would result, for this crop in this arid region 
depends for moisture on sub-irrigation and rainfall, since surface irriga- 
tion is always unfavorable for the reason that the ground hardens. 

The 20 acres of wheat is promising, and we estimate 10 bushels to 
the acre, this on the basis of expected rain, which is liberal for a sod 
crop. The ground is rich enough for 40 bushels per acre, and even more. 

Another consequence of the dry season is a low river, no rise beyond 
a few days having occurred, and therefore it was useless even to attempt 
to run the pine logs that were cut last winter. Still another conse- 
quence is an exceedingly short hay crop. But we shall diligently save 
all we can, and 15 acres of " rye grass," not usually cut on account of its 
early maturity, has been put in stack. We shall probably get nearly what 
we need. On Snake and Bear Rivers the settlers will have no hay, owing 
to the drought and the ravages of grasshoppers. Here this pest has, I 
] udge, partly destroyed for us 10 acres of sod corn. I remark that probably, 
corn cannot well be grown here, and that the climate is especially favor- 
able for wheat, barley, potatoes, and hardy vegetables. We have 8 
acres of pease, which look well, and as this crop is " grasshopper proof 
it should be a favored one. 

The Indians, to the number of eight or ten families, have gardens al- 
lotted in our common field, which have been planted to various vegeta- 
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bles and to sweet coru, and their prospects are fair. Great and vexations 
labor is required in p^ettiug fair and proper tillage on the soddy ground, 
and I commend their patience and fidelitv, bnt exceedingly regret that 
both the gronnd and the season shonld present to them so many ob- 
stacles. Another year will certainly give them mellow gronnd, and the 
season cannot be worse. They need, at first, a fortunate concurrence of 
natural conditions. Still if they are not dismayed by the present ad- 
versities, as they seem not to be, they are likely to be remarkably 
encouraged when they find these difficulties are not repeated. 

This is said of the comparatively small portion of the tribe that re- 
mains on the reservation. The great bulk of the Indians, or at least 
half of them, went over to the valleys of Snake and Bear Rivers last 
fall and have not returned. They have greatly annoyed the settlers by 
letting their horses run on their meadows and uplands, and by burning 
their timber, especially valuable in this almost treeless region. About 
two months ago many of them who remained here during the winter 
went ofif hunting, and I have bad reports of their trespasses in Middle 
Park and elsewhere, though I positively forbid their going. An em- 
ploye, H. Dresser, accompanied b^' Douglas, the chief, has now gone to 
Middle Park to bring them back, and as they belong to Douglas's band 
they will probably come. 

Another collection of several bands, acknowledging no chief, is in 
North Park, threatening the miners and ranchmen. Whether the com- 
mandant at Fort Steele will pay any attention to my request to drive 
tbero out of the park is doubtful, as hitherto he has paid no regard to 
my requests. Among these Indians in North Park arc the worst ones 
of the whole tribe. Some are well known as horse thieves, and they in- 
clode the '' Denver Indians," all bad lots, and it seems to me inevitable 
that conflicts with the whites will result sooner or later. A most un- 
favorable characteristic of these Indians off the reservation is the burn- 
ing of timber and their wanton destruction of game, and simply to get 
the skins. Even the Indians who stay near the agency have no regard 
for timber, and during the last six months not less than 50 acres of 
choice timbered groves in this valley have been fired and as good as 
destroyed. My protests and endeavors have no effect, for even small 
boys, with a match, can set fire to dry brush and grass on the edge of 
timber, which, in a short time, is beyond human control. This lack of 
ordinary economy, this total disrespect for values in the natural resources 
and wealth of the country, are disheartening to contemplate. 

Daring the removal hitherto only one pupil of the school remained. 
The hoQse used for school buildin^j: will be ready for occupancy in a few 
weeks, and then it will be seen what can be done to establish a school 
among people who do not and cannot think, who have bnt an imperfect 
idea of the value of money or in what wealth consists, who have neither 
literature nor history, and who are without ambition or a necessity to 
exercise it, because the government feeds and clothes them, anil if it 
will not they can live nearly as well by hunting, or by foraging on white 
people's iHissessions. 

lliree or four deaths have occurred during the month among the In- 
dians here; probably the whole number of deaths was double this, and 
I doubt if the births are as great by a half. 

The Indians refuse to receive tiour and other supplies by the new 
forms, as has been reporte<l, but they receive beet. 1 do not know how 
long they will hold out, but they are certain to surrender in time, be- 
cause it is their settled policy to take all they can get. 

I have asked ^ two assistant herders, white men, and two additional 

S. Ex. 31-^ 10 
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herding horses, for the reason that the herd is increasing, the range is 
forced ont farther and farther by the Indian horses, the crowding of 
outside herds calls for additional vigilance, and there is a decided 
probability of the Indians undertaking to compensate themselves for 
diminished supplies under tlie new forms by butchering cattle on their 
own account, and to which I call your special attention. 
Kesi)ectfully, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C. 



(C. Colorado.) 

Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

Washingt07i, July 17, 1879. 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith copy of an extract from 
the monthly report of United States Agent Meeker for the month of 
June last, relating to depredations committed by bands of Ute Indians 
in Middle Park and elsewhere, and the disregard by the commandant of 
Fort Steele of the agent's request for assistance in putting a stop to these 
raids. I respectfully recommend that the papers be referred to the War 
Department for its Information. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. A. HAYT, 



Commissioner, 



The Hon. Secretary of the Interior. 



(Civ., Colorado.) 

Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

Washington, August 20, 1879. 

Sir: Referring to that portion of your monthlv report for the month 
of June last in which you state that you have not had the co-operation 
of the military in i)ntting a stop to raids and depredations of Indians 
in the Middle Park and elsewhere, I have to advise you that, on a 
reference of the matter to the War Department, the commandant at 
Fort Fred Steele was called upon for an explanation or report, and 
herewith a copy of the same, for your information, from which it will 
be seen that he denies that he has been derelict in his duties, and ex- 
plains the cause of the delay in complying with the requests made- by 
you for military aid, &c. His statements are fully corroborated by 
other evidence submitted with his report. 
Very respectfully, 

E. J. BROOKS, 

Acting Commissioner, 

(E. L. S.) 

N. C. Meeker, Esq., 

United /States Indian Agent, White River, Colorado, 

Via Rawlins, Wyo, 
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[Telegram, dated Denver, Colo., July 8, 1879.] 

To E. J. Brooks, 

Acting Commissioner Indian Affairs : 

Letter from Indian Agent Meeker, dated July 2, just received, asks 
me to appeal to military, and says commander at Fort Steele pays no 
attention to his repeated requests to keep Indians where they belong. 
He says Chief Douglas has sent scout to recall his band, but the other 
Indians belong to nobody. I have no information whether they have 
started home. The Dtes have burned more timber the last few weeks 
than the white settlers have cut in twentv years. 

FREDERICK W. PITKIN, 

Governor, 



[Telegrani.] 

Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

July 9, 1879. 
F. W. Pitkin, Denver^ Colo. : 

The War Department has been requested to send troops, to bring the 
Utes back to their reservation. 

E. A. HAYT, 

Commissioner, 



White River Agency, Colorado, 

July 11, 1879. 

Sir: Jack, a principal Ute chief, wishes to inform yon that Rain- 
bow (Sarap) died 8th instant, after long illness. Rainbow was a chief 
of such influence that formerly he visited Washington among the Ute 
delegation, and he received a silver medal from President Johnson, and 
his photograph is now in Washington. Of that delegation there re- 
main Jack and Pant. Rainbow was a friend of the whites, and never 
eogae:ed in war against them, and always loved peace and to shake 
hands. Lowick, another chief, and uncle of Rainbow, joins with Jack 
io this letter. 

Res|)ect fully, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent, 
Hon. B. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs j Washington^ D C, 

p. s. — Jack wishes to add that when Rainbow was buried he had all 
the honors of a chief and of a rich man, for interred with him were 
good clothes, shirt, blanket, &e., ritle, tied up together ; and at the same 
time a good race-horse was killed, and two other good horse?. — N. C. M. 



(C, Colorado, M. 1509-79.) 

Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

Washington J August 15, 1879. 

Sir : I am in receipt of your letter, dated 15th ultimo, relative to the 
departure of the Indians from the Middle Park, their destruction of 
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grass, timber, &c , and referriug to ray telegram to you of the 23(1 ul- 
timo, (lirectiug you to take "a decided stand with your Indians, to pre- 
vent further depredations," have to state, in addition, that complaints 
of a serious character have been made to the office in regard to tLe 
fires which have been set by the Indians, as you have been advised by 
office letter of the 12th instant, and these heedless and lawless acts, 
unless checked, will lead to collisions between the whites and the In- 
dians. You will, therefore, if possible, ascertain what Indians com- 
mitted the depredations to which you refer, and have them arrested, 
and subjected to some adequate punishment. Examples must be made 
of some of them, in order to 4leter others from similar outrages. 

In closing your letter, you state incidentally that after the Indians 
have received their yearly distribution of annuity goods, " they will de- 
part and roam over a country as large as New England, where settlers 
are struggling to make new homes, and the Indians think it all right, 
because they are, as they boast, peaceable Indians." 

In reply, you are directed to adopt, without delay, decisive measures 
to put a stop to these roaming habits of your Indians. Office instruc- 
tions embraced in the circular of December 23, 1878, in regard lo their 
being treated as hostile Indiaif^, and liable to arrest if they are foand 
outside of their reserv^ation without passes, should be enforced, and you 
should also give them to understand that their annuities will be with- 
held from them if they do not comply with the requirements of the 
office. 

Very respectfully, 

E. A. HAYT, 

Commissioner, 

N. C. Meeker, Esq.,* 

United States Indian Agent, White River Agency, 

Colorado, via RawlinSj Wyo. 

(E. L. S.) 



White River Agency, Colorado, 

July 15, 1879. 

Sir : Your telegraph message of 7tb instant was received on 11th, 
lying over two days at Rawlins, directing me to cause the depredating 
il tes to vacate Middle and North Parks. But I had reported to you 
previously, and had sent, about 5th instant, a trusty employ^, taking 
along Douglas, who reached Hot Sulphur Springs, 150 miles, in four 
and a half days, and they returned yesterday, after an absence of ten 
days. The settlers all along the route were rejoiced at the effort made, 
and few or no chatges were made for entertainment. The Utes imme- 
diately vaC(ited Micldle Park, and a runner was sent to Middle Park, 
and Harris Park, and I understand now that park also has been vacated, 
and that the greater part of the Indians are now on Bear River, near the 
trading stores, some of them begging food. Mr. Draper, the em ploy 6, told 
the women not to give them anything, as there were abundant supplies 
at the agency ; but they did give, probably through fear. 

So far as I can gather, several hundred [antelopes were killed in 
Middle Park, for two Indians bad each about 50 skins, and of course 
they could not use the meat. They also killed three bison, which may 
be called a mountain buffalo. A few years ago there were some two 
dozen of these animals in the park, and the settlers have all refrained 
Irom shooting them, as they held them both as a curiosity and an at- 



i 
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traction, bat the Indians have killed them off so that now there are less 
than half a dozen. At the time Mr. Drener arrived the settlers were 
getting ready to attack the Indians and drive them out ; thus bloodshed 
has been avoided. Mr. Drener reports that fires followed the Indians 
on their return, about 100 miles, and within 30 miles of this agency. 

In many parts of the Bear Kiver Valley, and all the way up to its 
bead in Egeria Park, the country is well burned over. At Hayden^ 
where resides the families of Smarts and Thompson, the fires were so 
near the houses that the women, whose husbands were away, were on 
the watc'h two days, and carried their household goods to a i)lace of 
safety. The grass range on which their cows and cattle fed is destroyed. 
I have previously reported to you that the Indians are destroying tim- 
ber every where ; last winter something like 100 acres of beautiful Cot- 
tonwood groves \vere burned, close to the agency. Their object is to 
get dry wood next winter. At the present time, the timber on the 
TDOQiitains, north and south, is burning; and our valley is filled with 
smoke. These fires are built to drive the deer to one place, that they may 
be easily killed, and thereby the destruction of pine, cedar, and aspen, 
is immense, while the fire runs in the grass; even the range which we 
largely de|>end upon for winter grazing for the cattle is badly burned 
over, and unless the long drought of two months and more is soon 
broken by rain, this grass cannot be restored. 

As you may easily suppose, this practice of the Dtes enrages the set- 
tlers, and unless it is 8topi)ed, bloody vengeance is sure to be taken. I 
am doing all 1 can to stop these fires, but the Indians attach no value 
to timber, and do not hesitate to set any forests on fire to get at a little 
game. The habit has been long established, and they cannot conceive 
wby timber is more useful than water or rocks.^ 

They are now gradually drawing toward the* agency, so as to be on 
Land at the yearly distribution of annuity goods; after that they will 
depart, and roam over a country as large as New Engfland, where set- 
tlers are struggling to make new homes, and the Indians think it all 
right, because they are, as they boasi, "peaceable Indians." 
Respectfully, 

N. O. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent, 
Don. E. A. Mayt, 

CommvfHioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D, C. 



White River Aijency, Colorado, 

August 11, 1879. 

Sir : I think a statement as to our crop pro^^pects will be acceptable. 
We are now cutting the 20 acres of wheat, the quality is good and the 
yield will be about 150, possibly 200 bushels. In addition, Indians have 
several pieces, say 3 acres. We have 4 acres of fair corn, the rest was 
destroyed by young grasshoppc»rs, and by reason largely of the ground 
being new and rough, and 8 acres tine peas. The Indians have 2 acres, 
ID five separate patches, of sweet corn, melons, turnips, beets, &;c., which 
they have had irrigated. We have 8 acres of potatoes, which will be 
about half a crop, l>eing cut short by the dry season. A good part of 
these belong to Indians. The sciiool has a first-rate garden. I might 
say it is mine, for I made it myself; there are 1,200 nice cabbages, plenty 
tomatoes now ripening, beets, onions, turnips, pie-plant, &3. Consider- 
ing that all oar planting was on sod, that we are in a location en- 
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tirely new, with buildings to provide and fences to build, I tbiuk we 
make something of a show. 

I think the Indians will do much better next year, though their num- 
ber is small, and I am sure that as they have never worked before they 
are entitled to some praise. 

Twenty acres of sod have been broken within the last twenty days, 
and when the sulky breakers arrive both will be set to running. 

The hay crop is exceedingly short, but we have put in stack some 35 
tons, and expect to cut 20 more. Indian horses have done immense 
damage to our meadows, and I see no way to save them but to fence 
them. On Bear and Snake Eivers is no hay nor cultivation. 

My impression is that this valley and the climate are decidedly fitted 
for growing all kinds of vegetables and grains, and on account of the 
absence of cold winds. I have now coming on some 200 little peach 
trees. I have also some apple and plum trees, and blackberry and 
gooseberry plants. It is true that the elevation is about 6,000 feet, re- 
quiring that tender vegetables be started under glass, but this is no par- 
ticular hardship. The most doubtful crop is corn. 1 need another sea- 
son for its trial. 

Respectfully, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent. 

Uon. E. A. Hayt, 

Gommissioiier of Indian Affairs^ Washington, D, C, 



White River Agency, Coloeado, 

August 11, 1879. 

Sir: In a letter of this date, ''A," are several things connected with 
the subject of this letter. 

These Ute Indians are not to be trusted, and I have hitherto informed 
you that, instead of forming them into a i)olice, I have been obliged to 
keep up a police of white men to watch them ; for the greater part of 
them are almost constantly off the reservation trading, running, and 
stealing horses, and intimately associated with the ruffians, renegades, 
and cattle-thieves of the frontier, and now I am pretty well convinced that 
certain cattlemen, (see^'A") intend to operate with the Indians next 
winter to run off little bunches of our cattle to the railroad. I have a strong 
belief that a raid is to be made on our herd through the connivance of 
the Indians, and what I want is sufficent military force to be sent hither 
to awe these savages, so that they will stay at home. When this shall 
be done, the Indians will be in a condition to improve, but now it is 
simply imposible; indeed I fear they are already so demoralized that 
years upon years will be required to make anything out of them. A 
few, say twenty or thirty, I have under my control, and I have great 
hopes of them, but the rest, fully 700, will not stay here. It is useless 
for anybody to tell me to keep them at home while there is no obstacles 
to their going awa3% and even while they are welcomed by white men 
who teach them all kinds of iniquities. 

I had a conversation the other day on the cars with Major Thornburgh, 
commandant at Fort Steele. He said he had always sent my requests 
forward, and that he had received no orders, and he added thsktif you 
should request the Secretary of War to command him to keep the Ctes on 
their reservation he could start a company of fifty cavalry at a day^s 
notice, but without orders he could not go ten miles from the fort. 
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• 

Another trouble lies in the stores on Snake and Bear rivers, and even 
nearer by, which sell ammnnition and take buckskin blankets, aud cloth- 
ing in exchange for goods ; playing-cards being in large supply. Let me 
ask yon what is the nse ot my warning these traders, when they know 
I have no power to back me ? It is only a farce. I once wrote to the 
governor of this State about the violation of the law, and he told me if 
I would apply to the deputy U. S. marshal for the district, he would 
move. I did not apply to him, because said deputy kept an Indian 
store himself. 

The things to be done are these : Have the military break up the 
selling of ammunition (and liquors) and the buying of annuity goods at 
these stores. Then, as the Indians could not hunt, they would work to 
get money, perhaps trap some, aud a store would be established here. 
Of e4)urse the military must keep tbem on their reservation and white 
men oii' When these things shall be done, the Indians will begin to 
consider the question of sending their children to school, and they will 
open farms. Now the^* will not. Already they are making their plans 
for ^oing north after they get their annuity goods, to hunt buffalo. 

If anything can be done, I would like to have a hand in it. 
KespectfuUv. 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent 

Hon. B. A. Hayt, 

CommiHsioner of Indian Affair 8 , Washington, D. C, 



White River Agency, Colorado, 

August 11, 1879. 

Sir: I send this day requisition for funds for the present quarter. 
Tbe pay for herder should be increased to $720 a year with the rest 
employes, for the reason that our present herder is one of the best 
men I hav^', and to make this discrimination will naturally lead to his 
resignation, or at least to a transfer to some other place on the list, when 
tbe wages of the one substituted n^ust be reduced. The truth is, that the 
way we are obliged to manage the cattle business demands the servicesof 
tbe greater part of the force at least one day in the week; and once in 
three months every single man hoin two to three weeks, on the occasion of 
counting and of branding, &c., calves. So that herding is a common pur- 
sait among all the employes. This, of necessity, must be the case, since 
tbereis now nearly 1,800 head of cattle, the value of which exceeds that of 
all other property here, I should judge — that is, about $25,000 ; in fact, 
it will sell for at least this sum any day. It is thus seen that the objective 
point of all onr efforts is upon the agency herd, and therefore it seems 
to me that to reduce the wages of the man having this business in charge 
is to do him great injustice. 

I shall now extend this letter to considerable length, mainly upon 
collateral matters, and which are of great importance to your depart- 
ment, and to the government ; but all is connected with the well- being 
of this herd, I might say with its preservation. 

First, now, the season has been so dry that a great number of cattle 
men are traveling all through this whole mountain country in search of 
winter range, for the ranges east of the mountains, holding a million 
and a half of cattle, are almost bare, and it is too late for rains to restore 
tbem unless coming within ten days. 

The winter range on this reservation is fair, though greatly impaired 
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by Indian fires and the great number of Indian borsea, and it is looked 
upon with longing by all the cattle men. Honest men will not encroach, 
but the dishonest ones will not hesitate. 

I now inform you that the Morgan Brothers, having about 1,500 cattle, 
have built a corral on what I believe to be the reservation, but at any 
rate it is so near that their cattle are sure to range on our ground, and 
to mix with our cattle. The location they have selected ie to the north- 
east, and not exceeding 25 miles from this agency. I saw two of the 
brothers on my way in, and they told me they had just finished their 
corral ; and when I told them they were over the line, they said they 
guessed not, and they continued to dispute the point. With their cattle 
among oitrs we shall require a large additional force. 

These Morgans have the worst kind of reputation among cattle men, 
and they are freely charged with stealing cattle and burning our brands. 
Besides, they have five difterent brands, and one brand is a box 7"T7 , 
which, burned over our brand I D, gives them the cattle, thus, ID, of 
which I have hitherto advised you. Further, I learn that they associate 
much with the Indians, one being a good interpreter, and, in particular, 
they trade and race horses with them. They dress in buckskin, highly 
ornamented pants, vests, and shirts; they are strong, fearless, and 
unscrupulous, and yet they seem in their youth to have had the best 
advantages. 

Now, our late fall and winter range — and there is none other in 
this part of the reservation — is adjoining the line, and but a few miles 
from the Morgans. There is one mountain park of several thousand 
acres in that section, where I w^ant to put our cattle till snow falls, and 
the two additional herders I have asked for, and which you have granted, 
I shall put in charge, and there these men must stay night and day, 
with a tent for shelter and sagebrush for fuel. I have sent over the 
range for these men, and told them their wages would be $G00 per year, 
and their board, $3.50 per week. This is not a bit more than they would 
get at home, and have a house to live in, and I am afraid that when 
they come, and find that regular employes get $720 a year, they will, 
if honest men, think themselves imposed on ; if dishonest, be tempted 
to make up the deficiency by aflfiliating with neighbors, at our expense. 
1 should say that you cannot afford to make the wages of herders less 
than of others, and particularly for the reason that to be of any serv- 
ice they must be "good and true men." The case is different from 
that at any other agency, because we are regularly in the cattle business 
of the country, and among the "Cattle kings"; iis profits are exceed- 
ingly great, and it is poor management, let me say, to discriminate 
against the employes who must be the custodians of what is almost as 
easily transferred as bank-notes. 

I could say much more, but the above should be sufficient to inform 
you of the situation ; and 1 shall consider that thi^ letter is the per- 
formance of a duty that I owe to my place. 

And 3 et there is Jjanother matter connected with this same, viz, the 
Necessity for military protection, and I invite your attention to it in 
another letter of this date, marked B. 
Eespectfully, 

N. C. MEEKER, 
Indian Agent. 

Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner Indian Affairs^ Washington^ D, C 
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(Civ., Colorado. M-1693-79.) 

Department of the Intekior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 
Wdfihington^ September, 20, 1879. 

Sir: I am iu receipt of your letter dated the 11th nltimo, and to that 
portion of the same which relates to the " Morpjans" and otiier persons 
i?ho have established ranches nisar the reservation, and who give indica- 
tions of making preparations to herd their cattle on the reservation, I 
liave to direct that you at once adopt active and stringent measures in 
legard to all herders who make any attempt to violate the provisions of 
section 2117, United States Revised Statutes. In every instance, when 
any of their cattle are found upon the reservation, ascertain the number 
of cattle in each herd, the names of the owners, and positive evidence of 
their violation of the act referred to, and make immediate report thereof 
to this office of all the facts in each case, the names and residences of 
the witnesses, and all other parties connected therewith, in order that 
steps may be taken to prosecute such herders. 
Very respectfully, 

E. J. BROOKS, 

Acting Commi pawner » 
N. C. Meeker, 

U, 8, Indian Agent, White River Agency^ 

Colorado, via RatcUns, ITyo. T, 



monthly report. 

United States Indian Service, 

White River Agency, 

August 31, 1879. 

Sir : The employ<Ss have been almost wholly engaged during the past 
month in harvesting wheat, haying, and plowing for next year's crop. 
The season has been so dry that less than the usual amount of hay has- 
been cut, but it is all saved in good order, and tbe amount may be about 
70 tons. It is quite short, but the quality is good. Twenty acres of 
sod wheat are estimated from 150 to 200 bushels. The quality is unex- 
celletl. Fort3' acres of exceedingly tough sod have been broken, and the 
season is so early that the sod will be likely to be so rotted by the time 
we sow wheat thata full crop, say of at least 20 bushels per acre, may be 
expected. Our garden now furnishes abundant vegetables lor the sea- 
son. 

A part of 30 lodges of Indians have been under my control, ^nd about 
ten have been growing crops. Owing to the unfavorable season and the 
stubboruess of the soddy soil, tbe results are not as encouraging as I had 
wished ; but a fair and hopeful commencement has been made. 

In the dairy business the Indians take considerable interest. They 
have built by their own labor quite a number of corrals, and each fam- 
ily milks from one cow to three cows; and they bring up the calves, 
some going quite a distance with a wagon to cut fresh grass for these 
calves. If I could provide horses for such families they would progress 
much more rapidly. Three wagons have been provided for the Indians, 
and they use them almost every day to good purpose. They break their 
own horses, and have learned to harness and drive so as to be quite re- 



154 UTE INDIANS IN COLORADO. 

spectable teamsters. They are haiiliag considerable flour — indeed all 
that is issued from the old agency. 

The great body of the Indians are now just returning from their long 
ramble of seven or eight months. Some of these have already asked 
permission to go hunting into the Sweetwater country, and being re- 
fused, they are in a bad humor. Unless prevented by force, I think they 
are sure to go off, and probably take almost all of their tribe, as there is 
great attraction, with considerable profit, in buffalo-hunting. The white 
settlers outside the reservation, particularly in Middle Park, have been 
loud in their protests and complaints against these Indians for their 
killing game and firing grass and timber. 

I shall now make an attempt to establish a police force among the In- 
dians, although at the same time I am obliged to have a police of em- 
ployes to guard against certain Indians and unprincipled white men 
combining to run off cattle. My impression is, that Indians are not to 
be depended upon as against their own people. 

Last week the sheriff of Grand County came to this agency with war- 
rants for the arrest of Chinaman and Bennett, two Indians, charged by 
Major Thompson with burning his house on Bear Eiver. I attempted 
to get Chief Douglas to assist, so that these culprits might be found ; 
but he refused, saying he knew nothing about them, and he would do 
nothing; and yet he has been extremely friendly. He sends his boy 
to school, and he has worked all summer. The Indians were not found, 
and the sheriff and posse of four returned. 

Little progress is made in getting children for the school, though there 
is no regular school-building. Considerable number have died, and the 
general health of the Indians has not been good. Supplies of all kinds 
are abundant, and some of the Indians have a supply of vegetables of 
their own raising. The herd of agency cattle is in prime condition as 
regards flesh. If we should have a hard winter, with deep snow, they 
will be likely to suffer ; for the Indians have burnt off a good part of 
what we depended upon for winter grazing, while their large herds of 
horses will attempt to occupy what remains 5 but I shall keep two 
herders with them all the time, on the best grazing that can be found. 
Kespectfully, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent 

Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Gommisioner of Indian Affairs^ Washington, D. C, 



White River Aqency, Colorado, 

September 8, 1879. 

Sir: We had recently finished plowing an 80 acre field, all inclosed ; 
then we irrigated a piece of adjoining laud, and upon which the agency 
buildings stand, at a corner. This parcel lies between the river and the 
street coming to the agency, and embraces probably 200 acres, and the 
plan was to devote 50 acres next the street and agency to tilled crops, 
and the remainder to grass-land, and to inclose the whole with one 
common fence. First, it is necessary to have fields contiguous, that 
fences may be watched and depredators kept in check, and also to make 
the work of irrigation as inexpensive as possible, since to carry water 
far involv^es heavy outlays, besides being attended with the greatest 
difficulties by reason of uneven ground. In short, the described parcel 
'as every way fitted for the object stated, and the new location of the 
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agency was made with a view of utilizing and improving this particular 
laud. 

When we CDmmenced plowing last week, three or four Indians ob- 
jected. They had set their tents down toward the river, and two cor- 
rals had been built, though I had previously told them the gronnd would 
be plowed. I offered to move their corrals by employes' labor, and 
showed them other places, of which there are many equally good, but 
they refused to consider. This land is good, and being close to the 
agency their horses are protected; in short, they simply needed the 
ground for their horses. Now, since it was evident that if 1 could have 
moved the agency buildings two or three miles below they would come 
and claim equal squatters' rights there also, and I told them so; to 
which Ihey replied that I had land enough plowed, and thev wanted all 
the rest for their horses. Still, they did indicate that I might plow a 
piece farther away, covered with sage and grease-wood, intersected by 
slues and badly developing alkali, while at the best it would take three 
months to clear the surface. 

They would listen to nothing J could say, and, seeing no hel'> for it, 
since if they could drive me from one place they would quickly drive me 
from another, I ordered the plows to run as I had proposed. The first 
bed had been laid out and watered 100 feet wide and half a m le long, 
and when the plowman got to the upper end, two Indians came out with 
guns and ordered him not to plow any more. This was reported to me, 
and I directed the plowing to proceed. When the plowman had made 
a few runs around the bed, he was fired upon from a small cluster of 
sage-brush, and the ball passed close to his person. 

Of course I ordered the plowing to stop. I went to Douglas, the 
chief, but he only rei)eated that they who claimed the land wanted it, 
and that I ought to plow somewhere else. Then I sent a messenger to 
Jack, a rival chieftain, ten miles up the river, who has a larger follow- 
ing than Douglas, and he and his friends came down speedily, and the 
whole subject was discussed at great length. The conclusion was, that 
Jack and his men did not care anything about it, but I might go on apd 
l)low that bed (100 leet wide ainl half a mile long). I said that was of 
uo use; that I wanted to plow 50 acres at least, and I wanted the rest 
for ha3% as we had to go from four to seven miles to do our haying, and 
even then the Indian horses eat much of the grass. Then they said I 
might go on and plow as I proposed. 

This was either not understood or not assented to by the claimants, 
for when the plow started next morning they came out and threatened 
vengeance if any more than that bed was plowed. Immediately I sent 
again for Jack and his men, and the plow ran most of the forenoon, 
when I ordered it stopped, for by this time the employes were becoming 
scared. 

Another long council was held, and I understood scarcely anything 
that was said, though I was present for hours, smothered with heat and 
smoke; and finally it was agreed that I might have the whole land and 
plow half of it, and inclose the rest, providing I would remove the cor- 
ral, dig a well, help build a log house, and give a stove; to which I as- 
sented, for, substantially, the same had been promised before. 

Altogether there were not more than four Indian men engaged in 
this outbreak; properly there was only one family, the wife of which 
speaks good English, having been brought up in a white family. The 
remainder were relatives, and beside were several sympathizers, but by 
DO means active. 
During ail this time I had a team in readiness to go to the railroad to 
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ask instructions from you, by telegraph, but the necessity of this seems, 
for the present, averted. 

My impression is decided that it was the wish of all the Indians that 
plowing might be stopi)ed, and that no more plowing at all shall be 
done, but that the conclusion which they reached was based ujiou the 
danjjer they ran in opposing the Government of the United States. 

Plowing will proceed, but whether unmolested I cannot say. This is 
a bad lot of Indians. They have had free rations so long, and have 
been flattered and petted so much, that they think themselves lords of 
all. 

Eespectfully, 

N. O. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent, 
Hon. E. A. IIayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. G. 



White River Agency, Col , 

September 10, 1879. 

To E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner, Washington, D. C. : 

I have been assaulted by a leading chief, Johnson, forced out of my 
own house, and injured badly ; but was rescued by employes. It is now 
revealed that Johnson originated all the trouble stated in letter Sep- 
tember 8. His son shot at the plowman, and the ofiposition to plowing 
is wide. Plowing stops. Life of self, family, and employes not safe ; 
want protection immediately ; have asked Governor Pitkin to confer 
with General Pope. 

N. O. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent. 



[Telegram.] 



Office of Indian Affairs, 
Washington J). C, September 15, 1879. 

To Meeker, White River Agency, via Rawlins, Wyo, ; 

War Department has been requested to send troops for your protec- 
tion. On their arrival cause arrest of leaders in late disturbance, and 
have them held until further notice from this office. Eeport full par- 
ticulars soon as possible. 

E. J. BROOKS, 
Acting Commissioner, 



(C, Colorado.) 

Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 
Washington, September 15, 1879. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit herewith copy of a telegram, dated 
13th instant, from United States Agent N. O. Meeker, of the White River 
Agency, Colorado, who states that he has been assaulted by a leading 
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Indian chief, Johnson, forced from bis home, and badly injured, but 
was rescoed by his employes, and that they are in danger of losing their 
lives, and requests protection. 

I respectfully recommend that the matter be referred to the honor- 
able Secretary of War, with the request that he cause the necessary 
orders to issue to the commandant of the nearest military post to the 
agency to detail a sufficient number of troops to arrest such Indian 
chiefs as are insubordinate, and enforce obedience to the requirements 
of the agent, and afford him such protection as the exigency of the case 
requires; also that the ringleaders be held as prisoners until an investi- 
gation can be bad. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 



The Hon. Secretaey of the Interior. 



E. J. BROOKS, • 

Acting CommisHloner, 



(Civ., Colorado.) 

Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 
Washington, September 20, 1879. 

Sib : Referring to office telegram of 15th instant, relative to the re^ 
quest made to the War Department to furnish troops for your protec- 
tion, &c., I have to inform you that, in accordance with said request, 
the honorable Secretary of War has, by telegram, instructed the com- 
mandant of the nearest military post to the agency to render you suoh 
protection and assistance as the exigency of the occasion requires. 
Very respectfully, 

E. J. BROOKS, 
Acting Commissioner. 
N. 0. Meeker, Esq., 

United States Indian Agent, White River Agency, 

Colorado, via Rawlins Station, Wyo. 



[Telegram.] 

Office of Indian Affairs, 
Washington, D. C, September 13, 1879. 

To Meeker, 

Ag6nt, White River Agency, Colorado, via Rawlins, Wyo, : 

War Department will be requested to direct commanding officer near- 
est post to send troops for your protection immediately. 

B. J. BROOKS, 
Acting Commissioner. 



W^hite River Agency. Colorado, 

September 17, 1879. 

Sib: Your message of 13th instant received to day. There is no par- 
ticular change either for worse or better. No plowing is done, nor will 
till it can be done in safety. It remains to be seen whether the business 
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and industries of tliis agency are to be conducted under the direction of 
the Indians or of vourself. 
Respectfully, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent, 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs^ Washington, D. C. 



Cheyenne, Wyo., 

Septeinber 19, 1879. 

To Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 

Washington, D, C, : 

Please telegraph me at Denver where I shall consult with Governor 
Pitkin about tbe Ute difficulty, and also the Indian trouble in Xew 
Mexico. 

C. SCHURZ. 



[Telegram.] 



Office of Indian Affairs, 
Washington, D, C, September 20, 1879. 

To Hon. C. ScHURZ, 

Denver y Colo. : 

Commissioner Hayt is at the Pal mer House, Chicago. All the official 
information we have is that White River agent was driven from agency 
buildiug about 13th instant by Indians and seriously injured, but was 
rescued by employes on 15th. War Department ordered troops from 
Fort Steele to agency. Opinion is that Utes were driven to hostility 
largely by influx of miners. Only information from New Mexico is that 
Victoria is off the reservation and military are in pursuit. 

E. J. BROOKS, 
Acting Commissioner. 



Denver, Colo., 
September 2\, 1879. 

To Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 

Washington, D. C. : 

Two Ute Indians, Jennet and Chinaman^have been identified as hav- 
ing burned down citizens' houses outside of reservation. Warrants are 
out against them. Agent Meeker should be instructed to have them 
arrested and turned over to civil authorities. Effi)rts should al8# be 
made to identify Indians having set fires to forests outside of reserva- 
tion — for consultation with governor and others. I am advised that 
settlement of Utes in severalty will be possible, at or near location now 
occupied by theui, if i)roperly managed ; steps to that end should be 
initiated as fast as possible. 

C. SCHURZ. 
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[Telegram.] 

Office of Indian Affairs, 
Waahingtoti, September 23, 1879. 

To Agent Meeker, 

White River Age7icy, Colorado^ via Rawlins, Wyo, : 

Secretary tel^jgrapbs from Denver that two Ute Indians, Bennett and 
Chapman, have been identified as having burned down citizens' houses 
oatside of reservation. Warrants are out against them. Ageut Meeker 
should be instructed to arrest and turn them over to civil authorities; 
also to identify and arrest Indians having set fire to forests. You will 
act on Secretary's suggestion calling on military for assistance if neces- 
sary. 

E J. BROOKS, 
Acting ContmiHHioner, 



WniTE KiVER Agency, Colorado, 

September 22, 1879. 

To E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner J Washington, D. C ; 

Governor Pitkin writes cavalry ou the way. Dispatch of loth will be 
obeyed. 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Agent 



White River Agency, Colorado, 

September 24, 1879. 

Sir: Our stock of all kinds of paper bags is nearly exhausted, and 
although the greater part of the goods for which I made due requisition 
are now on wagons between this and the railroad, or have arrived, no 
invoice of paper bags has been received. It is, therefore, of the great- 
est importance that the needed supply be forwarded. 
Respectfully, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C. 



White River Agency, Colorado, 

September 20, 1879. 

To E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner, Washington, />. 0.: 

Would say to yours 23d September, if soldiers arrest Indians and go 
away, I must go with them. Soldiers must stay. Large bodies of Indians 
leaving for the north to hunt. They insisted I should give out blankets 
now. I refused. Trade in ^uns and ammunition on Bear and Snake 
Rivers brisk. Company 1), Ninth Cavalry, at Steamboat Springs, wait- 
ing instructions which came to day from General Hatch, and are for- 
warded to day by employ^. 

y. C. MEEKER, Agent 
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White River Agency, Colorado, 

September 29, 1879. 

To B. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner^ Washington^ D, C. : 

Major Thornburgh, Fourth Infantry, leaves bis command 50 miles dis- 
tant and comes to-day with five men. Indians propose to fight if 
troops advance. A talk will be had to-morrow. Captain Dodge, Ninth 
Cavalry, is at Steamboat Springs, with orders to breakup Indian stores 
and keep Indians on reservation. Sales of ammunition and guns brisk 
for ten days past. Store nearest sent back 16,000 rounds and 13 guns. 
When Captain Dodge commences to enforce law, no living here without 
troops. Have sent for him to confer. 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent. 



[Telegram.] 



Office of Indian Affairs, 

Washington, 1). C, October 1, 1879. 

To Pollock, Inspector^ Alamosa, Colo. : 

Secretary has sent dispatch to-day to General Adams at Del Norte, 
Take the dispatch with you to Los Pinos Agency, where Adams is 
ready. 

E. A. HAYT, 

Commissioner. 



[Telegram.] 

October 1, 1879. 

To Hon. C. ScHURZ, 

Muscogee, Ind. T. : 

Dispatches received today from Agent Meeker convey information 
of an expected outbreak by his Indians. A later dispatch from Eaw- 
lins reports that Major Thornburgh's command was attacked by the 
Indians on Mill Creek, 13 miles north of the agency, and that the major 
and 13 soldiers were killed, and fears are experienced that Agent Meeker 
and his employes are massacred. These reports may be exaggerated, 
but I fear a serious outbreak. Will confer with Secretary McCrary. 

E. A. HAYT, 

Commissioner. 



[Telegram.] 



Los PiNos, Colo., 

October 25, 1879. 

To Commissioner Indian Affairs, 

Washington, D. C: 

Latest. — Your telegram of 18th instant this moment received. 

Brought stenographer from Denver ; have investigated agency affairs 

^e. Stanley is not a proper man for agent, but do not think itad- 

ble to change at this time, as matters are quiet here and Adams is 
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authorized to act. I will to-morrow proceed to southern ageucy, in 
compliance with jour telegram of 14tb. Letter on agency affairs. 

POLLOCK, 

Insjyector. 



[Telegram.] 

Office of Indian Affairs, 
Washington, D. C, October 18, 1879. 

To Inspector Pollock, 

Alamosa, Colo. : 

(He will arrive from Denver to-day. Operator must find him.) Sec- 
retary thinks you had better confine yourself, as first instructed, to 
agency matters, and not act on my dispatch of yesterday. General 
Adams has instructions from the Secretary of a similar character. You 
will not need a stenographer. Perhaps Ralph Meeker can write down 
for you. Secretary made acquaintance of General Adams while in Col- 
orado, and communicated with him before it was known that you would 
be reached. You will, of course, assist him if he needs your aid or 
counsel. 

IJ. A. HAYT, 

Cominissioner. 



[Telegram.] 



Denver, Colo.^ October 17, 1879. 

To Commissioner Indian Affairs, 

Washington, D. C; 

The governor and'leading citizens here unanimously affirm the In- 
dians must be removed from the State or exterminated by State if not 
by Federal force. Confidence, they say, can never be restored, and it 
is only a question whether the result shall be attained at once or by 
slow and tedious warfare. Will reach Alamosa to-morrow, in company 
with young Meeker. The importance of this question suggests care- 
fully taken and comprehensive data. Had I not better take a steno- 
grapher with me ? 

POLLOCK, Inspector. 



[Telegram.] 



Los PiNOS, Colo., 

October 23, 1879. 

To C03IMISSI0NER INDIAN AFFAIRS, 

Washington, D, C: 

Courier just arrived bearing message from General Adams dated 21st. 
Says that just after leaving Adams he was overtaken by an Indian who 
informed him the soldiers were cutting roads and advancing on that 
portion of White River Indians camped on Grand River 5 that another 
fight had conlmenced ; that Indians desire peace, but would contest iThe 
advance of soldiers. Ouray, who is advised of every movement, says 
propositions have been made by the Uintah and Shoshones to aid in 

S. Ex. 31 11 
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preventing advance of soldiers. Other advice will doubtless be re- 
ceived before morning, and if fighting continues Ouray and myself 
will start to the front to-morrow, and try to prevent further bloodshed. 

POLLOCK, Inspector. 



[Telegram.] 



Los PiNOS, Colo., 

October 25, 1879. 

To Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 

Washington^ D. C: 

The captives, Mrs. and Miss Meeker, Mrs. Price, and two childaen, ar- 
rived last night in charge of Major Shennon, agency clerk, and Mr. 
Cline. Sleep at Ouray's house, and go east to day. They are in good 
health considering the hardships endured. Have taken their state- 
ments in detail. No books or papers were saved. They brought away 
only the clothes they wore ; their private funds, amounting to thirty 
dollars, were taken. Adams expected here to-morrow. Nervousness 
apparent here yet; peace prevails 5 saltpeter could not save this coun- 
try but for the counsel of Ouray. 

POLLOCK, Inspector. 



(Civ., Colorado.) 

Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

Washington^ October 29, 1879. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit herewith copies of two letters 
from United States Agent H. F. Page, of the Southern Ute Agency, 
dated 15th and 19th instant, respectively, relative to the couditiou and 
attitude of the TJtes of that agency, and copy of a telegram, dated 23d 
instant, from United States Inspector W. J. Pollock, relative to difficul- 
ties with White Eiver Utes and the course pursued by Chief Ouray and 
himself. 

I respectfully recommend a reference of these i^apers to the War De- 
partment for its information. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. A. HAYT, 

Commissioner. 

The Hon. Secretary of tue Interior. 



(Civ., Colorado, p. 1085-79.) 

Department of the Interior, 
Office of Indian Affairs, 

Washington^ October 28, 1879. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit herewith copy of a telegram, dated 
2 4th instant, from United States Indian Inspector W. J. Pollock, giving 
an account of an interview had by him with the Ute chief Ouray rel- 
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adve to the cause of the hostilities on the part of the White River Utes, 
aud the measures to be adopted to prevent further difficulties, and re- 
spectfully recommend that the same be transmitted to the War Depart- 
iDent for its information. 

Very respectfully, your o'bedient servant, 

E. A. HAYT, 



Commissioner. 



The Hon. Secretary of the Interior. 



[Telegram.] 



Office of Indian Affairs, 
Washington, D. C, October 13, 1879. 

To W. J. Pollock, Winnebago Agency, via Sioux City, Iowa : 

Proceed immediately to Los Pinos Agency. Lose no time. Instruc- 
tions will be telegraphed to you at Del Norte, Colo. Acknowledge re- 
ceipt of this and telegraph when you will start. Will telegraph to rail- 
road to furnish you pass. 

£. A. HAYT, 

Commissioner. 



[Telegram.] 

Los PiNOS, Colo., October 21, 1879. 
To Hon, Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 

Washington, Z>. C. : 

Arrived 2 p. m. Everything quiet at present. Had talk with Ouray 
aud with two couriers just from hostile camp, 15 miles this side of 
Cxrand River, about half way between here aud White River Agency. 
Mrs. and Miss Meeker, Mrs. Price, and her two children, are prisoners in 
Johuson's camp. Courier met Adams last night, one day's march from 
hostile camp. Ouray believes prisoners will be delivered to Adams. 
At Thoruburgh massacre 23 Indians killed aud 2 wounded. After 
Thornburgh fight, Indians, knowing of Merritt's approach, made prepa- 
rations for great battle, and on latter's arrival were on the eve of at- 
tacking, when they received orders Irom Chief Ouray to cease fighting 
and retire, which they did. Will await here return of Adams, when 
lodians expect great council, results of which cannot be foreseen. 

POLLOCK, Imp, 



[Telegram, via Alaiujsa, Colo., October 21, dated .Sjiitheru Ute Agency. (5 a. m., October 
16, HTU. Received at Department Interior October 21. 2.45.] 

To Hayt, Indian Commissioner, Washington, D. C. : 

Have held Southern Utes. Have full control of them. I go at once 
with Ignacio, Ogula, Cauache, Xarragui, chief of renegade Utes, aud 
tea other principal Indians, to meet Cxeueral Ilateh, with assurances of 
peace. Particulars mailed. 

PAGE, Agent. 
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[Via Alamosa, Colo., 2C, dated Southern Ute Agency, October 19, 1879. Received at 

Department Interior October ih, 12.40.] 

To Hayt, Indian Commissioner, Washington^ D. C ; 

Arrived at agency last uigbt with iDdiaus from Fort Lewis. ludiatm 
conducting well. 

PAGE, Agent 



United States Indian Service, 

Southern Ute Agency, 

October 19, 1879. 

Sir: 1 arrived at agency la«t nigbt with Indians from couucil with 
General Hatch at Fort Lewis, of which I sent you telegram. 
To-morrow will commence the issue of annuity goods. 
Think some of the young bucks have stolen away and gone to join 
the White Rivers; will know positively tomorrow and next day. 

My regular reports are unavoidably delayed, my whole time being 
spent in eiforts to keep the Indians under control. 

I still expect to keep the Southern Utes on the reserve and out of the 
fight. 

Very respectfullv, 

HENKY PAGE, 
United States Indian Agent, 
Hon. E. A. IIayt, 

Ind ia w Co m m iss io ner. 



[Telegram, dated Fort LewiH, Colo., October 18, 1879. Received at Department ol the 

Interior OctoLj>er 21, 2.20 p. m.] 

To Hayt, Indian Commissioner, Washingt&tii^ D. C\ : 

Arrived at Fort Lewis yesterday, with 20 Utea, Chiefs and headmen 
held council with General Hatch. They assared bim they desired to re- 
main at peace. I return to agency at once with thehi. 

PAGE, Agent. 



[Telegram.] 

Bunker Hill, Colo., 

October 19, 1879. 

To C03IMISS10NER INDIAN AFFAIRS, 

Washington, V. C» : 

Passed Del Norte just before daylight this morning; expect to reach 
agency tomorrow. 

POLLOCK, Inspector. 



[Telegraiu, received in Wa»biDgtou October 21, 1879.] 

Los PiNOs, Colo., 

October 18, 1879. 
Carl Schurz, 

Secretary of the Interior, Washington, D. C ; 

Arrived last night at Ouray's camp, and now make preparations to go 
to the cawp of Douglass, between Grand and Gunnison Bivers, with 
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»scort of Indiaus, to secure the captive women and children, who, I have 
L^su ranees, are safe and will be delivered. Troops shoald not proceed 
jouth from White River meanwhile, as I believe that your conditions to 
i^cure peace will be complied with. Xone of the Southern and only a 
irt of the White River Utes have been engaged in the trouble, and all 
mors of the depredations off the reservation are untrue, except the 
:i x-iving off of horses from Bear River, and this before Ouray's order to 
5^5ise lighting was received. Ouray has perfect control of his own peo- 
i>l«, and the White River Ctes are in constant communication with him. 
A.11 desire peace. I expect, to return here in six days with the women 
aod children. 

CHARLES ADAMS, 

Special Agent. 



United States Indian Service, 

Southern Ute Agency, Colorado, 

October 15, 1879. 

Sir: I start to-morrow morning, the 16th, for Fort Lewis, 50 miles 
east, on horseback, accompanied by Chief Ignacio, lagula, chief of 
3Iuaches, Narraguinsup, chief of Kennagaches, and ten other chiefs and 
headmen, to meet General Htitch, U. S. A., commanding district, for the 
purpose of allowing the Indians an opportunity to give him assurances 
of their good behavior. 
I expect to be absent from the agency four days. 
All is quiet and orderly here. The Indians are under perfect control. 
The danger of an attack seems to have passed. I have not called for 
•oiilitarv assistance for the agencv. 
Very respecttullv, 

HEyRY PAGE, 
United States Indian Agent, 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian A fairs. 



[Telegram.] 

October 13, 1879. 

To Stanley, Los Pinos^ via Del Xorte, Colo, : 

Have ordered Inspector Pollock to your agency, to confer with Ouray 
and other chiefs in the interests of peace. He will probably reach you 
within a week. 

E. A. IIAYT, 

Commissioner, 



[Telegram.] 

Los Pinos, Colo., October 21, 1879. 

To C0M3IISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 

Washington^ I), C: 
Since telegram yesterday have had longcontideutlaluvVk^'vXXiOwx'vs. 
He says no white wau had been killed, nor bad luv\'\aw§> m^\\c\<i\v^'vaX«^- 
tJouSf antil after approach of military upon tVieVr cowwl^'S *, Wi^\»\i^'va^^ 
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ThorDbargh eogagemeDt one of bis nepbews aud aootber peaeeable In- 
dian were killed by soldiers; tbat if military are witbdrawn tbere will 
be no more bloodshed ; tbat Wbite River Indians are in close com- 
mnnlcation ^itb Utab Utes, Eastern Sboshones, Nortbern Arapahoes, 
and others, who have heretofore agreed to share their fate, and are now 
ready to aid in opposing advance of troops. He expresses fears of 
general Indian war unless military are withdrawn, and for bis own 
safety shcnld it become known be communicated plans of Indians. 

POLLOCK, Inspector. 



[Telegram.] 



Office of Indian Affairs, 
Washington^ D. C, October 26, 1879. 

To Pollock, Inspector^ Los Fhios^ via Del Norte^ Colo.: 

The fight you refer to is reported by Adams as accidental encounter 
between Indians and banting party. Adams reports hopeful. He will 
return to Los Pinos by 30tb. Troops do not advance. Keep me well 
advised. 

E. A. HAYT, 

Commissioner. 



United States Indian Service, 
Los Pinos Indian Agency, Colorado, 

October 16, 1879. 

Sir : There has been no fighting since Sunday, the 5th, when Oura^s 
ortler reached the Indians, through the hands of employ^ J. W. Brady 
and his escort of Indians. Neither have tbere been any depredations 
committed, tbat we can learn of, by any Indian here or elsewhere. 

None of the Southern Utes, none of tbe Uncomi)abgre or my Utes, 
and only a part of the White Iliver Utes, led by Captain Jack, took part 
in the fight at White Kiver, as I learn it from the Utes bere, and 1 be 
lieve what they say. If we should take the statements of what news- 
papers here say (find a few more samples inclosed), and especially tbe 
Denver Tribune, one would suppose that every Ute on tbe reservation 
was on the warpath, and halt of the people in Colorado murdered and 
their property destroyed by fire and stolen by the Utes. In justice to 
Sapavenaro, the third chief in command of all of the Utes, 1 wish to 
say .that he is a gentleman compared to his traducers, and was not in tbe 
White Kiver fight, as published, but was here in this vicinity at tbe 
time of the fight and headed the Brady escort to that place in the inter- 
est of peace and humanity, and that all the Indians came away from 
the battle-field with him when he returned to this place, and is yet a 
gentleman and an advocate of peace and good feeling and friendship 
between the white man and the Utes. If the American people were all 
as honest and conscientious as Sapavenaro there would be no trouble 
with the Indians anywhere, and we, indeed, could be truthfully called 
a Cbristian people. 

Everything is quiet here; even the whites are getting ashamed of 
themselves and becoming rational, and, therefore, no danger threatens 
j'n tbe near future. If the soldiers are withdrawn and a man placed ia 
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• 

charge who has sufficient discrimination to know how to deal with the 
White River Utes as a band of children, which they are, there need be 
no trouble with them, at least no serious trouble. 

I am not speaking in a reflective nor a suggestive sense, but simply 
aim to give the Indian character and disposition as I have learned them 
by studying my Utes since here. 

I hope and trust the Indian Department at Washington will use every 
influence to see that the Utes have a fair hearing in this matter, that the 
world may know who is to blame, the Utes or the cormorants surround- 
ing them. I am absolutely disgusted at the conduct of the white peo- 
ple, and am not at all surprised that the Indians do occasionally turn 
upon the traducers and robbers of their rights. The worm will squirm 
when tread upon and the noble horse defend himself when goaded to 
desperation, and wh^- not an Indian, one of God's people, who is covered 
by the same Divine mantle of charity that enrobes the whites, and who 
aie as devout worshippers in their simple way at the seat of justice and 
mercy as the white man, with none of the white man's hypocrisy and 
studied cant. 

Respectfully, 

W. M. STANLEY, 
United States Indian Agent, 
Hon. E. A. IlAYT, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs^ Washington^ D. C 



Uintah Valley Agency, Utah, 

October 19, 1879. 

SiE: I have the honor and pleasure to inform the department that 
nearly all of our Indians are on the reservation and exceedingly well 
disposed. I have perfect confidence that i can keep them, as they have 
expressed the utmost confidence in me. They have been very much ex- 
cited and frightened, but are now calm. I told them I would stay here 
and protect them and their property. They have been pleased to say 
many kind things to me and praise what they call my bravery. 

Of course we have all been very anxious and at times excited. I have 
not, however, at any time felt afraid. Had I manifested fear, I could 
have scared all my Indians into the mountains. They are about equally 
afraid of soldiers and bad Indians. Some time after the first news from 
White Elver, I sent two of my Indians to learn the situation either from 
Indians or soldiers. They saw the agent's daughter and also Douglass. 
The former sent the inclosed note, which will explain itself. Douglass 
fient assurances that he would not come to Uintah, saying Tabby was 
lisfnend, and Critchlow was a good man and took care of Tabby and 
iis Indians. I believe that if Douglass could have had his way there 
^ould have been no fighting, nor would the agent have been killed. 
% Indians lead me to believe that he wanted to stop fighting, and 
^ould give up the white women and children, but the other chiefs would 
Bot permit it. 

Feeling very anxious to do all I could to rescue those women, I sent 
one of my employes with another man, who volunteered to go, and two 
Indians, with a letter to any ofiicer they might meet, and also a letter 
to Chief Douglass, with whom I am well acquainted, desiring him and 
appealing to him by every motive I could use, to have the women spared 
^ndsentback, telling him that I knew he was too brave to hurt or to 
J^low others to hurt women and children, and that I would do all I could 
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to help him out of his trouble. I have some hope, if they see him, that 
my appeal will not be entirely in vain, if Douglass can control, which I 
very much doubt. I received departmient telegram of the 9th, via Salt 
Lake, by the last mail. I have learned through my Indians that four 
or five of ours have joined the White Eiver Utes. My Indians keep me 
informed as to the whereabouts of all and assure me they will tell all, 
and truly I have confidence in them, and it is barely possible that small 
bands may raid in this direction, but, as I told the Indians, I will " hold 
the fort." Governor Emory sent me word that, if I desired, he would 
send me 50 improved guns and ammunition for them. I would like, 
as I told him, to have 20, and Ashley people, who are '' forting up," 
would take the balance of the 50. It would give a little more confidence 
to the timid if we had them. They may be needed. We trust in God. 
He uses means and so should we. 

In haste, but very respectfullv, your obedient servant, 

J. J. CRITCHLOW, 
United States Indian Agent. 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs^ JVashington, D. C 



[Telegram.] 

October 9, 1879. 

Ceitchlow, Agent, 

Uintah Agency^ via Salt Lalxe City : 

Are all your Indians on your reservation ? Is there any indication of 
svmpathy with hostilities. 

E. A. HAYT, 

Commissioner. 



[lelegram.] 



October 24, 1879. 

Critchlow, 

Uintah Agency^ via Salt Lake City : 

Send me information as to the state of your Indians. Keep me fully 
advised. 

E. A. HAYT, 

Commissioner, 



Los PiNOs Indian Agency, 

October 2, 1879- 

To the officers in command and the soldiers at the White River Agency : 

Gentlemen: At the request of the chief of the Utes at this agenc>'^ 
I send by Jos. W. Bradj^ an emplo^i^, the inclosed order from Ohi^ 
Ouray to the Utes at the White liiver Agency. 

The head chiefs deplore the trouble existing at White Eiver, and ai^ 
anxious that no further fighting or bloodshed should take place, aii^ 
have commanded the Utes there to stop. I hope that you will secou*- 
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their efforts so far as you can, consistent witli your duties, under exist- 
ug commands. This much for humanity. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. M. STANLEY, 
United States Indian Agent, 



Los Finos Agency, Colorado, 
♦ * October 2, 1879. 

Mr. Henry Page, 

Indian Agent, Southern Ute Agency : 

Sir : Ouray requests that I should say to you, and you to the whites 
and Indians that tbey need not fear any danger from the trouble at White 
River. That he wants his people, the LTtes, to stay at home, and lend 
no hand or encouragement to the White River Utes; that the troubles 
there will all be over in a few days; that he has sent Sapenaro and others 
to White River to stop the trouble, and that outside interference will 
only tend to aggravate and will do no good. 
Very respectfully, 

W. M. STANLEY, 
United States Indian Agent. 



Los Pinos Agency, Colorado, 

October 2, 1879. 

To the chiefs, captains, headmen, and Utes at the White River Agency: 

You are hereby requested and commanded to cease hostilities against 
the whites, Injuring no innocent persons or any other farther than to 
protect your own lives and property from unlawful and unauthorized 
combinations of horse-thieves and desperadoes, as anything farther will 
ultimatelv end in disaster to all parties. 

OURAY, 
Read Chief Ute Nation. 



Los Pinos Agency, Colorado, 

October 2, 1879. 

Sir: I Lave the honor to inclose for your information a copy of the 
order from Chief Ouray to the White River Utes wired to you to day ; 
also a copy of the letter to the comuiandiug officer of the troops at that 
point, with a copy of the order inclosed. 

The letter was sent at the request of Ouray by Joseph W. Brady, an 
employ^ at this agency, accompanied by an escort of chiefs and Utes to 
the number of 15. Ouray's order was sent by a special runner. 

I also inclose a copy of a letter to the Southern Ute Agency, dis- 
patched in like manner. 

I am informed that the mail-carrier at White River was killed, and 
took the liberty of sending you the dispatch, as I believed you would 
get the news quicker than any other way. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. ]\I. STANLEY, 
United States Indian Agent. 
The C03IMISSI0NER OF Indian Affairs, 

Wash\ngt07i,D, C. 
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[Telegram.] 

Los PiNOS Agency, Colorado, 

October 26, 1879. 

To Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 

Washington, D C ; 

Ouray says five lodges of the Muache baud of Utes, who had beeu 
living on the Dry Cimarron, started about thirty days ago for Southern 
Ute Agency; were last ^een near Lareto Station, on Rio Grande Rail 
road; fears they have been killed by soldiers; if so. Southern Ute;^will 
seek revenge; will start for that agency at noon. 

POLLOCK, Inspector, 



[Telegram.] 



Pagosa Springs, Colorado, 

November 2, 1879. 

To Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 

Washington^ JJ. C, : 

Arrived here today from Southern Agency; quiet prevails there. 
They declared in council yesterday they had not and would not have 
anything to do with White River matters. Am suffering with rheuma- 
tism. Expect to reach Alamosa eight, thence to Denver for medical 
treatment. 

POLLOCK, Inspector, 



Alamosa, Colo», 

November 5, 1879. 

Sir: In regard to the Southern Ute Agency, I have the honor to re' 
port : 

The agent there is a man of experience and ability, and seems to be 
satisfactory to the Indians and to the people by whom he is surrounded. 
His accounts are far behind, on account, he says, of the Ute difficulties 
at White River occupying his time ; his cash-book is not and has not 
been written up in accordance with the circular recently issued on that 
subject, nor have sales to employes been made in accordance with the 
circular on that subject. Moreover, Indian blankets, etc., are used here 
by employes. In all these respects this agency and Los Pinos are alike. 

Beef-hides are sold and the proceeds expended for the " benefit of the 
Indians," not in accordance with any circular noiv in force to my knowl- 
edge. 

At this agency there are two wooden buildings — a warehouse and 
issue-house — and a combined cooking, eating, and sleeping house and 
office; also a small frail corral. 

The reservation occupied by the Southern Utes, as also by the Un- 
compahgre Utes, is a reservation only in name. Cattle by the thousand 
run on both. White men cross and recross them at will ; they are 
*' prospected" upon ; timber is cut therefrom, and coal burnt thereon; 
white men living near sell the Indians whisky and buy their annuities, 
seemingly without remedy, and these violations of law are not men- 
tioned by the press here, which says, *• the Utes must go," and that 
there is but 07ie side to the questiout ' 

Scarcely any of the Southern Utes wear clothing, and but few of the 



UTE INDIANS IN COLORADO. 171 

Uncompahgre Utes ; consequently most of the clothing sent there isr 
** swapped oif or given away. No farming whatever is done at the 
Southern, and only what Ouray does at the other, agency. To attempt 
to move the Southern Utes to the Navajoe will, in my judgment, result 
in war. 

Verv respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. J. POLLOCK, Inspector, 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Aftairs^ Washington, D. C\ 



[Telegram.] 



Alamosa, Colo., 
November 5, 1879. 
To Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 

Washington, D, C ; 

Arrived last night too late for telegraphing. Keceived your dispatcb 
of 1st instant. Am suffering with rheumatism. Will go to Denver to- 
morrow. Thence to Rosebud soon as possible. 

POLLOCK, 

Inspector, 



[Telegram, dated Deer Park, Md.l 

To Geo. M. Lockwood, 

Chief Clerk Interior Department, ' 

Washington, D, C. ; 

Inquire of Brooks whether Indian Bureau has any information from 
agent ; if there is none or confirmatory direct Brooks to telegraph, or 
telegraph in my name to Agent Meeker to make every effort to induce 
return of Indians absent from reservation, and if necessary to call upon 
nearest military post for immediate assistance. 

C. SCHURZ. 



Headquarters District of New Mexico, 

In the Field, Alamosa, Colo,, November 7, 1879. 

Sir : I have the honor to inform you that the commission will begin 
to take evidence on the 12th instant at Los Pinos Agency, and that I 
have so notified the members of the commission. 

If any instructions have been given to any of the commissioners not 
known to myself, which information should be in possession of all, I re- 
spectfully request a copy may be furnished me, mailed to Los Piuos. 
Agency. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

EDWARD HATCH, 
Colonel Xi7ith Cavalry and Brevet Major-General 

U, S, A,, Commissioner, 
Hon. Carl Schurz, 

Secretary of the Interior^ Washington, D, C. 
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[Tolegraiu.] 

Depautment of the Intbbiob, 

WaHliingtoHf November 8, 1879. 
(leueral CiiAttLE« Adams, 

Spf'cial Agent Loh Viaon Agency^ via Del Norte, Colo, : 

Agent Stanley inquires whether White Kiver Uteg, while coinmisHion 
in Hitting, are to l)e fed. My opinion in that they are entitled to nothing. 
They took 1,700 head of cattle from White River and deMtroye<l other 
HupplieH. The cattle may keep them alive for Home time. If want 
maiceH them feel what they have done, 8o much the better. I leave it, 
however, to the comniission to decide whether the f^rantin|( or withhold- 
ing of Hupplies will be bent calculated to make them surreiider the guilty 
and accede to other conditioim. Perhapn the alternative of Hupplien if 
they yield, or starvation if they don't, may have a strong effect. Com- 
municate the judgment of the commission on this point to Agent Stan- 
ley, who will act accordingly. Show this to Stanley as answer to his 
despatch. Keep in mind that according to treaty all those members of 
Ute tribe who commit hostilities against the government lose their 
treaty rights. Vour success is earnestly hoped for. 

C. SCUURZ, 

Secretary, 



UKXhilUAllTKliH DiHTUICT OF NEW MEXICO, 

In the Field, AnimaH City, Colo,^ October ^0, 1879. 

Sue : \ have the honor to acknowledge receipt of communication of 
20th, relative to contemplated movements of troops. My command is 
now sulllciently concentrated. The Wingate column (Colonel Buell) is 
in camp on the La Platte, 12 miles west; the main column ou the Ani- 
mas lilver. 

I have had no trouble in supplying the command, and, so far, at rea- 
sonable rate, not exceeding those ?iow paid at Fort Lewis ; though short 
of transportation, have employed very few teams. In tlie event of ft 
movement, should the Indian commissioners fail in negotiating an ar- 
rangenient, shall then be obliged to hire. Should Merritt advance, and 
culumn move by Del Xorte to the Uncompahgre, the Indians will be 
found in the Big liend of the Dolores, where they can subsist their ani- 
mals, and are well protected by the almost inaccessible cailons of the 
Grand and Dolores Rivers. This region is 50 miles from Los Piuos 
Agency, and 50 miles from La Platte River. My command is in posi- 
tion to reach that point earlier than the others, and should be pushed 
there at once, if the campaign opens. As this command will have but 
100 mounted men, it is advisable to add to it two additional compauien 
ot cavalr.v to make it effective for iield service. It is possible the hos- 
tiles will light this column; not probable they will form any serious re- 
sistance to Merritt^s 1,200 strong, and the (rarland column of 000. 

ft is estimated about tlie mines at Rico there are 2,000 people. A 
rough sketch of the region referred to inclosed, showing the probable 
route that will be taken by the liostiles, if they come south, as it will he 
impossible to cross the San Juan Mountains in December. This sketch 



UTE INDIANS IN COLORADO. 173 

shows the great Indian traili If tbe Indians are once driven south of 
Grand River, they will come south by this trail. 
Tery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

EDWARD HATCH, 
Colonel Sinih Cavalry^ Commanding. 

Acting Adjutant-General, Department of the Missouri, 
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, 

[Iiulorseineuts. J 

Headquarters Department of the Missouri, 

Fort Leavemcorihy November 4, 1879. 

Respectfully forwarded to the assistant adjutant-general. Military 
Division of the Missouri, for the information of the Lieutenant-Geiieral 
commanding. 

JXO. POPE, 
Brevet 2Iajor General^ Commanding, 

Headquarters Military Division of the Missouri, 

Chicago, Xovember 10, 1S79. 

Respectfully returned to the chief engineer of the division, who will 
procure a copy of the inclosed '* Drainage Map of Colorado,'' for file in 
this oflBce. 
By command of Lieutenant-Geueral Sheridan. 

WM. D. AYHIPPLE, 
Assistant Adjutant' General, 

Headquarters Military Division of the Missouri, 
Office Chief Engineer, Chicago, Illinois, November 11, 1879. 

Respectfully returned to the Assistant Adjutant-General, U. S. A., 
Headquarters Military Division of the Missouri. 

The inclosed " Drainage Map " is included in the "Atlas of Colorado,'^ 
(F.V. Hay den) issued by the Department of the Interior, a copy of 
vhich is in my oflBce. Application is made to-day for another copy, in 
accordance with lourth indorsement hereon. 

JAMES F. GREGORY, 
Captain of Engineers, ChieJ Engineer of the Division, 

Headquarters Military Division of the Missouri, 

Chicago, November 13, 1S79. 

Kespectfully forwarded to the Adjutant General of the Army. 

P. H. sheridaX 

Lieutenant-General, Cammanding. 
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Wae Depaetment, 
irflsAiH^fOJi, J). C, :Sutemher 21, 1879. 
Respectfully traDsuiilted to tbe Houorable Secretary of tbe luterk 
for bis ill format ion. 

G. W. McORAEY, 

Seeretari/ of War. 

Department of the Interior. 

Koreniber 22, 1879. 
Kespectfrtllv referred to tbe Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

GEO. M. LOCKWOOD. 

Chief Cleric. 



Fort Washakie, Wyo. 

yovember 1, 1879, 



Assistant Adjutant Gekeral, 

department of the Platte, Omaha, yebr.: 
In reply to your telegram of 29[h ultimo, i 



regard to reports c 
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Arapahoes binng engaged with Utes in fights at White Eiver, Agent 
Pation has just reported as follows : 

In reply to yonr request witbin. I have the honor to state that the matter referred 
to has received my earliest attentiou, and afer a long talk with the principal men of 
the Arapahoe tribe of Indians, I am thoroughly convinced the report does the Arapa- 
boes great injustice, as not one of their tribe was absent from their reservation at the 
time mentioned. Indian Inspector John McNeil, now here, reports to-day to Indian 
commissioner careful inquiry discovers that no Arapahoes were absent from reservatioa 
at time of Meeker's murder or have been since. 

I have and will continue to make every possible effort to trace and 
discover any small parties of Arapahoes that may have been absent, 
but have not discovered the slightest foundation for such reports, and 
fully concur in my belief with the above reports of the agent and in- 
spector. 

J. J. UPHAM, 

Commanding. 

Headquarters Department of the Platte, 

Assistant Adjutant General's Office, 

Fort Omahttj Xebr.^ November 3, 1879. 

Official copy respectfully furnished the assistant adjutant-general, 
United States Army, headquarters Military Division of the Missouri, 
for the information of the Lieuteuant-General commanding. 
By command and in the absence of Brigadier-General Crook. 

R. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 

[First indorsement.] 

Headquarters Military Division of the Missouri, 

Chicago^ November 6, 1879. 

Respectfully forwarded to the Adjutant-General of the Armv. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Lientenant'Oeneral Commanding, 



[Telegram.] 



Fort Leavenworth, Kans , 

November 5, 1879. 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 

Military Division of the Missouri^ Chicago, 111. : 

The following is reported for the information of the Lieuteaant-Gen- 
eral. 

JOHN POPE, 
Brevet MajorOeneral Commanding, 

Animas, Colo., via Alamosa^ Colo.^ Xovemher 4, 1879. 

Order received to report to commission. Have sent for Colonel Bnell. Will turn 
command of this column over to him. Leave on arrival to-morrow. Please send 
order to me at Alamosa under which Colonel Mackenzie assumed command Fort Gar- 
land and relieved the quartermaster and commissary on duty at that post. 

Indian runners arrived to-day. Say the ladians have had 27 killed, and desire 
peace. Ignacio and other chiefs, all now here, say they will do what they can to give 
ap the murderers at White River. 

HATCH, Colorado, 

Beceived at Alamosa and forwarded November 4, 1879. 

VALOIS, 
Acting Assistant Quartermaster. 
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[First indorsement.] 

Headquarters Military Division of the Missouri, 

Chicago^ November 6, 1879. 

Respectfully forwarded to the Adjutant-Geoeral of the Armv. 

P. P. SHERIDAN, 
Lieutenant'Oeneral Commanding. 

Missouri Division, 

November 6, 1879. 

LieuteuautGeneral Sheridan forwards copy of telegram from Gen- 
eral Pope, repeating one from Colonel Hatch, who has received orders 
to report to commissioner, and will turn over command of column to 
Colonel Buell. 

Runners say hostiles had 27 killed, and desire peace. Ignacio and 
other chiefs say they will do all they can to give up the White River 
murderers. 
OfiQcial copy. 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant- General. 
Adjutant-General's Office, 
Washington^ November 11, 1879. 

The Hon. Secretary of the Interior. 

War Department, 
Washington^ D. 0., November 11, 1879. 

Respectfully transmitted to the honorable the Secretary of the In- 
terior for his information. 

G. W. McCRARY, 

Secretary of War. 

Department of the Interior, 

November 13, 1879. 

Respectfully referred to the Commissioner of Indian Aifairs. 

R. JOSEPH, 
Acting Chief Clerk. 



[Telegram.] 



Fort Leavenworth, Kans., 

November 28, 1879. 

Assistant Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters Military Division of the Missouri^ Chicago, 111. : 

The following is repeated for the information of the Lieutenant-Gen- 
eral 

JOHN POPE, 
# Brevet Major- General, Commanding. 

Los Pings Agency, November 26, 1879. 

General Pope, 

Fort Leavenworth y Kans, : 

The White River Ufces have stampeded this morning upon report that troops had 
advanced to Uintah agency to make arrests. Until the Indians are assured this is not 
true all business comes to a standstill. 

HATCH, Colonel 



UTE I>JDIANS IN COLORADO. 177 

[Indorsement.] 

Hbadquabtees Military Division of the Missouri, 

Chicago, November 29, 1879. 

Kespectfally forwarded to the Adjutant-General of the Army. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Lieutenant General J Commanding. 



[Telegrnm.] 

FoBT Leavenworth, Kans., 

November 6, 1879. 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters Military Division of tlie Missouri, Chicago, III. : 

The following repeated for the information of the LleatenantGeneral. 

JOHN POPE, 
Brevet Major- Oeneral, Commanding. 

Alamosa, Colo., Xovember 5, 1879. 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Department op Missouri, 

Fort Leavenworth : 

Nothing in way of Indian news, bat may have omitted to state that, day I left, Ani- 
mas, chief of Soathem Utes, stated they woald not go to coancil at Los Pinos Agency, 
as requested by Oaray, nor have anything to do with White River troubles. 

HATCH, Colonel 
[First indorsement.] 

Headquarters Military Division of the Missouri, 

Chicago, November 7, 1879. 

Respectfully forwarded to the Adjutant-General of the Army. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Lieutenant- Oefieral Commanding. 

Missouri Division, November 7, 1879. 

Lieutenant-General Sheridan forwards telegram from General Pope,* 
reporting^nothing in the way of Indian news. Chief of Southern Utes 
stated they would not go to council at Los. Pinos, nor have anything to 
do with the White Eiver troubles. 

Official copy. 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant- General. 

Adjutant-General's Office, November 11, 1879. 
The Hon. Secretary of the Interior. 

War Department, 
Washington, D. C, November 11, 1879. 

Respectfully transmitted to the honorable the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior for his information. 

G. W. McCEARY, 

Secretary of War. 

Department' OF the Interior, 

November 13, 1879. 

Respectfully referred to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

R. JOSEPH, 
Acting Chief Clerk, 
8. Ex. 31 12 
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m^n-e' 



"is. 



Wak Department, 
Waakmgton, D. C, November 21, 1879. 
KespectfiiUy traDSmilted to the Houorable Secretary of the Interii 
lor bis iurormatioD. 

G. W. McCRAKY. 

Seeretary of ^^'ar. 

Department of the Interior, 

Xoveniber 22, 1379. 
KespectfHlly referred to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

GEO. M. LOCKWOOD, 

Chief Clerk. 



Fort Washakie, Wyo. 

November 1, 1879. 

Assistant Adjutant-General, 

Department of the Platte, Omaha, Nebr.: 
In reply to your telegram ot 29l\i u\t\mo, \vi tfc^aiA to reports 



UTE INDIANS IN COLORADO. 175 

Arapahoes being eogaged with Utes in figbts at White River, Agent 
Patton has just reported as follows : 

In reply to yonr request witbin, I have the honor to state that the matter referred 
to has received my earliest attention, and afer a lung talk with the principal men of 
the Arapahoe tribe of Indians, I am thoroughly convinced the report does the Arapa- 
hoes great iujastice, as not one of their tribe was absent from their reservation at the 
time mentioned. Indian Inspector John McNeil, now here, reports to-day to Indian 
commissioner careful inquiry discovers that no Arapahoes were absent from reservatioa 
at time of Meeker's murder or have been since. 

I have and will continue to make every possible effort to trace and 
discover any small parties of Arapahoes that may have been absent, 
but have not discovered the slightest foundation for such reports, and 
fully concur in my belief with the above reports of the agent and in- 
spector. 

J. J. UPHAM, 

Covvnanding, 

Headqcjaeters Department of the Platte, 

Assistant Adjutant General's Office, 

Fort Omaha, Nebr,, November 3, 1879. 

Official copy respectfully furnished the assistant adjutant-general, 
United States Army, headquarters Military Division of the Missouri, 
for the information of the Lieutenant-General commanding. 
By command and in the absence of Brigadier-General Crook. 

R. WILLIAMS, 
Assifttant Adjutant- OeneraL 

[First indorsement.] 

Headquarters Military Division of the Missouri, 

Chicago, November 6, 1879. 

Respectfully forwarded to the Adjutant-General of the Army. 

P. H. SUERIDAN, 
Lieutena nt- Oenera I Com ma nding. 



[Telegram.] 



Fort Leavenworth, Kans , 

November 5, 1879. 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 

Military Division of the Missouri, Chicago, 111, ; 

The following is reported for the information of the Lieutenant-Gen- 
cr&l 

JOHN POPE, 
Brevet Major-General Commanding, 

Animas, Colo., via Alamosa^ Colo.f Xovemher 4, 1879. 

Order received to report to commissiou. Have seut for Colonel Buell. Will turn 
command of this colunm over to him. Leave on arrival to-morrow. Please send 
order to me at Alamosa under which Colonel Mackenzie assumed command Fort Gar- 
land and relieved the quartermaster and commissarj- on duty at that post. 

Indian runners arrived to-day. Say the ladiaus have had 27 killed, and desire 
peace. Ignacio and other chiefs, all now here, say they will do what they can to give 
up the murderers at White River. 

HATCH, Colorado, 

fieceived at Alamosa and forwarded November 4, 1879. 

Acting AwlBlanit QuaT\wma%V<T 
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[First indorsement.] 

Headquarters Military Division of the Missouri, 

Chicago, November 6, 1879. 

Respectfully forwarded to the Adjatant-Geaeral of the Armv. 

P. P. SHERIDAN, 
Lieutenant'Qeneral Commanding, 

Missouri Division, 

November 6, 1879. 

Lieuteuant-General Sheridan forwards copy of telegram from Gen- 
eral Pope, repeating one from Colonel Hatch, who has received orders 
to report to commissioner, and will turn over command of column to 
Colonel Buell. 

Runners say hostiles had 27 killed, and desire peace. Igfnacio and 
other chiefs say they will do all they can to give up the White River 
murderers. 
OfiQcial copy. 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 

Adjittant-GeneraL 
Adjutant-General's Office, 
Washington, November 11, 1879. 

The Hon. Secretary of the Interior. 

War Department, 
Washington, D, 0., November 11, 1879. 

Respectfully transmitted to the honorable the Secretary of the In- 
terior for his information. 

G. W. McCRARY, 

Secretary of War, 

Department of the Interior, 

November 13, 1879. 

Respectfully referred to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

R. JOSEPH, 
Acting Chief Clerk, 



[Telegram.] 



Fort Leavenworth, Kans., 

November 28, 1879. 

Assistant Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters Military Division of the Missouri, Chicago, 111.: 

The following is repeated for the information of the Lieutenant-Gen- 
eral 

JOHN POPE, 
# Brevet Major-General, Commanding. 

Los Pings Agency, November 26, 1879. 

General Pope, 

Fort Leavenworth, Kans, : 

The White River Ufces have stampeded this morning ujion report that troops had 
advanced to Uintah agency to make arrests. Until the Indians are assured this is not 
true all business comes to a standstill. 

HATCH, Colonel 
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[Indorsement.] 

Hbadquaetees Military Division of the Missouri, 

Chicago^ November 29, 1879. 

Kespectfally forwarded to the Adjutant-General of the Army. 

P. H. SHBEIDAN, 
Lieutenant General^ Commanding. 



[Telegram.] 

Fort Leavenworth, Kans., 

Xovember 6, 1879. 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters Military Division of the Missouri^ Chica^fOj III.: 

The following repeated for the information of the Lientenant-General. 

JOHN POPE, 
Brevet MajorOeneraU Commanding, 

AxAMO:SA, CoLC, Xooember 5, 1879. 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Department of Missouri, 

Fort Leavenworth : 

Nothing in way of Indian news, bat may have omitted to state that, day I left, Ani- 
mas, chief of Soathem Utes, stated they would not go to coaocil at Los Pinos Agency, 
as requested by Ouray, nor have anything to do with White River troubles. 

HATCH, Colonel. 
[First indorsement.] 

Headquarters Military Division of the Missouri, 

Chicago^ November 7, 1879. 

Respectfully forwarded to the Adjutant-General of the Army. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Lieutenant- General Commanding. 

Missouri Division, November 7, 1879. 

Lieutenant-General Sheridan forwards telegram from General Pope,* 
reporting^nothing in the way of Indian news. Chief of Southern Utes 
stated they would not go to council at Los. Pinos, nor have anything to 
do with the White River troubles. 

Official copy. 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 

A dJH tant- General, 

Adjutant-General's Office, November 11, 1879. 
The Hon. Secretary of the Interior. 

War Department, 
Washington^ 1). C, November 11, 1879. 

Respectfully transmitted to the honorable the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior for his information. 

G. W. McCRARY, 

Secretary of War. 

Department' OF the Interior, 

November 13, 1879. 

^pectfully referred to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

R. JOSEPH, 
Acting Chief Clerk, 
S. Ex. 31 12 
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[Telegram.] 

CHiCAao, November 20, 1879. 

To General E. D. Townsend, 

WashingtoUy JD. C: 

The following telegram is forwarded for the information of the General 
of the Army. 

P. H. SHBRIDAIir, 

Lieutenant' Oeneral. 

Fort Leavenworth, November 19. 
Hatch telegraphs from Los PIdos on 17tb iDdians are becoming more reticent and 
show more temper, and evidently inclined to protect White River Utes. 

JOHN POPE, 
Brevet Major-General, Coinmanding. 

[Indorsement.] 

Official copy. 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant-General. 

War Department, 
WasMngton^ D. 0., November 22, 1879. 

EespectfuUy transmitted to the honorable the Secretary of the In- 
terior for his information. 

G. W. MoCEART, 

Secretary of War, 

Department of the Interior, 

November 28, 1879. 

Eespectftrlly referred to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

GEO. M. LOCKWOOD, 

Chief Clerk. 

[Indorsement.] 

War Department, 
'Washington^ D. C, November 22, 1879. 

Respectfully transmitted to the honorable the Secretary of the In- 
terior for his information. 

G. W. McCRART, 

Secretary of TTar. 

Department of the Interior, 

November 28, 1879. 

Respectfully referred to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

GEO. M. LOCKWOOD, 

Chief Cleric. 



White River Agency, Colorado, 

December 23, 1878. 

Sir : I have yours, December 4, 1878 (" Colorado M. 2152 "), stating 
that no further appropriation will be made for the construction of the 
irrigating ditch, for the reason that I failed to obtain the consent of the 
Indians to expend the $3,000 appropriated by Congress. Now, inas- 
much as the form in which their consent was to be obtained and presented 
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to yoa was not defined, and as it seems to me immaterial, I could not 
help believing that, if the representative portion themselves went to 
work — ^for not all could be employed — that this would be the best possi- 
ble evidence of their ^< consent ; " while if they made their marks and 
went off hunting such consent would be of comparatively little value. 
I did induce them to go to work to the number of twenty-five, which 
was all I could supply with tools, and they worked faithfully for thirty 
days, when they were broken off by freezing weather, which made 
further progress impossible. Further than this, these twenty-five were 
not insignificant men, but headmen, the principal one and leader being 
Douglas, the chief of all the White River Utes, and so acknowledged by 
all; and thus it was the '* administration" party. Particular evidence 
of their labor will be furnished at the close of the present quarter, in the 
receipts of these Indians for the cash paid them, amounting to $303, 
nearly one-fifth of the cost of the ditch to date. 

Now, I received from you Treasury warrant dated August 30, 1878, 
appropriating $1,000 for constructing irrigating ditch, which was in re- 
sponse to a statement of the case I previously made, that there are two 
parties, violently opposed to each other, and that whatever measure the 
government desires to carry out the other would oppose, and, conse* 
qnently, that nothing could be done toward securing unanimity, par* 
ticalarly where a step toward civilization was proposed, and they would 
be likely to agree only when the prospect should be favorable to the 
savage life, when they would crush government between them. I saw 
then that my only chance was to use one party, and securing the party 
in power, and the one having most brains, and now great prestige, their 
action and good-will should be recognized ; nor should the dissenting 
faction triumph. I now claim, and I think you will agree with me, that 
Donglas and his band should be considered as representative of all the 
rest, whether they agree with him or oppose him, and this because there 
is no other way to run any kind of government. 

The $1,000 having been received, I succeeded, after a long time, in 
gaining the de facto and de jure party, and with all confidence went for- 
ward. The dissenting party went off, maintaining their first position, 
that white men ought to dig the ditch and not the Indiana, for the money 
was theirs; and they even declare that they ought to have a part that 
was to be paid. When they were told they should not have a " nickel " 
unless they worked. Jack, the leader of the faction, or opposition, said 
if the Commissioner would send him a letter, telling him to work, he 
would put on his men and dig it ; which undobtedly he would do ; but 
in this case Douglas and his men would not touch a shovel. In such a 
case the dissenting party cannot count at all. 

The first half mile was through a forest, requiring immense labor. 
This was given to Mr. Lithgore, who brought an outfit from Bear Eiver; 
and having been paid a part out of the $1,000, there remains due him 
$431.50; Mr. Curtis, who put on a machine, and had charge of the In- 
dians, has $175.20 coming to him ; while the Indians have been paid ia 
fall, $303; making now $006.70 due, for which I respectfully ask an 
appropriation. Getting this, I shall need no more of the $3,000, since 
the ditch, as now completed, will water at least one thousand acres of 
land; and I do not hesitate to affirm the cost per acre is less than un- 
der any irrigating course in Colorado. After the 1,000 acres is in culti- 
vation the ditch can be extended by Indian labor ; indeed, they propose 
to finish it next spring. 

I have met with great difficulties in attaining the object of getting 
land ready for cultivation next spring, and on their account I lost two 
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months valuable time, when plows should have been running. Still 
we have a fair breadth broken ; and I hope that, from the statement 
made, you will see fit to authorize the steps I took by recognizing Doug- 
las and his party of working Indians as the representatives of the Utes. 
KespectfuUy, vours, 

K C. MEEKEE, 

Indian Agent 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington^ D. C. 



White Kivek Agency, Colorado, 

December 23^1%!^. 

Sir: Having received funds from you for this quarter, and having 
made a request of you last week (16th) to purchase certain agricultural 
implements in Chicago, I now find that I have on hand money to pur- 
chase the same, authority having been previously granted, and there- 
fore no response to that request of 16th instant would seem necessary. 
If, however, you have a purchasing agent in Chicago, I would like it if 
he could buy the goods, and in this respect I wish a reply. 

Kow we need a heavy four-inch wagon for hauling logs and other 
like things. All the wagons here are either light or old and the only 
heavy wagon (never on the property roll, I understand) is almost ready 
to drop down ; still it is used, and we have nothing for lumbering pur- 
poses that can be depended upon. As I am not quite certain whether 
such a wagon can be called an "agricultural implement," I ask an ap- 
propriation not to exceed one hundred and fifty dollars to buy the same. 
Eespectfully, yours, 

K. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent, 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs^ Washington^ D. C. 



White River Agency, Colorado, 

January 20, 1879. 

Sir: I write.to you to say in regard to grist and saw-mill, and the 
plan of combination makes it necessary to move the saw-mill, but a dif- 
ficulty arises in the fact that we have no wagon strong enough to hold 
up the boiler. I have asked of you authority to purchase a suitable 
wagon, and hope a favorable response, for without it nothing can be- 
done. I dislike to ask for so many things as I am doing, but it must be 
considered that I am starting almost anew, and that much of old stock: 
and material are decayed. To put several hundred acres of land in cul- 
tivation requires quite an outlay in implements, and always and every- 
where this purchase presents the greatest obstacle to successful agri- 
culture. 

Respectfully, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent. 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs^ Washington, D. 0. . 



UTE INDIANS IN COLORADO. 1^5 

White Kiver Agency, Colorado, 

February 3, 1879. 

Sir: I have yours January 20, 1879, "A ;" Colorado, " M. 2413'^ 1878, 
in reply to min€ of December 2, 1878, in regard to furnishing wagons to 
Indians in exchange for horses, and I agree with you that difficulties 
might arise. My suggestion arose in wanting the Indians to pay some- 
thing for wagons, but it is likely such an arrangement would work 
better after we progress further, for now we are only beginning. 1 wish 
therefore you could furnish, say — 

32Jinch light 2horse wagons, costing in Chicago $70 each. . $210 00 
3 sets double harness, $35 each ^ 115 00 

325 00 

I write in another letter of this date, that one Indian, Johnson, is 
aDxions for a wagon, that we are breaking a span of horses for him, and 
that I shall loan him a wagon. Douglas, the chief, also needs one, and 
Bhoald have it; also several others. I think could make great headway 
if I could supply them. 

In this connection I would refer you to my letter December 16, 1878, 
being a request for one dozen 1-horse turning and shovel plows; one 
harrow (Thomas), and 1 dozen gears or plow harness (collar, hames, 
bridle, and draw chains), which we badly need for our own and Indians, 
lue next season, costing less than $300. I hope there will be no failure 
in providing funds for these in this quarter's remittance ; and also 
provide for the wagons. 

These things cannot well be bought elsewhere than in Chicago, and 
I can order them, or would prefer they be bought by your purchasing 
agent, if you have one there. 
Respectfully, 

:^^. C. MEEKEE, 

Indian Agent. 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs^ Washington^ D. G. 



(F. Colorado. M. 307. 1879.) 

Department of the Interior, 
Office of Indian Affairs, 

February 18, 1879. 

SiE: Your letter dated 3d instant, requesting to be authorized to pur- 
chase wagons, harness, plows, and a harrow was received, and you are 
advised that on the 5th proximo a special awarding of contracts will be 
made in New York City, at which time there will be bought for your 
agency 33 1-4 inch wagons, 1 log wagon, 24 sets harness, 30 plows and 
1 barrow, and that the same will be shipped as soon thereafter as prac- 
ticable. 

Very respectfully, 

E. J. BEOOKS, 

Acting Commissioner. 
X 0. Meeker, 

Indian Agent^ White River Agency, Colorado. 
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tbe saddle all day loug and in the active work of rounding: the cattle, 
which of necessity are half wild ; the horses are put to their best speed ; 
frequently the ground is broken ; and in such case the rider must be se- 
cure of his seat, or both horse and rider are liable to serious accident. 
There are but three saddles on the property roll of this agency, 
a number wholly inadequate, with the 1,500 or 1,600 head of cattle 
scattered over a range of 30 miles, and I feel that I must ask, though 
reluctantly, for authority to purchase three California saddles in Denver, 
at a cost not to exceed $40 each, a total of $120. 
Eespectfully, 

K. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent. 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C, 



F. Colorado, M— 157, 1879. 

* 

Department of the Inteeiob, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 
Washington, January 27, 1879. 

Sir : In reply to your letter of the 13th instant, I have to say that it 
is not deemed expedient to authorize you to purchase three saddles, 
costing $40 each, and that you will have to use the four sent you from 
]^ew York, instead of issuing them to the Indians, a^ you suggest. 
Very respectfully, 

E. A. HAYT, 
Commissioner. 
N. C. Mbeicer, 

United States Indian Agent, White River Agency, Colo. 



White Eiver Agency, Colorado, 

January 13, 1879. 

Sir : I have this day sent to the Treasury of the United States, 
through the First National Bank of Denver, the sum of 153.31, the 
same being proceeds of sales of subsistence to employes at this agency 
for the fourth quarter of 1878. x 

Eespectfully, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent. 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C. 



White River Agency, Colorado, 

January 13, 1879. 

Sir : I beg leave to call your attention to the fact that if I should 
succeed, as I think I certainly shall, in getting the Indians to engage in 
agriculture, and by this means more and more keep them close to the 
agency, the fine herd of cattle, now numbering about 1,500 head, will, 
'*n the course of two years, almost wholly disappear. Even now, with 
^ a part of the Indians here, though more than formerly, the slau'gh- 
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teriDg of cattle is nearly np to tbe increase ; and yet tbe amount of beef 

ismied is, on tbe average, fally 20 per cent, less tban tbey are allowed. 

That they get along witb this short ration is undoubtedly owing to the 

excellent quality of the beef. We never slaughter any but full-grown 

steers in prime order, but the supply of these is running down fearfully, 

and it must be manifest that when these are gone, as they quickly would 

be upon the accession of any considerably greater number of Indians, 

we should be obliged to butcher two-year olds, and then yearlings, then 

cows, when the increase would be cut o£P, and the herd would disappear. 

I know that these Indians have n\ore and better beef than the same 

average number of white people have anywhere, whether in Europe or 

in America, and more than can possibly be supplied to white people, 

and these Indians have more, too, than they deserve; but if, as seems 

to be the case. Government intends to supply them, I conceive it my 

duty to advise you as to the best method of keeping up their supply. 

!N^ow, I think it certain that double the amount of beef now issued 

^11 be absolutely required before eighteen months are passed; and 

that the demand may be most economically met, not less than three 

hundred stock cattle should be purchased, and put on some range by 

itself down the river. Stock cattle includes a proper proportion of cows, 

calves, two ^and three year olds, which are bought at so much a head, 

all under yearlings being thr6wn in, and the usual price for common 

grades is from $16 to $22 a head. Therefore the cost of 300 head would 

be about $6,000. With this addition, and nothing less would answer, the 

steers would be added to those we have, and the two-year olds would 

soon come on so that the business would keep running. 

This lot of 300 should include cattle of a higher grade, so as to keep 
up tbe present grade. 

I want to get a start of hogs next year, and I mean to have all the 
families who go to farming keep poultry; and besides having plenty of 
vegetables, the beef ration can be cut down, perhaps one-half, as it 
onght to be and must be, if we are to have any civilization. Now, this 
is the situation of affairs, and I await your action. 
Eespectfully yours, 

K C. MEEKEE, 

Indian Ageftt 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Afairs^ Washington^ D. C. 



White Rivee Agency, Coloeado, 

January 20, 1879. 

SiE : I have been corresponding with S. S. Kennedy & Co., Greeley, 
Colo., in regard to our grist-mill, because I knew the parties, that they 
noderstood their business, having been remarkably successful. As 
they made the inquiries agreeably to my request, I send you the re- 
sponse of Messrs. Todd & Co., Saint Louis, Mo., and I judge the prices 
are fully as low as if it had been known the mill was for the gov- 
ernment. The proposition is for a mill that will grind two barrels 
^ of flour an hour, and will cost a total of $794.45, while the weight will 
' be about 7,200 pounds. To this must be added the damping apparatus, 
costing perhaps $100 more, for, on account of the extreme dryness of 
this idimate, it is impossible to make decent flour unless from a pint to 
a quart of water is added to each bushel of wbeat, ^mc.^^ ^V0siQV5X.\\i^\\» 
will all chop together. 
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for seed. The bulk is for feed ; or add " and feed," so as to read, "for 
seed and feed." 

p I shall proceed immediately to purchase the three span of mules and 
the grain, and I am in doubt whether the $1,000 appropriated is to be 
deposited in First National Bank, Denver, or how I am to draw it 
Please advise mo. 
Respectful! V, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent 
Hon. E. A. IlAYT, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs j Wasliingtonj D, C. 



(F, Colorado, M— 429— '79.) 

Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

March 1, 1879. 

Sir: Your letter dated 17th ultimo is received, and you are informed 
that the authority granted in office letter of the 3d ultimo is so far 
amended as to permit you to use the grain to be purchased either for 
seed or feed. 

You will include in your next estimate of funds a request for the 
$L,000 authorized in above-mentioned office-letter to be expended, re- 
ferring to this letter by date as your authority for so doing. ' | 
Respectfully, 

B. A. HAYT, 

Commissioner, 
N. 0. Meeker, 

Indian Agent, ^Yhite River Agency, ColoYado. 



(F, Colorado.) 

Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

February 26, 1879. 

Sir : You are again requested to make up from the agency recoj 
and forward at once the supply report for week ending May II, 185 
This report covers the last week of Ex- Agent Danforth's administratil 
of the affairs of the agency. There must be a retained copy of said i 
port among the agency files, from which you can obtain the informati( 
called for. But one copy of such report is required for the use of t1 

office. 

Very respectfully, 

E. J. BROOKS, 

Acting Commissioner^: 
N. 0. Meeker, 

United States Indian Agents White River Agency, Colorado. 



White River Agency, Colorado, 

March 3, 1879. '{ 

Sir: I have yours, 18th ultimo, (" F. Colorado, M. 307-79,") in whid 
you advise me that contracts will be made in New York City, 5th pw"^ 
imo, for buying for this agency 33-inch wagons, 1 log wagon, 24 m 



UTE INDIANS IN COLORADO. 195 

harness, 30 plows, and 1 harrow. To this I liavo to say that only steel 
plows should be bought, as Ctist-iron Eastern plows will not scour and 
therefore will be useless; that the wagons should be made to stand this 
dry climate, which those made for eastern markets will not do. These 
articles are^best purchased in Chicago. Theharrow should be Thomas's 
smoothing harrow. 

I shall want all these things, even in a few mouths, for there are 
plenty Indians, mostly young men, refidy to go to work at farming this 
seasou. 

Eespectfullv, 

N. 0. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent. 
Hon. E. A. Uayt, 

Commissioner Indian Affairs^ Washiyigton, D, C. 



White River Agency, Colorado, 

March 10, 1879. 

Sib : I note that in statement of funds remitted for first quarter, 1879, 
January 10, 1879, you include the pay of herder and Indian assistant 
herder, in the sum allowed for regularly authorized employds, under 
head of* pay of employes." Now, hitherto the funds for the payment 
I of herder and Indian assistants have been kept under separate heads, 
yiz, ** iSubsistence pay of herder and Indian assistants^" and I wish to 
know if you wish the two accounts to be consolidated or kept separate. 
If the accounts are to be consolidated how am I to have the account at 
the bank arranged, since there wasabalance at thebeginning of the quar- 
ter to the credit of "subsistence, <&c.," of $105. Until I hear from you 
farther the account will be divided as hitherto. 
Bespecttully, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissianer of Indian Affairs^ Washington^ D. G. 



(u F."— Colorado— M— 550-79.) 

Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

March 20, 1879. 

SiB: lu reply to your letter of the 10th instant relative to an amount 
lemitted to you per tabular statement for first quarter, 1879, for pay of 
keider and Indian assistant herder to be paid from the '^ subsistence 
fiind," under treaty with the Utes, I have to advise you that the sub- 
ttstence amount should be kept separate from funds under sub-head 
"Pay of employes" in making up your accounts. 
Very respectfully, 

E. A. DAYT, 

Commissioner, 
N. G. Meekbb, Esq., 

United States. Indian Agent, }Vhiie Eivcr Agency^ Colo. 
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White River Agency, Colorado, 

March 17, 1879. 

Sir: Id yours February 18, (F. Colorado, M. 307-79,) you state tl 
three wagons and tweuty-four harness, as well as other things will 
purchased in New York tor this agency, and I wish particularly to 
that inasmuch as I had asked for plow harness, it is important thatfi 
should not be of this kind, but that there should be three sets of 
double harness to go with the three wagons, as they are, I suppose, 
the Indians; perhaps they might all be double harness— that is, tweh 
sets, equal to twenty-four, for they can be used also for plow harness 
taking off the breeching. 
Kespectfully yours, 

K C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent 
Hon. E. A. IlAYT, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington^ D. C. 



White River Agency, Colorado, 

March 17, 1879. 

Sir: Inclosed I send you two specimens of paper flour sacks; 
smaller is one of a lot purchased in New York, January 8, 1879, of 
inson, Lloyd & Co, 1,000 of 2,000 having been received, and ou exj 
nation they are found to be 20 pounds instead of 25 pounds as bill 

The pencil mark "B 2 <!25)> is," as appearing when received at 

agency. This lot of 1,000 was "packed in" ; the remainder are on Sni 
River. Practically, these 20-pound sacks are no better than lOpoQi 
because, being of poor quality, they cannot be handled readily, and 
cause two sacks are required to hold 20 pounds of flour. Our habit 
to have the Indians empty the paper sacks into cloth sacks which thi 
bring, and if the paper sacks are large and strong enough they can 
used several times, so that there is great economy in having good 
pound sacks. The larger sack inclosed is such as we should have ; 
has been used twice and could be used twice more. 
Respectfully, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian AgenU^^ 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs^ Washingtouy D, C. 



White River Agekcy, Colorado, 

March 17, 1871 
Sir : I ask your authorit^^ for having purchased and for now payl 
for 200 25 pound paper sacks, received from James France, Rawlins, Wi 
January 18, 1869. The case was one of great exigency, as I was enti 
ly out and had to use quite small sacks, and in carrying which the i 
dians not infrequently lost their flour ; and said sacks were packed 
through deep snow, in the dead of winter. 
Respectfully, 

K C. MEEKER, 
Indian Agent. 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs] Washington^ B. 0. 
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f White Rivee Agency, Colorado, 

I March, 17, 1879. 

I,. 8iB : I woald ask yoar authority for tho paymeut of one firiug-bolt 
[wlered by Ex-Agent Danfortb, April 29, 1878, amonuting to the sum of 
4L50; also for the payment of 18 sections for Bucky mowing-machine, 
Itorofaase made Jaly 2, 1878, $k50. The firing-bolt belonged to the 
llgency rifle, used in batcheriug weekly, and was indispensable ; and the 
Mwin^-machine parts being worn out had to be immediately supplied. 
) Kespectfullv, 

N. C. MEEKER, 
Indian Agent. 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington D, C, 



Department of the Interior, 
Office of Indian Affairs, 

April 10, 1879. 

Sir: Acknowledging the receipt of your two letters dated the 17th 
vltimo, in one of which you ask the approval of exigency purchase to 
extent of $6, and in the letter reporting a similar purchase of 200 25- 
nd paper sacks, you are advised that your action in making the 
ihase first named has been approved by the honorable the Secretary 
the Interior; but inasmuch as you did not state the cost of said sacks 
request for the approval of their purchase cannot be granted until 
information is supplied. 
Very respectfully, 

E. A. HAYT, 
): Commissioner. 

I N. C. MSEKEBy 

«. United States Indian Agent, ^Yhite River Agency, Colorado, 







White River Agency, Colorado, 

March 24, 1S79. 

Sm : I ask your authority for the payment of Albert S. Smart, Hay- 
deoy Colo., for feeding and care of a government mule from October 26 
to March 19, inclusive, amounting to the sum of $15. 
I The cause of this outlay originated in sending Edgar G. Clark, an 
I employ^, Octol)er 7, 1878, over the range to get a blacksmith, as the one 
|vehad was incapable of doing absolutely necessfiry work, and was dis- 
Idiarged. Mr. Clark rode said mule over the mountains and met violent 
[BtoriDS, both in going and coming, and when near Hayden the mule 
^«mld go no furthpr and was abandoned, and a horse hired. (See par- 
lars voucher IC, fourth quarter, 1878.) The mule is now on the way 
er in care of the mail rider, and it is said to be in good condition. 
lis true that the mule is old, like the rest of the stock, but in our scar- 
of teams be will help greatly in our spring plowing. I think the 
i|Ql is low and that it should be paid. 
Respectfully, 

N. C. MKBKKR, 
Indian Agent. 
Hon. B. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner o/ Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C, 
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Department of the Interior, 
Office of Indian A^ffairs, 

April 10, 1879. 

Sir: As requested in your letter dated the 24th ultimo, you have 
been authorized by the honorable the Secretary of the Interior to pay 
$15 for taking care of and feeding a government mule, from October 
26, 1878, to March 19, 1879. 
Very respectfully, 

E. A. HAYT, 
CommissiQner. 
N. C. Meeker, 

United States Indian Agent, White River Agency, Colorado. 



White Kiver Agency, Colorado, 

June 16, 1879. 

Sir: I send you my cash account for first quarter, 1879. The delay 
arose, first, from not receiving funds until May 9; and, second, I failed 
until a few days ago to get Mr. Lithgow's vouchers signed. 
KespectfuUy, 

K C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent 
Hon. E. A. IlAYT, 

ConunisHioner of Indian Affairs^ Washington, D, G, 



Department of the Interior, 
Office of Indian Affairs,. 
Washington, June 27, 1879. 

Sir : I have the honor to inclose, herewith, the following vouchers and 
sub-vouchers for certain expenditures made by General Edward Hatch, 
chairman Ute special commission, and pertaining to his accounts for 
the fourth quarter, 1878, and first quarter, 1879, and to recommend the 
approval of tlie same, as the different expenditures seem to have been 
necessary to the successful completion of the objects and purposes for 
which the commission was formed : 

Voucher 2, snb voucher 2, for statiouery used iu business and correspondence 

of the commission, amounting to , $15 35 

Sub-voucher 3, for groceries purchased for members of the commission when 

traveling on business iu the Ute country during negotiations with the Utes- 72 23 
Sub-voucher 13, items 4 and 7, for board* of Agents Holt and Weaver during 

the session of the commission at Pagosa Springs, Colo., amounting to 16 00 

Sub- voucher 14, for temporary clerk-hire during the absence of the secretary of 

the commission making payments to ladians at Los Pinos Agency 20 00 

Voucher 4, for rations for special interpreter A. H. Pfeiffer while en route to 

the diffdrent tribes of Utes, from October 8 to November 7,1878 11 25 

Voucher 5, for hotel expenses at Alamosa, Colo., by Colonel Pfeiffer while 

awaiting instructions from commission from September 6 to 20, inclusive.. 42 00 

Total 176 83 

The return of the inclosed vouchers is respectfully requested. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. A. HAYT, 
Commissioner, 
The Hon. Secretary of the I^te^uior, 
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White Kivbr Agency, Colorado, 

June 30, 1879. 

Sir: The mail is dow coming here three times a week, and the con- 
tractor wishes to get his horses shod at our shop. There is no other 
shop nearer than seventy-five miles, if so near, and, as we have a good 
smith and can do the work, I ask your authority to do the shoeing at 
usual rates, the money received, I judge, coming under the head of mis- 
cellaneous receipts. An early response is respectfully asked for. 
Respectfully, 

N. 0. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent 
Hon. E. A. Hayt. 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, ^Ya^hingtonJ D, C. 



( A .—Colorado— M— 1305— 1879. ) 

Department op Interior, 

Office of the Indian Affairs, 

Washington, July 12, 1879. 

SiK: In reply to your letter of the 13th ultimo, stating thatthecontractor 
for carrying the United States mail desires to have his horses shod at 
yoar agency, there being no other blacksmith shop within seventy-five 
miles thereof, 1 have to inform you that it is not customary to allow 
work to be done in the agency shops for the accommodation of the 
pablic, but the case to which you refer appears to be one of necessity, 
authority is hereby granted to have such work done for the mail carrier 
as may be needed for the proper expedition of the United States mail 
and the benefit of the Indian service, charging a reasonable amount 
therefor. All moneys received for said work and for materials furnished 
mast be taken up and accounted for under the head of *' Miscellaneous 
receipts, received from United States mail contractor" and deposited to 
the credit of the United States in the nearest United States depository, 
the original certificate of deposit to be transmitted to the Secretary of 
the Treasury and the duplicate to this office. 

A copy of this letter should accompany your accounts. 
Itespectfullv, 

E. A. HAYT, 

Commissioner, 

N. 0. Meeker, Esq., 

United States Indian Agent, White River Agency, Dalcota, 



f 



White Efver Agency, Colorado, 

June 30, 1879. 

SiB: It is likely I can get some of the Indians to haul flour hither 
from the old agency location, and I ask your authority to pay them, say, 
20 cents a sack. They have got their horses so as to work decently 
^U ; harness has been issued, and it would be a good plan to have 
them engaged in such work. I have thought that after a while they 
^jght do some freighting from the railroad. Our teams are busy all the 
Ijme, haying having commenced, and summer plowing is about to, so 
that Indian hauling would help both us and themselves. 
Respectfully, 

N. G. MEEKER, 

Hon. E. a. Hayt, 

Ocmmis^ioner of Indian Affairs^ WasMngtom, D. C. 
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(A.— Oolorada— M— 1367— 1879.) 

Department op Intk&iob, 

Office op tub Imdiak Affaibs, 

Wathington^ July, 15, 1879. 

Sir: 111 reply to your letter of the SOtli ultimo, aakiiig for authority to 
employ Konie of the IiidiaiiH under your charge to haul floar from tbe 
old ag(Micy to the new location, an they have learned to work their horsee 
quite well nince the harncHHes have been iHHued to them, you are advisal 
that the requiHite authority is hereby granted to so employ theludlans, 
and to pay them twenty cents per Hack therefor. 

With reference to the employment of the Indian teams iu freighting 
government Htoren from the railroad to the agency, 1 have to state that 
thlH oflice eiiU'.red into contract with Nathan W. Wells, of Schuyler, 
Kebr., under date of April 23, 1S70, for the transportion of all 8up- 
plieH and goodH purchaHed by the Indian Department during the li8cal 
year ending June 30, 1880, to be by hitn delivered at the agency. 
You are, therefore, din»cte<l to endeavor to obtain employment for your 
Indians from the contractor for such transjxu'tioii, at a reasonable rate 
of compensation. 
Kespectfully, 

i:. A. IIAYT, 
Commmioner, 

N. 0. Mkekbr, Esq., 

United States Indian Af/entj White River Agency^ Colorado. 



( A .— Ool orado— M-909-() 1 0-0 1 1 -9 12-11 5()-l 1 45-1 146-1289. 1879.) 

Dkpautment of tiik Intebiob, 
Opfiok. of Indian Affaibs, 
Washington^ July 2, 1870. 

But: The appointment and resignation of the following employes at 
the White Itiver Agency, (Colorado, recommended in your communication 
of May 24, and June 10, 1870, are hereby approved. 

APPOINTED. 

Arthur h, Thompson, laborer, May 10, 1870, at $720 per annum. 
Frank C. Dresser, laborer, May 10, 1870, at $720 per annum. 
Fred. 10. Shepherd, labon»i', May 10, 1870, at $720 |>er annum. 
Hhadrick Price, ftirmer. May 10, 1870, at $720 per annum. 
AVilmcr E. Enkridge, laborer, .June 7, 1870, at $720 per annum. 

UE8I0NEI). 

Edgar K. Clark, farmer, April 30, 1870. 
.lames S. Kullerton, labor(»T, May 7, 1870, 

Your report of irregular Indian hiborers Cor the month of April last, 
involvin]S; an ex[)en<liture of $112.75, is also approved. 
Jiespectfully, 

E. A. HAYT, 
CommtHHioner, 
!N. C. Mkkkku, 10K(i., 

United Staten Indian Agcnty Wkiic Klver Agenoyy Colorado, 
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White Kiver Agency, Colorado, 

July 7, 1879. 

Sir: I would respectfully request that the employ6 holding the posi- 
tlou of carpenter, be detailed as issue clerk, with a salary proper for 
skilled labor, and such as it should demand, to wit, $900 a year. 

The clerical work of the agency is constantly growing heavier, by rea- 
son of the increase of operations in every department. I hope you will 
see the justice and propriety of the request. Of course the place of car- 
penter will remain vacant it' the request is granted. 
Respectfully, 

K C. MEEKER, 
Indian Agent. 
Hon. E; A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affuirs^ JVashingtonj D. C 



(Colorado— M-1437-1687-1826. 1879.) 

Department of the Interior, 
Office of Indian Affairs, 

September 24, 1879. 

Sir: Your reports only of irregular Indian employ6s for the months 
of July and August, 1879, involving an expenditure of $210.25, are 
approve<l, as follows : 

July $73 00 

August 37 25 

Total 110 25 

Referring to your request that you may be allowed to detail your 
carpenter as issue-clerk, and increase his salary from $720 to $900 per 
annum, you are advised that you may detail him as issue-clerk in accord- 
ance with latter clause of section 5, Indian appropriation bill for the year 
ending June 30, 1880, which provides that, *' when necessary, specified 
employes may be detailed for clerical or other service when not required 
for the duty for which they were engaged." 

In regard to increasing bis salary to $900 per annum, I have to say 
that it is not deemed advisable to make any deviation from the com- 
pensation authorized by the department under date of July 14, 1879. 
Eespectfullv, 

E. J. BROOKS, 
Acting Commissioner, 
K. C. Meeker, 

United States Indian Agent, White River Agency, Colorado, 



White River Agency, Colorado, 

July 7, 1879. 

Sir: As I have on hand, well towards 700 sacks of flour, I would ask 
the authority to increase the amount weekly issued. The reasons are, 
first, the present amount looks, and is, small ; second, the ration list calls 
for 50 pounds flour and 50 pounds cornmeal, but as we have no corn- 
Bieal, justice would call for an increase of flour to make up the defi- 
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ciency. Therefore, 1 would ask that the issue be increased to 100 pounds 
of flour for 100 rations. 
Eespectfully, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent. 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs^ Washington^ D. C, 



White River Agency, Colorado, 

July 7, 1879. 

Sir : 1 feel that you would render us great assistance in our issue of 
supplies, if you will authorize me to issue salt, baking-powder, tobacco, 
and beans, monthly. The reason is that, if issued weekly, the amounts 
will be so small as to appear worthless, while some of the articles are 
in packages or parcels suited for such monthly issue. Baking-powder, 
being in covered cans, could be issued monthly, while, if issued weekly, 
the package would be broken up, the contents be put in paper, and be 
likely to waste and loss. 
Respectfully, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent. 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian A fairs, Washingtonj D, C. 



White River Agency, Colorado, 

July 7, 1879. 

Sir : I am at a loss how to account for paper-bags that are issued, 
as they are on my property-roll, and as no provision is made in the new 
vouchers for their consumption. Perhaps they could be expended in 
the agent's department. Please direct how I shall dispose of them. 
Respectfully, 

• K C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, B. C, 



White River Agency, Colorado, 

July 7, 1879. 

Sir : In making out form 3 for weekly voucher of articles issued ^to 
Indians, for which they are to give their receipt, I am at a loss in regard 
to reporting the number of beef steers killed, as there is no column in 
which they can be placed. Please instruct as to what I am to do. 
Respectfully, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent. 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C, 
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(A— Colorado. M— 1432-1434-1435-1436. 1879.) 

Department op the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

Washington^ July 18, 1879. 

Sib : I am iu receipt of four letters from you, all dated the 7tli in- 
stant, relating to the manner of issuing and accounting for the supplies 
famished to your Indians by the government. 

In reply, I have to say first, to your request for authority to issue 50 
poands of flour additional to the amount allowed per 100 rations, in 
place of cornmeal of which you have none on hand, that the amount of 
flour may be increased to 75 pounds per 100 rations as long as no corn- 
meal, or any other substance in lieu of the same, is issued to your 
Indians. 

Second. Referring to the letter in which you ask to be granted the 
necessary authority to issue salt, baking-powder, tobacco, and beans 
monthly instead of weekly, for the reason as stated by you that, if 
issued weekly, the quantities of supplies are so small as to appear 
worthless, and in consequence are often lost or wasted by the Indians, 
while some of the articles named are received in packages or .parcels 
better suited for such monthly issues, you are hereby authorized, in 
view of the fact that supplies are now being issued to heads of families 
and individual Indians, to issue salt, baking-powder, tobacco, and beans 
to your Indians once in four weeks instead of weekly, as in the case of 
other supplies. 

Third. In reply to your letter asking to be instructed how to account 
for paper bags on your property-return, as no provision is made therefor 
on the new form of vouchers, you are directed to provide an additional 
colnmn on Said voucher for their entry, or to change one of the headings 
of the column, if issue is not made of each of the various supplies 
named on the voucher. 

Fourth. With reference to your request to be instructed how to report 
on the voucher accompanying abstract D, of articles issued to Indians^ 
for which they are required to give their receipt, the number of head of 
cattle slaughtered, you are advised to drop from your property return, 
per abstract F, the number of cattle killed during the quarter, and to 
take up on abstract the number of pounds of beef (net) obtained from 
these cattle, said abstract C to be sustained by the certificates of the 
agency employes, and then to account for the beef issued by the pound 
on the proper voucher (form 3) to abstract D, showing all property 
issued to Indians. 
Respectfully, 

E. A. HAYT, 

Commissioner*. 

N. C. Meeker, Esq., 

United States Indian Agent, White River Agency, Colorado. 



White River Agency, Colorado, 

March 31, 1879. 

8iB: In making the annual requisition for supplies I did not ask for 
grain, because I expected to raise what we want for feed, and thia 
matter I held in reserve, not knowing what might happen. I now wish 
for 20,000 pounds oats or half corn. The reason is as follows : The laad 
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I had set apart for growing feed for our teams, being under fencej is 
mostly selected by Indians for growing various crops, and, as 1 consider 
they should have the preference, I give way and make this request. 

Still 1 expect to raise 20 acres in corn, but it will all bo needed in 
addition, because 1 am about to buy, with your authority, three span of 
mules, and all our teams are to be kept steadily at work this coming 
season, largely in breaking new ground for next year's crops. Besides, 
our herding horses must be better fed than hitherto ; first, because they 
are partly worn out, and second, because th« great increase of Indian 
horses, occupying that range the cattle should have, of which I have 
written fully before, forces the cattle further back, vastly increasing the 
circumference of their pastures, now nearly 100 miles, and the horses are 
incapable, as at present fed, of the service we need. We are now round- 
ing up the cattle that they may be counted, and by night time the horses 
are scarcely able to move. 
Eespectfully, 

N. C. MEEKER, 
Indian Agent. 

Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner Indian Affairs^ Washington^ I). C, 



United States Indian Service, 

White River Agency, Colorado, 

April 7, 1879. 

Sir : I would call your attention to the fact that no funds have been 
received for this closing quarter for the pay of regular employes and 
other objects, and as the omission may continue long your attention is 
directed to it. 

The payment once in three months is well enough if it is so made, and 
as it usually is, liabilities are incurred and engagements entered upon, 
some of a legal character, which, if not met, lead to great embarrassment. 
Respectfully, 

N. C. MEEKER, 
Indian Agent 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washiyigton, D, C. 



(F— Colorado. M— 822. 1879.) 

Department of the Interior, 
Office of Indian Affairs, 

April 17, 1879. 

Sir : In reply to your letter of the 7th instant, I have to advise you 
that a draft for the amount of $2,934.79 will be issued by the Treasurer 
of the United States this day, to be placed to your official credit with 
the First National Bank of Denver, Colo. 
Very respectfully, 

E. A. HAYT, 
Commissioner. 

N. C. Meeker, 

United States Indian Agent, White River Agency, Colorado. 
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AVHiTE KivER Agency, Colorado, 

April 28, 1879. 

Sir: I hasten to supply the omission indicated in yours of the 10th 
JDStant, " Colo., M. 679—677—1, 829, '79," inasmuch as in my letter of 
17th March, in asking authority to purchase, in exigency, 200 20-pound 
paper sacks, 1 did not mention the cost. This, therefore, is to ask 
authority to purchase and pav for 200 25-pound paper sacks, at a cost of 
$6.50. 

Respectfully, 

N. C. MEEKER, 
Indian Agent. 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, WashiiigtoUj D. C. 



White River Agency, Colorado, 

April 28, 1879. 

Sir : The supply of salt is nearly exhausted, and to wait till annuity 
goods come in seems almost impossible. I would, therefore, ask 
authority to purchase 2 barrels at Rawlins, costing, say, $18 at that 
place. 

Respectfully, 

N. C. MEEKER, 
Indian Agent 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D, C. 



Department of the Interior, 

Office Indian Affairs, 

May 8, 1879. 

Sir : I have the honor to inclose herewith two letters, dated the 28th 
ultimo, from Agent Meeker, and respectfully recommend that he be au- 
thorized to purchase in open market 200 25-po'und paper sacks and 2 
barrels of salt, at a cost not to exceed $6.50 and $18 respectively, for 
use at White River Agency, Colorado. 
Very respectfully, 

E. J. BROOKS, 

Acting Commissioner. 
Hon. Secretary of the Interior. 

Col. M. 969-79. 



Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

May 13, 1879. 

Sir: Agreeably with the requests contained in your two letters dated 
the 28th ultimo, you have been authorized by the honorable the Secre- 
tary of the Interior to expend a sum not to exceed $24.50 in the pur- 
chase of 2 barrels of salt and 200 25pound pai>er bags for use at your 
agency. 

Very respectfully, 

E. J. BROOKS, 

Acting Commissioner. 
y. C. Meeker, 

United States Indian Agent, White Uirer Ayetvc))^ CoVotaOio. 
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Parchase. Colorado, M, 129; 1, 1370, 78; M, 1080; 1, 1133, 78; M, 831, 79. 

Department of the Interior 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

May 8, 1879. 

Sir: In view of the approach of the close of the present fiscal year, 
and that the funds remaining on hand (about $6,000) from the $10,000 
appropriated by act of Congress approved June 20, 1878, for the re- 
moval of the White River Agency to its present location in Powell's 
Yalley, and erection of buildings, &c., may be applicable, there should 
be no further delay in inaugurating measures looking to the construc- 
tion of said buildings, and you are directed to at once prepare adver- 
tisement for proposals to furnish the necessary materials and skilled 
labor to be used in the construction of the same, the advertisement to 
be inserted in those newspapers mentioned in letter of authority of 
August 8, 1878. 

|l^ The advertisement should be short and general, but sufficiently ex- 
plicit to enable bidders to obtain a clear and distinct idea of the kind 
and style of building to be erected. 

The sketch (which you designate a plan) received with your letter of 
December 9 last, herewith returned, so far as it goes, meets the approval 
of this office, but you will invite bidders to submit with their bids 
plans and specifications, which you will forward with your recommend- 
ations for department approval. 

The balance of the before mentioned appropriation remaining on hand 
and available for the current fiscal year being but about $6,000, under 
no circumstances must the total expenditure exceed that amount. 

Payment for advertising will be made here at commercial rates upon 
presentation of the accounts therefor, accompanied by one copy of each 
issue of the papers containing the same, with printed list of their ad- 
vertising rates, and affidavits upon the blanks herewith inclosed. 

Blank contracts and bonds will be mailed to you, and particular atten- 
tion should be paid to their execution. See printed directions accom- 
panying said blanks. 

Very respectfully, 

E. J. BROOKS, 

Acting Commissioner. 

K 0. Meeker, 

United States Indian Agent, White River Agency, Colorado. 



White River Agency, Colorado, 

May 5, 1879. 
Sir : I think it both important and economical that a stock of hogs 
should be had at this agency. We are milking a good many cows, from 
which comes refuse milk, and now is a good time to get a start. 1 there- 
fore ask authority to purchase a pair of grade Berkshires, and perhaps 
a few pigs, at a cost not exceeding $100. This will include express and 
all other charges, as well as expenses of myself, since it would be neces- 
sary to select and to take care of the same. The occasion would allow 
me to purchase the mules you have authorized me to buy, for I find men 
will not bring in mules to be inspected, with a view of making sales. 
We need these miiles badly, and should have them now. 
Respectfully, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent, 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affair s^ Washington^ 2>. C 
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Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs. 

May 27, 1879. 

Sir : You have been authorized by the honorable the Secretary of 
the Interior to expend not more than $100 in the purchase of stock 
hogs, as requested in your letter dated the 5th instant. 
Very respectfully, 

E. A. HAYT, 

Commissioner, 
X. C. Meeker, 

Indian Agentj White River ^ Colorado. 



White Riyer Agency, Colorado, 

May 5, 1879. 

Sm: Agreeably to the plan of operations entered upon at this agency 
in regard to farming, it will be necessary to have wire for fencing next 
spriog, for, say, 200 acres. This will require about 4,000 pounds, costing, 
in Chicago, about 11 cents. This is Joliet barbed xcire^ and no other 
sbonld be purchased. Also 1 keg staples, costing about $15, though 
iron varies in price from time to time. 1 would therefore request that 
these goods be purchased and forwarded this season. 
Respectfully, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent. 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs^ Washington^ D. C. 



White Riyer Agency, Colorado, 

May 12, 1879. 

Sir : I send herewith estimate of funds required for this second quar- 
ter, 1879. 

A good deal of heavy work must be done this quarter, caused by the 
necessity for running the sawlogs cut last winter, and as I intend to 
employ quite a number of Indians in addition to the white force, a sepa- 
rate fund for this purpose is asked for. When the Indians are working 
at their own crops, their pay will be inconsiderable. 
Respectfully, 

K C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs^ Washin^ftoUj D. C. 



Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

Washington, May 22, 1879. 

Sm: I am in receipt of your letter of the 12th instant, inclosing an 
estimate of funds required for the service in the White River Agency 
doring the second quarter 1879. 



[ 
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Id coiuplfance with said estimate, I have this day caused a requisition 
to issue for the snin of $5,277.43, to be placed to your credit with the 
First 'National Bank of Denver, Colo., from the appropriations and for 
the objects designated in the tabular statement herewith — for the proper 
care and disposition of which sum you will be held to account under 
your bond. 

Very respectfully, 

E. A. HAYT, 
Commisstoner. 
N. 0. Meeker, 

Indian Agent, White Hirer Agency (via RmcUns)^ Colorado. 



White River AaENCY, Colorado, 

May 19, 1879. 

Sir: I ask authority hereby to pay for 2,073 pounds oats, in excess 
of authority to purchase at 70 cents on cars at Omaha, amounting to 
$14.51, which oats have been received. 
Respectfully, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent. 
Hon. E. A* Hayt, 

(JommiHft'wner of Indian Affairs, Washington, J), C\ 



White River Agency, Colo., 

May 19, 1871^. 

Sir: I have just received two Moline plows, expressly ordered for 
breaking sod, but they are too light for our ground and >vill not stand. 
They are excellent, however, and we need them, as the two plows I got 
last year were well used up, particularly in excavating the ditch. The 
old plows that were here are useless. Now I want two heavy breakers. 
Furst and Bradley, Chicago, seem to have the article we want, 
" wrought frame sulky,'' costing $65 each, possibly $70, with the extras 
we should have, being so far away. I therefore ask authority' to pur- 
chase the required plows, to cost a total of $140, in Ghicag;o. I do not 
see how we can do breaking without these implements. 1 remark that 
after this sod is once rotted, it is beautifully mellow. 
Respectfully, 

N. 0. MEEKER. 

Indian Agent. 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Gommissioner of Indian A fairs, Washington, D. 0. 

White River Agency, Colorado, 

May 19, 1879. 

Sir : I would ask your authority to purchase two buckskins, dressedt 
at a cost of $3. The article is in constant request for repairing harness 
and whips, lashes, &c., and hitherto the expense has been borne by the 
employes and agent. 
Respectfully, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent. 
UOT). PI A. ITayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Aff(kxr%^ W(kMnqton^ T>. 0. 
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Depabt^ient of the Intebioe, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

Jum 3; 1879. 

Sir : Agent Meeker, of the- White River Agency, Colorado, under date 
of the 19th oltimo, reports an exigency purchase of 2,073 pounds of 
oats, at a cost of $14.50, and asks that the same be approved, and 
that he be authorized to purchase two buckskins to cost not exceeding 
93; also that he be furnished with two very heavy wrought frame 
breaking plows, for use at his agency ; and I have the honor to recom- 
mend that said exigency purchase be approved ; that the agent be au- 
thorized to purchase the buckskins, and this office the two plows, at a 
cost not exceeding $140, and ship them to said agency. 
Very respectfully, 

E. A. HAYT, 

Commissioner. 
The Hon. Secretary of the Interior. 



Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

Washington^ June 9, 1879. 

SiE: Acknowledging the receipt of your three letters dated the 19th 
nltimo, you are advised that your action in purchasing, under an ex- 
igency, 2,073 pounds of oats, at a cost of $14.50, has been approved by 
the honorable the Secretary of the Interior, by whom you have been 
aothorized to purchase two buckskins, to cost not more than $3 ; and 
that two heavy breaking plows, of Fui*st and Bradley manufacture, will 
this day be ordered shipped to your agency. 
Very respectfully, 

E. J. BROOKS, 
Acting Commissioner. 
N. C. Meeker, 

Indian Agent^ White River Agency^ Colorado. 



White River Agency, Colorado, 

May 19, 1879. 

Sir: I have deposited at the First National Bank, Denver, to the 
credit of the United States the snm of 838, being " proceeds of sale of 
subsistence to employes f also 81,000, under appropriations for fulfilling 
^aty with Tabeqiiache, &c., to replace like amount taken from said 
|nnd August 22, 1878, said fund being unavailable for construction of 
irrigating ditch. 
Respectfullv, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent. 
Hon. E. A. JBayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Aff'airSj Washingtonj D. C. 



White River Agency, Colorado, 

May 19, 1879. 

SiE: I find it necessarv to ask vou to consolidate the two fundslof 
»^?000and $1,000 granted respectively July G, 1878 (F. Colo., M., 1080 j 

S. Ex. 31 U 
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J., 1133, 78), aud August 8 (Colo. M., 1219 ; J., 1370, 78), inasmuch as 
I see, on close rendering of letters August 8, some of the expenditures 
made and charged to the $1,000 do not strictly apply. That is to say, 
while the $1,000 was to be devoted to " purchasing such lumber and 
other necessary materials as will be required in the construction of 
buildings at your agency,'' a good part of this fund was devoted to mak- 
ing a road to'the pinery, to cutting sawlogs by a party during the win- 
ter, and to the building of a boom for holding the logs, constructed of 
timbers bolted and chained together and held by a crib and strong 
cables; for, having authority, July 6, to remove the] saw-mill, all this 
work was necessary to utilize it, and I know it was cheaper to make our 
own lumber than to buy it. The point is that I have used a part of the 
$1,000 toward getting lumber sawed in our own mill, instead of buying 
it at Chicago, and it is this technical diversion which I ask you to au- 
thorize by consolidating the two funds. 

Besides, the two letters, Jul}' 6 and August 8, authorize expenditures 
. for common objects, properly chargeable to either fund, and as they 
have inevitably run together and lapped over, I hope you will consoli- 
date the two funds into one fund of $3,000, devoted to the objects col- 
lectively enumerated. 

This total amount of $3,000 is now nearly exhausted, and of this, 
$2,356.85 has been paid for labor authorized by you. 
Eespectfully, 

K C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent. 

Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian A fairs, Washington, D. C. 



(F.— Colorado— M— 1101— 79.) 

Department of the In'jerior, 

Opfice of Indian Affairs, 

June 4, 1879. 

Sir : In reply to your request contained in your letter dated the 19th 
ultimo, you are advised that the authorities communicated to you iu 
office letters of the 6th of July aud 8th of August last require no con- 
solidation or modification to cover the expenditures made by you. 
Very respectfully, 

E. A. HAYT, 

Commissioner, 
JS". C. Meeker, 

Indian Agent, White Biver Agency, Colorado. 



White Eiver Agency, Colorado, 

May 26, 1879. 

Sir : There are about 4,000 pounds of goods iirected to this agency 
which have been lying at Kawlins a long time, not oats and flour, many 
of which would be of great use ; and now, as 1 understand, the litiga- 
tion or suit concerning them, or similar ones, has been decided in the 
United States court of Wyoming, I presume you will be prepared to 
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take action, so that the said goods may be transported hither, and there- 
fore your attention is called to the matter. 
Respectfully, 

K C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent. 
Hon. B. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian A fairs, Washington, D. C 



Department of the Interior, 

Office Indian Affairs, 

June 5, 1879. 

Sir: I will thank you to advise this office as to the status of the case 
of the United States vs. Union Pacific Railroad, in the matter of the 
replevin of certain goods for the Wbite River Agency, Colorado, held at 
Rawlins. 

Very respectfully, 

E. J. BROOKS, 
Acting Commissioner. 
United States District Attorney, 

Cheyenne, Wyoming, 



White River Agency, Colorado, 

May 26, 1879. 

Sir: Our planting is nearly completed. There are 15 or 20 Indians 
who have crops, and they have a total of about 25 acres, mostly sod last 
year or timbered land. Jack, the chief, opposed to Douglas, has, with 
three others, fenced an old breaking 10 miles from Powell, and planted 
the whole, about 7 acres. Thus we have the two rival chiefs striving to 
outdo each other in farming. The great body of Indians are off on the 
summer hunt, which is well enough, for I am in no condition this year 
to set more at work. 

The greatest obstacle now presented to making further progress is 
the want of horses for the Indians; for, unless I can get them placed in 
permanent homes where they can have couveuieuces, and accumulate 
things they value and will take care of, they will be ready to go back 
and lose all, any day or hour. Beside, they want some furniture, and in 
particular cooking-stoves, and wagons and harness. 

I have asked for a continuance of the force of six additional men, and 
hope it may be granted, because I sadly need them to carry on the work 
began, of getting of getting new land in cultivation, so that more Indi- 
ans can have laud next spring, and of building adobe houses for the 
lodiaus, which they are talking about all the time. I can make little or 
DO headway without this addition, because all the regular employes 
will be needed in the ordinary work and ditches and in arranging and 
completing what has been entered upon in a new locality. 

I am advised that sufficient harness and plows have been purchased, 
aod also three wagons. These will, help greatly, but I ought to have at 
least three more wag:ons this season, 
if the right kind of luilian is provided with a horse, stove, wagon, 
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&c., more real progress will be effected than by appropriating thoasands 
of dollars to be given oat as presents/ 
Respectfully, 

N. C. MENKES, 

Indian Agent 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington^ I>. C\ 



Department of the Interier, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

June 5fA, 1879. 

Sir : If there were uo wagons purchased for the White River Agency, 
Colorado, under the last awarding of contracts, you will please add to 
the contract to be made three of the 3^-inch-skein wagons, to be ship- 
ped to that point ; also, send 10 wood cook-stoves, ^* Harp," one half 
each of No. 2 and 3. 

Very respectfully, 

E. J. BROOKS, 
Acting Commissioner. 
E. Seward, 

Nos. 05 and 07 Wooster Street^ New York City. 



White River Agency, Colorado, 

May 26, 1879. 

Sir : I have bargained for the following property : 

One span mules, with wagon and harness $200 

One span mules, with harness 125 

One herding- horse, with saddle 75 



I had sent to J. Max Clark, Greeley, Colo., to buy said mules, having 
your authority, and at the same time to send in four employes, and they 
came with the wagon and harness as a sort of necessity. The mules are 
small, but they are good and true, and cheap. I had authority from you 
last year to buy two herding-horses. The wagon is almost new, the har- 
ness in only tolerable condition. As I had uo authority to buy harness, 
saddle, nor wagon, I hereby ask authority for this whole transaction. 
Respectfully, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent. 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Induin Affairs^ Washington, D, C, 



(F.— Colorado M— 1158— 79.) 

Department of the Interior, 
Office of Indian Affairs, 

June 11, 1870. 

Sir : I am iu receipt of your letter, dated the 2Gth ultimo in which 
jou request the approval of a pvMelia^i^ oC a wagon, harness, and one 
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saddle, without stating the cost thereof, and yon are informed that 
before any action with a view to granting your request will be taken, it 
is necessary that you furnish the necessary information upon which to 
base the action which you request. 
Very respectfully, 

E. J. BROOKS, 
Acting Commissioner. 
N. C. Meeker, 

Indian Agent, }Miite River Agency, Colorado. 



White River Agency, Colorado, 

June 11, 1879. 

Sir : I wish you would have forwarded to this agency, at once, 10,000 
pounds grain, half oats and half corn. We are working all the teams 
bard, at moving old agency buildings, at plowing, lumbering, &c., and 
the supply of grain, on hand, is getting low. I have asked for a total 
of 20,000 pounds and we should have half right away. Mr. N. W. 
Wells can bring it in immediately, I judge, for he has a train now on 
the way, the rivers being ferried.' 

I am writing at new location ; theoflSce is not yet done, but will be 
in a few days ; therefore I cannot copy this. 
Respectfully, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, • 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C, 



(F, Colorado, Miscell— W— 1230. 79.) 

Depart^ient of the Interior, 
Office of Indian Affairs, 

Jime 3, 1879. 

Sir : At a I'ecent awarding of contracts for supplies for the Indian 
«ervice, no proposals to furnish your agency with 20,000 pounds of oats 
and 1,500 pounds of salt were received, and now N. W. Wells has made 
a proposition to deliver to your agency said quantities of oats and salt 
at $8.35 and $9.90 per 100 pounds respectively, but I deem the prices 
excessive, and therefore wish you to ascertain if lower rates cannot be 
obtained. 

Very respectfully, 

E. A. HAYT, 

Commissioner, 
N. C. Meeker, 

Indian Agent, White River Agency, Colorado, 



(F. Finance Claim— 7820.) 

Department of the Interior, 
Office of Indian Affairs, 

June 11, 1879. 

Sir : Referring to bills of lading, receipted by you for the breaking- 
ura, &c., weighing 374 pounds, delivered by S. W.'^^^X^^ ^X» ^^^^x 
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agency, May 14, 1879, and 30 band-planters and 3 pieces of plowstad, 
weighing 120 pounds, delivered, date not stated, the said articles pur- 
porting to have been received by Mr. Wells at Omaha, December 21, and 
January 20, from G. W. Liniuger & Co., I have to request that you trans- 
mit to this office the invoices for said articles, to be filed with the said 
bills of lading, and that you also furnish the duplicates of bills of lading , 
61 pounds, 374 pounds, 593 pounds, receipted by you May 14, 1879, and 
120 pounds receipted, but not dated; the '< originals" already have 
been presented for settlement, which cannot be effected until the " du- 
plicates '^ shall have been furnished ; also send duplicates of your re- 
cefpts and weigher's return for 6 sacks of flour delivered by N. W. 
Wells, May 14, 1879. 

Very respectfully, 

E. J. BROOKS, 

Acting Commissioyier, 
N. 0. Meeker, 

Indian Agent, White River Agency, Washington, D. C. 



White Eiver Agency, Color abo, 

June 13, 1879. 

Sir : One of the lenses of our field-glass unsoldered and is lost, and 
the other is loose. It was never first rate, and it is old. I therefore 
ask that a new one be purchased and forwarded, and also that I have 
authority to get this old one repaired,'at a cost not exceeding $5. With 
a herd of over 1,500 head of cattle, spread over a range of 100 miles in 
circumference, such an instrument is indispeusible, and often two are 
needed. 

Respectfully, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian AgenU 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D, C. 



White River Agency, Colorado, 

June 13, 1879. 

Sir: I ask your authority to purchase an axle-tree, to replace one? 
broken in a wagon. What the cost may be I cannot say, but probably 
not exceeding $12. 
Respectfully, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent, 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs. Washington, i>. C, 



White River Agency, Colorado, 

June 16, 1879. 

Sir : I take it for granted that the remittance of $2,000, for second 
quarter, 1879, gives me authority to purchase agricultural implements, 
agreeably to letter, July 6, 1878, and therefore I order of Purst & Bradly, 
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Chicago, two sulky breakers, and I also order some churns, butter- 
bowls, and ladles; and as there may be some doubt as to whether these 
can be classed as agricultural implements, I ask your authority for pay- 
ing for the same, amounting to about $30. 

Quite a number of Indian families are making butter, but we have 
only two churns (and poor ones), and no ladles; and as for woodeni 
bowls, we have them, but they are too small to take out a common 
churning. 

liespectfully, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent, 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington^ D, C. 



White River Agency, Colorado, 

June 16, 1879. 

Sir: I respectfully ask your authority to purchase: 1 keg, 25 pounds, 
blasting powder; 1 keg rifle powder, 25 pounds. 

I do not know what the cost would be — possibly, 840 — probably less. 
Please lix a sum that will cover the cost. We need both sorts, as we 
have none for butchering for weekly issue. I neglected to ask for it in 
annual requisition, and we need the blasting sort to get out coal. 
Respectfully, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent. 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs^ Washington^ D. C. 



White River Agency, Colorado, 

June 16, 1879. 

Sir : I ask your authority to pay for : one pair boy's shoes, school- 
boy, $3.50 ; one dozen awls, 40 cents ; 100 fish-hooks, 50 cents — total, 
8^.40, to charge to beneficial objects. 
Respectfully, 

>i. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent. 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Iitdian Affairs, Washington^ D. C. 



White River Agency, Colorado, 

June 16, 1879. 

Sir: I am asking of you a good many things, but as we are using 
four-male teams, I must ask you for authority to purchase two 4-horse . 
^hips, and two extra stocks, to cost not exceeding $10. 
Respectfully, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent. 
Hon. E. A. Hait, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C. 
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Depaet^ient of the Interior, 
Office of Indian Affairs, 

June 26, 1879. 

Sir : Ageut Meeker, of the White River Agency, Colorado, requests 
authority to purchase iu open market certain articles for use at his 
a£:ency, and to expend not to exceed $5 in having a field glass repaired, 
and I have the honor to recommend that the request be granted, the 
total expenditure not to exceed $115. 
Very respectfully, 

E. A. HAYT, 

Commissioner. 
The Hon. Secretary of the Interior. 



Department of the Interior, 
Office of Indian Affairs, 
Washingtonj June 30, 1879. 

Sir : Agreeably with the requests contained in your six letters dated 
the 13th, 16th, and 17th instant, respectively, you have been authorized 
by the honorable the Secretary of the Interior to expend not to exceed 
$110 in the purchase of a held glass, an axletree, two whips and stocks, 
butter-bowls, ladles, &c., shoes, awls, fishhooks, and two kegs of pow- 
der, and $5 additional in having the held glass now in your possession 
repaired. 

As it is not necessary to write a separate letter requesting authority 
for the purchase of each article, you will, hereafter, coudeuse your 
correspondence as much as possible. 
Yery respectfully, 

E. J. BKOOKS, 

Acting Com m issioyier. 
N. C. Meeker, 

Indian Agent^ White River Agency, Colorado, 



White Eiver Agency,. Colorado, 

June 15, 1879. 

Sir : Advertisements for proposals for building agency structures 
have been made, agreeably to your directions, copies of which will be 
sent you ; and I think I ought to ask you whether contractors can have 
anything from the government here, as the use of the saw mill, for saw- 
ing timber, also timber and lime and other natural objects; whether 
they can have hay, or cut it with our machine ; have smith-work done, 
or use the blacksmith shopj in short, can they have such accommoda- 
tions? Manifestly, this is an important matter with the contractors, 
and I wish to know how to answer. 
Respectfully, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent. 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C. 
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Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

Washington^ June 27, 1879. 

Sir : In reply to the iuqairies contained in your letter of the loth in- 
stant, relating to privileges of contractors who are aboat to erect agency 
buildings on your reservation, I have to advise you that the furnishing 
to them of timber from the reservation, the use of mill in sawing the 
same, procuring lime and hay or other natural products, the use of 
agency mowing-machine in cutting the hay, for smith-work done or the 
use of smith-shop and tools, in fact any materials furnished or facilities 
afiforded them in the prosecution of the work under contract, should be 
considered in making the contract, or, if not made a part of the con- 
tract, thereby reducing the gross sum to be paid for the construction of 
the buildings, should be charged for at commercial rates, and the pro- 
ceeds thereof covered into Treasury, keeping separate that portion derived 
from the sale of natural products of the reservation from the amount 
arising on accouut of use of mowing-machine, smith-shops, &c. 
Very respectfully, 

E. A. HAYT, 

Commissioner, 
X. C. Meeker, 

Indian Agoit, White River Agency^ Colorado. 



White River Agency, Colorado, 

June 15, 1879. 

Sir : Hitherto the appropriation for pay of herder and Indian assist- 
ants has been remitted and kept under the head of fulfilling treaty," 
&c. ; and under sub head of" subsistence, pay of herders." 

Now I note in your statement. May 22, 1879, that you transfer the 
same to sub head '* beneficial objects," and that you include the balance 
of $71.50 that was reported under sub-head of " subsistence, pay of 
herders,'' &c., under said sub-head *' beneficial objects." 

Would it not be desirable to continue the old arrangement, and thus 
avoid the transfer of funds from one sub-head to another. 
Eespectfullv, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent. 
Hon. E. A. Hayt. 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D, C. 



Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

Washington^ June 2^^ 1879. 

Sir : In reply to your letter of the 15th instant, I have to direct that 
you charge your vouchers for disbursements under the " sub-heads'' ot 
appropriations as set forth in tabular statement of funds mailed to you 
on the 22d ultimo. 

Very respectfullv, 

E. A. HAYT, 

Commissioner > 
N. C. Meeker, 

United States Indian Agent^ White River Agency, Colorado. 
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White River Agency, CdLORADO, 

June 15, 1879. 

Sir : I beg to call your especial attention to an important need, and 
which I have failed in the press of affairs to note. This is a thrashing- 
machine. Of conrse our 20 acres would not justify the purchase of one ; 
but it will be needed for a larger crop next year, and it is needed badly 
this year, as the probable yield of liOO bushels will be amply sufficient 
for next years' seeding. I had fondly hoped to make a better show, but 
on sod it was impossible. We should have the machine on the ground 
by September 1, 1879. 

The kind I think simplest, cheapest, and best suited, say for 200 
acres capacity, is a mounted vibratory one, 8-horse power, made at Bat- 
tle Creek, Michigan, *' Nichols, Shepherd & Co." 
Respectfully, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent, 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, I), C. 



Department of the Interior, 

Office Indian Affairs, 

June 21, 1879. 

Sir: I inclose herewith a letter received from Agent Meeker, of the 
White River Agency, Colorado, dated the loth instant, in which he re- 
ports that about twenty acres of wheat have grown at the new location 
of his agency, this season, and next year a much larger acreage will be 
sown ; he therefore requests that a thrashing-machine be furnished him, 
and I have the honor to request that this office be authorized to purchase 
one, to cost not exceeding $4:09, and to ship it to said agency. 
Very respectfully, 

E. A. HAYT, 

Coitimissioner, 
The Hon. Secretary of the Interior. 



Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

July 1, 1879. 

Gentlemen : If you will furnish such a thrashing-machine, with 
power as is named in yo-ir contract of August 6, 1878, at the price pro- 
vided for therein, viz, $109, you may ship one to White River Agency, 
Colorado. 

Mark '* United States Indian Agent," said agency, and deliver to A. 
B. B. Brinkerhoff, for shipment under the contract of K. W. Wells. 
An early shipment is requested. 
Very respectfullv, 

E. A. HAYT, 

Commissioner, 

Messrs. Markley, Alling & Co., 

Chicago, 111. 
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White Eivee Agency, Coloeado, 

June 16, 1879. 

Sir : As we are to aiove our saw-mill and have a grist-mill, it is of 
the most utmost importance to be supplied with a steam-gauge for the 
engine. There are two gauges here, but neither is good for anything, 
and of course it is extra hazardous to run the engine without. I hope, 
therefore, you will order one to be purchased and forwarded to this 
agency, so that it may be had by September 1. 
Respectfully, 

:j^. c. meeker, 

Indian Jigent. 

Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Afairs^ Washington^ B. C, 



Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

Washington, July 14, 1879. 

Sir : Your letter, dated the 16th ultimo, in which you request to be 
furnished with a steam-gauge for use upon your en^rine was received* 
and you are advised that, before your request can be complied with, you 
must state the capacity of your boiler and engine, and the size of the 
gauge required. 

Very respectfully, 

E. J. BROOKS, 

Acting Commissioner. 

N. C. Meeker, 

Indian Agent, White River Agency, Colorado. 



White River Agency, Colorado. 

June 10, 1879. 

Sir: Yours (B\ Colorado Miscell W. 2030, '79,) 3d instant, requesting 
me to ascertain if oats cannot be delivered at this agency for less than 
$8.35 per cwt., and salt for less than $9.90 per cwt. is received, and I 
answer that 1 have sent out to various dealers, and believe that oats 
can be delivered here at a4)rice not exceeding $6.50 per cwt., and salt 
at $7.50 per cwt., probably $1 less even for oats. 
So soon as I have answers you will be advised. 
Respectfully, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent. 

Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, 2>. C. 



White River Agency, Colorado, 

June 20, 1879. 

Sir : I have received an offer to deliver at this agency 20,000 pounds 
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oats, at $4.95 cwt, and 1,500 pounds salt, at $7. I shall receive other 
offers, bat probably Done lower than this for the oats. 
Respectfully, 

K C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent. 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washingtonj D. C. 



White River Agency, Colorado, 

Jtine 23, 1879. 

Sir : Yours of 11th instant (F. Colo. M. 1158, '79) shows the deficiency 
iu my request of 26th ultimo as regards mules, harness, wagon and sad- 
dle, and 1 respond as follows : 

I respectfully ask your authority to purchase and pay for: 

One double harness, second-hand $8 00 

One wagon, 3-inch Moline 22 00 

One double harness, secondhand 5 00 

One herding saddle 20 00 

55 00 

The wagon is in better condition than any we have, bnt not heavy 
enough for some work ; the saddle is nearly new, costing at first, say, 
>, and we are much in need of it. 
Respectfully, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, B. C. 



White River Agency, Colorado, 

June 23, 1879. 

Sir : I have received an offer from James France, Rawlins, Wyo., to 
deliver at this agency 20,000 pounds oats at $5.10 per cwt., corn $5.70 
per cwt., and 1,500 pounds salt at $6.25. Mr. France can be depended 
upon ; some other bidders may not be. Probably $5.10 for oats is as low 
d bid as will come from any responsible party, salt certainly is at $6.25. 
If you authorize me to make the purchase, I should like to have 
liberty to use discretion iu respect to the probability of the undertakers 
to carry out their contract. 
Respectfully, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Cmmissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D, C. 



Department of the Interior, 

Office Indian Affairs, 

July 7, 1879. 

Sir : At the opening of proposals to furnish supplies for the Indian 
service for the current fiscal year, it was found that no bids were re- 
oe'jved to supply 20,000 pounds of oats and 1,500 pounds of salt for the 
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White Eiver Agency, Colorado, whereapoD this office directed Agent 
Meeker, of said agency, to ascertain at wbat price they could be ob< 
tained ; and I have the honor to state that the agent reports that he 
can purchase them, delivered at the agency, at $4.95 per 100 pounds for 
the former, and $7 per 100 pounds tor the latter, or an aggregate of 
$1,095 for the quantities above named, and to respectfully recommend 
that he be authorized to make such purchase at once, in open market, 
as the roads during the fall, winter, and early spring are in such condi- 
tion that it is imi>ossible to transport supplies to said agency. 
Very respectfully, 

E. J. BROOKS, 
Acting Commissioner, 
The Hon. Secretary of the Interior. 



Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

^Vashingion^ July 11, 1879. 

Sir : Acknowledging the receipt of your two letters dated the 23d 
and one of the 20th ultimo, you are informed that you have been author- 
ized by the honorable Secretary of the Interior to purchase 20,000 pounds 
of oats and 1,500 pounds of salt, delivered at your agency at not exceed- 
ing $4.95 and $7 per 100 pounds, respectively ; or a total expenditure 
of $1,095. 

The request contained in one of your letters of the 23d ultimo, that 
yon be granted authority to purchase a wagon, harness, and saddle, is 
not granted for the reason that it is not desirable to purchase second- 
hand or wornoHt stock or implements for the Indian service. 

Three additional wagons have been ordered shipped to your agency^ 
as yon were informed in office letter dated the 7th instant. 
Very respectfully, 

E. A. HAYT, 

Commissioner. 
N. C. Meeker, 

Indian Agent, White River Agency, Colorado. 



White River Agency, Colorado, 

June 23, 1879. 

Sir: Iu rei)ly to yours of 11th instant (F, Claims, 7820), asking for 
invoices of breaking-plows 3740, three hand corn-planters, and 3 pieces 
plow steel, received here May 14, 1879, also for duplicate bills lading, 
receipt for G sacks flour, and the weigher's return, I would say, first, 
the price^for steel and the hand corn-planters included transportation 
to this agency, and the articles ought not to have appeared on a bill of 
lading, and therefore the originals and duplicate should be delivered to 
Mr. Wells, who can collect the freight of Mr. France, if he chooses, and 
of whom these goods were purchased. 

Herewith are inclosed copies of duplicate bills lading, dated May 14^ 
1879, 60 pounds, 374 pounds, 593 pounds, and 120 pounds; also, dupli- 
cate receipt for 6 sacks flour, and the weigher's return for the same, al- 
though these were all duly forwarded to your office, and probably by 
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this time have reached you. At the same time, the originate were sent 
to Mr. Wells through his agent, Jas. France, Rawlins, Wjo. 
Respectfully, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent. 
Hon. B. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C. 



Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

Washingtouy July 17, 1879. 

Sir: On January 30 last, you receipted at Omaha for three corn - 
planters and one piece of plow-steel weighing 120 pounds, for trans- 
portation to the White River Agency. Said articles were purchased by 
Agent Meelter of Mr. France, deliverable at the agency. You were paid 
for such transportation, in settlement Nos. 8772 and 8776, $1,336.74; 
and the amount thereof, viz, $10.23, will be deducted from your next 
settlement. You must look to Mr. France for reimbursement. 
Very respectfully, 

E. A. HAYT, 

Commissioner, 
N. W. Wells, 

Schuyler, JS'ebr. 



White River Agency, Colorado, 

June 23, 1879. 

Sir: The three wagons 1 asked for to give to Indians have arrived, 
and I am in great difficulty because I am forced to use two of them, and 
the Indians insist on having new ones, and will not take the second-hand 
ones. 

The case is, week before last, the best wagon we had broke its iron- 
pipe axletree, and I have asked authority to purchase another axletree, 
but to get one from Saint Louis will require a month or so. Last week 
the next best broke down, and requiring hard wood for the tongue, 
which we have not, a month or so will be required to put this in order. 
Our next best wagon has had a wheel filled three times, and we expect 
every day it will give way. Besides, we have a tolerably new wagou, 
which today I ask authority to purchase, but it is too light for any 
heavy work. 

When we go to the old agency it is a great waste of time to return 
with half loads 5 and now that haying has commenced, we go from two 
to five miles up and down the river, and to carry only what onr wagons 
will sustain is a terrible waste of labor and time. The truth is, the 
stock of wagons here is worn out, and I am obliged to use those sent 
for the Indians ; and though they clamor constantly, I tell them they 
must wait till the blankets are given out. Thus, in trying to help the 
ludians, and at the same time being obliged to protect our industrial 
interest, and to sustain and carry on our operations, a most embarrass- 
ing condition of affairs is presented. 

I am obliged, therefore, to ask you for two 3J-inch wagons — narrow 

truck and schuttlers would be best, because specially made for this 

arid region, as the wood does not shrink. The iron-work should be full, 

so that when we undertake to haul loads we can put on safely a reason- 
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able load for four mules — three times more thau we can now undertake 
to traDS|K>rt. 

The three Indian wagons are 31 inch instead of 3f, as advised, 
but they are heavier than they need, and being wide track, are unhandy. 
I had asked for 2.^ inch, about as heavy as the Indian ponies can well 
aud profitably haul ; but they would be glad to take these, and I would 
be glad to let them have them, but if I do so now, the greater part of 
oor work must stop, and a part of the men might as well be discharged. 
I ask pardon for writing so much, but my excuse is the difficulty arising 
from these related circumstauces. 
Kespectfully, 

X. C. MEEKER, 
Indian Agent. 
Hon. £. A. Qayt, 

Conimlssioner of Indian A fairs, Washington, B, C. 



Departmeni of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

Washington, July 7, 1879. 

SiB: I am in i^ceipt of your letter dated the 23d ultimo, in which yon 
acknowledge the receipt of three wagons which were estimated and 
purchased for issue to your Indians, and that owing to the wornout 
condition of those belonging to the agency, you have been compelled 
to retain the new ones, and requesting that three more be furnished ; 
and yon are informed that your request will be complied with, and as 
you suggest that lighter ones be supplied, I have directed that three- 
inch- skein wagons be shipped. 
Very resi>ectfullv, 

E. J. BROOKS, 

Acting Commimoner. 
N. C. Meeker, 

Indian Agent, White River Agency, Colorado, 



White Kiver Agency, Colorado, 

June 23, 1871). 

Sir: I have received samples of flour purchased for this agency, with 
notice of the same; also, articlts of agreement of E. A. Hayt and W. 
W. Wells, for trau8i>ortation. 
Respectfullv, 

N. C. MEEKEK, 
Indian Agent. 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian A fairs, Washington, D. C. 



Depart^ient of tue Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

Washington, June 27, 1879. 

Sir : The list herewith inclosed comprises the articles for which you, 
Dr your preilecessor, estimated for use, at your agency, during the fiscal 
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year 1880, and wbicb have not been purchased under contract by this 
office ; and you are advised that the honorable the Secretary of the 
Interior has granted authority for you to expend not to exceed $243.60 
in purchasing them, in open market. 

When the blanks, upon which to make estimates of goods and sup- 
plies for said fiscal year, were forwarded by this office, advice was given 
that every article which would be required at your agency should be 
estimated for, thereby avoiding any necessity for exigency or open 
market purchases. In view of this fact you are now informed that all 
such transactions will hereafter be strictly prohibited, except in case 
where an unforeseen exigency can be shown to exist, of which this office 
will be the sole judge. Any violation of this order will subject the 
agent to a charge against his official bond of the amount so expended. 
Very respectfully, 

E. A. HAYT, 
Commissioner. 
N. C. Meeker, 

United States Indian Agent^ White River Agency^ Colorado. 



White Eiver Agency, Colorado, 

June 30, 1879. 

Sir : I ask your authority to pay for 146 pounds Jinch rope, amount- 
ing to $28.47. Said rope was purchased in exigency, as we were en- 
tirely destitute, and rope had to be in supply for the usual summer 
round up and branding of cattle, and besides for breaking cows for 
use by the Indians. I had your authority July 6, 1878, to purchase, 
among other things, agricultural implements, under head of removal of 
the Utes, and rope would properly be included ; but this present use is 
in the herding or cattle interest, and therelore your authority for the 
purchase is asked. 
EespectfuUy, 

K C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent. 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs^ Washington^ D. 0. 



Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

July 12, 1879. 

Sir: Agent Meeker, of the White River Agency, Colorado, under 
date of the 30th ultimo, reports having purchased under an exigency 
14G pounds of rope, for use in " rounding up " his cattle for branding, 
&c., at a cost of $28.47, and requests that bis action be approved, which 
I have the honor to recommend. 
Very respectfully, 

E. A. HAYT, 

Commissioner. 
The Hon. Secretary of the Interior. 



UTE INDIANS IN COLOBADO. 225 

Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

Washingtoriy July 21, 1879. 

Sir: The houorable the Secretary of the Interior has approved yoar 
action in purchasing, under an exiji^ency, 140 pounds of rope at a cost 
of $28.47, in accordance with the request contained in your letter dated 
the 3()th ultimo. 

Very respectfully, 

E. J. BROOKS, 

Acting Coinmissionet^ 
N. C. Meeker, 

Indian Agent^ White Hirer Agency^ Colorado, 



White Kiver Agency, Colorado, 

July 2, 1879. 

Sir : I am notified that N. W. Wells will deliver at this agency 
100,000 pounds flour. Now, owing to the absence of the Indians from 
the reservation for several months, I have now on hand about 080 sacks 
of 100 pounds each, and as we are to have a grist mill, I should prefer 
having half of the coming flour withheld and corn sent instead, and we 
can grind it. I am sure such a division will suit the Indians better. 
When I asked for the flour I did not expect a grist-mill. I do not know 
as the change can be made, but, if it can be, I shall like it much better. 

Eespectlullv, 

N. 0. MKKKEli, 

Indian Agent, 
Hon. B. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner Indian Afiairs^ Washington^ I). C, 



Department of the Interior, 
Office op Indian Affairs, 
Washington, July 14, 1879. 

Sir : Acknowledging the receipt of your letter dated the 2d in- 
stant, in which you ask that the 100,000 ]>ounds of flour purchased for 
your agency, for the current fiscal year, be not furnished in full, but 
that only one-half be supplied, and in lieu of the remainder corn be fur- 
nished, you are advised that Mr. Wells, contractor for said quantity of 
flour, has the fall quantity thereof at Rawlins, and that inspection aud 
shipment has been ordered; your request therefore cannot be complied 
with. 

As you were notified on May 27 last that authority had been granted 
for the purchase of a grist-mill, you should have foreseen your wants 
previous to the date of your said letter. 
Very respectfully, 

B. J. BROOKS, 

Acting Commissioner. 
N, C. Meeker, 

Indian Agentj White River Agency, (Colorado. 

S. Ex. 31 15 



226 UTE INDIANS IN COLORADO 

White River Agency, Colorado, 

July 7, 1879. 

Sir: I indose, herewith, proposals of Messrs. Oleineuts, Leadville, 
Colorado, for (totistructiug agency buildings. They, are so iDdelinite 
that I cannot see how they can form more than a basis, aud as I do not 
know whetlier it whs necessary the contract should be closed before the 
1st of «luly, 1878, and as I did not know whether there were $6,000 or 
$4,000 available, since $2,000 of the removal fund was appropriated last 
quarter, and alter you had stated there was only $6,000, I could not 
see my way to enter into any contract, and, therefore, I submit the pro- 
posals, the only ones received, for your action. 

If the undertaking is still to be considered as open, 1 have to say 
that the sum of $6,000 is not sufficient for constructing the buildings, 
and that this is the reason why no more bids were received. The Messrs. 
Clements are acquainted with this country, and it will be seen that in 
effect this bid considerably exceeds the $6,010. 

The question remaining with me is, whether, if anything can now be 
done, a part of the building may not be constructetl ; say, the ware- 
house and scliool-house, letting the agent get along without; or at least 
the school-house, costing $2,000. If education is to be entered upon 
with any reasonable chances of success, there must be a suitable build- 
ing, both to secure needed conveniences, and to command the respect 
of the Indians, which the log house wholly fails ta accomplish. 
Uespectluily, 

N. C. MBBKEK, 

Indian Agent. 

Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs^ Washington^ D. C 



Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 
Washington, September 8, 1879. 

Sir: I am in receipt of your letter of July 7 last, inclosing the bid of 
Messrs. Clements for the erection of an agent's house, school house and 
ware-house at your agency, which seems to be the only one received 
under your advertisement of May 24 last, together with plans and spec- 
ifications of the said buildings. 

The price proposed by the said persons for the construction of the 
buildings named is $5,947, provided all the material required can be had 
at the agency ; but it the shingles and flooring have to be hauled from 
the railroad, then the price will be $1,200 more or a total of $7,147. 

In reply you are authorized to enter into contract with the parties 
named lor the buildings in question for the sum of $5,947, provided all 
the materials can l>e had at the agency, but if the flooring ami shingles 
have to be furnished ami hauled from the railroad by the contractors, 
then the price to be $7,117, as per their bid. 

If you cannot furnish the shingles and flooring at the agency, but 
can furnish one or the other, then the value of the article so j)rovided 
should be deducted from the amount of the bid. 

Great (tare should be taken in the executitm of the contract to see 
that it. is made out in accordance with the instructions herein inclosed, 
whi(?h will save time and trouble in its approval by the department. 
A good and sutticient bond, with two or more sureties for the faithful 
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performance of the same will be reqnired. (See instructions referred 
to.) 
I return the papers inclosed with your letter. 
Very respectfully, 

B. J. BROOKS, 

Acting Commissioner. 
N. C. Meek£B, 

Indian Agent, White River Agency, Colorado. 



White Riveb Agency, Colobado, 

July 16, 1879. 

Sib : In regard to purchasing grist-mill of Todd & Co., Saint Louis, 
I find it hardly practicable to do the business with them. 

First, they insist that the man performing the skilled labor, for which 
you have appropriated $400, must have $3 a day from the time he 
starts, his ticket purchased at Saint Louis, and his board paid while at 
work, and his return ticket bought, and all this. 

Second, Messrs. Todd say that, as they have had *' some experience 
in settling bills for Lidian agencies, we would require you to appoint 
some agent here, with the money in hand, to receive the goods, and pay 
upon shipment of the same." 

Now, it seems to me that to receipt and pay for goods in this way 
will scarcely be allowed by you, and as to advancing passage-money to 
somebody, and becoming liable for an indefinite amount of money for 
^ wages and expenses, is considerably out of the way of common busi- 
ness prudence. 

I would therefore suggest that your agent purchase a mill in Chicago, 
a place where, in my experience, one is more likely to be satisfied than 
in Saint Louis. 

As I am going out to get the hogs you have authorized me to buy, in 
about a week, I think I can get a millwright at Greely or Denver, and 
within the amount limited ; also, I could go to Chicago and get the mill 
itself, and thus forward the business rapidly. 

Please send answer to this by telegraph to Rawlins, and it will reach 
me about the time it arrives at that place. 
Respectlully, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent. 

Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C. 



[Telejjjram.] 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

Washington, July 23, 1879. 
To N. C. iMkeker, Rawlins : 

I will obtain the machinery and have it shipped to your agency. You 
must take a decided stand with your Indians, to prevent future depre- 
dations, 

E. A. HAYT, 

Commissioner. 
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White Eivee AaENCY, Colorado, 

July 21, 1879. 

Sir: In making issue of supplies, agreeably to the new require- 
ments, Form 3, &c., it will be most decidedly economical to have paper 
sacks of different sizes, and therefore I would ask you for 2,500 14- 
pound paper bags^ 2,600 50 pound paper bags. 
Respectfully, 

N. 0. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent\ 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs^ Washington^ D C. 



Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

Washington, July 30, 1879. 

Sir : You will please include 4,000 paper sacks of the 14-pound size 
for the White River Agency, Colorado. F. Bohle, of No. 8 South Main 
street, Saint Louis, will inspect the sacks, to whom you will forward 
the samples upon which the contract of P. H. Kelly was awarded. 

Early shipment should be ordered. Advise Mr. Kelly, at Saint Paul, 
to whom the shipping directions should be sent, with orders to inform 
Mr. Bohle where the sacks can be found, and when they will be ready 
for inspection. 

In reply to the inquiry contained in your letter of the 25th instant, 
you are informed that 50 suits of police uniform, including hats, are re- 
quired for the White River Agency. 
Very respectfully, 

E. A. HAYT, 

Commissioner, 
F. D. Karr, 

No, 65 Wooster Street, New Yorh City, 



Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

July 23, 1879. 

Sir : Under date of the 4th instant. Agent Meeker, of White River 
Agency, Colorado, reports that, owing to the increased number of cattle 
in the herd belonging to his agency, and the location of large herds be- 
longing to private individuals near his reservation, it is necessary that 
additional facilities be furnished him for herding and taking care of his 
cattle; he therefore asks for authority to purchase two horses for that 
purpose, the cost not to exceed $80 each, which I have the honor to 
recommend. 

Yery respectfully, 

E. A. HAYT, 

Commissioner, 
The Hon. Secretary of the Interior. 



Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

Washington^ July 26, 1879. 

Sir: Acknowledging the receipt of your letter dated the 4th instant, 
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you are advised that so mucb of your request tbereiu contaiued as re- 
lates to the purchase of two horses for herding putposes has-been granted 
by the honorable Secretary of the Interior, the price to be paid not to 
exceed $80 each. 

Yery respectfully, 

B. A. HAYT, 

Commvtsioner. 
X. C. Meeker, 

Indian Agent, White River Agency, Colorado, 



White River Agency, Colorado, 

Atigust 11, 1879. 

Sir: Yours of July 14 (Colo. M. 1285. 79) received. The engine is 
about 20-horse power, the boiler 10 feet long, 3 feet diameter, and has 35 
flues. The gauge formerly asked was made in Chicago by Chicago Steam 
Gauge Company, is 7 inches in diameter, and made to indicate a press* 
ure of 200 pounds to the square inch. I hope the gauge may with cer- 
tainty be supplied. 
Eespectfully, 

N. C. MEEKER, 
• Indian Agent. 

Hon. B. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 



United States Indian Service, 

White Kiver Agency, Colorado, 

August 13, 1879. 

Sir: When in Denver I attempted to get our old field-glass repaired, 
but no one could do the work, and, beside, it was apparent that it is in 
such general bad order as scarcely worth the trouble, and therefore I 
bought two new field-glasses for $30. You had authorized me to buy 
one new one and to get the old repaired (June 30, p. Colo. M. 1286, 1287, 
1284, 1290, 1265, 1268, 1 1435, 1879). 

With such a large herd of cattle in care two glasses are often needed. 
More could be used many times, as several men are out at a time, and 
the range covers an area equal to a small State, and therefore I ask you 
to authorize this transaction. 
Respectfully, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent. 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

CommisHxoner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C. 



Department of the Interior, 

Office Indian Affairs, 

August 23, 1879. 

Sir: On the 27th of June last the department authorized Agent 
Meeker, of the White River Agency, Colorado, to purchase a field-glass 
and to have one repaired. 
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I herewith inclose two letters from said agent, dated respectively the 
11th and 13th instant, in the former of which he reports that he was 
unable to have the glass repaired, and thereupon purchased two, at a 
cost of $30, which he asks to be approved, and in the other requesting- 
to be supplied with a steam-gauge for use on the boiler in his mill ; and 
I have honor to recommend that the agent's action in purchasing the 
two glasses be approved, and that this office be authorized to purchase 
the gauge at the lowest attainable rates and ship it to said agency. 
Very respectfully, 

E. J. BROOKS, 

Acting Commissioner. 
The Hon. Seobetabv of Interior. 



Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 
Washington J), C, September 1, 1879. 

Sir : Replying to your two letters of the 13th and 11th ultimo, in the 
former of which you report an exigency purchase of two Held-glasses 
for use of your herders on cattle rango, at an expense of $30, and ask- 
ing the approval thereof, and in the letter in response to office letter of 
July 14 last giving dimensions of the engine, boiler, and flues at your 
agency, to enable this office to act intelligently in purchasing a new 
steam-gauge therefor, you are advised that the honorable Secretary of 
the Interior has approved the purchase of the field-glasses. 
The steam-guage has been ordered by this office. 
Yery respectfully, 

E. J. BROOKS, 

Acting Commission . 
N. C. Meeker, 

Indian Agent White River Agency^ Colorado. 



United States Indian Service, 

White River Agency, Colorado, 

August 13, 1879. 

Sir : I send you by this mail a sample of our wheat crop, now har- 
vested in good order, and in shock, there being 20 acres agency and 3- 
acres of the Indians. The quality would sell for first-class seed-wheat 
in the best farming community. The total yield will be from 150 to 200- 
bushels, although on sod. The greater portion should be used for seed 
next year, when I shall certainly have 75 acres of well-rotted sod, on 
which the yield should be from 25 to 40 bushels per acre, so rich is the 
soil. Perhaps I may have even 120 acres mellow ground. 
Respectfully, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent. 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs^ Washington^ D. C. 



Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

Washington^ August 20, 1879. - 

Sir: 'I am in receipt of an account in favor of the Denver Pacifie 
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Railroad Company for trauspoitatioo TarDisbed you from Cbeyenue to 
Deuveraud return, $14; and before any action will bo taken thereon 
with a view to settlement, I wish to be informed upon what business 
you went to said city, and under what authority the trip was made. 
Very respectfully, 

E. J. BROOKS, 

Acting Commissioner. 
N. C. Meeker, 

Indian Agent, White River Agency, Colorado. 



White River Agency, Colorado, 

Augmt 25, 1879. 

Sir: In regard to circular No. 31, July 12, 1878, I have to say that I 
was awaiting your decision as to whether any agency buildings would 
be erected this year. The warehouse ns j)ropoaed would have furnished 
storage for roots and for seed grain. 

My presenting you with plans for cellar and granary would depend, 
therefore, on whether the buildings are to be constructed. For the 
pi*eseut year I shall be obliged to construct a cellar for storage of roots 
and vegetables ; the grain. we can care for with little trouble. 

As to garden seeds generally, I am now saving them, and I intend to 
save, hereafter, all that is possible, so that few need be bought, and the 
Indians shall lay by jmtatoes for seed. 
Respectfully, 

N. C. MKEKER, 

Indian Agent. 
Hon. E. A. Uayt, 

CommisHioner of Indian Affairs^ Washington, D. C. 



Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 
Washington, September 15, 1879. 

Sir: In reply to your letter of the 25th ultimo, in response to circular 
letter from this office, No. 31, relative to granary and root cellar, you 
are referred to authority contained in my letter of the 8rh instant em- 
powering you to enter into contract for the erection of agency buildings 
at your agency. 

Verv respectfullv, 

E. J. BROOKS, 

Acting Commissioner, 
N. C. Meeker, 

Indian Agent White River Agency, Colorado, 



United States Indian Servicr, 
White River Agency, Colorado, 
White River Agency, Colorado, Augtist 25, 1879. 

Sir : Naturally, our harnesses are giving way, and must be repaired? 
and as we have an employ^ who can do the work, I ask an appropria- 
tion for this object, the items being : 1 saddler's horse, 1 gauge-knife, 1 
round ditto, 3 medium punches, 1 paper harness needles, 1 ditto awls. 
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2 pouuds wax, 2 ditto copperas, 4 sides haruess leather, 6 dozen l^iueh 
double buckles, 3 do. | double buckles; uot exceeding a cost of $50. 
I also ask appropriation for 50 pounds blue vitriol, needed for soaking 
seed wheat to prevent smut, $5. I also ask appropriation for two stub- 
ble-breakers, to attach to sulky breaker for old ground, $30. Total, $85. 

I wrote that the sulky breakers have arrived ; that one has been in 
use during the past week, plowing two acres a day, with three mules. 
Said breakers were billed as rigged for four mules, but they came rigged 
for three, and we shall try to adapt them to four, so tough is the sod. 
This amount of 2 acres a day is nearly double what we have been able 
to plow with ordinary breaker and four mules, while the work is better 
done; and beside the time of one man as driver is saved; so that the 
saving of a sulky breaker is nearly $5 a day. ^ow, with the stubble 
bottom to attach, we can prepare the 70 acres of wheat ground for next 
year at a saving equally great. 
Respectfully, 

K 0. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent. 

Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs^ Washington, J). C, 



Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 
Washington^ September 12, 1879. 

Sir : Referring to your letter of the 25th ultimo, asking authority to 
make certain necessary purchases, viz, one saddle-horse and a supply of 
tools and material for repairs to harness, 60 pounds blue vitriol, and two 
stubble-breakers, at a total cost of $85, you are advised that department 
authority has been granted for the expenditure of the sura mimed for the 
articles mentioned. 

Very respectfully, » 

E. J. BROOKS, 

Acting Commissioner, 
N. C. Meeker, 

United States Indian Agent, White River Agency, Colorado, 



White River Agency, Colorado, 

August 31, 1879. 

Sir : I think it my duty to ask you for 10,000 pounds of oais, in addi- 
tion to the 20,000 pounds now arriving. We are running 6 mules to 
ploughs, expecting to break 50 acres this fall for sowing oats next 
spring, and for this we shall need for the seed 3,000 pounds. Besides, I 
expect to move the sawmill, to fence 200 adres, and there is a good deal 
other work ; so that we shall need this grain. I can buy the grain at $5 
per cwt., delivered here, and a part will be Colorado oats, exactly what 
we want.for seed, being worth much more than any other. Our plows 
work well, and everything is in proper condition for profitable work. 

I also ask authority to purchase three or four sheets of zinc for making 
two sinks, to cost not exceeding $5 ; also, two coal-scuttles, cost not ex- 
ceeding $2.50. 

Respectfully, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent. 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner* of Indian Affairs, Washington^ D. C 
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Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

September 10, 1879. 

Sir: I am in receipt of a letter from Agent Meeker, of the White 
River Agency, Colo., under date 3l8t ultimo, reporting that he will need to 
<5arry him through the current fiscal year an additional supply of oats, 
not only for feed, but seed. The agent has on hand a large amount of 
work, that will tax to their utmost his agency animals, breaking land, 
hauling logs, rails for fencing 200 acres, and other work about the 
agency. He also reports as required threeor four sheets of zinc and two 
coal- scuttles. I have the hondr to recommend that he be authorized to 
buy, in open market, 10,000 pounds of oats, the zinc, and coal-scuttles, 
the total expenditure not to exceed $500. 
Very respectfully, 

B. A. HAYT, 

Commissioierm 
The Hon. Secretary of the Interior* 



Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 
Washifigton^ September 17, 1879. 

Sir: In reply to your letter of the 31st ultimo, asking that you be 
furnished with 10,000 pounds of ORts in addition to the 20,000 pounds 
now arriving at your agency, stating you will need fully 30,000 pounds 
for feed and seed to carry you through the year, owing to the increased 
acreage of land to be prepared for cultivation this fall and the ensuing 
spring, fencing 200 a<;res, and other farming operations and agency work 
requiring the constant employment of your teams, you are advised that 
the honorable Secretary of the Interior has granted you authority to pur- 
chase, in open market, 10,000 pounds of oats at the lowest attainable 
rates. You state that you can buy them, delivered at the agency, at 
$5 per 100 pounds. It is* believed that you should be able to obtain 
them at a less figure than that. 

The four sheets of zinc and two coal- scuttles, mentioned in your let- 
ter, you are authorized to purchase. The total expenditures under this 
authority not to exceed $500. 

Very respectfully, 

B. J. BKOOKS, 

Acting Commissioner. 

N. C. Meeker, 

Indian Agent^ White River Agency^ Colorado. 



Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

Wa^hington^ September 1,1879. 

Sir: I am in receipt of your estimate of funds required for the serv- 
ice in the White River Agency during the second and third quarters, 
1879. 

In compliance with said estimate, I have this day caused a requisition 
to issue for the sum of $6,402.10, to be placed to your credit with the 
First National Bank of Denver, Colo., from the appropriations and 
for the objects designated in the tabular statement herewith ; for the 
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proper care aud disposition of whicb sum you will be held to account 
under vour bond. 

Very respectfully, 

E. J. BEOOKE, 

Acting Commissioner, 
N. 0. Meeker, 

Indian Agentj White River Agency^ Colorado^ 

(via Rawlins J Wyo.) 



White Kiver Agency, 

September 6, 1879. 

Sir: I have received this year, for this agency, 5,973 pounds sugar, 
2,927 pounds coffee, against 7,621 pounds sugar last year, and 3,267 
pounds coffee last year. My request this year was 7,500 pounds sugar 
and 3,000 pounds coffee. Of the supply of last year, the sugar just held 
out; the coffi^e was exhausted for some time. 

It is highly probable that a much greater number of Indians will draw 
rations the coming year than they drew the last year, because they are 
to be forced, I suppose, to stay on their reservation. Therefore, it seems 
to me that you should send in addition 1,000 pounds coffee and 3,000 
pounds sugar. 

Eespectfully, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent. 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs. Wa^shington^ D. C. 



Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 
Washington^ September 18, 1879. 

Sir: On May 14 last you issued to H. W. Nieman a certified receipt 
and weigher's return for 2,073 pounds of oats purchased from him, in 
open market, at 70 cents per 100 |)Ounds, upon which payment was 
made by the Treasury Department about the 1st ultimo; and on the 
20th of June yoxi paid the same account,' and received a receipt there- 
for, which disbursement you charge in your accounts for tiie second 
quarter. Mr. Nieman has been instructed to deposit to the credit of the 
United States $14.51, and if he does not comply with the said instruc- 
tions, the amount named will be charged against you. 
Very respectfully, 

E. A. HAYT, Commissioner, 
N. C. Meeker, 

Indian Agents White River Agency^ Colorado. 



Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 
Washington^ September 22, 1879. 

Sir : It is noticed that you forward your weekly supply-reports in du- 
plicate. You are advised that but one copy is required in this office. 
Very respectfully, 

E. J. BEOOKS, 
Acting Commissioner. 
N. 0. Meeker, 

Indian Agent^ White River Agency^ Colorado. 
(Fentou.) 
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Cheyenne, Wyo., October 16, 1879. 

OOMMISSIONEE OP INDIAN AFFAIRS, 

Washington, D. C. : 

Will arrive at Denver to morrow ; have funds tben placed to my credit 
for fourth quarters. 

POLLOCK, Inspector. 



[Telegram.] 



Los PiNOS Indian Agency, Colo., 

November 3, 1879. 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 

Washington^ D. C. : 

How shall the White River Utes be subsisted while at this agency ; 
also, others during the sitting of the proposed commissioner at this 
nlace ? 

ST A]^ LEY, Agent. 



Denver, Colo., November 4, 1879. 

Sib : In compliance with jour instructions of October 13, and other 
dates, I have been obliged to incur necessary expenses for transporta- 
tion for food for escort and captives, for pay of couriers, &c. Some 
small sums I have paid myself ; other amounts remain due and unpaid, 
and I am not informed in what manner I shall settle the expenses of 
these proceedings. I have signed a voucher for the fare of the late cap- 
tives from Cimarron to Alamosa, as the stage company refuses to carry 
them without my guaranteeing the fare, and the amount exceeded my 
ability to i)ay ; and I have no dQubt the necessity of further expenses 
will occur. I would be pleased, therefore, to be advised when and in 
what manner the expenses should be paid. 

I may mention that I am under bonds to the Post-Office Department^ 
but perhaps certified vouchers will do as well as if a sum of money was 
placed to my credit in some national bank. 

Please favor me with a reply, if convenient, by telegraph, to Los Pinos^ 
via Like City, as those persons to whom I am indebted will wish to re- 
ceive their money. 

For the services rendered by Mr. J. J. Cline, for himself and his team, 
in accompanying me to the hostile camp and bringing back the captives, 
in all ten days' service, he should be well paid, and I would recommend 
the sum of $250 to be paid him, although I have made no bargain, and 
he would be satisfied with less. 
I am, very respectfully, 

CHARLES ADAMS, 
Special Agent. 
Hon. C. ScHURZ, 

Secretary of the Interior , Washington, D. C. 



Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 
Washington November 12, 1879. 

Sir : Acknowledging the receipt of your letter dated the 4th in- 
stant, in reference to the payment of expense in^wxt^ii va. ^ Q>>a.x \sKsar 
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sion to the Ute iDdians, you are advised tbat certified vouchers ia da- 
plicate must be issued for all expenses thus incurred and not paid by 
you. I have this day mailed to your address blanks upon which vouch- 
ers can be issued, upon which must appear a certificate of the nature 
of the service rendered or articles furnished, and be given to the claim- 
ant to be forwarded to this office for settlement. 

For the service of J. J. Oline, with team, in accompanying you to 
the hostile camp and returning with the released captives, you can is- 
tue him a voucher for the amount you deem just and equitable. For 
expenses incurred and paid by yourself, please take vouchers to be at- 
tached to your account to be rendered when your services have been 
completed. 

In making your certificate upon vouchers issued, be particular to 
state that they are issued in duplicate. 
Very respectfully, 

E. A. HAYT, 

Commissioner, 
Charles Adams, 

Los Pinos Agency, Colorado, 



White River Agency, Colorado, 

December 30, 1878. 

Sir: I send herewith sample of the 1,000 sacks of flour received at 
this agency from N. W. Wells, Schuyler, Nebr. The quality is so much 
better than the lots previously furnished, as to put the Indians in gockl 
temper. If they were taught to make raised bread, as I mean they 
shall be at the new agency, the flour would be still more satisfactory ; 
and yet 1 think a Higher grade would be more profitable, because the 
waste of any kind of bread made from it would be less. 

I also send a sample of the sacks in which all this flour came. The 
fabric is heavy and strong, and when the sacks are emptied, the mate- 
rial is valuable. No double sacking is required, as with ordinary sacks, 
and so far as this agency, at least, is concerned, such sacks should be 
the standard. 

Eespectfully yours, 

K C. MEEKER, 

Indian Ageiit 
Hon E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington^ D. C. 



White River Agency, Colorado, 

December 30, 1878. 

Sir : I have received one copy *' Gurnsey's Obstetrics " in response to 
my request, and the same can be but of great service in this remote re- 
gion, where there is no regular physician nor any treatise of the kind; 
and I am obliged, and especially so, that the work is of the homeopathic 
school. 

Respectfully yours, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent, 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs^ Washington, D, G. 
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(A.—Colorado— M— 2413. 1878.) 

Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

January 20; 1879. 

Sir : I am iu refeii)t of your letter of the 2d ultimo, stating that 
some of the Indiana at your agency are disposed to turn their attention 
to agriculture, and desire to be furnished with the necessary implements, 
also recommending as an indncement to them that assistance be ren- 
dered by issuing wagons, harness, and ploughs, and suggesting the 
propriety ot exchanging such articles with the Indians for ponies, of 
which they have entirely too many. 

In reply, I have to say that the plan proposed by you of taking ponies 
in lieu of wagons, &c., is not deemed feasible, as the ponies would only 
be a source of expense to the government for feed and care. If, how- 
ever, as stated, the Indians have ponies which they are willing to dis- 
l)08e of, it is suggested that they sell the same under your supervision 
and place the funds received therefor in your hands as miscellaneous 
receipts, to be used in the purchase of necessary wagons, &c., in ac- 
cordance with the plan set forth in office circular of Januiiry 24, 1877. 
(Copy herewith inclosed.) 

If the above suggestion can be carried out, you can dispose of the 
ponies and take up the amount of funds received therefor, and upon 
the receipt of your report showing the transaction, you will be author- 
ized to issue to the Indians entitled the articles needed by them if you 
have them on had, and failing that, you should submit an estimate for 
the articles required, to be paid from the funds received from sale of 
ponies to the extent of said funds, the balance, if any excess is approved, 
will be paid from other funds. 

The above plan should be urged upon the Indians if any demand is 
foand for ponies, but if none exists and you are satisfied the Indians 
will make good use of the articles, authority for the direct issue of 
wagons, &c., to them may be obtained upon your laying all the facts of 
the case before the office. 
Eespectfully, 

E. A. HAYT^ 

Commissioner. 

N. C. Meeker, Esq., 

United States Indian Agent, White River Agency^ Colorado. 



White Eiver Agency, Colorado, 

January 13, 1879. 

Sir: I have the honor to report that, during the fourth quarter of 
1878, 1 have collected the sum $16.50 on account of miscellaneous re- 
ceipts, which added to the amount previously reported ($10.50) makes 
a total on hand of seventy-seven dollars. 
Respecti'ully, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent, 
Hon. E. A, Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washingtony D, C. 
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sioD to tbe Ute Indians, you are advised tbat certified vouchers ia dn- 
plicate must be issaed for all exi)eiises thus incurred and not paid by 
you. I have this day mailed to your address blanks upon which vouch- 
ers can be issued, upon nhich must appear a certificate of the nature 
of the service rendered ur articles furnished, and be given to the claim- 
ant to be forwarded to this office for settlement. 

For the service of J. J. Cline, with team, in accom|)anying you to 
tbe hostile camp and returning with the released captives, you can is- 
ttie him a voucher for tbe amount you deem just and equitable. For 
expenses incurred and paid by yourself, please take vouchers to be at- 
tached to your account to be rendered when your services have been 
completed. 

Id making your certificate upon vouchers issued, he particular to 
state that they are issued in duplicate. 
Very resDectfnIly, 

E. A. HAYT, 

CommissUmer . 
Chaeles Adams. 

Los Finos Agency, Colorado. 



White River Aokncy, Colorado. 

Beeemher .30, 1878. 
Sir : I send herawith sample of the 1,000 sacks of flour received at 
this agency from N, W, Wells, Schuyler, Nebr. The quality is so much 
better than the lots previously fumisheil, as to put tbe Indians in good 
temper. If they were taught to make raised bread, as I mean they 
shall be at tbe new agency, tbe flour would be still more satisfactory; 
and yet I think a uigber grade would be more profitable, because the 
waste of any kind of bread made from it would be less. 

I also send a sample of tbe sacks in which all this flour came. The 
fobric is heavy and strong, and when the sacks are emptied, the mate- 
rial is valuable. Xo double sacking is required, as with ordinary sacks, 
and so far as this agency, at least, is concerned, such sacks should be 
tbe standard. 

Respectfully yours, 

N. C. MEEKBK, 

Indian Agent. 
Hon E. A. Hayt, 

Commisnioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C. 



White River Agency, Colorado, 
December 30, 1" 
Sir : I have received one copy " Gomsey'a Obstetrics " in resp< 
my request, and the same can be bat of great service in this rem 
gion, where there is no regular physician nor any treatise of thq. 
and I am obliged, and especially so, that the work is of the hoj " 
school. 

Respectfully yours, 

N. 0. F 



Hon. B. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington. 
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sion to tbe Ute Indians, you are advised that certified vouchers in du- 
plicate must be issued for all expenses thus incurred and not paid by 
you. I have this day mailed to your address blanks upon which vouch- 
ers can be issued, upon which must appear a certificate of the nature 
of the service rendered or articles furnished, and be given to the claim- 
ant to be forwarded to this office for settlement. 

For the service of J. J. Oline, with team, in accompanying you to 
the hostile camp and returning with the released captives, you can is- 
tue him a voucher for the amount you deem just and equitable. For 
expenses incurred and paid by yourself, please take vouchers to be at- 
tached to your account to be rendered when your services have been 
completed. 

In making your certificate upon vouchers issued, be particular to 
state that they are issued in duplicate. 
Very respectfully, 

E. A. HAYT, 

Commissioner . 
Ghables Adams, 

Los Finos Agency^ Colorado, 



White River Agency, Colorado, 

December 30, 1878. 

Sir: I send herewith sample of the 1,000 sacks of flour received at 
this agency from N. W. Wells, Schuyler, Nebr. The quality is so much 
better than the lots previously furnished, as to put the Indians in good 
temper. If they were taught to make raised bread, as I mean they 
shall be at the new agency, the flour would be still more satisfactory ; 
and yet 1 think a bigher grade would be more profitable, because the 
waste of any kind of bread made from it would be less. 

I also send a sample of the sacks in which all this flour came. The 
fabric is heavy and strong, and when the sacks are emptied, the mate- 
rial is valuable. No double sacking is required, as with ordinary sacks, 
and so far as this agency, at least, is concerned, such sacks should be 
the standard. 

Eespectfully yours, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent, 
Hon E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs^ Washington^ 2>. C. 



White River Agency, Colorado, 

Decetnber 30, 1878. 

Sir : I have received one copy *' Gurnsey's Obstetrics " in response to 
my request, and the same can be but of great service in this remote re- 
gion, where there is no regular physician nor any treatise of the kind ; 
and I am obliged, and especially so, that the work is of the homeopathic 
school. 

Respectfully yours, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent, 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs^ Washington, D, G. 
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(A.—Colorado— M— 2413. 1878.) 

Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

January 20, 1879. 

Sir : I am iu reeeii)t of your letter of the 2(1 ultimo, stating that 
some of the Indians at your ageno.y are disposed to turn their attention 
to agriculture, and desire to be furnished with the necessary implements, 
also recommending as an inducement to them that assistance be ren- 
dered by issuing wagons, harness, and ploughs, and suggesting the 
propriety ot exchanging such articles with the Indians for ponies, of 
wbicb they have entirely too many. 

Id reply, I have to say that the plan proposed by you of taking ponies 
in lieu of wagons, &c., is not deemed feasible, as the ponies would only 
be a source of expense to the government for feed and care. If, how- 
ever, as stated, the Indians have ponies which they are willing to dis- 
lK>8e of, it is suggested that they sell the same under your supervision 
and place the funds received therefor in your han<is as miscellaneous 
receipts, to be used in the purchase of necessary wagons, &c., in ac- 
cordance with the plan set forth in office circular of January 24, 1877. 
(Copy herewith inclosed.) 

If the above suggestion can be carried out, you can dispose of the 
ponies and take up the amount of funds received therefor, and upon 
the I'eceipt of your report showing the transaction, you will be author- 
ized to issue to the Indians entitled the articles needed by them if you 
have them on had, and tailing that, you should submit an estimate for 
the articles required, to be paid from the funds received from sale of 
ponies to the extent of said funds, the balance, if any excess is approved, 
will be paid from other funds. 

The above plan should be urged upon the Indians if any demand is 
fonnd for ponies, but if none exists and you are satisfied the Indians 
will make good use of the articles, authority for the direct issue of 
wagons, &c., to them may be obtained upon your laying all the facts of 
the case before the office. 
Eespectfully, 

E. A. HAYT^ 

Commissioner. 

N. C. Meeker, Esq., 

United States Indian Agent, White Kiver Agency, Colorado. 



White Eiver Agency, Colorado, 

January 13, 1879. 

SiB: I have the honor to report that, during the fourth quarter of 
1878, 1 have collected the sum $16.50 on account of miscellaneous re- 
ceipts, which added to the amount previously reported ($10.50) makes 
a total on hand of seventy-seven dollars. 
Eespectfullv, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent. 
Hon. E. A, Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washingtotij D. C. 
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sion to the Ute Indians, you are advised tbat certified vouchers in du- 
plicate raust be issued for all expenses thus incurred and not paid by 
you. I have this day mailed to your address blanks upon which vouch- 
ers can be issued, upon which must appear a certificate of the nature 
of the service rendered or articles furnished, and be given to the claim- 
ant to be forwarded to this office for settlement. 

For the service of J. J. Oline, with team, in accompanying you to 
the hostile camp and returning with the released captives, you can is- 
tue him a voucher for the amount you deem just and equitable. For 
expenses incurred and paid by yourself, please take vouchers to be at- 
tached to your account to be rendered when your services have been 
completed. 

In making your certificate upon vouchers issued, be particular to 
state that they are issued in duplicate. 
Very respectfully, 

E. A. HAYT, 

Commissio'tier , 
Charles Adams, 

Los Pinos Agency, Colorado, 



White River Agency, Colorado, 

December .30, 1878. 

Sir: I send herewith sample of the 1,000 sacks of flour received at 
this agency from N, W. Wells, Schuyler, Nebr. The quality is so much 
better than the lots previously furnished, as to put the Indians in good 
temper. If they were taught to make raised bread, as I mean they 
shall be at the new agency, the flour would be still more satisfactory; 
and yet 1 think a Higher grade would be more profitable, because the 
waste of any kind of bread made from it would be less. 

I also send a sample of the sacks in which all this flour came. The 
fabric is heavy and strong, and when the sacks are emptied, the mate- 
rial is valuable. No double sacking is required, as with ordinary sacks, 
and so far as this agency, at least, is concerned, such sacks should be 
the standard. 

Eespectfully yours, 

K C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent 
Hon E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, 2>. 0. 



White River Agency, Colorado, 

Decetnber 30, 1878. 

Sir : I have received one copy *' Gurnsey's Obstetrics " in response to 
my request, and the same can be but of great service in this remote re- 
gion, where there is no regular physician nor any treatise of the kind ; 
and I am obliged, and especially so, that the work is of the homeopathic 
school. 

Respectfully yours, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D, C. 
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(A.— Colorado— M— 2413. 1878.) 

Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

January 20, 1879. 

Sir : I am iu receii)t of jour letter of the 2d ultimo, stating that 
some of the Indians at jour ageno.y are disposed to turn their attention 
to agriculture, and desire to be furnished with the necessary implements, 
also recommending as an inducement to them that assistance be ren- 
dered by issuing wagons, harness, and ploughs, and suggesting the 
propriety o\ exchanging such articles with the Indians for ponies, of 
which they have entirely too many. 

Id reply, I have to say that the plan proposed by you of taking ponies 
in lien of wagons, &c., is not deemed feasible, as the ponies would only 
be a source of expense to the government for feed and care. If, how- 
ever, as stated, the Indians have ponies which they are willing to dis- 
pose of, it is suggested that they sell the same under your supervision 
and place the funds received therefor in your hands as miscellaneous 
receipts, to be used in the purchase of necessary wagons, &c., in ac- 
cordance with the plan set forth in office circular of Janujiry 24, 1877. 
(CJopy herewith inclosed.) 

If the above suggestion can be carried out, you can dispose of the 
ponies and take up the amount of funds received therefor, and upon 
the receipt of your report showing the transaction, you will be author- 
ized to issue to the Indians entitled the articles needed by them if you 
have them on had, and failing that, you should submit an estimate for 
the articles required, to be paid from the funds received from sale of 
ponies to the extent of said funds, the balance, if any excess is approved, 
will be paid from other funds. 

The above plan should be urged upon the Indians if any demand is 
found for ponies, but if none exists and you are satisfied the Indians 
will make good use of the articles, authority for the direct issue of 
wagons, &c., to them may be obtained upon your laying all the facts of 
the case before the office. 
Eespectfully, 

E. A. HAYT^ 

Commissioner, 

N. C. Meeker, Esq., 

United States Indian Agent, White River Agency, Colorado, 



White Kiver Agency, Colorado, 

January 13, 1879. 

Sis : I have the honor to report that, during the fourth quarter of 
1878, I have collected the sum $16.50 on account of miscellaneous re- 
ceipts, which added to the amount previously reported ($10.50) makes 
a total on band of seventy-seven dollars. 
Respectful I V, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent. 
Hon. E. A, Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C. 
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sion to the Ute Indians, you are advised that certified vouchers in du- 
plicate must be issued for all expenses thus incurred and not paid by 
you. I have this day mailed to your address blanks upon which vouch- 
ers can be issued, upon which must appear a certificate of the nature 
of the service rendered or articles furnished, and be given to the claim- 
ant to be forwarded to this office for settlement. 

For the service of J. J. Oline, with team, in accompanying you to 
the hostile camp and returning with the released captives, you can is- 
the him a voucher for the amount you deem just and equitable. For 
expenses incurred and paid by yourself, please take vouchers to be at- 
tached to your account to be rendered when your services have been 
completed. 

In making your certificate upon vouchers issued, be particular to 
state that they are issued in duplicate. 
Very respectfully, 

E. A. HAYT, 

Commissio'tier . 
Ghables Adams, 

Los Finos Agency^ Colorado, 



White River Agency, Colorado, 

December 30, 1878. 

Sir: I send herewith sample of the 1,000 sacks of flour received at 
this agency from N. W. Wells, Schuyler, Nebr. The quality is so much 
better than the lots previously furnished, as to put the Indians in good 
temper. If they were taught to make raised bread, as I mean they 
shall be at the new agency, the flour would be still more satisfactory ; 
and yet 1 think a bigher grade would be more profitable, because the 
waste of any kind of bread made from it would be less. 

I also send a sample of the sacks in which all this flour came. The 
fabric is heavy and strong, and when the sacks are emptied, the mate- 
rial is valuable. No double sacking is required, as with ordinary sacks, 
and so far as this agency, at least, is concerned, such sacks should be 
the standard. 

Eespectfully yours, 

K C. MEEKER, 

Indian Age)it 
Hon E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs j Washington^ D. C, 



White River Agency, Colorado, 

Decetnber 30, 1878. 

Sir : I have received one copy *' Gurnsey's Obstetrics " in response to 
my request, and the same can be but of great service in this remote re- 
gion, where there is no regular physician nor any treatise of the kind ; 
and I am obliged, and especially so, that the work is of the homeopathic 
school. 

Respectfully yours, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent, 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, B. G, 
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(A.— Colorado— M— 2413. 1878.) 

Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

January 20; 1879. 

Sir : I ain iu reeeii)t of your letter of the 2d nltimo, stating that 
some of the Indians at yonr agency are disposed to turn their attention 
to agriculture, and desire to be furnished with the necessary implements, 
also recommending as an inducement to them that assistance be ren- 
dered by issuing wagons, harness, and ploughs, and suggesting the 
propriety ol exchanging such articles with the Indians for ponies, of 
which they have entirely too many. 

In reply, I have to say that the plan proposed by you of taking ponies 
in lieu of wagons, &c., is not deemed feasible, as the ponies would only 
be a source of expense to the government for feed and care. If, how- 
ever, as stated, the Indians have ponies which they are willing to dis- 
I>08e of, it is suggested that they sell the same under your supervision 
and place the funds received therefor in your hands as miscellaneous 
receipts, to be used in the purchase of uecessary wagons, &c., in ac- 
cordance with the plan set forth in office circular of Janu<iry 24, 1877. 
(CJopy herewith inclosed.) 

If the above suggestion can be carried out, you can dispose of the 
ponies and take up the amount of funds received therefor, and upon 
the receipt of your report showing the transaction, you will be author- 
ized to issue to the Indians entitled the articles needed by them if you 
have them on had, and tailing that, you should submit an estimate for 
the articles required, to be paid from the funds received from sale of 
ponies to the extent of said funds, the balance, if any excess is approve<l, 
will be paid from other funds. 

The above plan should be urged upon the Indians if any demand is 
found for ponies, but if none exists and you are satisfied the Indians 
will make good use of the articles, authority for the direct issue of 
wagons, &c., to them may be obtained upon your laying all the facts of 
the case before the office. 
Eespectfully, 

E. A. HAYT^ 

Commissioner. 

N. C. Meeker, Esq., 

United States Indian Agent, White River Agency, Colorado, 



White Kiver Agency, Colorado, 

January 13, 1879. 

Sis : I have the honor to report that, during the fourth quarter of 
1878, 1 have collected the sum $16.50 on account of miscellaneous re- 
oeipt8, which added to the amount previously reported ($10.50) makes 
a total on hand of seventy-seven dollars. 
Respectfullv, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent. 
Hon. E. A, Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, ^yashingtony D. C. 



\ 



238 ute indians in colorado. 

Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

Washington^ January 15, 1879. 

Sir : I have the houor to request that the action of General Edward 
Hatch, chairman of the commission, in employing N. M. Gartis and 
Golonel Pfeiffer, at a compensation of $150 and $225 per mouth, respect- 
ively, for the purpose of collecting the Utes for the payment of their 
annuities and conducting the negotiations for the sale of their reserva- 
tion, be approved. 

It is i)roper for me to remark that the services of these persons are 
reported to me as having been particularly valuable, to the commis- 
sion. 

Very respectfully*, your obedient servant, 

B. A. HAYT, 



Commissioner. 



The Hon. Secretary of the Interior. 



Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

Washington, January 18, 1879. 

Sir: Referring to department communication of the 15th instant 
approving the employment by General Edward Hatch, chairman Ute 
commission, of N. M. Gurtis, at a salary of $150 per month, to assist in 
collecting the Utes together for the purpose of receiving their annuities, 
&c., I have now the honor to request that L. M. Kelley, United States 
Indian agent, Los Pinos Agency, Colorado, be authorized to continue 
the service of Mr. Gurtis at the same rale of compensation, viz, $150 
per month, and also to act as interpreter, his services to terminate upon 
the arrival at their reservation of the Utes now visiting this city. The 
amount allowed for employ<Ss at the Los Pinos Agency for the present 
fiscal year is $5,520. 

Very respectfully, vour obedient servant, 

E. A. HAYT, 

Commissioner. 

The Hon, Secretary of the Interior. 



(A. Colorado, 1, 108—79.) 

Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

January 16, 1879. 

Sir: 1 transmit herewith copy of department letter of the 15th 
instant, approving your action in the employment of N. M. Gurtis and 
Golonel Pieiffer, at $150 and $225 dollars per month, respectively, 
for the purpose of colle(»tiug the Utes to receive their annuities, &c. 
Gopy of this approval should be filed with your vouchers for this ex- 
penditure. 

Very respectfullv, 

E. A. HAYT, 

Commissioner, 
Edward Hatch, 

ColoneU U. S. A., Chairman Ute Commission^ present. 



UTE INDIANS IN COLOKADO. 239 

White Rivee Agency, Colorado, 

January 20, 1879. 

Sle: I shall be obliged if you will correct an error in abstract D, 
third quarter, 1878, in tbe amount <)f tobacco issued during*; said quarter, 
as tbe amount issued was 149^ (>ounds, instead of 148j^ pounds shown by 
an addition of the figures in the abstract. .Also please correct the re- 
turu of property tor said third quarter, so as to make the amount of to- 
bacco on hand at close of the quarter 265^ instead of 2'o6^ pounds. 
Respectfully, 

N. 0. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Comnissioiier of Indian Affairs^ Washington, D. C, 



Department of the Interior, 
Office of Indian Affairs, 

January 25, 1879. 

Sir : i have the honor to submit herewith a letter from N. C. Meeker, 
United States Indian agent at the White River Agency, Colorado, in 
regard to the employment of John S. Titcomb, civil enginet^r, for the pur- 
pose of laying out an irrigating canal at said agency. 1 also inclose two 
descriptive siatemeuta which show that Mr. Titcomb's services began on 
July 19, and terminated on August 13, 1878, makin;;: twenty five days, 
at a compensHtiou of $7 per day, an«l involving an expenditure of $175. 

In view of the facts set forth by the a<;ent, I have the honor to recom- 
mend that his action in the employment of John S. Titcomb as civil 
engineer for the time indicated be ap|)roved, and the expenditure ($175) 
allowed, payment for which is provide<l in "Act making appropriations 
for sundry civil expenses of the ;roverninent for the fi>cal year ending 
Jane 30, 1879, and for other purposes" : " To enable the Secietaiy of 
the Interior to remove the LTte Indians from the present reservation in 
White River, Colorado, to a more suitable location where agriculture can 
be pursued and the erection of suitable buildings for such new location, 
ten tbousatid dollars." 

Verv respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. A. HAYT, 

CommiHsioner, 

The Hon. Secuetary of the Interior. 



(A. Colorado, 1—226—79. M— 1371— 78. M— 1676— 78.) 

Department of the Interior, 
Office of Indian Affairs, 

February 3, 1879. 

Sib : The employment of John S. Titconjb as civil engineer from 
Jaly 19, to August 13, 1878, inclusive, 25 days, in la>in«x out an irrigat- 
ing canal at Powell's Bottom, the new location for the White River 
Agency, at a compensation of $7 per day, amounting to the sum of $175, 
IS hereby approved. 
Respectfully, 

E. A. FIA^T, 

(Jommiss^oner. 
^Nathan C. Meeker, 

United States Indian Agent, White River Agency <t Colorado. 
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United States Indian Service, 
White Kiver Agency, Colorado, 

January 21, 1879. 

Sir : I have the hoDor to trausmit to yon by this day's mail my ac- 
counts for the fourth quarter, which, I think, will be found complete, with 
the exception of two vouchers which I retain because they receipt in 
full for work done on the irrigratin^ ditch, and so made out because I 
had every reason to suppose that the balance required would be for- 
warded during the quarter. 

The payments by check were on account to N. M. Curtis, November 
30, 1878, $50 (amount still due him, $175.20); to William Lithgow, No- 
vember 23, 1878, $383.33 (amount still due him, $431.50). This part of 
the accounts being unsettled, I await your direction in the matter. 
Eespectfnlly yours, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent. 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs^ Washington^ J). G, 



(A. Colorado, M~2020— 1878.) 

Department of the Interior, 
Office of Indian Affairs, 

February 5, 1879. 

Sir: Replying to your letter dated October 21, 1878, I have to say 
that annuity goods should be issued only to the Indians belonging to 
your agency, and in all cases the issue should be made in accordance 
with section 2100 of the Revised Statutes. 
Respectfully, 

E. A. HAYT, 

Commissioner, 
N. 0. Meeker, Esq., 

United States Indian Agent, White River Agency. 



(A.— Colorado— M— 474. 1879. M~476. 1879.) 

Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

March 8, 1879. 

Sir : The appointment and discharge of the following employes at the 
White River Agency, Colorado, recommended in your communication of 
the 24th ultimo, are hereby approved. 

appointed. 

Ungarounse, assistant herder, with horse, February 14, 1878, $1.50 
per day. 
Pahtats, assistant herder, with horse, February 14, 1878, $1.50 perday. 
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DISCHARGED. 

rugarouQse, assistant berder, with horse, February 19, 1879. 
Pahtats, assistant herder, with horse, Febrnary 19, 1879. 
Terv respectfully, 

E. A. HAYT, 

Commissioner. 
y. C. Meeker, Esq., 

United States Indian Agent, White Eirer Agency, Colorado. 



United States Indian Service, 

White Eiyer Agency, Colorado, 

March 17, 1879. 

Sir : I have now not less than twelve Indians regularly at work on the 
farm, and it is likely that the number will be considerably increased. 
They are engaged in fencing, in grubbing a large bottom for potato 
ground, in clearing off meadow ground of brush and other obstructions, 
&c., and I am something at a loss from what fund to pay them. How- 
ever, for the work done in this quarter I think I can draw on the inci- 
dental fund. I hope this will meet your approval, but at any rate I 
wish I may have a special fund provided for this object. 
Respect fu 11 V vours, 

y. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent. 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C. 



(A.— Colorado— M—508-511-G10. 1879.) 

depart3ient of the interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

2Iarch 28, 1879. 

Sir: Your report of irregular employes (Indian) for the month of Feb- 
ruary last, involving an expenditure of 830.50, is hereby approved. 

Referring to your letter of the 17th instant, wherein you report having 
twelve Indians regularly employed on the farm, &c., and requesting 
that a special fund be [)rovided from which these Indians may be paid, 
you-are directed to report at the end of each month the Indians employed, 
the work in which they have been engaged, the rate of compensation 
paid (which should not exceed $15 per month), and the total amount 
{mid each one. A reasonable amount of such service will receive the 
approval of this office, and funds will be sent to you for the payment of 
same. 

In submitting your estimate of funds you will be particular to state 
the amount required for the payment of these irregular Indian employes. 

lo this connection your attention is called to office circulars Nos. 1(> 
and 12, relative to the employment of Indians. 
Respectfully, 

E. A. HAYT, 

Commissioner. 

N. C. Meeker, Esq., 

United States Indian Agent^ White River Agency, Colorado. 

8. Ex. 31 16 
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White Kiveb Agency, Colorado, 

March 17, 1879. 

Sir : One of our herding horses is a mare and she is not as serviceable 
for oar use as she should be. I have opportunity to trade her with one 
ot the employes, Joseph Callow, or with an Indian for a horse, even, and 
as it would be advantageous to the service to do so I ask your authority 
for this transaction. 
Respectfully, 

X. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C, 



(A— Colorado— M— COS. 1879.) 

Departaient of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

March 31, 1879. 

Sir: I am in receipt of your communication of the 17th instant, re- 
questing authority to trade one ot the agency mares with one of the 
employes or with an Indian for a horse. In reply, I have to say that 
there is no statute authorizing such an exchange of government prop- 
erty, and, therefore, the transaction is inadmissible. 
Very resi)ectfully, 

E. A. HAYT, 

Commissioner. 
N. C. Meeker, Esq., 

United States Indian Agent, White River Agency, Colorado. 



White River Agencv, Colorado, 

March 17, 1879. 

Sir : I have but a small quantity of soap on hand, and as the Indians 
do not all take a fancy to soap, I would prefer to issue it only as called 
for, if this has your approval. 
Respectfully, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent. 
Hon.E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C. 



(A^Coloradc— M— C30. 1879.) 

Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

April 7, 1879. 

Sir : In reply to your communication of the 17th ultimo, stating that 
the Indians do not seem to care for soap, and asking that you be per-: 
raitted to issue it only when it is asked for, I have to say that this of- 
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fice sees no objection to such action on yonr part, but the use of soap 
should be encouraged for its civilizing influence. 
Kespect fully, 

E. A. HAYT, 

Commissioner. 
'S, C. Meeker, Esq., 

United States Indian Agent^ White River Agency, Colorado. 



White Eiver Agency, Colorado, 

March 21, 1870. 

Sir: In response to "remarks on my accounts-' I have to say, as 
follows : 

The disbursements of fractional second quarter, 1878, vouchers 2 and 
3, 12. That this expense \ras incurred in taking ex-Agent Danforth 
to the railroad, Bear River, was unfordable, hence the ferriage, which, 
however, was on the return. The delay at Rawlins was a necessity, 
because the mules had been a long time without any grain, the weather 
was and had been stormy, and the mules could not under the circum- 
stances immediately return. 

Voucher No. 4, $120.38. So far and so soon as possible subvouchers 
will be obtained and forwarded, and I can say now that the reason why 
I staid at Rawlins two and a half days was because there was a snow- 
storm, and no teams would start on the journey. 

Property returns fractional second quarter, 1878 : Two bead planes, 
not taken up from receipt to Danforth, will be taken up first quarter, 
1879 ; also one shovel. 

Abstract D, vouchers 1, 2, and 4 to No. 8: Number of Indians to 
whom supplies were issued should be as follows: Voucher No. 1, 102 ; 
No. 2, 168 ; No. 4, 170 ; No. 5, IG8 ; No. G, 80 ; No. 7, 68 ; No. 8, 52. The 
reason why these numbers had not been given was because there was 
no rciiuirement on the vouchers to this end. However, these numbers 
did always appear in the weekly supply reports, and, in absence of other 
directions, so far as seen, this was supposed enough. 

Voucher 7 : The correct date is June 10, 1878. May 10 is an error. 

Abstract D, vouchers 1 to 13, inclusive, " number of Indians not 
stated.'' The report now is for vouchers No. 1, 32; No. 2, 44; No. 3, 
32 ; No. 4, 92 ; No. 5, subsistence to three chiefs to Uncompahgre 
(as per order commission); No. 6, 612; No. 7, 468; No. 8, 46S; No. 0, 
476; No. 10, 452; No. 11, r)72; No. 12, 764; No. 13, 772. 

Abstract D, voucher 1, third quarter, "agent's certificate not signed''; 
shall be obliged for its return, that it may be signed. 

Pay roll disbursements, voucher 15, third quarter, 1878. The occa- 
sion of the Sunday work ^of Crepe and Quitnm was that of going to 
and coming from work between the agency and Powell Valley while 
our arrangements were incomplete and accommodations wholly insuffi- 
cient. The discrepancy of reporting at 50 cents per day and afterwards 
at $15 per month, arose from the idea, at that time, that they meant the 
same. Other strictures will be responded to hereafter, with such vouch- 
ers as cannot now be obtained. 

Medical returns. — The rubber syringe was accidentally left off, and will 
appear on next property returns. 
Respectfully, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent. 

Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C* 
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White River Agency, Colorado, 

Ifarch 24, 1879. 

Sir: Your circular No. 27, as to the appointment of relatives, is re 
ceived, and sball be sbortly regarded. 
Respectfully, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent. 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washigton, T), C 



White River Agency, Colorado, 

March 24t, 1879. 

Sir: Last week we had about ten Indians at work grubbing bottom- 
lauds and other work. They are somewhat irregular, but the weather 
was rather stormy. On Friday afteruoon there were seventeen, includ- 
ing Douglas, engaged iu grubbing, altogether. They work well. 

In consequence of the irregularity, I have thought it best to have 
them i)oid at the rate of 50 cents a day, except, perhaps, Douglas, who 
has $15 a month. 
Respectfully, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C. 



White River Agency, Colodado, 

March 31, 1879. 

Sir: You should find inclosed vouchers 3 and 6, fourth quarter, 1878, 
for work performed as stated therein. The payment for the work was 
ouly in part ; the remainder is to. be paid as soon as remittances are re- 
ceived. 

RespectfuUv, 

X. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent, 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Afairs, Washington, D. C. 



United States Indian Service, 
WniTE River Agency, Colorado, 

April 7, 1879. 

Sir: In this quarterly report I have to say the health of the In- 
dians has not been so good as hitherto and there have been some deaths, 
while some have recovered from pneumonia, though the tendency pow 
seems toward consumption. A serious fighting encounter is likely to 
have a fatal termination, as tlie man was shot through the hips. A 
detailed account was sent you at the time. 

Four of the employ6s have resigned, three to work farms of their own ; 
one is to return after atte iding to bu>iness. The cost of living — much 
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greater than elsewhere — the want of accommodation, and the lack of 
society contribute to make thie position for first-class laborers far from 
being attractive. Other men have been sent for to fill their places. 

The work has been almost wholly directed to raising as large a farm- 
crop as possible this the first year of preparation of the ground. Eighty 
acres have been substantialy fenced with cedar posts, a heavy pole on 
top and two strings of barbed wire below. Twenty acres of wheat is 
now up and growing. Twenty acres of new bottom land, intended for 
potatoes, is partly cleared mostly done bj' Indian labor. A boom 300 
feet long has been built for holding the saw logs to be floated down 
next June. 

Something over thirty Indians have been at work, but the average of 
steady laborers is from twelve to fifteen. These are induced to work by 
the influence of Douglas their chief. They are his retainers, and they are 
more subject to him than they would be if they were slaves. He takes 
their rations and provides recrular meals. Another chief, Johnson, 
boards some of them, and they get along well, considering the great 
need of horses, stoves, and cooking furniture. The remedy for this con- 
ditioD is to provide small allotments of land, houses, &c., for each 
working Indian, whereby he will have a home of his own, and thus 
become independent of his chief, by which means this species of a feudal 
aystem will be broken up and destroyed. Of course time and a well- 
defined system are required. The progress thus far is decidedly encour- 
agiog, particularly wben it is remembered that these Indians never 
voaKi work before. All the time difliculties arise ; in fact, the history 
of every day is the history of difliculties. 

I had certainly expected that by thi.s time a response would have been 
received in regard to the plans I sent you of agency buildings for the 
new location, and i)articularly for school accommodations. All the work 
is done iu Powell Valley, 18 miles below ; rations are issued here, and 
tiie school Is kept in the dwelling of the teacher, which is the best to be 
sbtained. All the Indians are in Powell, and I am there myself five 
'8 in the week. The houses there are a blacksmith-shop, one for the 
tploy^s and one for myself, all of logs, with dirt roofs ; two of them 

ived from this location. 
Ayonog girl was taken by the teacher last summer and kept till re- 
itly; she was well cared for, slept with the teacher, was dressed as 
as any white girl, and she made fine progress. Then her father took 
away. He had no wife of his own, but his son married and he lived 
her, and the little school girl was required to carry wood and 
I could not get her back. The two remaining boys belong, one 
DoaglaSy and one to Lewerick, a chief of the faction opposed to 
iglas, and they will probably stay, so as to learn English and so as 
fepresent the two adverse parties. If we had accommodation in 
fdl, a fair number could be had ; but the prospect of having a child 
is not brilliant, for it looks as if when a great deal is done for 
^^ and as if when the^* improve fast and become greatly attached to 
-i^B^ldiool, an inducement is presented for taking them away, because 
ire supposed to be more useful, or else a fear is felt they will 
jj*® 4>be like themselves. 

'f* vna to me that work goes before education, and that only the 

I I {man can have an idea of the use of schooling. A savage can 

^^ I notion of the value of knowing many things. Besides, the 

*^ hmily has no discipline, and the children are neither the heirs 

'maors of it. The only discipline exercised in this agency is whea 
^ B jnen to work day after day ; and this ou the \>^\i^\\.N ol '^WXx.- 
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holding extra ratious. Thi$;, in fact, is equivalent to " compulsory edu- 
cation/' and it is the only power that can be raade to operate. In other 
words, with plenty of coffee and sugar and dried peaches I can lead 
them forward to civilization. The agency herd has been rounded up 
and found in good condition. The labor required in such work, and in 
butchering, is vastly increased by the thousands of Indian horses oc- 
cupying the range around the locality when the Indians require beef. 
For instance, the Indians are encamped in Powell Valley with their 
horses and although this range should be occupied by cattle none are 
found nearer than eight miles, and we are now obliged to go ten miles 
to butcher. 

It seems to me evident that the greatest obstacle to civilizing the ma- 
jority of the Indians is their ownership of horses, which is proved by 
the fact that these who work have either few or no horses. An Indian 
who has a band of horses devotes all his time to them and to racing. Such 
a one will not work, nor will he sell any of his stock, but he is clam- 
orous for goods and supplies, and, having influence by means of his pos- 
sessions, he is an obstacle to all progress. 
Respectfully, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent, 

Hon. E. A. Bayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 



United States Indian Service, 
White River Agency, Colorado, 

April 14, 1879. 

Sir : On November 28, 1879, I responded to your circular Ko. 26 con- j 
cerning issues to Indians individually instead of to families, and thereiuj^ 
I showed that, in the weekly issues, the requirements were so difficult* 
and impossible of performance that L would be forced to continue the 
old methodj but, at the same time, I sent a form substantially the same, ;< 
indicating what I could accomplish. The reasons why I did this were ^ 
given in detail, and I have been waiting for your reply. 
Respectfully, 

K 0. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent 

Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs^ Washington, D. C. 



(A. Colorado. M. 675. 1879.) 

Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, y.,„ 

^Yasllington, April 7, 1879. •■„• 

Sir: Explanations to exceptions to your accounts as United Statelf ;; 
Indian Agent at White River, forwarded by you under date of MaroliS^' 
24, 1879, have been received. 

Your attention is called to regulations of this office that all expIanM; ,^ 
tions must be submitted in duplicate, and that the cash and proper^.^ 
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explaDatioDS mast be made as separate and distiuct commuDicatioas 
before they cau be considered. 

Each exception, whether to cash or property, must be taken up and 
explained in detail^ as required by the exception. 
Respectfullv. 

E. A. HAYT, 

Commissioner. 
N. C. Meeker, Esq., 

United States Indian Agent, White River Agency, Colorado. 



White River Agency, Colorado, 

Ajyril 14, 1879. 

Sir : I apprehend that in my accounts of List fall, and perhaps of this 
spring, a discrepancy will be found, indicating an excess of some supplies 
issued considering tbe number of Indians reported. If such excess 
should appear, it will arise from issuing the same to Indians who are 
at work, and the authority was assumed from the closing paragraph of 
circular So. 12, as follows : ** Indians will be employed for all tempo- 
rary labor whenever practicable, and at a compensation not exceeding 
$15 a month, in cash, and full rations of subsistence or its equivalent.'^ 
Hence, sometimes they had less flour and generally less beef than they 
are entitled to, and more coffee, sugar, and baking-powder. The work- 
ing Indians have two boarding-houses, and the rations are issued in 
bulk to the Indian families that cook for them, and I have given in 
addition some potatoes and drieil apples belonging to the school. 

Inasmuch as the cooking is done out doors, without stoves and with 
few cooking utensils, the food does not go as far as it would if there 
were only common conveniencies; but they get along tolerably well, for 
I help them what I can, and encouraging them with the hope of houses, 
stoves, and furniture in the future, 2^ext year, or at the close of this, 
I hope to have plenty of vegetables and of their own growing. 

The work they are performing is naturally laborious, and I wish I had 
a greater variety of food, for 1 know it will greatly increase their will- 
ingness to labor. f 
Respectfully, 

>s. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent. 

Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Awaits, Washington j D. C. 



United States Indian Service, 
White River Agency, Colorado, 

Ajyril 14, 1879. 

Sir : In response to your circular No, 20, requesting me to furnish you 
a list of the employes required for the coming year, 1 would say: That 
in addition to the regular force of teachers, carpenter, blacksmith, 
farmer, engineer, sawyer, and herder — seven — I shall require the six 
additional men you have hitherto allowed. 

The situation is as follows: Rations are issued at the old location, 
where the carpenter puts up rations and keeps the accounts, and the 
teacher cares for the children and gives out medicine. I myself spend 
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five days in tbe week at the new location, where all the rest of the em- 
ployes are at work and also fifteen or twenty Indians. We are half 
moved; everything is new; we are breaking raw land and fencing it, 
making lateral courses for irrigation, trying to build Indian houses ; in 
short, going through a vast sight of pioneer work. 

The cattle, numbering over 1,500 head, are pushed out by the many 
bands of horses from the central range, so as to form a vast circum- 
ference, as I have previously stated to you, requiring a great deal of 
work on t"he part t)f the herders and employes, particularly for " round- 
ing up" to butcher, and important work presses forward every hour. 
The Indians at work require constant superintendence, for, having only 
commenced, they do not know how to work alone, and thus we have 
need, and great need, for the men I ask for. In addition, I want to 
break several hundred acres of sod this spring and summer, which Indi- 
ans cannot possibly do; and this must be done and the ground fenced, 
that these Indians may have land they can till next year. If I had 
proper land this spring, with farm implements, the Indians would put 
in several hundred acres in crops; but I have it not, and they take all 
there is available,' about fifty acres. I tried hard last summer to get 
ground broken and was only able to plow in the fall, so that now the 
sod is but partly rotted and the ground will M hard to cultivate, par- 
ticularly by Indians, who should have nice mellow land. This mellow 
land is precisely' what I am striving for, and wiien it is got white labor 
can be largely dispensed with. 

Respectfullv, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agod. 
Hon. B. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner <{f Indian Affairs, Washington, D, C ' 



White River Agency, Color ado, 

Aiyril 21, 1879. 

Sir: I have received financial circular No. S, April 1, 1879, in regard 
to telegraph messages. 
Respectfullv, 

N. C. MEEKER, 
Indian Agent, 
Hon. B. A. Hayt, 

Co7nmission€r of Indian A fairs, Washington, D. C. 



(A.— Colorado, M— 819— 1879.) 

Department op the Interior, 
Office of Indian Affairs, 

April 21, 1879. 

Sir: The api^oiutmeut and resignation of the following employes at 
the White River Agency, recommended in your commnnication of the 
7th instant, are hereby approved. 

appointed. 

Edgar E. Clark, farmer, April 1, 1879, at $720 per aanam. 
Edwin L. Mansfield, herder, April 1, 1879, at 8270 per aanam. 
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RESIGNED. 

Joseph S. Collom, farmer, ]March 31, 1879. 
John H. Collom, herder, March 31, 1879. 
Re8peetfull.y, 

E. J. BROOKS, 
Acting Commissioner. 
N. C. Meeker, E^q., 

United /states Indian Agent^ White River Agency, Colorado, 



White Kiver. Agency, Colorado, 

April 28, 1879. 

Sir : In reply to yours of 15th instant, '*F. Colo., M 204, '79," inquir- 
ing the capacity of our saw-mill, a knowledge necessary to have before 
action is taken- in regard to purchasing machinery for gristmill, I say 
that the engine is rated at 20horse power, which is sufficient to run a 
grist-mill separately, but not to run the saw-mill at the same time. 
This arrangement will answer every purpose, though as to the dura- 
bility of the engine and boiler I cannot say, but presume it is sufficient 
for several years. I want to get logs down the river and have the saw- 
mill moved so as to cut shingles, for all our roofs leak badly whenever 
it rains, and I hope to hear about the grist-mill soon. 
Respectfully yours, 

N. C. MEEKER, 
Indian Agent, 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washigton, D, C. 



White River Agency, Colorado, 

April 28, 1879. 

Sir : Yours of 15th instant, <' F. Colo., M 204, 79," requests me " to 
submit a report of the condition of the buildings at the new agency 
location," and I reply; First, is a blacksmith shop; second, another 
building occupied by myself and for storage ; and, third, an employes 
house, used for lodging and cooking, each about 16 by 30. The latter 
was built there, the others were hauled from this place. They are all 
of logs, with poles and dirt thereon for roofs. If the covering is not thick, 
mud and water come through at the time it rains ; if thick, not till the 
next day. In addition is a log stable for six mules, covered with old 
hay, tolerably warm, and adjacent is a good-sized corral with divisions: 
for horses and cows, and for stacks. Six Indian families come to the 
corral night and morning to milk cows, which they help break, and 
more will be added. As these structures occupy the south side of 
the street, and two corners of streets, on the northeast is the 8-acre 
field, where are crops growing, enclosed by a first-class wire and 
pole fence. At the southwest corner of this field is a vacancy of about 
150 feet square, left for suitable agency buildings. 

About three-fourths of a mile east, on the river bank, is a boom, per- 
haps 300 feet long, made of a line of two logs chained and bolted to- 
gether for holding sawlogs, 350 of which are cut, 40 miles below, and 
which are to be floated down in high water in June. It is at the foot 
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of this boom that the saw-mill is to be erected when moved, the capac 
ity of which is given on another sheet. 
Eespectfully yours, 

N. C. MEEKER, 
Indian Agent. 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs^ Washington, D, C. 



White River Agency, Colorado, 

May 5, 1879. 

Sir : I have the honor to' report to you that daring the first quarter, 
1879, 1 have collected the sum of $13 on account ot* miscellaneous re- 
<;eipts, which, added to the amount previously reported, $27, makes a 
total now on hand of $40. 
Respectfully, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent. 
Hon. E. E. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C. 



(A. Colorado, M. 818—820, 1879.) 

Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

May 2, 1879. 

Sir : Your report for irregular Indian employes for the month of March, 
1879, involving an expenditure of $207.75, is hereby api^roved. 
Respectfully, 

E. J. BROOKS, 

Actiyig Commissioner. 

K C. Meeker, Esq., 

United States Indian Agents White River Agency, Colorado. 



White Rhher Agency, Colorado, 

May 5, 1879. 

Sir : In regard to Indian apprentices, I note in your circular ** accounts 
^o. 22, July 9, 1878,'^ paragraph G, that each white mechanic is to have 
charge of two Indian apprentices. Now, hitherto this has been imprac- 
ticable; but the prospect is that during the season the plan may be en- 
tered upon. Rut my experience is that boys cannot be had unless they 
are waifs without homes, and that, therefore, they must be provided 
with a home if they are to become mechanics, for the Indian home is 
not suited to regular labor habits, the meals are irregular, dinner at 
noon is never prepared, while the residence itself is often moved some- 
times miles away. Such an obstacle presented itself when adults began 
to work, and it was necessary to establish an Indian boarding-house, a 
poor affair, but one that answers in moderate weather during half the 
year. My plan would be to establish a boarding house both for appren- 
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tices and young men at work, managed by a white cook, with Indian 
women or girls for assistants; and this might or might not be in con- 
nection with the school; probably it had better be, having the teacher 
in charge of the whole; bat it would be impossible for her to do all the 
cooking; ^he must have efficient help, that would cost, say, S30 a month, 
board included. By such a plan the Indian laborers would be removed 
from tribal associations and acquire other tastes and habits, while the 
Indian womed would learn to make bread, which they need much to learn, 
to wash, iron, sew, &c., and come to know the value of household uten- 
sils. I see no hope of progress for families living and cooking on the 
ground, and with no means for saving, nor for doing decent work, even 
if they know better. • 

I am decidedly of the. opinion that the direct way to civilize the In- 
dians is with better and a greater variety of food, i)rovided largely 
by their own labor, and with comfortable dwellings. They all like white 
people's cooking much better than their own, the women in particular, 
and I know they will do far more work, and be able to do it, with 
something good to eat than without. There are stronger inducements 
in coffee, milk, sugar, and dried fruit than in money ; and if 1 had things 
properly provided and organized, I would prefer horses, wagons, har- 
ness, stoves, crockery, bedsteads, chairs, looking-glasses, and the like, to 
all the money one might get, because the Indians value these things; 
money they do not know the value of, nor know how to use it. 1 know 
this is not exactly "business'' writing, but it seems to me that the In- 
dian question is tirst an industrial and next a social one. 
liespcctlully, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent, 

Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

CommiHsioner of Indian Affairft, Washington, D. C. 



White River Agency, Colorado, 

May 10, 1879. 

Sir: I shall be obliged if you will correct error in my return of prop- 
erty for fourth quarter, 1878, in the item of calico, October 2, 1878, 
voucher No. 1, for third quarter, since 47 yards of calico were issued 
where it was not entered in abstract D, issued to Indians for said fourth 
quarter, making a total for said quarter, 3,647^ yards instead of 3,G00J 
yards, as reported, which leaves the true balance on hand at the close 
of the quarter 187 J yards, instead of 234 J yards, as stated. 
Respectfully, 

X. 0. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C\ 



White River Agency, Colorado, 

May 19, 1870. 

Sib : I have found it unsafe and extra hazardous to sow the 743 pounds 
oats obtained for seed, owing to the certain advent of grasshoppers, 
for they have already hatched out by the billion 50 miles below on the 
river, so that by the time this grain is nearly matured the flying pest 



252 UTE INDIANS IX COLORADO. 

will alight, and, eating off tbe beads, will rnin the crop. They strip 
wheat of its leaves, bat do uot injure the head. The seed-corn I have 
obtained is necessarily '* grasshopi>er proof.'' Potatoes are injured 
slightly ; pease they never touch ; general garden stuff has to be fought 
for. Some of the Indians wanted to sow oats, but I discouraged them, 
as their first attempt will meet with disasters enough. I therefore ask 
authority to use this 743 pounds oats for feed, as they will be needed by 
the increased stock of mules. 
Respectfullv, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian A gent » 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs^ Washington, D. C. 



(A.''— Colorado, M. 1102—1879.) 

Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

June 5, 1879. 

Sir : In reply to your letter of the 19th ultimo, I have to say that you 
will be allowed to expend the 743 pounds of oats for feed, as from your 
statement it will not be advisable to sow them. 
Respectfully, 

E. J. BROOKS, 

Acting Commission er. 
N. C. Meeker, Esq.,- 

United States Indian Agent, White River Agency, Colorado, 



Depart:vient of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

May 27, 1879. 

Sir: You are advised that your cash account for the first quarter, 
1879, has not been received at this office. You are directed to forward 
the same without further delay. 

In this connection your attention is called to section 47 of instructions 
to superintendents and Indian agents, of July 1, 1877, and to section 
5471 of the United States Revised Statutes. 
Respectfully, 

E. A. HAYT, Commissioner. 
N. C. Meeker, Esq., 

United States Indian Agent, White River Agency, Colorado. 



White River Agency, Colorado, 

Jwiel, 1879. 

Sir : I note that in your " exceptions" to my property returns, fourth 
quarter 1878, just received, you call my attention to circular lettt^r 
No. 26, October, 1878, to the effect that strict compliance will be re- 
quired witU what this circular demands. 1 now respectfully ask you to 
rescind the provisions of this circular, so far as this agency is concerned, 
and for the following reasons : 

Form 3 of abstract D demands that issues shall be made to individual 
Indians on the basis of the "true amount of the ration as established 
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in the table annexed.*' Now, neither I nor my employe can possibly 
certify to the issue of supplies that are exhausted, nor can there be a 
reliable certificate on the part of witnesses to such fractions as f^/V J^« 
coffee, Ivoij ^^' sugar, -i^ lb. bacon, and y^u lb. tobacco, absolutely 
required by your orders, as I showed November 28, 1878, and this in 
particular while half a pound is the least our scales will weigh. 

There are a great many obstacles beside to the carrying out of the 
provisions of circular No. 2G, and which instead of diminishing clerical 
labor will increase it twofold, and certainly so in our present disorgan- 
ized condition, growing out of removing to the new location ; but I do not 
refer to them now, since there is one other request so utterly iihpossible 
to obey that this alone will show you the situation as making the 
adoption of Form 3 out of the question. This is the certification by 
the agent that " labor is performed on the reservation by each of the 
Indians to an amount equal in value to the supplies delivered to each." 

Now, I may have had some 35 Indians, altogether, who at various 
times have worked, while none of the rest have done any kind of work; 
nor do I expect that the majority will be willing to work for several 
years, if ever they are. But, entirely aside from this, there have been 
full as many who could be induced or seduced to labor as 1 could pro- 
vide with land and implements, so that you must see I cannot carry out 
this part of Form 3, and I ask that you rescind this portion at least. 

I wish you would rescind the whole circular till I can get organized 
in Powell Valley. Practically we are in the condition of a new agency, 
with all sorts of necessities and conveniences to provide for. At this 
present writing, a part ot the agency and goods are in one place and part 
in another. We are moving and are re-erecting log houses, struggling 
with new land and undergoing all the hardships of pioneers, involving a 
vast amount of " dead work,'' that is, such as does not show, but which 
is absolutely necessary to get a start ; and all this season w ill be required 
so that we can be placed in the position where work is to be done. 

The issue of beef requires by Form 3 a slaughter-house and also an 
ice-house, where beef that is not needed can be kept during warm weath- 
er; since there is no kind of probability that an even number of steers 
will ever exactly supply or till the proper ration, and these we have not 
nor can have till next year. 

I like the general idea or object of Form 3. in fact all of circular letter 
2G; indeed, they are substantially such as I would be extremely happy to 
carry out, though it seems to me absolutely necessary to cancel unnec- 
essary fractions. But I do feel that I must ask you to waive my under- 
taking to put them in execution until I shall be in a condition to execute. 
Kespectkillv, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent. 

Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington^ D. C. 



(A. Colorado, M. 1199, 1879.) 

Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

June 20, 1879. 

SiE: I am in receipt of your letter of the Ist instant, wherein you re- 
quest to be relieved from the operation of office circular No-' 26, issued 
October, 1878. 
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In reply I have to say that the reasons presented are not deemed suf- 
ficient to warrant the making of an exception in your favor. 

As to the impossibility of weighing the exact ration, I have to say 
that the various articles comprising the ration may be exactly weighed 
on any ordinary scale, with the exception of a few of the articles which 
are issued in small quantities, and even in the case of their issue the 
amount to be issued may be so nearly arrived at on ordinary scales as 
to make no material difference. 

In regard to the increase of clerical work required in the use of Form 
3, I have to say that this form has been put into successful use at agen- 
cies where the number of Indians is greatly in excess of the number at 
your agency without any material increase in the clerical labor. 

You give as a final reason why you should not be required to use 
these forms that you are required to certify that the Indians to whom 
the issues are made have performed labor upon the reservation for the 
benefit of themselves or of the tribe to an amount equal in value to the 
supplies delivered to each, as required by section 3 of the act of March 
3, 1875, and that you cannot sign such certificates because your Indians^ 
with a few exceptions, have not performed labor. 

Your attention is called to the note upon the back of such of the new 
formsreferred to in circular Xo. 26, and which reads as follows : *' When In- 
dians, by the written ord^r of the Secretary of the Interior, are excepted 
from the operations of the section of the act above referred to, the clause 
in the certificate relative to labor performed may be erased by the 
agent, and a reference made to the date of the order making such ex- 
ception ;" and your attention is further called to the fact that under date 
of May 22, 1875, the Indians of your agency were exempted from the 
requirements of the labor clause of the act above referred to. 

You will therefore be expected and required to comply with the in- 
structions contained in office circular No. 20, and must use the new 
forms, including Form 3, sent out with said circular, commencing the 
use of the same on and after July 1, 1879. Any receipts for issue 
made after that date which are not taken in conformity with require- 
ments of circular No. 20 will be disallowed in the settlement of your 
accounts. 

Respectfully, 

E. A. HAYT, 

Commissioner. 

N. 0. Meeker, 

United States Indian Agent, White River Agency^ Colorado. 

White River Agency, Colo., 

June 12, 1879. 

Sir : As the three wagons you have purchased by my request for In- 
dians will I understand, soon be here, I ask your authority to retain 
them for agency use and give the Indians instead those we are using. 
First, being 3J inch, they are altogether to heavy for the Indians' horses, 
and, besides, are wide track, while theones we use are well suited, since they 
will never put on heavy loads. At present we dare not load to the 
power of our teams, and hence with such vehicles we are working at a 
loss, and we are constantly in danger of breaking down. 
Respectfully, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent. 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs^ Washington^ D. C 
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(A. Colorado, M. 1267, 1879.) 

Department op Interior, 
Office op the Indian Affairs, 

Washingtoriy June 26, 1879. 
Sir : Referring to your letter of tbe 12tli instant, requesting anthority 
to retain the tbree wagons which were recently purchased for your In- 
dians for the use of the agency, and to issue to the Indians those now 
used by you, stating as reasons for such change that the new wagons are 
too heavy for the Indian horses and that the wagons used by you are 
better adapted for their purposes, you are advised that your request ia 
granted, with the condition that the issue shall be made to the most de- 
serving of your Indians, who will take good care and make the best use 
of said wagons, and that those Indians shall perform work of some kind,^ 
or render such service therefor as would be an equivalent for the value 
of the wagon ; tbe price for their labor and the valuation of the wagons^ 
to be fixed by yourself. 

You will also embody in the receipt to be given therefor by the In- 
dians an agreement on their part to the effect that they will not dispose 
of said wagons by sale, exchange, or otherwise without first obtaining, 
your consent. 

Respectfully, 

E. A. UAYT, 

Commissioner. 
y. C. Meeker, Esq., 

United States Indian Agenty White Kiver Agency, Colorado. 



White River Agency, Colorado, 

June 15, 1879. 

Sir : It became necessary last October, 1878, to send out for a biack- 
^luith, as the one here was incapable of doing the work required, and,. 
Accordingly, I sent an employe, Edgar E. Clark. He went across the 
txiountains and through Middle Park, and encountered snow-storms, &c., 
And during the trip expended the sum of $32.15, (and really more, but 
As it was overlooked at first rendering, it is not now included). I there- 
fore ask authority for the payment of these expenses, a copy and list of 
'^vhich is herewith submitted. Sub- vouchers are wanting, for the reason 
lie had no paper with hjm. Certirtcate will be made hereaiter. 
• liespectfullv, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent. 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian AffairSj WashingtoUj />. C. 



(A.— Colorado, M— 1282— 1879.) 

Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

Washington^ June 27, 1879. 

Sir : Replying to your letter of the 15th instant, requesting the ap- 
proval of a voucher in your cash account for the fourth quarter 1878, 
for §32.15, in favor of Edgar E. Clark, being the amount alleged to have- 
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been expended by him on a *' trip across the rpountaius'' in search of a 
blacksmith for your agency, I have to say that this voucher cannot 
be approved for the following reasons. That the necessity for incurring 
the expense is not apparent, and no exigency is shown requiring the 
immediate employment of a blacksmith ; and, further, it is believed that 
such employ^ could have been obtained by proper correspondence; fail- 
ing in that, application should have been made to this office, and a 
blacksmith would have been sent to your agency. 
Eespectfully, 

E. A. HAYT, 

Commissioner. 
:n. C. Meeker, Esq., 

United States Indian Agent, White River Agency^ Colorado. 



White Kiver Agency, Colorado, 

July 7, 1879. 

Sir: In reply to yours June 27 (A., Colorado, M., 1282), in which you 
say my expense account of E. E. Clark, in getting a blacksmith, Octo- 
ber, 1878, is disallowed because no exigency is shown, and because it 
is believed a smith could have been obtained by correspondence, I have 
to say : 

First, the exigency arose from the fact that we were running two 
plows in so^-ground, and that the plows required sharpening every 
other day ; and, beside, new points had to be made, which the blacksmith 
then here could not do, except in an inefficient manner, and did not even 
pretend that he could, for he had picked up the trade. To help him 
all in our power we went to the expense and trouble of burning a coal- 
pit to get charcoal, and after that he spoilt the share of one plow by 
burning. 

Meanwhile I was corresponding with several parties, trying to obtain 
a smith at Eawlins, on Bear and Snake Eivers, in Denver, and Middle 
Park, but failed, generally because the wages offered were not an in- 
ducement, as smiths could earn as much at home, or more. Of all this 
1 have no evidence but my word, except that of the smith I did ob- 
tain through Mr. Clark, and this I inclose herewith. This is of Mr. 
Woodbury, whom 1 especially desired Mr. Clark to get, because I knew 
he was a good workman, though an apprentice, and when he came he 
had not quite served his time, and his folks let him go, as I offered to 
have him in my care. Since he came our smith-work has been entirely 
satisfactory, nor do we burn charcoal for him. 

The time came when our plowing had to stop; the season was grow- 
ing late, and Mr. Clark was sent to get a smith, that something might 
still be saved. These circumstances as related enter among the reasons 
why our farm-work has been so backward this season. 

I grant that this statement should have been fully made before, but 
my inexperience is one excuse, and the propriety of the step I took, 
another; but these do not alter the facts that, in a business point of 
view, much greater expense would have been justified. 

In conclusion, I feel like adding that, to get a smith here as soon as 
I)ossible, I let Mr. Woodbury ride on my horse, which was well used 
up on the trip, and afterward I was put to the expense of buying grain 
at the railroad to feed him ; while, but for this, said horse might have 
been of more ■ mally on my own place, where his services 
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were needed. I feel, farther, that my enthusiasm to get forward is. 
somewhat beyond my worldly discretion, at least as exhibited in this 
case, bat which is quite certain to be moderated. 

However, it seems to me now thrit the above atatemont, with the in- 
dosare, will lead you to the conclusion that Mr. Clark's expense ac- 
coant should be allowed, since it was made within the proper ^' sphere 
of duty;" but I leave you to censure me freely for not fi:iving you all 
the particulars before, so that you could have a clear understandinp^ of 
the case. 

Respectfully, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent. 
Hon. E. A. ilAYT, 

Commissioiver oj Indian AfalrH, Washingtonj D, C. 

White River Agency, Colorado, 

July 7, 1879. 

Sir: As the only weighing scales we have for weighing supplies will 
weigh nothing less than half a pound, and as the new method of issue 
demands weights less than half a pound, 1 would ask you to send scales 
saited for the re(iuiremcnts. 
Respectfully, 

y. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs^ Washington, I), C\ 



White River Agency, Colorado, 

July 10, 1879. 

8lB: I wish to be informed as to whether Ute Indians from Uintah 
and Los Finos Agencies are to be considered " visiting Indians,'' such as 
referre<l to in circular No. 10, prohibiting the issue of supplies, &c., in 
your letter, February 5, 1879 (A., Colorado, M., 2020, 1878), prohibiting 
the issue of annuity goods to any but ^^ Indians belonging to this 
agen(^.'' Now, there is a considerable number of the names of Indians 
on oar books belonging to Indians who undoubtedly reside at the other 
two agencies, and these names are even printed on Form 3, while I have 
no doubt but names of Indians belonging here are on the books of those 
other agencies. It was the practice of previous agents to issue supplies 
and annuity goods to all Utes who appeared, because they belong to the 
Utes, for whom a common appropriation was made. I have endeavored 
toap"oid this, but have not been successful, except by way of protest 
and discouragement. How to refuse making issues to some of those 
whose names are on our books I do not clearly see the way ; still, it 
should be done, for, in the case of annuity goods, unless a common day 
i8 fixed for issue, it is easy for some to get double amounts of goods, 
and this because, in addition, no Ute has been considered a " visiting 
Indian." I don't know as the matter is important, since the money ap- 
propriated belongs to all ; but, if important and exact distribution is to 
beseeared, I would like a rule for action as to those whose names are 
printed. 

The old practice of issuing to Utes because they are Utes, if continued, 
hbkdy to work badly at present, providing Form 3 is not put in oper- 

a Ex. 31 17 
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ation at Los Pmos, for some of my ladiaas want tbither last week, and 
I l)ear now that a good many more are goiug. If they find the old sys- 
tem in practice, they will charge me with changing the issue without 
authority from you. Last spring they made a great fuss because I re- 
quired them to work, while at Los Pioos there was no such requirement. 
If. however, they find the issue the same there as here, they will sur- 
render. 

Respectfully, 

N. G. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent. 

P. S. — I am frequently referred to Revised Statutes. The work is not 
in this oflBce. If you can supply it, please do so. — N. O. M. 

Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs^ Washington^ D. C. 



(A., Colorado, M., 1461, 1879.) 

Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

Washington, July 30, 1879. 

Sir: Replying to your letter of the 10th instant, inquiring whether 
Ute Indians from the Uintah and Los Pinos Agencies are to be consid- 
ered " visiting Indians," and as such prohibited by circular No. 10 from 
sharing in tbe issue of supplit^s, I have to say that you must confine the 
distribution of all supplies of subsistence, as well as of annuity goods, 
to the Indians who are known to belong to your agency. 

If the printed list of names on Form 3 of vouchers for supplies issued 
contains the names of any Indians belonging to the Los Pinos or South- 
ern Ute Agencies, or if the names of some of the Indians of your agency 
do not appear on said list, you have authority to amend the list in these 
respects. 

For tbe purpose of preventing these so-called '* visiting Indians" 
from receiving double amounts of annuity goods, a common day for the 
issue of the same should be fixed upon between yourself and the agent 
in charge of the other Ute agencies, after the goods have been received 
at the different agencies. 

In all cases, the issue of supplies and annuity goods should be made 
in accordance with section 2109 of the Revised Statutes. 

A compilation from the Revised Statutes of the United States of laws 
relating to Indian affairs, published by this office for the guidance of 
Indian agents, has this day been forwarded to you for the files of your 
office. 

Respectfully, 

E. A. HAYT, 

Commissioner, 
1^^ 0. Meeker, Esq., 

United States Indian Agent, White River Agency, Colorado. 



White River Agency, Colorado, 

July 10, 1879. 
Sir: Please send 200 sheets of Form 3, which shall be printed with- 
out the names of any Indians or the figures in the two left-hand col. 
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nnns, the one being for the Indians whose names are not printed on 
legnlar forms. 

Bespectfally, 

N. C. MEEKEB, 

Indian Agent. 
Hon. E. A. Hatt, 

Commwnoner of Indian Afairs^ Waskingtonj D. C. 



(A., Colorado, M., 1488, 1879.) 

dspabtmsnt of the interior, 
Office of Indian Affairs* 
Waskington^ July 23, L879. 

Sir : I have the honor to request authority for the employment of two 
assistant herders at the White River Agency, Colorado, at a compensa- 
tion of $600 each per annam, and for sach length of time as their serv- 
ices may be required. 

The United States Indian agent in charge states, in a letter dated 
the 4th instant, that the above sum is necessary by reason of the large 
and increasing herd of cattle on the reservation, which scatters widely 
over the range; that the Indians employed as herders are wholly nn- 
trustworthy and can only be depended upon while in sight. 

The amount allowed for employes at the White Biver Agency for the 
present fiscal year is $7,830. 

Very respectfully, vour obedient servant, 

B. A. HAYT, 

Commissioner. 

The Hon. Secretary of the Interior. 



(A., Colorado, I., 1635, 1879.) 

Department of the Interior, 
Office of Indian Affairs, 
Washington^ July 31, 1879. 

Sir : Authority is hereby granted for the employment of two assistant 
herders at the White Biver Agency, at a compensation not exceeding 
1600 per annum each, for such period of time as their services may be 
required. 

Upon receipt of this letter you are directed to submit the names of 
the persons employed in the above-mentioned service, upon the proper 
form, for the action of this office. 
Resi>ectfully, 

E. A. HAYT, 

Commissioner. 
K. G. Meeker, Esq., 

United States Indian Agent^ White River Agency^ Colorado. 



WniTE River Agency, Colorado, 

July 23, 1879, 

Sir : I wish special authority for the issue of extra rations to working 
Indians. I have made such extra issue, based on circular No. 10, 
Ibrch 1, 1878, in which it is stated ^^ temporary Indian laborers should 



260 UTE INDIANS IN COLORADO. 

be paid, in additioD to full rations or their equivalents^ &c.; and circalar 
No. 3, January 9, 1878, p. 1, says: ''A wide discretion must be left the 
agent as to the details and best methods of this labor." The word 
*' equivalent" seemed then to me an authority for giving extra rations 
to working Indians, while there was a deficiency in the general weekly 
issue, so that on the whole there was no excess. I .may have been 
wrong in this, and I informed you of my action to this end, but had no 
response. Even if I was right, it is now impossible, by the new forms of 
issue, to make the proper and required vt>u(;hers ; and, therefore, I ask 
authority to issue extra rations as an inducement to get the Indians to 
work ; and I feel that it is absolutely necessary to be able to offer such 
inducements, for if they who work get no more food than they who do 
not work, the incentive to work does not exist. It is true that they have 
50 cents a day cas^h ; but generally they who do work earn more thau 
this, for they are good men, and some extra rations would, beside get- 
ting their working habits more confirmed, be a simple matter of justice. 
For then, as I hav^e previously stated, the Indians do not attach as 
much value to money as belongs to it. 

I would suggest, as most desirable and easiest, and most proper, that 
the extra rations asked for be issued by the teacher, and on the teacher's 
requisition and vouchers, and they should consist mostly of rice and 
dried fruit, molasses, and such things as are on hand, and which have 
been obtained for educational purposes — industrial habits undoubtr 
edly being the basis of education. 

Aside from this, it seems to me I might use the cash on hand derived 
from miscellaneous receipts, now amounting to $70, for the object herein 
indicated. 

EespectfuUv, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent, 

Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs^ Washington^ D. C. 



A., Colorado. M., 1565, 1879. 

Department of the Interior, 
Office of Indian Affairs, 

Washington^ August 8, 1879. 

Sir : In answer to your letter of the 23d ultimo, wherein you ask au- 
thority for the issue of extra rations to working Indians, I have to say 
that circular No. 10, issued by this office March 1, 1878, gives full in- 
structions relative to the issuing of rations to Indians for labor performed 
by ihem. 

Temporary Indian laborers, being paid, in addition to full rations, in- 
cluding sugar, coffee, tea, and tobacco, $15 per month in money, should 
not be supplied by the agent with molasses, dried fruit, &c., which arti- 
cles are purchased only for use of the agency school. 

The funds derived from *' miscellaneous receipts " may be used for 
the benefit of the Indians in conformity with paragraph 3 of office circu- 
lar dated January 24, 1877. 
Respectfully, 

E. A. HAYT, 

Commissioner, 
N. G. Meeker, Esq., 

United States Indian Agent, White River Agency , Colorado, 
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White Biyeb Agency, Golobado, 

July 23, 1879. 

Sir : Your circalar No. 30, Jaly 14, 1879, is received. I am now ac- 
taally engaged in preparing a large breadth of groand for next year, 
and all the implements required are either here or on the way, except a 
threshing machine, which we must have, and though I have asked for 
it, have as yet had no response. 
Oircnlar No. 31 is also received, and will have prompt attention. 
Respectfully, 

N. 0. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian AffairSj Washington^ D, C. 



(A. Colorado. M. 1055, 1879.) 

Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

Washington, July 25, 1879. 

Sir : In the explanations to exceptions to your property accoant for 
the third quarter, 1878, yon speak of a tabular statement of a large 
quantity of annuity goods received by you during that quarter as 
having been forwarded to this office in August, 1878. Said statement 
does not appear to ha^e been received; you will, therefore, without 
delay, forward to this office an official copy of the statement above- 
referred to, in order that the acyustment of your accounts for that 
quarter may be completed. 

Inclosed I return for your signature voucher 1, abstract D, third ' 
4inarter, 1878, and request the return of it in duplicate at your earliest 
convenience. 

Respectfully, 

E. A. HAYT, 

Commissioner, 
N. C. Meeker, Esq., 

United States Indian Agent, White River Agency, Colorado. 



(A. Colorado. H. 817, 796, 1879.) 

Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

Washington, July 30, 1879. 

Sir : In reply to your letter June 7 last, relative to suspensions to 
joar accounts for the first quarter, 1879, I have to say that, under date 
of the 3d instant, the honorable the Secretary of the Interior approved 
the expenditures named in your letter of the 6th of June. This, together 
with the explanations forwarded by you, are deemed sufficient to remove 
the suspensions to which they i*elate, except item transportation of 
JTadge McFarland, your explanation to this item not being satisfactory. 
Very respectfully, 

E. A. HAYT, 
Commissioner. 
General Edw. Hatch, U. S. A., 

Chairman Ute Special Commission, Sante Fe, N. Mex. 
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White Eiyeb Agency, Ooloeado, 

Augmt 11, 1879. 

SiB: You have allowed $400 for skilled labor of millwright; the grist- 
mill yoa bay yoarself. Now, I find no man willing to come unless his 
wages are allowed from the (lay he starts ; also his transportation and 
his board while here ; and the wages is from $3.50 to $4 a day. A 
man whom I know is a first-class workman, for he has pnt up the best 
mill in Colorado, and his t^rms are expenses, board, and $3.50 per 
day. I would like to have him, for I know he will do a good job. 
His name is Houghton. But, as there may be a difficulty in deciding 
upon a rate per day, I refer the matter for your decision. 
Eespectfull}', 

K O. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent. 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs^ Washington^ D. G. 



(A. Colorado. M. 879, 1692, 1860 ; I. 1996, 1879.) 

Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 
Washington, September 24, 1S79. 

Sir : The appointment of the following employes at the White River 
Agency, recommended in your communication of the 1st instant, i» 
approved as follows: 

Henry James, interpreter, July 1, 1879, at $300 per annum. 

Wm. H. Post, carpenter, July 1, 1879, at $720 per annum. 
• Josephine Meeker, teacher and physician, July 1, 1879, at $750 .per 
annum. 

Henry S. Dresser, engineer, July 1, 1879, at $720 per annum. 

Albert A. Woodbury, blacksmith, July 1, 1879, at $720 per annum. 

Edwin L. Mansfield, herder, July 1, 1879, at $720 per annum. 

Shaduck Price, farmer, July 1, 1879, at $720 per annum. 

Wilmer E. Eskridge, sawyer, August 8, 1879, at $720 per annum. 

Arthur L. Thompson, laborer, July 1. 1879, at $720 per annum. 

Frank G. Dresser, laborer, July 1, 1879, at $720 per annum. 

Fred. E. Shepherd, laborer, July 1, 1879, at $720 per annum. 

Geo. W. Eaton, laborer, August 8, 1879, at $720 per annum. 

Eeferring to your letter of the 11th ultimo, wherein you state that 
you have been allowed $400 for the service of a millwright, but that 
you cannot find a man willing to come unless his wages are allowed 
from the day he starts, also his transportation and his board while at 
the agency, and that the rate of wages is from $3.50 to $4.50 per day, 
you are advised that this office cannot accede to such terms, there being 
no funds applicable to the payment of transportation and board of 
employes necessary at your agency. If you can employ a suitable 
person at either rate of compensation mentioned, and for the purpose 
indicated, from the date upon which he enters duly at the agency, you 
are directed to submit his name upon the proper form for approval. 
Eespectfully, 

E. J. BEOOKS, • 

Acting Commissioner. 

'N. C. Meeker, 

United States Indian Agent, White River Agency, Colorado. 
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United States Indian Service, 
White River Agency, Colorado, 

August 13, 1879. 

Sir : Yours of 18th ultimo (Colo. M, 1432, 1434, 1435, 1436, 1879), gives 
authority to issue ^^salt, baking-powder, tobacco, and beans monthly,'^ 
for reasons I had stated. I now wish, for same reasons, viz, the small 
(iuantity allotted for a weekly issue, that soap may be included. I had 
previously authority to issue soap when asked for, but by having the 
present request granted the business of issue will be facilitated and 
simplified. 

Itespectfully, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent. 
Hon. E. A. Bayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. 0. 



(A. Colorado. M., 1704, 1879.) 

Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

Washington, August 22, 1879. 

Sir : In repl^^ to your letter of the 13th instant, asking authority to 
issue soap to the Indians under your charge monthly, instead of weekly, 
as heretofore, yon are directed to include that article in the list of sup- 
plies which you were allowed by office letter of the 18th ultimo to issue 
once in four weeks, on account of the small quantity constituting the 
ration of each. 

Respectfully, 

E. J. BROOKS, 

Acting Commissioner, 
N. C. Meeker, Esq., 

United States Indian Agent, White River Agency, Colorado. 



White RIver Agency, Colorado, 

August 25, 1879. 

Sir: In reference to your exceptions to my cash account for the 
fourth quarter, 1878, 1 would say: I would ask your authority for the 
expenditure of money placed to my credit for building an irrigating 
ditch, to wit (voucher 2), $86 paid to Eugene Taylor, for constructing 
head-gate to said ditch j (voucher 3) $383,30 paid to William Sithgrow, 
and (voucher 6) $50 paid to William Curtis, both for excavation on said 
ditch. 

In reference to E. E. Clark's expenses in getting a blacksmith, in ex- 
igency, I beg to call your attention to my letter to you July 7, 1879, and 
inclosure, asking your authority for this expense with the reasons Id 
full, and which answered the exceptions you had made. 
Respectfully, 

N. C. MEEKER, 

Indian Agent.. 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C, 
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Ashley, Utah, October 4, 1879. 

Sib: We nnderstaud that the White River ludians have declared 
war at their agency, and also that the Indians under yoar charge at 
Uintah are taking active steps to participate with them, they having 
been over here and purchased what ammunition could be bought at this 
place. We are consequently alarmed for the safety of ourselves and 
families, and urgently request you to use your authority over them for 
our benefit, or, if you cannot control them peaceably, to send for a suffi- 
cient force of armed men to do so. 

We are, sir, very respectfully, yours. 

LYCUEGU8 JOHNSON. 
H. BURGESS. 
D. 8. CARTER. 
W. 0. BRITT. 
C. E. COLTON. 
S. R. WILLET. 
P. HUFFAKKR. 
JOHN FAIRCHILD. 
MITCHELL STEPHENS. 

And others. 
M«j. J. J. Critchlow, 

United States Indian Agent^ Uintah Valley Ageiwy, 



United States Indian Seuvtce, 

Southern Ute Agency, Colorado, 

October 6, 1879. 

Sir: I have the honor to report that "runner" arrived yesterday 
with reports of the troubles at White River Agency. 

I have had a council with Ignacio, Red Jacket, and Nainginnirst, chief 
of the Renagade Utes, and sixty other Southern Ute Indians. They 
(the Indians) desire that the Great Father be informed that they 
promised that they will take no part or render any aid to the White 
River and Uintah Utes; that they are contented and desire to remain 
at peace. 

1 to day refused to issue them annuity goods until this day two weeks; 
to this refusal they consented, saying, '*A11 right." 

The Southern Utes request that when a reply to this report of their 
action is received \i should be communicated to them, which I have 
promised them I would do. 
Very respectfully, 

HENRY PAGE, 
United States Indian Agent, 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 



United States Indian Service, 

Southern Ute Agency. Colorado, 

October 9, 1879. 

Sib : I have the honor to report that the Muache band of Soathern 
Ute Indians arrived at the agency this day from Cimarron, Ind. Ter. 
They were eighteen days en route. 
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The chiefs and headmen ])romiaed they will take no part in the White 
Eiver troubles, but will remain quietly on the reservation. 

Indian runners came here from Wbite Eiver to induce the Southern 
Utes to join them, but as yet have not succeeded in so doing. 

I am remaining constantly with these Indians, and hope that I will 
be able to keep them under control. 
Very respectfully, 

HENRY PAGE, 
United States Indian Agent, 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner. 



Los PiNOS Indian Agency, 

October 9, 1879—1.30 p. m. 

Dear Sir: Your runner just in, and chief Ouray joins me in return- 
ing thanks to you and the Southern Utes for your prompt action and 
wise decision in this important matter, and are pleased to inform you all 
that our messengers arrived from White River, and that the Utes there 
have quit fighting at Ouray's request, and, unless the soldiers force it, 
there will be no more fighting, and ask you and the Southern Utes to 
join your influence with ours to have the troubles at White River sub- 
mitted to a commission for investigation and settlement. 
Kespectfully, 

W. M. STANLEY, Ageiit. 
OURAY, Chief of the Utes. 
Col. Henry Page, 

Agent Southern Utes. 



Southern Ute Agency, Colorado, 

October 12, 1879—4 p. m. 

Sir : My two Indian runners sent to Ouray, just returned with dis- 
patch from Agent Stanley and Chief Ouray which 1 forward for your 
information. I also have the honor to state that nearly all the South- 
ern Utes are still on the reservation with me and have remained con- 
stantly with me so far during the White River troubles, although greatly 
excited, and several times seemed to be on the point of going from un- 
der my control, but they have in every instance so far obeyed my direc- 
tions I still believe I can control the Southern Utes. 
Very respectfully, 

HENRY PAGE, 
United States Indian Agent. 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 



(A, Colorado.) 



Department op the Interior, 

Office OF Indian Affairs, 

WasMngton^ October 11, 1879. 

Sir: I have the honor to request the appointment of Ealph Meeker, 
of New York, as special agent of this office, to proceed to White River 
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Agency, Colorado, to take charge of govern moot property at that point, 
and to secure the money, papers, and efifects of late Indian Agent N. 0. 
Meeker. 

The special agent is to receive no salary, but authority is asked to 
pay his actaal and u.ecessary traveling expenses, and an allowance of 
$5 per diem for hotel expenses, meals, and lodgings while engaged in 
this duty. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. J. BROOKS, 

Acting CommissioHer. 
The Hon. Secretary of the Interior. 



Department of the Interior, 

Washington, October 11, 1879. 

Sir : In compliance with your recommendation of tliis date, Mr. 
Kalph Meeker, of New York, is hereby appointed a special agent of the 
Indian Office, to proceed to the White River Agency in Colorado, to take 
charge of the government property at that point, and to secure the 
money, papers, and effects of late Agent N. C. Meeker. 

The special agent will receive no salary, but may be allowed his actual 
and necessary traveling expenses, and $5 per diem for hotel expenses, 
meals, and lodgings, while engaged in this duty. 
Very respectfully, &c., 

C. SCHURZ, Secretary. 

The Commissioner of Indian Affairs; 



(A, Colorado.) 

Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

Washington^ October 11, 1879. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit herewith, for examination and ap- 
proval, the official bond of Ralph Meeker, who has been appointed a 
special agent of the Office of Indian Affairs, to proceed to the White 
River Agency in Colorado, to take charge of the government property 
at that point, and to secure the money, papers, and effects of late Agent 
N. 0. Meeker. 

Very respectfully, 

E. J. BROOKS, 

Acting Commissioner, 
The Bon. Secretary of the Interior. 



(A, Colorado.) 



Department of the Interior, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

Washingtonj October 11, 1879. 

Sir : Having been appointed a special agent of this office, by authority 
of the honorable the Secretary of the Interior of this date, 3^ou are 
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hereby directed to proceed to White River Agency, Colorado, to take 
charge of the govern m en t property at that point, and to secnre the 
money, papers, and effects of late Indian Agent N. G. Meeker. 

You are to receive no salary, bat your actaal and necessary traveling 
expenses will be allowed, and an allowance of $5 per diem for hotel 
expenses, meals, and lodgings, while engaged in this duty. 

I inclose herewith, for your information and guidance, general order 
of the department of July 1, 1874, and you are to comply strictly with 
the rnles therein contained, as an itemized account of all expenditures 
incurred must be rendered^ and you will make a certificate to said ac- 
count as directed in the ordef above referred to, with .an additional 
clause as follows: " That no part of the journey charged for was made 
on any free pass on any railway, steamboat, or other public conveyance.'^ 

Blanks upon which to render such account are inclosed herewith. 
Very respectfully, 

E. J. BROOKS, 

Acting Commissinner, 

Ralph Meeker, Esq., Present. 



[Telegram.] 



Los PiNOS Indian Agency, Colorado, 

October 12, 1879. 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 

Washington^ D. C, : 

Employ^ Brady (!) and escort of Indians just arrived from White 
Eiver report Utes recognized and obeyed Ouray's order; withdrew, 
and will fight no more, unless forced to do so ; if soldiers are near, 
stopped; trouble can be settled by peace commission to investigate 
facts, and let blame rest where it may. This will save life, expense, ' 
and distress, if it can be accomplished. 

Later: 1.30 p. m. — Runner just from Southern Ute Agency, with 
letter from agent. Council held ; Utes will abide by Ouray's request f 
want peace; will stay at home and take no part in White River trouble, 
and request Ouray to inform them of their decision. 

STANLEY, Agent. 

I concur in and indorse the above. 

OURAY, 
Head Chief Utes. 



Southern Ute Agency, Colorado, 

October 13, 1879. 

Sir: I have the honor to leport that the Southern Utes, Weeminu- 
che, Muache, and Capote bands, have been here in council nearly all 
day, and now request that I write to the Great Father, telling him that 
they are at the agency quiet and orderly; that they feel sad on account 
of the White River troubles ; that they will take no part in the present 
difficulty ; that they desire to remain at peace with all ; and they hope 
the Great Father will not send soldiers here ; and they promise to con- 
duct themselves properly. 
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The council consisted the Chiefs Ignacio, la^ula, Topaaheh, Poco 

Wanaguinup; chief of rengades, Eed Jacket, Cavosene, and old Chief 

Canackche, and about 100 headmen and heads of families, who expressly 

desired that their names be included in this letter. 

I feel confident that they are in earnest and intend to remain at peace. 

Very respectfully, 

HENEY PAGE, 
United States Indian Agent. 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 



Los PiNos Indian Agency, Colorado, 

October 13, 1879. 

Sir: Inclosed find specimens of Colorado newspaper fabrications 
against the Utes, none of which have any foundation in fact or truth, 

I have incurred the displeasure of the Coloradians by endeavoring to 
do justice by the Utes, as against the villifiers and trespassers on their 
rights and reputation ; and they will no doubt make a fight upon me. 
I am told they are now trying to manufacture prejudice against roe as 
a foundation for an attack. They say I am too much the friend of the 
Indian, &c. 

When the White River trouble began my Utes had just started on 
their fall hunt and had got about 50 miles on their way when the news 
of the fight reached them^ when they returned, and Ouray and other 
chiefs came to me for advice, which I gave them, and upon which they 
have acted from that time until now, and are very anxious that there 
should be no more fighting, but that their trouble be submitted to a 
peace or civil tribunal to determine where the blame lies and who the 
guilty parties are, when arrests can be made with comparative safety; 
but an attempt to arrest any Indian at this time, when they are excited, 
will result in bloodshed and loss of life on both sides. 

The most of my Indians are here yet and will not leave on their fall 
hunt until perfect security is felt all over the reservation and along its 
borders. 

Every Indian here is peaceable and has been. The same exists at the 
Southern Ute Agency thus far, with no fear for the future. I sent a 
special runner to Del Xorte with a dispatch on the 9th which I presume 
you have received by this time. I also sent a dispatch by Saturday's 
mail, which will reach you by Tuesday I4th. 

Chief Ouray wishes me to ask permission to take Guero (second chief) 
dnd Sapavanaro (third chiet) and perhaps himself to Washington to 
have a talk direct with the Commissioner about cattle, about a large 
irrigating ditch, about work and taking laud in severalty, and other 
matters of interest to the Utes, with a view to doing away with the 
false impressions brought from Washington last winter by the boys, to 
wit: "Commissioner say nothing about work. White man work. In- 
dian hunt," &c. 

Respectfully yours, 

WILSON M. STANLEY, 
United States Indian Agent, 

Hon. B- A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs Washington D, C, 



\ 
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[Dearer Tribune.] 

A king dethroned — Oaray, the head chief of the Utes, steps down and out — At least 
snch are the indications at present — Some of the incidents which led to the present 
results — Ignaclo's ignoble conduct and Sapa-vanaro's revolt — How the royal Indian 
lives — Governor's office — Startling intelligence received from the south — Unexpected 
but undoubted outbreak of the Uncompahgres — Chief Ouray warns the whites that 
his band is ungovernable — And that the settlers must protect themselves — Lake 
City appeals for arms and ammunition — The citizens being deeply alarmed at the out- 
look — A council of war at executive chambers — General Cook appointed commander 
of the San Juan militia — With orders to muster men, conduct the fight, and repel 
invasion — A special railroad train of guns and ammunition dispatched south from Den- 
ver — General Hatch to take charge of the troops in Southern Colorado — Comp anies 
of soldiers gathering at Garland— Three hundred men under arins at Leadville — Ord- 
nance to be forwarded from Fort Leavenworth — A day of excitement in Denver. 

VIGOROUS SENTIMENTS. 
[From the Choyenne Leader.] 

Here there is every indication of a regular winter campaign. The blood of the 
military arm of the government is up and no fooling will be allowed. Milk Kivermust 
be avenged. The Indians realize that trouble lies ahead and will get out of the way 
of the military as much as possible, especially as the troops will be in force. Hence 
General' Merritt and General Cook, too, may be required to hunt for the redskin 
offenders. Their search must extend down into Southwestern Colorado, and there 
must be fought the battles of the winter, and there the Utes must be conquered or ex- 
terminated. The latter fate surely awaits them if they go oif their reservations, for 
then the governor of Colorado will call out militia and volunteers, and a taste of the 
historic *' Sandy Creek'' will be given the Indians. The miners and cow-boys are im- 
patient for an opportunity to wipe out old scores, and they will do it in such a way 
that new scores will not be created. 

It has become apparent, not only to the people of the West, but the government, that 
the Utes must go. Their presence among the richest mountains and the most fertile 
vales will breed continual trouble. Encounters between them and settlers have been 
only too frequent in the past, and they would certainly grow more numerous in the 
future. So when the Indians have given provocation the troops mnst thrash them 
most soundly and then remove them to the Indian Territory, or anywhere, so that they 
can be put out of the way of haiming themselves or others. , This is the only solu- 
tion to the difficulty. It is simple and effective. A great many Indians may be 
killed before the removal takes place, but there will be just that many less to re- 
move. A big lesson — one of monstrous size — must be taught the Indians. Now is the 
time and opportunity. The government is disposed to ably carry out the idea, and 
will do so vigorously unless the snivelling crocodile-teared, jelly-hearted sentiment 
that spreads over the East like a cloud influences the government to call back the dogs 
of war. 



[Telegram.] 



Los PiNOS, Colorado, 10, 16, 1879. 

To Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 

Washington, D, C, : 

All quiet; women and children safe; there is disposition on part of 
some Utes to iiold them until fact is known that soldiers will not ad- 
vance, and Ute troubles left to a peaceable solution ; will be sent in 
safety here when above fact is known. Ouray would like answer to 
dispatch 9th instant, as he fears if soldiers are pushed that Arapahoes, 
Shoshones, Uintahs and other bands will join White River and the war 
become general. He suggests that all agents be notified from depart- 
ment in order to prevent it if possible. 

STANLEY, Agent 
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United States Indian Sebyige, 
Southern Ute AGSNCYf Colorado, 

October 25, 1879. 

Sir: I have the houor to report, for your information, that the 
Weeminuches, Muaches and Capotes, Southern Utes, including ^< Bed 
Jacket's" and Narraguinipi renegades, are remaining in the imme- 
diate vicinity of the agency and conducting themselves well. 
Troops are not and have not been on the reservation. 
Yery respectfully, 

HBNEY PAGE, 
United States Indian Agent 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 



United States Indian Sebyige, 
Southern Dte Agency, 
Octohe}' 26, 1879—12 m. 

Sir : My runner, " Alhandro,*' sub-chief of Southern Utes, is 'just in 
from Uncompahgre and reports from White Kiver Utes as follows, 
which I respectfully forward for your information : 

<' Alhandro " says that the White Kiver Utes told him that the cause 
of the outbreak was the killing of an old Indian and boy who were trap- 
ping beaver. An American at Storo told the Indians that Agent Meeker 
had sent for troops to fight the Utes. They saw some troops coming 
and engaged them. After the engagement the Indians found the old 
Indian's blanket in possession of the soldiers. 

" Alhandro'' also reports that the four captives, two women and two 
children, are kept separate, each with a different band of Indians. He 
reports 25 Indians killed in the engagements with troops. 

There is no doubt but Alhandro received these reports from the White 
River Utes, be they true or otherwise. 
Very respectfully, 

HENRY PAGE, 
United States Indian Agent. 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 



Department of the Interior, 
Office of Indian Affairs, 
Washington, November 3, 1879. 

Sir : I have the honor to recommend that W. M.Stanley, United States 
Indian agent at Los Pinos Agency, Colorado, be authorized to employ 
30 Indian scodts, at a salary of $15 per month each and an allowance of 
one ration additional, to assist Greneral Charles Adams, special commis- 
sioner of this department, in hi« negotiations with the Utes of the White 
River Agency, for the cessation of hostilities, and the surrender by them 
of those Indians who committed the murder of Agent Meeker and his 
employes ; said scouts to be under the command of Oeneral Adams, and 
to be employed as long as he may deem their services necessary to the 
successful completion of the duties with which he is charged. 

I would also request that the requisite authority be granted to Agent 
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Stanley' to parchase in open market sucb qaautities of sabsistence »tores 
for the use of these Indian Bcouts, and forage for their animals in case 
there is not a sufficiency thereof on hand at the agency, as may be neces- 
sary for their support during the time in which they are so employed. 
> Very respectfully, vour obedient servant, 

E. J. BROOKS, 
Acting Commissioner. 
The Hon. Segbbtaby of the Intebiob. 



fTelegram.] 



Office of Indian Affaibs, 
Washington^ D. C, November 3, 1879. 

To Ralph Meekeb, Greeley^ Colorado: 

No further duty just now. Report here in person. 

E. J. BROOKS, 
Acting Commissioner. 



[Telegram.] 



Alamosa, Colo., November 6, 1879. 

To 00M3IISSI0NEB OF INDIAN AFFAIBS, 

Washington, D, C. : 

Send by mail names of White River Utes on annuity report rolls, to 
Los Pinos Agency — Ouray. 

HATCH, 
Commissioner. 



[Telegram. ] 

■ 

Alamosa, Colo., November 7, 1879. 
To Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C. : 
Mail to nie blank papers, vouchers, as uiaj* be required for disburse- 
ment connected with commission to Los Pinos Agency. Adams passed 
through here last night; the interpreter, Ex-Governor Head, informs me 
he cannot reach Los Pinos Agency before the 12th; have therefore in- 
structed the commission to take evidence on that day; Head is author- 
ized interpreter by Secretary of the Interior. 

HATCH, 
Commissioner. 



(A.— Colorado. M.— 1860— 1879.) 

DEPABTMBNT of THE ImTE&IOB, 

Office of Indian Affaibs, 
Washington, September 18, 1879. 

Sib : The salary allowed the herder at White River Agency, Colorado, 
the present fiscal year, is $609 per annum, which is $120 less than last 
year. Agent Meeker, in a recent letter to this office^ sUvtA% ^Js^'^ "^^ 
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herd of cattle at this agency now numbers 1,800, and vahies the same at 
$25,000 ; that his present herder is one of the best men that he has, and 
to reduce h\s, salary is to do him ^reat injUsStice. 

In view of these facts, I have the honor to recommend that his salary 
for the ]>resent fiscal year be tixed at the same rate as last year ($720). 
The amount allowed at the AVliite Kiver Ajijencv for the fiscal vear 
ending June ;30, 1880, is ft7,8;30. 

Very respecrtfuilv, vour obedient servant, 

E. A. IIAYT, 
Conimisitioner, 
The Hoik iSi:<'KKTARY ur the Intkriou. 



(A.— Coh)iado. M.— 1180— 1871).) 

1)EPART3IKNT OF TIIK INTEIUOR, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

Washiiifftou, iSepfember 17, 1879. 
Sir: Your report of irregular Indian labcnvrs for the mouth of May 
last, involving an expenditure of .^7i>.;j0, is hereby approved. 
Eesi)ectfuily, 

E, J. BKOOKS, 
.4 ct ing Com m m ion er\ 
N. C. Meeker, 

United States Indian Agents White Ricer Agency, Colorado, 



(Colorado.) 

Department of the Interior, 
Office of Indian Affairs, 

Washington J September 27, 1879. 
Sir: I inclose herewith, additional exceptious taken by the Board of 
Indian Commissioners to your cash account, second quarter, 1879. 
llespectfullv, 

E. A. HAYT, 
CommiHsioner, 
^. C. Meeker, 

United States India ti Agent, White l\*iver Agency , Colorado, 



White River Agency, Colorado, 

September 27, 1879. 

Sir: In answer to your exceptions to my ])ropi'rty account for first 
quarter 1879, I would say that the eij^ht police bady:es receipted for De- 
cember 20, 187H, are properly accouute:l for in otlice copy of property 
returns for said (piarter. If the same do not appear in the copies for- 
warded to your office, it is doubtless owing to an omission in copying 
the same. 

Very respectfully, 

N. C. MEEKER, 
Indian Agent, 
Hon. E. A. Hayt, 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C. 
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